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DEDICATION. 


TO  FASHION, 


nPHE  ufual  objed  of  Dedi- 
cations is  to  difplay  the 
virtues,  talents,  genius,  and 
dignity  of  the  perfon  to  whofe 
patronage  and  protedion  the , 
Author  is  gracioufly  permitted 
to  addrefs  his  work;  with  the 
hope,  either  implied  or  exprefTed, 
that  the  fan£lion  of  a  great,  il- 
luflrious  or  honoured  name  may 
recommend  his  labours  to  the 
b  notice 
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notice  and  approbation  of  the 
public  at  large. 

I  (ball,  however,  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent and  rather  uncommon 
mode  of  proceeding;  I  (hall  not 
dedicate  thefe  volumes  to  any 
leading  perfon  in  the  falhiona- 
ble  world,  the  elegance  of  whofc 
manners,  the  variety  of  whofe 
accomplifhments,  the  fplendor 
of  whofe  tafte,  and  the  con- 
fidence of  whofe  mind,  has 
made  her  an  objed  of  general 
attention  and  imitation  ;->-no; 
-—I  (hall  dedicate  them  to  Fa- 
shion HERSELF,  and, inAead  of 
endeavouring  to  conciliate  fa- 
vour and  patronage  by  the  fe- 

ducing 
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ducing  power  of  adulation,  by 
gilded  falfehood  and  fluttering 
mifreprefentation,  I  (hall  en- 
deavour to  deferve,  if  I  do  not 
obtain,  protedion,  by  unfold- 
ing the  follies,  indecorums,  vices 
and  crimes  of  my  patronefs. 

I  therefore  declare,  Madam, 
that  you  are  at  this  moment  em- 
ployed and  occupied  in  the  in- 
troduction of  thofe  manners  and 
that  profligacy,  which  brought 
on  the  ruin  of  a  neighbouring 
kingdom,  have  involved  Europe 
in  all  the  miferies  that  now  op- 
prefs  it,  and,  if  fuffered  to  ad- 
vance to  maturity,  will  (hortly 
corrupt,  and  in  the  end  annihi^ 
b  2  late 
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late  the  boafled  virtue  and  ho- 
nour of  Great  Britain. 

There  never  was  a  period, 
and  I  aflert  it,  fearlefs  of  con- 
tradidion,  though  with  an  ach- 
ing heart,  when  your  influence 
was  fo  baneful  to  morals,  fo 
obnoxious  to  honour,  and  fo 
hoftile  to  domeftic  happinefs 
as  in  the  day  that  is  pafling  over 
us.  But  though  I  cannot  allow 
you  one  folitary  good  quality,  I 
am  ready  to  do  you  jaiftice  by 
iacknowledging  your  genius, 
however  mifapplied,  and  your 
penetration,  however  ill  di- 
reded. 

You 
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You  well  know  that  men, 
from  the  nature  of  their  occu- 
pations, from  the  objedts  which 
they  purfue,  and  the  pafiions 
that  govern  them,  are  not  alto- 
gether fubjcdt  to  your  controul ; 
it  is,  therefore,  to  the  women, 
and  to  the  men  who  refemble 
women,  that  you  dired  your  pe- 
culiar and  infidious  attentions* 

You  well  know  the  potency 
of  female  influence  in  an  high 
ftate  of  civilized  fociecy. 

in  fliort,  you  well  know,  that 
if  you  can  enflave,  or  in  other 
words,  if  you  can  corrupt  the 
women ;  if  you  can  infufe  into 
the  female  charader  a  fanatical 
'  difpoiltion 
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difpofitlon  to  attend  upon  your 
Altars,  your  reign  will  be  fecure, 
and  your  dominion  fupreme. 

Hence  it  is,  that  you  cm-i 
ploy  fo  much  art  to  influence 
the  higher  orders  of  the  female  • 
world,  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave.  Hence  it  is,  that  you 
fuperintend  female  Education, 
from  a  ftate  of  infancy  to  the 
grand  epocha  of  being  prcfented 
at  Court.  Hence  it  is,  that  you 
condud  your  votaries  through, 
various  fcenes  of  gaiety,  difplay, 
and  diilipation,  to  the  Altar; 
and  from  thence,  through  all  the 
negligence  of  maternal  duties, 
and  the  indulgence  of  matured 

pafllons, 
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paflions,  to  the  final  refources 
of  cards  o*"  devotion :    for  in, 
fome  cafes, 

"  Vous  donncz    a  Dieu  les  reftes  du 
Didblc." 

Your  original  power  was  con- 
fined to  the  labours  of  the  loom, 
and  the  toil  and  tafte  of  nnilli- 
ners  and  mantua- makers ;  to  the 
fhape  and  colour  of  upholftery, 
and  the  exterior  decoration  of 
the  ufeful  apparatus  of  life ; 
and,  while  you  confined  yourfelf 
to  thefe  objeds,  your  office  was 
at  laft  inofFenfive  and  innocent. 
It  can  be  of  little  confcquence 
to  morality,  Religion,  and  ge- 
neral manners,  whether  women 

wear 


DEDICATION. 

wear  large  hats,  or  fmall  hats, 
whether  their  waifls  arc  long 
or  fhort,  or  whether  they  chufc 
to  wear  wigs  or  their  own  hair. 
Such  arrangements  do  not  de- 
ferve  a  ferious  confidcration : 
but  when  you  prcfume  to  die* 
late,  or  rather  dcftroy,  prin- 
ciples and  influence  manners ; 
when  you  take  upon  you  to  oc- 
cupy the  place  of  rcafon  and 
experience;  when  you  aflumc 
the  province  of  forming  cha- 
ra£lcr,  the  confequences  be- 
come very  alarming  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  heahhi  the  virtue 
and  bappincls  of  the  female 
world. 

In 
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Tn  your  progrefs  to  complete 
the  converfion  which  you  have 
in  view,  you  exert  all  your  en- 
deavours to  undermine  thofe 
qualities  which  muft  prove  the 
great  obftacle  to  your  deiigns. 
You  have,  indeed,  been  for  forae 
time,  moft  wickedly  adive,  and 
fatally  fuccefsful,  in  baniihing 
modefty  from  your  circles  — 
Hence  it  is,  that  the  falhionable 
young  women  of  the  prefent 
day,  indulge  themfelves  in  a 
mode  of  converfation,  a  latitude 
of  expreffion  and  a  freedom  of 
demeanour,  which  the  courte- 
zan of  a  former  period  would 

have   blufhed    to  pradlife. 

c  Hence 
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Hence  it  is,  that  we  find  ele- 
gant, high-born  girls  of  fixtccn 
in  pofleffion  of  all  the  know- 
ledge which  they  ought  not  to 
know,  and  their  grandmothers 
never  appeared  to  have  known ! 
This  is  the  firft  Hep  to  profli- 
gacy, becaufc  a  want  of  mo- 
deAy,  in  tlie  tingle  ftate,  leads, 
rather  readily,  to  the  facrificc 
of  chaftity  in  the  married  cha- 
rafter. 

Drefs  may  run  through  all  tCt 
variations,  from  simplicity  to 
gaudinefsi  from  fplendor  to 
the  fantaftic,  without  any  vio- 
lation  of  decorum  or  moral  duty; 
but  the   prcfcnt   mode  of  ap^ 

pearance, 
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pearance,  which  is  adopted  by 
many  pcrfofts  in  fuperior  life,  is  a 
very  high  degree  of  immoraUty, 
becaufe  it  is  indecent  and  im- 
modcft;  becaufe  it  is  a  (hame- 
lefs  defiance  and  contempt  of 
thofe  qualities,  which  are  con- 
fidered  by  reafon  and  Religion, 
as  the  brighteft  ornaments  of 
the  female  character.  There 
is,  indeed,  little  doubt,  if  one 
of  thofe  unhappy  women,  who 
have  abandoned  themfelves,  or 
been  abandoned  by  their  fe- 
ducers,  to  proftitution,  were  to 
appear  in  any  public  place, 
in  that  (hocking,  half-cloath- 
ed  ftate,  in  which  fo  many 
c  2  women 
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women  of  rank  prefent  them- 
felvcs  to  fafhionable  aflcmblies^ 
that  flie  would  riik  a  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  penalties  of  Bride- 
well. 

The  time  was,  when  you  were 
nothing .  more  than  the  regu- 
lating minifler  of  the  forms  and 
exterior  appearance  of  thofe 
ranks  in  life  which  require  a 
moderate  attention  to  them. 
You  then  poffefTed  a  ufeful  in- 
fluence to  which  a  fubmiffion 
might  be  pradifed  without  in- 
convenience or  diftionour." -•? 
But  the  time  now  is,  when 
you  are  become  the  fchool-mif- 
trcfs  of  vice    and   immorality, 

when 
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when  the  Daemon  of  impudence 
is  your  idol,  and  when  the 
paths,  in  which  you  condu6t 
your  difciples,  lead  to  profligacy, 
to  ruin  and  a  premature  fe- 
pulchre. 

But  though  your  power, I  fear, 
is  increafing,  there  is,  I  doubt 
not,  flill  remaining  a  fufHcient 
ftock  of  virtue,  which,  if  brought 
into  exertion,  would  not  only 
check  but  deftroy  it.  During 
that  feafon  which  our  Church 
has  fet  apart  for  a  more  particu- 
lar review  of  oui:  fpiritual  ftate 

and  condition,  the  parifli  church 
of  St.  James  has  been  weekly 

crouded,  to  inconvenience,  with 

perfons, 
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perfoDs,and  particularly  women, 
of  rank,  wealth  and  diflindion, 
to  iiear  an  eloquent,  learned  and 
pious  Prelate  expound  the  prin- 
ciples of  Chriftianity,  enforce 
its  duties,  difplay  the  celeftial 
inheritance  which  awaits  the  , 
good,  and  denounce  the  puni{h« 
mcnt  which  will  one  day  tread 
on  the  heels  of  tranfgreffion. 
His  labours,  and  the  example  of 
other  diflinguiQied  perfons,will, 
I  truft,  arreft  you  in  your  wick- 
ed career.  Nor  am  I  without 
the  -hope,  that  the  following 
pages,  humble  and  inferior  as 
they  are,  and  muft  be,  will  be 
found  to  aid  the  caufe  of  virtue ; 

that 
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that  they  will  tend  to  diminifli 
your  ahominahle  influence,  to 
reftore  the  reign  of  decency, 
decorum  and  good  morals,  and 
promote  a  faving  fcnfe  of  ho- 
nour, virtue  and  Religion,  among 
the  female  youth  of  my  country. 

A.  T. 
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INTRODUCTION- 


ALT  HOUGH  this  crude  per- 
formance  is  announced  to  the 
world,  under  the  title  of  a  Novel,  yet, 
the  fernale  reader,  muft  not  expeft 
to  find  pathetic  tales  of  love,  mar- 
velous prodigies,  or  even  tbofe  ele- 
gant flights  of  fancy,  which  are  fo 
apt  to  delight,  and  captivate  the  un^ 
Jornied  mind.  No,  it  confifts  only 
(a  few  moral  refleftions  excepted) 
of  plain  fimple  facts,'  but  indif- 

'  Vol.  I.  B  ferently 


/ 


(  ^  ) 

fercntly  told ;  ftill,  however,  it  has 
one  merit,  which  withT^^^  readers, 
will  give  it  perhaps,  a  value,  even  in 
preference  to  aJUlion,  however  fine- 
ly imagined,  although  it  be  deco- 
rated with  all  the  flowers  of  lan- 
guage, the  fentimental  defcriptions 
of  a  YoRic,  or  the  refined  and  ele- 
gant expreflions  of  a  BuxNEv'spenf 
It  has  PLAIN  TRUTH,  outy,  without 
the  kaft  ornament  to  recommend 
it,  and  though  it  may  fail  in  giving 
the  reader  entertainment,  yet,  it  may 
probably  fervc  toinftruft  fome  love- 
ly girl,  to  avoid  the  dangers  to  which 
youth  and  innocence  are  fo  often; 
expofed,  and  alfo  to  convince  her, 
that  there  is  not  that  ftrefs  to  be  laid, 
on  what  is  called  the  Jlrjt  company, 
as  the  idea  feems  to  convey!'  The 
fafl;  is,  a  young  woman  rifques  her 
fame,  wbd  is  ambitious  to  affociate 

with 
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\«rith  the  GREAT,*  as  it  requires  pe- 
<;uliar  ftrength  of  mind  to  refift  the 
<^mptations,  that  are  perpetually 
thrown  in  her  way  by  the  men ;  but 
ftill  more,  to  guard  herfelf  againft  be- 
ing betrayed  into  vice  or  folly,  by  the 
women,  who  arc  (generally  fpeak- 
ing)  more  corrupt ;  for  there  is  no 
mediocrity  in  women,  as  in  men; 
they  are  either  much  superior,  or, 
infinitely  worse  !  A  man^  though 
a  libertine  of  the  moil  debauched 


*  It  is  to  be  obfeired,  we  metn  mfy  fuch  young 
women,  who  (without  the  advantages  of  high  birth 
or  fortune)  have  nothing  to  recommend  them  to  the 
notice  of  thole,  who  move  id  a  higher  ^>bere,  but 
their  talents,  or  peribnal  beauty ;  and  not  being  cm- 
fidercd  upon  an  equalitf  with  their  fuperiors,  are 
feldom  regarded  in  any  other  light,  than  as  being 
able  to  contribute  to  their  entertainment,  and  often- 
times made  to  fubmit  to  dill  more  painful  humili- 
ations! For,  as  a  celebrated  writer  has  obferved, 
^  dijpropmioneii  friendfhips,  ever  terminate  in  dif* 
«guft!" 


B2 


principles 


i 


(  4  ) 
principles,  has  been  found  to  poffefs 
Jcmt  good  qualities,  but,  a  woman, 
once  loft  to  modesty,  and  virtue, 
(the  greateft  ornaments  that  can 
adorn  the  fex)  is  irrecoverably  gone : 
and  to  add  yet  further  to  the  num- 
ber of  her  crimes,  her  guilty  foul 
ftill  prompts  her  on  to  deftroy  the 
peace  and  fame  of  other  females,  by 
endeavouring  to  corrupt  their  minds, 
and  bring  them  on  a  level  with  her- 
felf,  and  too  often  fucceeds  in  this 
diabolical  attempt,  by  laughing  a 
young  woman  out  of  that  amiable 
bafhfulnefs,  which  fhe  herfelf,  no 
longer  poffefles ! 

No  virtuous  and  amiable  woman 
will  be  offended  at  what  is  here  ad- 
vanced, and  as  to  women  of  any 
other  defcription,  it  matters  not. 

The  candid,  and  unprejudiced  rea* 
der  alone,  is  humbly  entreated  to 
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pardon  the  numberlefs  errors  which 
the  Authorefs  is  but  too  confcious  (he 
has  let  drop  from  her  pen ;  but  as 
fhe  is  only  aduated  by  virtuous  mo- 
tives, and  being  defirous  of  expofing 
to  ridicule  and  contempt,  thofe 
vices,  and  follies,  which  are  daily 
encreafing  to  the  utter  difgrace  of 
human  nature,  flie  flatters  herfelf, 
fhe  Ihall  not  be  thought  to  merit 
cenfure,  although  (he  (hould  fail  of 
entire  approbation. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,     I. 


A  DESCRIPTION  OF  BON  TON  HALt,  ANP 
THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THAT  DELIGHT- 
FUL  MANSION^ 


T>  EFORE  we  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
"*^  remarkable  events  which  happened 
at  Bon  Ton  Hall,  the  feat  of  Sir  WUliam 
Bon  Ton,  we  will  endeavour  to  give  the 
reader  an  idea  of  the  amiable  proprietor 
of  that  beautiful  manfion.  With  an  hand- 
fome  perfon.  Sir  William  poflelTed  a  moft 
captivating  addrcfs,  was  pcrfeflly  well 
bred)  with  an  engaging  difpofitioni  which 
delighted  in  making  every  one  happy^ 
about  him.  In  this  defire  to  pleafe,  be 
feldom  failed,  for  he  was  univcrfally  be- 
loved by  thofe  who  bad  the  honour  of 
being  known  to  him;  but  as  it  is  impof^ 
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fiblc  for  mortal  man  to  be  perfe6l,  Sir 
William  had  his  faults,  but  they- were 
fuch  as  by  no  means  proceeded  either 
from  a  vicious  or  depraved  heart ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  vras  bis  natural  generofity, 
hofpitality,  and  benevolence,  which  led 
him  into  expences,  that  in  prudence  he 
ought  mod  certainly  to  have  avoided.  But, 
neverthelefs,  if  he  had  poffefled  a  difcrcct 
wife  who  had  centered  her  own  happinefs 
in  that  of  her  hufband's,  he  might  have 
indulged  his  taftc  for  fplendour,  without 
injury  to  his  fortune ;  but  his  Lady  was 
a  different  kind  of  Beiiig ;  ihe  imitated  all 
her  hufband's  foibles,  without  giving  one 
ipecimen  of  his  many  virtues !  Her  extra^ 
vagance  was  beyond  all  bounds,  her  love 
of  finery  and  magnificence  was,  indeed^ 
equal  to  her  hufband's,  but  thep  her  heart 
was  corrupt ;  her  purfuits  were  riotous 
pleafures,  without  employing  the  rational 
means  of  procuring  folid  happinefs  either 
to  herfelf  or  others ;  her  perfon  was  fmall 
and  .well  proportioiied,  pretty  features, 
and  a  (maU  well  fiiapcd  head,  which  was 
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Ornamented  with  a  profufion  of  fine  hair 
(all  natural)  plaited  d  la  Rommn;  file  af- 
fcQed  the  foreign  manners,  and  copied 
their  /ranckife,  but  vithout  their  polite* 
nefs  or  thofe  priit^  agrimms^  fo  bewitcliiDg 
inz Will-bred  French  woman  ;  her  manncra 
were  rather  vulgar  than  elegant,  and  yet 
flic  was  not  altogether  deftitutc  of  the 
powers  of  pleafmg,  and  if  flie  had  never 
Seen  the  ConLineTii  ftie  would  have  made  a 
iUkr  wife;  for  it  is  certainly  true  that 
tn  Engli/h  woman,  unlefs  (he  pofTeffes 
ftrength  of  mind,  a  good  underftanding^ 
a  right  idea  of  honour  and  virtue,  and  is 
likewjfe  under  the  influence  of  a  man  of 
fcnfc  who  knows  the  world,  and,  niorc* 
over,  how  to  govern  the  anions  of  his 
wife,  flie  will  return  home  a  coxcomb 
both  in  drefs  and  manners,  and  at  leall 
her  morah  corrupted,  if  not  hzi  ptrfon. — 
This  bold  affertion,  though  it  may  feem 
fevere,  is  neverthelefs  but  too  true;  the 
foffibiliiy  of  which  will  be  made  to  appear 
ici  the  feque!  of  this  litde  biflory. 

Vol.  I.  C  The 
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Tbe  magm0cet)t  man  (ion  where  iklt 
couple  rcCded  w^  filuali^il  on  a  riling, 
ground,  which  commanded  not  an  cxtcn* 
iiyc^  but  a  [Ocafrng  prorpcd,  wtih  a  pic- 
turefijue  view  of  ihc  adjaceni  country. 
A  noble  avenue  led  to  the  houfc^  on  each 
Jide  of  which  wa^  a  dclightrul  ftirybb 
planted  with  aromalics^  which  (hcd  h^ 
rich  pcrfumcA  aroiind  the  whole  doniairi* 
On  ihc  other  fide  wa$  a  very  ex  ten  five 
and  beautirul  lawn  giadually  noping  to* 
wards  a  wildcrncfs  of  Urge  extent,  at  lh« 
bottom  of  which  ran  a  fmaU  rivulet,  the 
foft  nmrmuni  of  which  added  to  the  plca^ 
furcs  of  this  paftanil  fcene.  Such  wis 
the  fpot  where  Sir  William  wiflicd  to 
blend  the  magniBcence  of  a&t^  with  ihc 
enchanting  beauties  of  .naxurc. 

Sir  William  having  propofed  to  trait 
hh  friends  with  a  theatrical  entenainmenti 
he  mentioned  his  intentions  to  Rtif^im^ 
with  whom  he  was  not  only  upon  tcrmi 
of  the  mod  friendly  intimacy*  but  for 
whofc  piftiire  be  bad  juft  given  an  Iiun- 
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4red  guineas,  in  the  charafier  of  Hamlec 
He  in  treated  him  to  aflift  him  with  a  few 
ftfige  drefles  for  the  men  only ;  upon  which 
^e  celebrated  Rojcius^  who  did  not  aK 
^ays  play  the  part  of  a  gentleman  fo  well 
jof  as  on  the  ftage,  began  to  make  fome 
difficulties,  and  had  the  meannefs  even  to 
iiint  to  Sir  W.  that  it  would  be  infinitely 
letter,  as  it  was  for  a  private  theatrical^ 
that  they  (hould  be  entirely  new,  and 
that  when  Sir  W.  had  done  with  them  he 
would  willingly  purchafe  them  of  him  for 
what  they  might  be  appraifed!! — The 
aftonifhment  of  the  Baronet  may  be  eafier 
conceived  than  defcribed ;  but  he  (hewed 
no  other  refentment  than  by  turning  in- 
dignantly from  him  with  thofe  feelings  of 
contempt  which  the  liitU  man  fo  juftly 
merited;  and  mentioning  the  circumllance 
to  Nfr.  F.  whom  he  met  with  foon  after, 
Mr.  F.  faid  he  was  not  at  all  furprifed*, 
knowing  him  to  be  incapable  of  great 
.anions,  but  on  the  ftage;  but,  continued 
he,  come  along  with  me,  and  I  will  iQ« 
poduce  you  to  Rich,  who  is  as  liberal  ii| 
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his  manner  of  thinking  as  the  ether  is 
mean.  Accordingly  Rich  not  only  received 
Sir  William  with  every  mark  of  the  moft 
polite  attention,  but  generoufly  fent  him 
all  the  paraphernalia  neceflary  for  the 
performance  of  Julius  CiCSAR. 

Sir  William  having  purchafed  fome 
beautiful  fcenes  for  the  occaiion,  he  fet 
off  immediately  to  his  country  feat  to 
make  the  ncceffary  preparations. 


CHAP.    II. 

PREAT     PREPARATIONS    MADE     FOR     THIS 

PERFORMANCE     OF     JULIUS     CiESAR  ; 

LADY    BON    TON    GREATLY    MORTIFIED 
UPON   FINDING  A  RIVAL  IN    EUTIRPE. 

THE  Reader  may  eafily  forjn  fome 
idea  of  the  gay  fcene  which  already 
begins  to  prefent  itfelf  to  his  view — 
the  affembling  fo  numerous  a  company, 
many  of  whom  were  to  perform  in  the 
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play  :  a  number  of  muficians  of  the  very 
firjl  clafs^  the  rehearfals,  the  making  up 
of  rich  dreffes  for  the  Ladies  who  per- 
formed,  (fome  of  whom  were  of  high 
rank)  the  buftle  and  confufion  of  work- 
men, artifts,  &c.  with  fervants,  carriages, 
horfes,  &c*  all  entertained  for  many 
weeks,  in  a  moft  princely  ftyle.  As  near 
as  we  can  recolle£l,  there  were  not  lefs 
than  feventy  rational 'Bting&  in  the  houfe! 
The  table  covered  twice  a  day  \yith  a  pro- 
fufion  of  delicacies,  the  moil  expenfive 
wihes,  and  every  other  luxury  and  re- 
finement that  could  poffibly  be  thought 
of  to  pleafe  the  fenfe  of  mortal  man  /  The  • 
grand  faloon  was  turned  into  a  theatre ; 
and,  in  ihort  we  might  add,  that  the 
whole  houfe  was  turned  up-Jide-down  !  All 
the  company  who  were  invited  to  the 
play  were  received  at  the  door  of  the 
fmall  faloon,  where  there  was  a  table 
moft  elegantly  covered  with  refrefliments 
that  the  noble  auditors  might  feaft  before 
the  drawing  up  of  the  curtain.  The  two 
youngcft  vifitors,    Selina   and  Euterpe, 
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were  both  of  them  appointed  to  receive 
the  company,  as  their  parts  in  the  play 
did  not  come  on  till  the  fourth  a€l.-— 
Euterpe  perceiving  Lord  B.  at  the  door 
(be  went  up  to  him,  when,  feeing  an  ilU 
dreffed  fhabby  looking  woman,  with  a 
tucked  up  linen  gown,  and  a  little  rufty 
black  bonnet,  endeavouring  to  come  in, 
ihe  fhut  the  door  in  her  face,  taking  her 
for  a  beggar-woman,  upon  which  Lord 
JB,  exclaimfed,  ^ood  God!  Euterpe,  what 
are  you  doing  ?  do  not  you  know  that 
you  are  ihutting  the  door  upon  the 
Duchefs  of  Q.  ?  however,  her  Grace 
laughed  it  off  with  great  good  humour ; 
yet  Euterpe  could  not  help  making 
her  comments  upon  the  impertinent  airs 
of  fome  of  thefe  great  people;  for  it  was 
vanity^  not  rudenefs,  that  made  her  Grace 
afFe£l  a  mean  drefs :  ihe  thought  her  rank 
alone  fufficient  to  gain  refpc£l  and  atten- 
tion from  the  gaping  multitude,  without 
the  trifling  aid  of  drefs.  All  this  might 
have  done  very  well  when  flife  was  ycmng 
»nd  handfome^  but  with  an  old  wrinkled  face 

it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    is    ) 

k  will  never  do.  All  the  reft  of  (he  com- 
pany,  which  confifted  of  the  firft  nobility 
in  the  county,  were  drelTed  in  the  moft 
fomptuous  ftyle,  and  it  was  allowed  by 
all  pi'efent  that  there  never  was  feen  a 
private  theatre  which  made  a  more  fplen- 
did  appearance  than  did  that  of  Bon  Ton 
Hall. — ^The  play  was  got  up  with  great 
eclaif  which  was  follpwed  by  the  farce  of 
the  DiviL  TO  Pay,  in  which  Euterpe 
played  the  part  of  Lady  Loverule ;  the 
magnificence  of  whofe  drefs  was  what 
could  never  be  equalled  on  3, public  theatrcf 
for  fhe  appeared  in  all  the  real  and  coftly 
jewels  which  had  juft  before  ornamented 
the  perfons  of   a   Calphurnia   and  a 

PORCIA. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  performing 
of  Julius  Cjesar,  Lady  Bon  Ton  took  an 
airing  upon  the  downs,  accompanied  by 
her  two  youngeft  vifitors,  whom  (he  in- 
formed, that  Lord  Wilton  was  that  day 
to  dine  with  her;  and  continued  her 
Ladyfhip,  "  as  neither  of  you  have  ever 
^  feen  him,  I  would  have  you  take  care, 
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^  Miflei,  and  guard  your  hearts,  atid  do 
^^  not  think  of  fetting  your  caps  at  hhn^ 
**  for  his  Lordfhip  does  not  care  to  have 
*^  any  thing  to  fay  to  the  Mijfes^  he  likes 
**  to  flirt  only  with  married  women ;  he 
*'  finds  that  lefs  trouble ;  befides  you  have 
^^  no  chance  I  affure  you.  Ladies,  now 
*^  Mrs.  Sutely  is  come,  whofe  fine  neck 
^  will  eclipfe  us  all."— 

*'  Ydung  as  I  was,"  (fays  Euterpe)  **  I 
^  confefs  I  felt  Ihocked  at  fuch  an  inde- 
•*  cent  fpeech,  and  from  a  fnarricd  wo- 
**  man  too!!"  Lord  Wilton  frequently 
dined  at  Bon  Ton  Hall,  and  as  often  joined 
the  married  Ladies  in  that  kind  of  cqnver- 
fation,  which  could  not  fail  of  putting  the 
Mijfes  to  the  blufh !  This  may,  perhaps^ 
allonifh  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with 
the  manner  in  which  fome  great  people 
pafs  their  time;  but  it  is  molt  certain, 
that  the  yirtue  to  be  found  among 
mankind,  is  chiefly  to  be  met  with 
among  the  middle  clafs.  The  exceflive 
luxury  of  thofe  in  high  ftations,  and  the 
extreme  poverty  and  ignorance  of  the 
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lower  ranks,  is  undoubtedly .  the  chief 
caufe  of  that  depravity.  AltKough  Lady 
Bon  Ton  had  taken  the  wife  precau- 
tion of  adviling  the  .two  Mijfts  to  guard 
thiir  hearti  from  being  captivated  with 
the  perfon  and  addfefs  of  the  noble  £arl, 
who  was,  at  that  time,  thought  to  be  one 
of  the  handfomeft  men  in  England;  yet 
the  moft  important  point  of  all  (he  did 
not  once  think  of^  which  was,  to  cavtum 
the  £arl,  alfo,  to  take  no  notice  of  the 
Mijfcs!  But  as  her  Ladyihip's  ill  flars 
Would  have  it,  the  Earl,  upon  the  firft 
night  of  the  play,  followed  the  aSrcJfti 
into  the  drawing  room,  wheii,  Ilepping  up 
to  Mrs.  Stately,  who  was  fitting  with 
Euterpe  on  the  fettee,  he  begged  of  her  t9 
make  room  for  him,  that  he  might  be  pcr« 
mitted  to  fit  between  them ;  upon  which 
he  took  an  opportunity  of  compliment* 
ing  Euterpe  on  her  performance,  ihewed 
her  great  attention,  and  converfed  with 
her  the  whole  time  he  ftaid.  This  fo 
highly  provoked  Lady  B.  that  the  whole 
Vol.  L  D  room 
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room  took  notice  of  her  ill  humouf. 
She  would  fcarcely  fpeak  with  common 
civility  to  Euterpe,  and  behaved  fo  iH 
that  Euterpe  informed  Sir  William  fhe 
would  accompany  her  father  to  town 
.the  next  day.  Sir  William  was  thunder 
firuck,  not  only  at  the  ill  conduft  of  his 
wife,  whofe  rude  behaviour  he  had  jre- 
marked,  but  to  lofe  a  principal  oBrefs  when 
the  play  was  to  be  performed  again  in 
three  nights,  was  a  difappointmenthe  was 
not  prepared  for !  He  begged  and  prayed 
of  her  to  alter  her  refolution.  Euterpe 
found  it  impoflible  to  refift  the  entreaties 
of  Sir  William,  fhe  therefore  confented 
to  flay  till  the  performance  was  over, 
when  flie  refolved  to  take  her  leave  for 
ever  of  Bon  Ton  Hall. — Lady  B.  who  ftill 
continued  rather  gloomy,  was  deftimed  to 
undergo  another  trial,  in  which  fhe  be* 
trayed  a  jealoufy  of  Euterpe  that  both 
aftonifhed  and  difgufted  all  who  had  pe- 
netration to  perceive  it !  A  card  of  in- 
viution  came  from  Lord  and  Lady  Wil- 
ton 
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ton  to  Sir  William  and  his  Lady,  to  fpend 
the  day  at  Wilton  Houfe,  with  as  many 
of  their  party  as  chofe  to  honour  Lord 
and  Lady  Wilton  with  their  company, 
and  begged  that  Euterpe  would  alfo  fa- 
vour them  with  hers. — As  foon  as  Sir 
William  had  read  the  card,  Lady  B.  with 
anger  flafhing  from  her  ieycs,  exclaimed, 
*'  I  am  fure.  Sir  William,  you  have  made 
^^  a  miftake,  it  is  not  Euterpe,  but  Selina, 
"  that  is  meant ;"  ^*  nay,"  fays  Sir  Wil- 
liam, "  'tis  plain  enough  written,  and  do 
you  think,  my  dear,  that  Lord  Wilton 
did  not  know  what  he  wrote  ?"  But  even 
after  her  Ladyfhip  had  perufed  the  con- 
tents  herfelf,  Ihe  ftill  obftinately  perfifted 
in  it  that  it  was  not  Euterpe,  but  Selina 
whom  he  meant !  Every  one  then  reid  the 
card  in  their  turn,  and  all  the  company 
gave  it  againft  her  Ladyftiip,  declaring  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  it  was  Euterpe  who 

was  invited. 

Euterpe,  greatly  piqued  at  the  marked 

rudenefs  of  Lady  B,  defired  her  Ladyfhip 

not  to  make  herfelf  uneafy,  for  fhe  did 
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not  intend'  to  go^  as  fhe  wifhed  irathcr  to 
ftay  at  home,  to  recruit  her  fpirits  after 
the  fatigue  of  dancing,  ading*  &c.  upon 
which  the  father  of  Euterpe  added,  that 
he  would  not  give  his  confent  to  her  go- 
ing  till  Lord  Wilton  explained  which  of 
the  young  Ladies  he  mantj  and  hinted 
his  intention  %£  riding  over  to  Wilton,  to 
have  the  matter  determined. — Lady  B. 
who  dreaded  this  difpute  coming  to  the 
ears  of  the  Countefs,  was  thrown  into  fome 
confufion,  and  alfo  got  a  little  rebuked 
by  her  huftand.  Saiiricus^  one  of  the 
guefts,  who  was  a  man  of  wit  and  humour, 
'iang  and  accompanied  himfelf  with  his 
fingers  upon  the  table,  during  the  above 
difpute,  which  helped  to  enrage  her  Lady- 
fhip  ten  times  more;  upon  which  fhe 
flounced  out  of  the  room  in  the  utmoft 
fury,  followed  by  Sir  William,  who,  moft 
likely  found  fome  difficulty  in  putting  his 
Porcia  into  good  humour  again  ! — How- 
ever, the  next  day  Sir  William  prevailed 
upon  Mn  F.  and  his  daughter  to  be  of 
their  party  to  Lord  Wilton's,  to  which 
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(hey  both  politely  acquiefced,  when  peace 
and  harmony  was  again  rellored  to  ail 
the  party  at  Bon  Ton  Hall. 


CHAP,   m, 

AN     INFALLIBLE     CHARM,     TO     MARE     A 
TRIAL    OF    mens'    AFFECTIONS* 

THAT  we  may  not  be  thought  to  ad- 
vance thai  which  we  are  unable  to 
prove^  we  will  introduce  an  anecdote  of 
Lady  Bon  Ton,  which  cannot  fail  to  con- 
vince the  reader  (hovftvtr partialhe  might 
be  to  her  Ladyfhip)  that  her  manners 
were  vulgar^  and  her  morals  corrupt.  The 
following  trait  will  moft  probably  prove 
the  juftice  of  fuch  an  aflertion: — One 
morning,  after  breakfaft,  when  moft  of 
the  Gentlemen  were  gone  out  upon  a 
fliooting  party.  Lady  B.  defired  her 
nephew  to  go  to  the  dove-houfe  and  kill 
half  a  dozen  pigeons,    and  bring  their 
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hearts  to  her.— Lord,  madam,  Nvhat  for  ? 
— what  is  that  to  you,  you  fool !  go,  do 
as  I  bid  you. — ^The  aftonifhed,  youth  did 
as  he  was  commanded,  and  returned  with 
them  on  a  plate. — Now,  fays  her  Lady- 
ihip,  each  of  you  Ladies  take  a  heart 
and  ftick  it  full  of  pins ;  then  put  them 
into  the  fire,  and,  as  thty  confume^  your 
lovers  will  feel  the  moft  excruciating 
pain,  by  which  you  will  be  able  to  prove 
how  much  they  love  you. — Horrid  wo- 
man, thought  Euterpe,  to  put  the  man  to 
torment  by  whom  we  are  loved ! — If  fhe 
really  was  weak  enough  to  believe  that  this 
charm  could  produce  the  above  eflPeft,  we 
mull  pronounce  her  to  be  a  wicked  wo- 
man; and  if  fhe  did  not  believe  it,  her 
conduQ:  was  filly  and  childiOi ! — Mrs. 
Stately,  who  was  a  woman  of  good  fenfe, 
and  poflefled  of  many  amiable  qualities, 
declared  fhe  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  fuch  fuperftitious  nonfenfe,  and  re- 
tired with  her  ufual  dignity  into  her  own 
apartment.  Lady  H.  her  fifter,  Selina, 
and  Euterpe  then  followed  Lady  B.  up 
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Aadrs,  and  went  into  a  fniall  room,  but 
feldom  occupied,  to  perform  thefe  horrid 
rites! — '«  Whilft,"  fays  Euterpe,  "we 
**  were  thus  employed  in  this  infernal 
*'  operation,  fhe  informed  us  it  was  ncccf- 
^^  Jary  to  be  quite  filent,  and  not  to  fpeak 
**  one  word  during  the  -  time  the  hearts 
"  were  in  the  fire,  till  they  were  entirely 
*^  confumed.-rBut  no  fooner"  (continued 
Euterpe)  "  did  our  altar  begin  to  fmoke, 
**  then  there  arofe  fuch  a  fmother  that  we 
"could  fcarcely  ftay  in  the  room  to* 
"  finifh  what  we  had  fo  laudably  begun ; 
**  bat  the  fmell  was  fo  ftrong  and  oflFen;. 
"  five,  that  it  brought  up  Sir  William, 
"who,  not  finding  any  of  the  Ladies,  in 
"  their  own  apartments,  called  out  as  loud 
"  as  he  could,"  ^  where  are  all  the  Ladies  ? 

*  what  the  devil  are  you  all  about  ?  for 

*  there  is  fuch  a  hellifh  ftink  in  the  houfe 

*  that  I  am  almoft  fuffocated,  and  I  infift 

*  upon  it  that  you  open  the  door,  or  elfe 

*  I  will  break  it  open !'  "  for  by  this  time 
"his  Ttofe  had  informed  him  wher<  \fQ 
"were  all  aflembled!    Every  one  was 

"  filent 
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**  filcnt  for  fear  of  fpoiling  the  charm  i  btit 
•*  one  of  the  Mifie$,  wh6,  depending 
^  more  upon  her  own  charms,  was  not  fo 
•*  very  anxious  about  the  fate  of  only 
"  one  little  heart,  ventured  to  fpeak;  and 
•*  in  hopes  of  pacifying  the  BaroQCt, 
<^  told  him  it  was  only  a  little  frolic 
**  with  which  the  Ladies  were  diverting 
•*  themfelves:  begged  he  would  have  the 
**  goodnefs  to  retire,  and  promifed  that 
^  he  {houid  be  informed  of  the  whole 
^  matter  by  Lady  Bon  Ton. — The  angry 
•*  Baronet  walked  away,  muttering  and 
^grumbling  every  ftep  he  went,  but, 
«♦  how  the  Ladies  got  off,  I  cannot  now 
^  rccollea.*' 
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CHAP.    IV. 

A        NOCTURNAL        ADVENTURE,       WHICH 
THREATENED    TO    PRODUCE    THE    MOST 

SERIOUS      consequences!  EUTERPE 

GETS    HERSELF     REBUKED   FOR    HAVING 
PREVENTED     IT    FROM    SUCCEEDING! 

TT WING  fet  out  with  a  full  deter- 
-*-  -■"  mination  to  "  tell  no  faljehood^  and  no 
"  truth  Jupprefs^''  the  Authorefs  thinks  her- 
felf  in  honour  bound  to  fulfill  her  in- 
tentions; and  though  fhe  may  feel  a  de- 
licacy arifing  within  her  own  bofom, 
when  (he  is  about  to  relate  events  which 
might  wound  the  feelings  of  others; 
Ihe  will  not  (however  painful  the 
talk)  be  withheld  from  developing  the 
following  faS,  though  (he  may  be  in- 
duced  canttioyfly  to  conceal^  beneath  a  veil, 
the  parties  concerned  ;  that  they  may  not 
have  reafon  to  feel  the  leaft  terror  on 
Vol.  I.  E  having 
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having  tbofe  fccTies  laid  open  and  rev!  ved^ 
which  cjught  for  ever  to  be  caCt  into  ub* 
livionl^ — Fear  not,  aoiiable  Seliodt  we 
will  be  as  delicate  of  thy  fainc  as  the  re* 

cording  Angel  vill  be  julh But  do 

you  not  oft  times  fh udder  at  the  immi- 
nent danger  you  were  in? — The  narrow 
efcape  you  had?  The  rifque  you  ran!  f 
— poffcffed  of  beauty  rufficicnt  to  over* 
turn  the  philorophy  of  a  wifer  man  than 

* ! But  it   is    not    a  vifh   to 

bciray  the  youthful  foibles  of  thofe  who 
were  Udinio  error  at  an  age  in  which  in* 
djfcretion  ought  to  find  pardon :  it  h  our 
wifli  only  to  lay  open,  and  cxpofc  to 
cenfurc,  the  bafe  condud  of  ihofe  wbofe 
ovTY  it  wai  to  have  FftOTiCTEi»  roytiti 

VlETtJE,   and  IKfJOCUNCEH 

When  every  bed  was  occupied  by  the 
numerous  gucfts  who  were  oo  a  viht  at 

Bon  Ton  Hall,  Mifi was  obliged  to 

lay  upon  a  fo0a  in  Lady  B/s  dreflTrng-room. 
£uterpCf  being  ignorant  of  this  circum* 
fiance,  and  reeing  the  door  wide  open  a^ 
flie  was  pafling  by  to  her  ova  chwiber, 
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went  in,  as  it  was  often  her  cuftom  to 
do,  to  amufe  herfclf  with  looking  over 
the  pidures,  and  a  great  variety  of  beau- 
tiful curiofities  with  which  that  room  was 
embellifhed ;  and  perceiving  no  candle^ 
(he  could  have  no  idea  of  any  perfon 
being  there ;  ihe  had  advanced  towards 
the  toilet,  before  (he  perceived  that  the 
foflFa  was  made  into  a  bed;-^but  what 
was  her  furprife,  when   (he  found  Mifs 

— — •  in  the  arms  of ! !  She  fcreamed 

out  violently,  and  ran  out  of  the  room 
deaf  to  the  entreaties  of  the  lovers,  who 
begged  her  not  to  betray  them.  But  her 
fright,  as  well  as  indignation,  prompted 
her  to  call  out  loudly  to  Sir  William, 
who,  with  all  the  gentlemen  that  were  in 
the  fupper  room,  flew  up  ftairs  into  the 
drefling  room,  before  the  lover  had  time 
to  depart;  the  ladies,  who  were  moft  of 
ihem  in  their  night  cloaths,  flocked  im« 
mediately  into  the  room;  Sir  William 
feemed  greatly  (hocked  (for  (he  was  near* 
ly  related  to  him)  and  was  at  firft,  very 
fcvere  with  - — ,  who  endeavoured  to 

£  z  laugh 
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Iftugb  k  ofT  ai  an  mmcefd  froliCi  fiytngy 
'*  Upon  my  foul^  Sir  William*  I  tnctnt 
^  no  harmf  you  fee  I  am  quite  drcfTcd, 
^*  all  but  rtiy  coiit  and  Hioci***  Sir  Wil* 
Ibm  was  then  abh^eJ  to  pnknd  lo  laugh 
ic  off  iilfu,  far  there  was  no  altcrnalive; 
he  mull  have  cnhctfiigntd  lo  look  on  it 
a^  a  jell,  or  hive  calkd  him  oul!  In  this 
manner  men  are  often  umcss  embarrafFcd 
through  ihc  indilctctions  of  thDUuhtlef^ 
fcmiilcs!— -But  the  ladies  fecmed  out- 
ragcQuOy  angry  with  Euterpe,  for  hav- 
ing (aj  they  (md)  raifed  Tucb  a  ditlurbance 
and  uproar  In  the  houfet  particularly 
Lady  H,  who^  goGd  miundh  oblervcd^that 

flic  was  very   furc  that  Mr. »  meant 

no  harm,  did  you f  andf  coniinued 

fliCt  there  was  no  occafion  for  Euterpe, 
10  have  been  To  verj*  officious.^— The 
infamous  conduit  of  the  married  women 
in  being  angry  with  Eutcrpci  whom  ihcy 
ougbl  rather  to  have  thanked  u  the  Ta*^ 
viour  of  the  young  ladyV  honours  would 
be  almoft  incredible  lo  thofe,  who  arc  un- 
acquaiiued  wiih  the  chara£lers  and  ton- 

duct 


[    ^9    ] 
duft  offuch  kind  of  females  to  which  toi» 
and  FASHION  are  fo  highly  indebted  :  but 
to  give  the  true  reafon  why  Lady  H.  was 
more    exafperated   agaihft   Euterpe  (on 
whom  (he  beftowed  many  ill-natured  far- 
cafras)  than  any  of  the  other  ladies,  was 
owing  to  a  little  grudge  fhe  owed  that 
young  lady  for  having  very  innocently 
difcovered  to  the  world,  that  her  ladyfhip 
was  not  altogether  without  her  play-fellow 
too !  which  was  deteQed  in  the  following 

manner.  Captain ,.a  man  of  fenfe 

and  honour,  and  who  had  often  appeared 
greatly  difgufted  with  the  levity  and  im* 
proper  conduft  of  fome  of  the  married 
ladies,  faw  Euterpe  fitting  alone  in  the 
drawing  room,  at  near  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  w)xen  almoft  every  one  had  re- 
tired to  their  own  chambers;  after  ex- 
preffing  his.  furprife,  he  afked  her  the  rea- 
fon, of  her^not  going  to  bed  ?  She  felt 
rather  embarrafled  to .  tell  the  reafon,  but 
he  infifted  upon  knowing  why ;  "  It  is 
*^  more  agreeable  to  me,"  faid  Euterpe, 
^'  to  be  here  alone  than  up  (lairs,  for  I 

*'  cannot 
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•*  cannot  go  to  bed  whilft  ihcrc  it  si  man 
**  in  ihc  room  {'  you  aftoDifli  mci  replied 
Capt.  *-'^,  what  man?  Who  is  ic  you 
mean?  Do  explain  yourfclf!  ^*  k  is  (laid 
*^  Euterpe)  Mr.  B.  be  always  comeii  in 
■^  every  Dtght  witii  Lady  H.  vho,  wlih  her 
*^  fitter,  lays  in  the  fame  room  vtiih  me  ^ 
^  anil  I  am  obliged  to  Cn  there,  foTnetimed 
^^  near  an  hour,  whild  I^dy  II.  and  Mr.B* 
^^  are  romping  >"  goad  God^  cxclaimcd  lite 

Captain^  what  a  pack  of  b s  there  are 

in  this  boufe!  by  0*4,  I  will  inrorm  Sir 
WilUam  that  his  houfe  is  become  a  mere 
b...J!  Come  along  with  mc^  I  will  Toon 
make  him  leave  the  room,  lake  my  word 
for  it  I  fo  taking  Euterpe  under  hij 
arm,  be  itfeni,  i^  iih  a  very  fuUen  counie- 
nmace,  into  tbe  bed  chamber^  where  he 
found  Lady  H.  and  her  ptay  fellow  al 
romps  ufion  ihe  htdl  whilft  her  demure- 
eyed  fjitcr  wa$  undreffing  at  the  toilet  1 1 
So,  fayt  Lady  H.  (in  a  fneering  manner) 
I  fee  you  ha?e  brought  your  Cttifim  with 
youi  no,  madam,  replied  the  Captain  an- 
grily, I  am  noi  cume  as  Euterpe'*  Cutjke^ 

but 
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but  as  her  guard  and  prote6tor;  what  do 
you  mean  by  that  fir?  fays  Lady  H> 
I  mean,  madam,  that  it  is  very  hard  upon 
Euterpe,  that  fhe  cannot  be  fufFered  to  go 
to  bed  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  fa- 
tigued as  ihe  is  with  dancing :  who  hin- 
ders her,  pray  ?  "  why,  how  can  I  (fays 
*^  Euterpe)    poffible     undrefs,    madam, 
**  whilft  Mr.  B.  is  in  the  room  ?"    Lord, 
child,  you  are  mighty  delicate  fure;  why 
can't  you  draw  the  fcreen  round  your 
bed  ?  you  need  not  be  under  any  apprc- 
henfions,  there  is  no  body  here,  I  affure 
you,  that  will  interrupt  you,  or  trouble 
thdr  heads  about  you.     Lady  H.  was  fo 
provoked  with  the  Captain  and  Euterpe,- 
that  fhe  never  after  was  thoroughly  re- 
conciled to  them.    This  difcovery,  added 
to  the  above  mentioned  noftumal  adven- 
ture, made  many  of  the  guefts  rather  more 
referved  towards  each  other  than  they 
had  been  heretofore,  and  of  courfe  leflen- 
ed  that  confidence  and  harmony,  which 
fo  greatly  helps  to  contribute  to  the  plea-, 
fure  and  happinefs  of  fociety. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    V. 

THE  PEDLAR,    THOUGH  A  JEW,    IN  GREAT 
DANCER     OF      BEING     OUTWITTED      BY 

LADY  BON  TON. A  DISCOVERY  OF  THE 

PRIVY  PURSE. 

/^  N  E  morning  when  all  the  Ladies 
^^  were  affembled  together  in  the  li- 
brary, a  fervant  informed  them  that  there 
was  a  pedlar  at  the  door  who  afked  per- 
miflion  to  (hew  the  Ladies  the  contents 
of  his  pack,  and  that  he  had  alfo  got  fome 
India  filks  :  India  filks !  exclaimed  Lady 
B.  ?  moft  certainly  we  will  kcthem!  1 
fuppofe  (continued  Ihe)  that  fome  of  you 
Ladies  will  be  tempted  to  make  a  pur- 
chafe  ;  for  my  part  I  think  them  the  moft 
beautiful  fummer  drefles  that  can  poffibly 
be  imagined,  they  are  fo  light  and  flowing, 
and  fhew  the  fliape  to  the  higheft  advan- 
tage :  but  the  Ladies  were  all  againft  the 
man  being  admitted,  as  they  obferved  it 

was 
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was  a  pity  to  make  him  undo  his  pack,  as 
none  of  them  chofe  to  become  purchafers. 
Well  (fays  Lady  B.)  if  you  do  not  chufc 
to  buy  any,  that's  nothing,  let  us  tofs  over 
his  filks  by  all  means,  it  will  ferve  ptrur 
fajfer  U  terns ;  fo  (turning  to  her  fervant) 
ordered  iht/clloxo  to  come  in. — Prefcntly 
vin  comes  the  Jew,  whofe  black  beard  and 
meagre  phiz  ferved  to  employ,  for  fome 
time,  the  rifible  faculties  of  the  Ladies,— 
'  The  poor  wretch  could  fcarcely  be  al* 
lowed  fufficient  time  to  unpack  his  load 
from  the  impatience  of  the  Ladies,  who 
were  for  cutting  the  cords,  which  the 
more  prudent  Jew  chofe  to  uritye.  The 
tables  and  chairs  were  prefently  covered 
with  a  variety  of  eye4raps^  many  of  which 
were  eagerly  purchafed  by  fome  of  the 
Ladies ;  the  India  filks,  however,  were  the 
mod  irrefiftible ;  but  being  the  moil  ex* 
penfive  alfo,  there  were  very  few  pur- 
chafers: but  before  any  one  had  the 
liberty  to  make  a  choice.  Lady  B.  feiz- 
ed  two  of  the  pieces,  one  a  rofe  colour 
and  the  other  a  bufiF,  which  ihe  ordered 
Vou  L  F  the 
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ihc/dlow  to  unfold  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  to  fee  whether  there  was  any  fpot 
er  (lain  in  the  filk;  obferving  to  the 
Jew,  that  if  they  were  not  fmnggUd  goods, 
they  could  not  have  been  his  property  > 
unlefs  they  were  fome  damaged  articles 
thrown  a-fide  by  the  mercers;  therefore 
(faid  (he)  I  expeft  to  have  them  a  very 
good  bargain.  It  was  rather  a  diverting 
fcene  to  fee  the  pains  this  Chrijlian  Lady 
took  to  outwit  the  Jew ;  but  as  there  was 
not  a  fpot  or  the  leaft  blemifli  upon  either 
of  the  filks  (which  was  more  than  any 
one  could  have  laid  of  her  Ladyfliip)  he 
afked  an  high  price,  which  caufed  a  long 
altercation,  in  which  cunning  Ifaac  got  the 
better;  and  her  Ladyfliip  was  obliged  to 
be  contented  with  one  of  the  pieces  inftead 
of  both.  But  the  greateft  difficulty  was 
yet  to  come,  being  under  a  dilemma,  not 
knowing  which  of  the  two  pieces  to^hufe ! 
She  confulted  the  Ladies,  then  next,  the 
looking  glafs  to  determine  her  choice, 
and,  at  laft,  fixed  upon  the  buff,  the  rofe 
colour  being  thought  to  kill  the  com- 
plexion. 
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plexion/  Whilft  the  poor  itinerant  wus 
doing  up  his  pack  again,  Lady  B.  went 
up  ftairs  for  money  to  pay  him,  but  hear- 
ing her  hufband's  voice  in  the  hall,  fli« 
ran  down  again,  calling  out  to  him  ''  I 
*^  am  glad  you  are  come  in,  for  I  have 
"  bought  the  prettied  filk  you  ever  beheld, 
"  and  I  beg  you  will  give  me  fome  money 
"  to  pay  for  it."     '  Good  God  !     Betty, 

*  what  did  you  buy  filk  for  (fays  he) '  when 

*  you  have  got  already  fach  a  quantity  of 

*  clothes?'  "That  is  true, ray  dear," (repli- 
ed her  Lady  (hip)  "  but  this  is  an  Indian  huff; 
"  I  might  not  be  able  to  meet  with  fo  good 
"  a  bargain  for  a  long  time,  therefore 
**  thought  it  was  bed  to  make  fure  of  it 
**  now/'  *  Well,'  (fays  Sir  William)  '  how 

*  much  does  it  come -to  ?  "  Why"  (fays 
file)  *^  that  and  a  few  other  trifles^  come 
**  to  eight  guineas."  *  I  have  not,'  (re- 
plied   he)    ^  fo   much   in   the  houfc;    I 

*  have  only  three  guineas  in  my  pocket;* 
which,  throwing  upon  the  table  with  greai 
emotion,  he  walked  off,  and  her  Lady* 
fhip  after  him,  into  the  ^rdcn,  where 

F  2  there 
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there  feendcd  to  pafs  that  kind  of  conver- 
fation  which  is  not  uncommon  between  a 
nan  and  his  wife,  whofe  fentiments  do  not 
always  coincide! — But  as  what  Sir  William 
had  given  her  was  by  no  means  enough 
for  the  purpofe,  fhe  was  obliged  once 
more  to  go  to  her  own  privy  purfe^  which 
there  was  much  reafon  to  fuppofe  her 
hufband  knew  nothing  of.  The  pedlar 
being  in  hafte  to  be  gone,  one  of  the 
young  Ladies  was  fent  up  to  Lady  B.  to 
inform  her,  that  the  man  was  very  im- 
patient, and  rather  out  of  humour  at  be- 
ing kept  fo  long.  She  found  her  Lady* 
Ihip  upon  her  knees  (iiot^at  prayers)  but 
at  one  of  the  lower  drawers  in  her  dref- 
fing  room,  in  which  there  appeared  a 
great  quantity  of  gold  andjilvcr  coin.  Now 
whether  it  was  the  current  coin  of  this 
realm  or  not,  has  not  be  recorded, 
though  we  fhould  be  led  to  imagine  it 
was  7wt^  by  her  being  fo  anxious  to  get  at 
^t  which  her  hufband  had  in  his  pocket; 
or  elfe  why  fhould  fhe  have  troubled 
him  at  all,.wheh  fhe  had  fo  much  in  flore? 

But 
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But  aft  this  is  merely  an  idle  conjcfture, 
we  may  therefore  as  well  go  on  with. re- 
lating the  plain  matter  of  faft: — As  the 
gallery  which  led  to  the  drefling-room 
was  carpeted,  her  Lady  (hip  did  not  hear 
the  approaches  of  the  young  Lady  who 
was  fent  as  embaffadrefs  on  the  part  of 
the  pedlar,  flie  had  not  time  therefore  or 
opportunity  to  conceal  her  ireafurc  from 
the  inquifitive  eye  of  the  female  pkni-fo^ 
who  was  clofe  to  her,  before  her  Ladylhip 
had  the  lead  idea  that  ihe  was  overlooked, 
but  the  moment  (he  was  apprifed  of  the 
circumftance  (he  feemed  rather  confufcd, 
and  hailily  Ihut  the  drawer;  telling  the 
pleni'po^  that  ihe  fliould  be  down  in  an  in- 
ftant.  Meantime,  Sir  William  feeing  the 
pedlar  in  the  hall,  afked  him  what  he 
ftaid  for  ?  to  which  the  man  replied,  that 
he  wiflied  to  be  gone  as  it  grew  late,  but 
that  he  waited  to  be  paid.  At  that  inftant 
her  Ladyfhip  appeared,  when  the  affair 
between  her  and  the  Jew  was  foon  fettled ; 
but  what  Sir  William  thought  oith^  matter, 
upon  feeing  her  pay  five  guineas  more 
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lawn,  advancing^  in  his  elegant  phaeton^ 
drawn  by  two  milk  white  horfes,  with 
flowing  tails  and  manes,  towards  the 
door  of  the  faloon.  Lady  Bon  Ton  gave 
zfcrcam  of  joy,  and,  with  her  hufband^ 
(who  was  alfo  fond  of  NobUJfe)  rofe 
from  the  table  to  welcome  in  their  noble 
vifitor,  who  fortunately  came  as  the  fe- 

cond  courfc  was  ferving. No   two 

magpies  that  ever  met  jabbered  with 
more  delight  and  clatter  than  did  her 
Ladyfhip  and  the  accomplifhed  Marquis. 
Even  Satiricus,  by  his  Jilence^  feemed 
humbled;  and,  indeed,  there  was  that  em- 
prefsement  in  the  noble  ftranger's  manner, 
that  feemed  to  caft  reproach  upon  every 
Engliftiman  prcfent;  for  nothing  could 
be  more  oppofite  than  their  drefs  and 
manners :  and^  if  we  might  be  permitted 
to  make  fo  mean  a  comparifon,  it  was 
like  fetting  the  uniueildy  Jir-loin  on  the 
table  in  company  with  whipt  fyllabubs 
and  trifles. — Her  Ladyfljip  now  forgot 
to  do  the  honours  of  her  table,  be- 
yond   that    of  helping  the   Marquis  to 
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every  delicacy  that  it  contained.  When 
the  Ladies  were  about  to  retire,  the  well 
.  bred  Marquis  not  only  handed  her  Lady- 
fhip  to  the  door,  but  likewife  retired  with 
them  into  the  drawing  room,  agreeable 
to  the  polite  etiquette  pf  his  country,  when 
the  Engliih  Gentlemen  were  left  toi  talk 
politics,  and  muz  over  their  bottle.  The 
Ladies  had  not  been  long  in  the  drawing 
room  before  fome  of  the  Marquis's  Juitt 
made  their  appearance;  and,  to  give  a 
zed  to  the  converfation,  the  French  horns 
were  ordered  upon  the  lawn,  the  found 
of  which  rouzed  the  Gentlemen  of  the  bottle^ 
who  all  flocked  into  the  drawing  room; 
when  the  ufual  afternoon  refrefliments 
appeared.  This  addition,  to  the  party,  pf 
fix  French  officers,  induced  I^tdy  Bon 
Ton  to  order  mufic  forcoQntry  dancer, 
which  diverfion  was  feldom  omitted,  un- 
lefs  on  thofe  nights  which  were  devoted 
to  theatrical  amufements.  — Whilil  the 
company  were  engaged  in  dancing,  in 
came  Lord  Wiltpn  and  Sir  Charlu  B.  %9 
whom  the  Marquis  iiad  the  hpiiour  tp 
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be  prefented,  to  whom  his  LordfHip  very 
politely  gave  an  invitation  to  dine  with 
him  the  next  day;  his  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  all  the  nobility  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  a  round  of  dinners  was 
given  to  the  noble  ftranger,  who,  no 
doubt,  was  foon  convinced  that  the  true 
politcnefs  of  a  well  bred  Englifhman  did  not 
corifijl  merely  in  polite  fpeeches^  grins^Jhrugs^ 

and  bows- As   the  Marquis    had    a 

lodging  very  conveniently  fituated  clofe  to 
Bon  Ton  Hall,  he  often  favoured  the 
party  with  his  conlpany,  but  if  he  was 
engaged  elfewhere  in  an  evening,  he  did 
not  omit  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  Lady  Bon 
Ton  at  her  toilet;  but  as  this  tete  a  tetc 
became  very  frequent,  it  was  taken  no- 
tice of  by  Tome  of  the  cynical  Gentlemen, 
who  moft  likely  had  a  hint  from  fome  of 
the  Ladies  who  did  not  approve  of  her 
Ladyfhip's  monopolizing  the  Marquis,  as 
*'  pleafed  to  ruin  others  ziooing^  Tiever  happy  in 
•'  their  ownJ'  But  let  that  be  as  it  may, 
there  was  a  fudden  (lop  put  to  his  morning 
vifits,  though  he  was  invited  to  come  with 
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his  'party  in  an  evening  to  dance.  But 
though  Lady  Bon  Ton  was  cruelly  de- 
prived of  th€^etite  converjation  at  her  toilet; 
fhe  was  determined  to  make  herfelf  amends 
by  carrying  on  a  little  correfpondence 
through  the  afliftance  of  her  favourite 
maid;  but  as  her  Lady fhip  was  ftill  cau- 
tious of  trufting  her  too  far,  Ihe  made  her 
believe  that  the  correfpondence  was  carried 
on  between  the  Marquis  and  one  of  the 
young  Ladies,  for  which  purpofe  flie  fet 
Euterpe  to  copy  her  love  letters,  and  alfo 
direft  them,  fo  that  neither  the  maid  or 
any  other  perfon  could  know  that  her 
Lady  fhip  had  any  hand  in  it!!  We -will 
leave  the  reader  to  make  his  own  com- 
ments on  this  kind  of  conduft  in  a  mar- 
ried  woman! I  and  to  draw  in  young  inno- 
cent girls  to  ajijl  her  in  her  vices ! — What 
an  *  infernal  charafter ! ! !  Although  the 
Marquis  danced  mod  evenings,  he  was 
not  always  afked  to  flay  fupper ;  bnt  Sir 
William  having  one  day  fent  a  card  of 
inyitation  to  him  and  his  friends  to  fpend 
G  2  the 
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the  evening.  Lady  Bon  Ton  thought  that 
this  would  be  a  favourable  opportu|iity 
to  put  her  favorite  plan  into  execution  of 
having  ma^s  and  fancy  dreffis^  which  (he 
fcad  mentioned  fome  time  before,  but  wait* 
cd  till  {he  had  an  addition  to  the  ufusd 
party,  which,  with  the  French  officers, 
would  make  up  about  thirty  perfons ;  and 
without  at  all  confulting  her  hufband, 
&t  informed  the  Ladies  of  her  defign,  who 
were  very  well  pleafed  with  the  fcheme. 
Tte  moment  they  had  retired  after  dinner, 
fte  ran  with  rapturous  hafte  to  her  ward- 
robe,  from  which  flie  took  out  a  number 
of  mafks,  feathers,  flowers,  gauze,  rib- 
l>onds,  hats,  garlands,  and  every  kind 
€>f  ornament,  fo  that  they  might  appear 
in  what  ever  charaQer  they  liked  heft. 

*^  Dawen,  boxes,  cloiets,  cbefls  and  cafes, 
^^  Defies^  cabinets,  and  fucb  like  places, 
**  Were  all  unlocked,  at  once  to  get, 
•*  Her  point,  her  gauze,  her  IVuflkn  net, 
<*  With  fifty  names,  of  fifty  kinds, 
^*  Wbkh  fiiit  variety  of  minds.** 
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Every  female  was  now  employed  at  the  toi- 
let, and  almoft  drefled  when  Lady  Bon  Toa 
came  in  equipped  in  the  cbarader  of  a  bal* 
lad  finger.  Sht  was  tq  impatient  to  run 
down  and  (hew  herfelf,that(he  would  not 
ftay  till  the  Ladies  were  ready  to  accom- 
pany her,  upon  which  flie  falUed  forth  to 
receive  the  compliments  due  to  her  tast* 
and  spirit!  but  behold,  "  O  grief  of 
"  griefs!'*  (for  few  things  anfwer  our 
mod  fanguine  expedations)  inftead  of 
that  delight  and  joy  which  Jhe  felt,  and 
with  which  flic  wiflicd  to  infpire  others^ 
flie  was  received  by  the  Gentlemen  (who 
were  ftill  enjoying  themfelves  round  the 
bottle)  with  that  indifference  and  fanff'- 
froid  which  threw  fuch  a  damp  upon  her 
fpirits,  that  when  flie  came  up  again,  flic 
threw  herfelf  down  in  a  chair,  crying  and 
fobbing  like  a  whipt  fchool  girl,  for  fomc 
time;  then  rifing  up  with  violent  anger 
and  vexation,  on  being  difappointed  of 
her  amufement,  flie  faid,  with  the  utmoft 
indignation,  "  thefe  cold  Engli/kmen  there 
*^  is  no  plcafing ;  how  different  would  this 
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"  little  frolic  have  been  received  in  either 
*^  France  or  Italy!!*'  The  aftonifhitient 
of  the  Ladies  was  equal  to  their  mortifica- 
tion, having  been  at  the  trouble  to  drefs 
to  no  purpofe  ;  for  though  fhe  endea- 
voured to  prevail  upon  them  to  go  down 
in  their  drefles,  for  two  reafons,  one  was  to 
Ihew  that  there  were  others  who  deferved 
equal  blame;  though  Ihe  was  alfo  in  hopes 
that  when  all  the  party  were  affembled  toge- 
ther, in  their  different  dreffes,  her  fchemc 
might  Jlill  fueceed;  but  fhe  was  greatly 
miflaken  to  imagine  that  any  of  the  Ladies 
would  run  the  hazard  of  ^Jimilar  rebuke, 
when  their  leader  had  met  with  fo  little 
fuccefs. — As  foon  therefore  as  they  were 
again  attired  in  their  domeflic  apparel, 
they  affembled  in  the  drawing  room, 
where  they  found  the  Gentlemen,  when 
they  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  witty 
jefls  and  fnecrs  of  thofe  among  them,  who 
were  ill-natured  enough  to  be  pleafed  at 
their  having  overturned  the  romantic  in- 
tentions of  Lady  Bon  Ton,  who  recovered 
her  ufual  good  humour  on  the  appearance 
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of  the  Marquis  and  his  fuite:  but  ftill 
Lady  Bon  Ton  did  not  feel  perfeftly  cafy, 
as  flie  could  not  but  perceive  the  whifpers, 
winks,  and  nods  that  were  levelled  againft 
her  and  the   Marquisy  and   that  all   the 
Ladies  were  upon  the  titter ;  added  to 
which,    Satiricus,  who  never  let  flip  an 
opportunity   of  turning  every  thing  he 
could  into  ridicule,  was  more  fevere  up- 
on her  than  the  reft,  for  he  walked  about 
the  room,    finging  to  himfelf  (but  loud 
enough  for  all  the  company  to  hear,  a 
well-known  fong  in  the  Dtvil  t9  Pay)  "  If 
^  you  cut  her  oflF  fhort  of  her  meat  and 
**  her  fport,  and  ten  times  a  day  hoop  the 
*^  barrel,  brave  boys."  This  was  too  much, 
all  the  company  burft  out  into  an  immode- 
rate fit  of  laughter,  which  made  thcFrench- 
men  ftare,  (who  did  not  know  a  word  of 
Englifti)  and  greatly  difcompofedherLady- 
fhip;  but,  however,  Satiricus  being  called 
to  order  by  the  Ladies,  each  led  their  part- 
ners to  the  joyful  dance,  when  the  even- 
ing ended  with  mirth  and  harmony.     As 
Satiricus  is  often  mentioned  in  thid  little 
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litAoryt  fhe  rcadcr«  perhap^s  may  be  cii 
fimii  to  know  rotticthtng  more  of   thai] 
Genilenisui's  cbaxacier:  he  was  very  hatid-1 
fimiet    pofleffed  of  brillimnt  partH    ^nd 
true  native  humour;  btii  his  wit  wajt  loo 
often  obfccne,  and  be  did  not  always  pay 
the  rc^stil  that  be  ought  to  the  favoirriee 
tnaxtni  ol  llcuiy  the  XVth,  in  ohfervoig^ 
**  TiMi,  rtAGe,  and  n^asoii  ;'*  as  a  iiulc 
fpectmen  of  whicbf  we  will   relate   ibc 
following  anecdote :  *^Bciag  introduced 
ID    Sir  Richard   L.    who    married    the 
Dachcfs  of  XL  he  w^is  invited  to  Hay  din- 
ner^   Sir  Richard,  who  had  been  infono- 
rd  be  could  fing  wiili  infitiiic  taflet  begged 
ihe  favour  of  him  to  indulge  the  Duchrfs 
with  a  fong^  to   which  he  readily  com* 
|ilied,  but  it  was/ii^rA  0/img  as  be  ought  Co 
have  been  kickt^  out  of  the  roonit  or 
thrown  head-long  out  of  the  windoW|  for 
fingtng ! !    If  there  had  been   even  the 
grcdiclt  ifiitinacy  between  him  and  Sir 
liich;trd,  it  would  have  been  unpardon- 
able in  the  prefeuce  of  a  lady  ;  but  on 
M^rfl  vi&tj  and  before   fuch   a  woman 

as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    49    ) 

as  the  Duchefsof  B ^  it  required  that 

efFrontry  that  no  other  man  but  Satiricus 
pofleffed!  and  how  does  the  aftoniflied 
reader  think  he  was  chdftifed  by  the  highly 
offended  Baronet  and  the  Duchefs  ?  why, 
by  giving  him  a  general  invitation,  and 
by  offering  him  their  purfe  to  aflift  him 
in  furniihing  his.  houfe,  well  known  by 
the  name  of  Mahogany  Hall ! !  The  fub- 
jed  of  the  fong  was  an  anecdote  o£  Billy 
P.  (afterwards  Lord  C  d)  it  was  in- 

delicate beyond  conception,  but  it  was 
pardoned  for  the  fake  of  the  wit  and  hu- 
mour  it  contained,  which  was  thought  tQ 
overbalance  the  indecent  allufion* 


Vol.  I.  H  CHAP, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(      $0     ) 


CHAP.    VIL 

HAUT-TON,  OR  A  SPECIMEN  Or  FEMALE 
DELICACY;  NEAT  AS  IMPORTED  FROM. 
THE  CONTINENT. 

A  COACH  and  four,  with  a  numerous 
retinue,  drove  up  to  the  door  of 
the  faloon,  when  Mrs.  Langui/h  was  an- 
nounced, who  entered  the  drawing  room 
with  great  Jlate.  She  fpoke  but  little ;  but 
with  an  afFefted  hauteur^  and  a  kind  of 
well-bred  contempt^  kept  looking  around  her 
to  fee  whether  there  was  any  one  Jhe  knew. 
After  Ihe  had  indulged  hcrfelf  with  this 
affefled  referve  and  thefe  airs  of  confequence 
for  fome  time,  Ihe  coldly  ajked  where  was 
Cornutus  ?  (for,  continued  fhe,)  I  hope  I 
am  come  time  enough  to  fee  your  play,  as 
I  could  wifh  to  know  what  fort  of  figure  he 
makes  in  Mark  Anthony !  upon  which  fhe 
fet  up  a  kind  of  a  fatirical  forced  laugh. 
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At  that    inftant  her  hufband  appeared^, 
when  he  politely  kiffed  her  cheek,  which 
fhe  cooly  turned    toward  his>   but  with 
ftrfcH  good  breedings  having  made  the  grand  * 
tour  with  her  hufband,  {he  aped  all  the  fo- 
reign manners,  but  like  Lady  Bon  Ton, 
copied    only  their    foibles.       She    com- 
plained of  being  fatigued  after  her  jour- 
ney, hinted  her  wifti   of  going  early  tp 
bed,  and  defired  flie  might  be  Ihewn  to 
her  chamber.     As  fhe  paffed  through  the 
hall  fhe  ordered  Antonio  (her  Gentleman) 
who  was  in  waiting,  to  bring  her  a  glafs  of 
water  as  foon  as  he  was  informed  fhe  was 
in  bed ! !— "  This  fpeech"  (fays  Euterpe) 
'^  aflonifhed    and    amazed    me    beyond 
*^  every  thing  I  had  either  heard  or  yet 
**  feen  ;'and  I  was  the  more  fo  as  I  did 
'^  not  perceive  that  it  was  the  Icafl  re- 
"  marked  by  any  of  the  Ladies  who  were 
"  prefent.  I  could  not  refrain  from  cxpref- 
*'  fing  my  furprife  to  the  Ladies  when  we 
"  were  again  feated  in  the  drawing  room ; 
''  for,  as  all  the  Gentlemen  were  at  bil. 
**  liards,  I  ventured  to  fpeak   my  fenti- 
H  2  **  mcnts 
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*^  men  If  very  frtely  or  the  indecent  con- 
**  diifl  of  Mrs,  L^ngttifh;   but  mllcad    ol* 
**  fhcir  coinciding  yfHh  mc  in  my  opmion, 
**  I  was  ftill  more  rurprifcd  and  inoriified 
^  to  find  I  was  only  laughed  at  and  ridi* 
**  cukd,  pariimkrfy  by  Lady  Bon  Ton, 
*'  who  obfcrved,  that  it  was  a  Cgn  1  never 
**  had  been  abrmd,  or  elfc  I  Qiould  fcaree- 
"  ly  have  been  furprired  al  o  tbing  of  thai 
**  lini.     The  ladies  now  withdrew^  In  or* 
**  dcr  to  go  to  their  chamber??/'      Mrs. 
Stalely,  who  was  a  woirtan  of  much  nmrc 
decorum  than  any  of  the  relU  and  who 
had  been  Glenc  during  ihe  above  tcvpie^ 
give  a  hint  to  Euterpe  to  follow  her  to 
her  bed-chamber,  wbeie  fhe  began  as  foU 
lows:  **  I  do  not  wonder,  my  dear  Eu- 
**  terpe,  at  your  exprcfling  your  lurprtfe 
"ai  Mrs,  Languifh,    for   ordering  her 
**  Gentleman  to  bring  her  the  water  e^lrr 
"  fljc  was  in  bed,  for  I  confc fi  I  think  aj 
•*  you  doi  that  it  is  very  indelicate ;  hot 
•*  the  Ladies  who  have  been  much  abroad 
"  are  fo  accuftomed  to  fee  thofc  fort  of 
^*  freedoms  among  tbe  French  and  Italian 

women., 
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"  women  that  it  does  not  ftrike  them  as 
*'  it  does  thofe  who  never  vifited  the  Con- 
"  tinent.  But  what  will  you  fay  when  I 
"  tell  you  that  Antonio  not  only  carries 
**  her  the  water  after  fhe  is  in  bed,  but 
"  airs  her  fhift  or  any  other  linen  (he  may 
"  want,  and  takes  it  to  her  in  the  morning 
"  bijbre  fhe  is  up ;  and,  befidcs  dreffing 
"  her  hair,  he  is  as  handy  in  helping  her 
^'  to  drefs  and  undrefs  as  any  waiting 
**  maid  you  ever  faw."  Euterpe  heard 
all  this  with  aftoniihment!  and  innocently 
afked,  whether  her  hufband  liked  fhe 
ihould  be  waited  oh  by  fuch  a  handfome 
man  as  Antonio  ?  at  which  queftion  Mrs. 
Stately,  (who  feldom  defigned  to  go  be- 
yond a  fmilc,  which  fet  off  the  fafcinating 
dimple  in  her  cheek)  laughed  outright, 
obftrving,  that  fhe  did  not  imagine  her 
hufband  cared  at  all  who  waited  upon 
his  wife,  fo  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  in- 
dulge his  own  inclinations  with  other  wo- 
men more  to  his  taftc ;  at  which  Euterpe 
exclaimed,  *'  good  God!  what  an  un* 
"  happy  wretch  fliould  I  be  if  I  had  a 
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"liufband  that  liked  any  other  woman 
"better  than  myfelf!!"  "Then  child," 
(refumed  Mrs.  S.)  "  you  had  better  never 
*^  marry,  for  it  is  ten  thoufand  to  one 
"  but  you  will  meet  with  that  mortifica« 
*' tion^  which,  ifyoufhould,  you  mud 
*^  bear  with  the  fame  patience  and  pbilo- 
*^  fophy  as  I  do;"  (heaving  a  gentle  figh.) 
*'  Dear  madam,  what  do  you  mean  ?"  (re- 
plied Euterpe)  "  why"  (fay  Mrs,  S,)  "  I 
"  mean  you  fhould  prepare  yourfelf  to 
"  bear  with  patience  and  refignation  the 
"  lot  of  moft  married  women:  for  my  part 
"  I  am  now  pretty  well  weaned,  though 
"  I  did  at  firft  fuffcr  the  utmoft  agony 
"  and  heart-felt  grief  when  I  found  that 
"  Mr.  Stately  had  an  intrigue  with  a  wo- 
"  man  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children, 
"  and  that  he  intends  to  take  her  with  him 
"  to  the  Weft  Indies,  (I  am  informed)  in  a 
*^  few  weeks !  So  I  would  not  have  you 
"  indulge  yourfelf,  child,  with  the  roman« 
"  tic  notions  of  having  a  hufband  all  to 
^^  yourfelf;  if  you  do,  you  will  be  a  mifer- 
"  able  Being.— If  I  had  ever  been  guilty 

"of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[    55    3 

"  of  fucfa  levities  and  improper  condu£l 
*'  for  which  both  Mrs.  Languifh  and  Lady 
**  Bon  Ton  have  been  juftly  accufed,  I 
**  could  not  have  expefted  or  have  merited 
*^  his  affe£lion  and  fidelity ;  but  I  never 
*'  gave  him  any  caufe  to  negleft  me.  As 
"  to  Mr.  L's.  hufband,  I  know  he  detefts 
**  her,  and  he  cannot,  I  think,  be  igno* 
*'  rant  of  her  intrigue  with  Mr.  B.  whom 
*'  you  will  fee  to-morrow.  As  for  Lady 
*^  Bon  Ton,  her  manners  are  totally 
**  changed  frpm  what  they  were  when  firft 
*'  fhe  was  married ;  fhe  was  then  a  very 
**  pretty  modeft  little  woman;  but  after 
*f  her  hufband  had  foolifhly  taken  her  to 
*^  France  and  Italy,  (he  came  back  fo  al- 
"  tered,  that  I  was  quite  fhocked ;  and, 
**  indeed.  Sir  William  is  too  .eafy  and 
"  good-natured  to  indulge  her,  as  he 
**  does,  in  all  her  extravagant  follies. 
"  Take  warning,  my  dear  Euterpe,  and 
"  profit  by  their  examples,  to  fhun  the 
^  precipice  into  which  ihey  have  fallen.*' 
— ^Euterpe  followed  her  counfel,  and  by 
preferving,  unfullied,  her  innocence  and 

virtue, 
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virtue,  (he  afterwards  obtained  the  utmoft 
blifs  that  Heaven  could  beftow,  in  giving 
her  to  a  man  of  fenfe,  honour,  and  virtue. 
Their  conjugal  happinefs  was  almoft 
without  example,  and  which  nothing  but 
DEATH  was  able  to  interrupt  for  the  fpace 
of  thirty  years! 


CHAP.    VIII. 

REFLECTIONS  ON    THE  FOREGOING  CHAP- 
TER  AN   ANECDOTE  OF  A   BEAUTIFUL 

FRENCH    COUNTESS. 

\  ^  7E  arc  induced  from  the  above  con- 
^  7  verfation  to  repeat  it,  once  more  as 
our  opinion,  that  it  is  owing  to  its  having 
been  the  fafhion,  for  fome  years  paft,  for 
the  £ngli(h  Ladies  to  have  fuch  frequent 
intercourfe  with  the  Continent,  that  we  fee 
fo  little  of  the  amiable  bafhfulnefs  which 
was  formerly  the  charaderiftic  of  Englifh 

women 
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^oihen  only,  who,  by  endeavouring  to  iitii- 
tate  the  manners  of  the  French  and  Italian 
Ladies,  have,  in  general,  over-/hot  their 
mark.  They  do  not  confider,  that  a 
French  woman  can  ufe  thofe  freedoms 
with  impunity  in  her  owrt  country,  which 
would  (lamp  even  her  as  a  courtefari  (if  fht 
was  guilty  of  the  fame  indecencies)  in 
England.  Th6n  how  much  worfe  does  it 
appear  in  the  naturally  referved  Englifh 
women,  who  learn  to  throw  off  thit  native 
diffidence  and  modefty,  for  which  they 
once  were  thought  superior  to  the  fe- 
males of  every  other  nation  under  the 
fun,  and  were  admired  by  all  foreigners  I 
What  (hould  we  have  thought  of  a  young 
Englifh  woman  of  quality  if  we  had  heard 
the  following  ftory  related  of  her;  which 
is  SL/a3  that  cannot  be  doubted,  as  we  had 
it  from  the  lips  of  the  late  Earl  of  Roch* 
ford  ?  When  his  Lordihip  was  appointed 
embaflador  to  the  court  of  France,  he  (as 
it  is  ufual)  ordered  a  lift  to  be  made  out  of 
all  the  nobility  whom  he  was  to  vifit; 
Vol.  !•  I  among 
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among  ibtm^^as  the  Couoidc^ 
ui  ycarsy  who  had  bccu  laiel) 
a  very  young  Lady.  The  £a 
perfonally  acquainted  wiik  ihc  Co\ 
had  never  fecn  ihc  bride.  II4 
rival  at  the  door  of  ihe  Cc 
vani  was  adccd  if  he  %sl$  al 
porter  replied  bii  mancr  was 
but  that  madmu  was  vifkk;  itpg 
ihe  Earl  wa«  eondufied  througb  a] 
of  rooinsy  when,  at  lengtli,  a  dooi; 
inio  a  tnagnificcnt  bed  chamber,  1 
found  tbeyoangand  beAutiftd  ^ 
filting  up  in  ber  bed  i  after  the  fi, 
iMions  were  over,  and  his  Lordl 
featcd  himfelf  by  (be  bdc  of  her  Ij 
filk  de  chmnirc  teft  the  roomt  bull 
in  a  few  minures  with  her  Lady*! 
which  having  wanned,  (he  feftoou 
in  an  elegant  manner^  and  then  p 
it  to  the  embaifador,  who  was  nti 
man  of  finifhed  breeding,  but  wtl 
cuflomed  to  the  aipeUt  of  ^  Frencl 
of  nuMiy'B  rurlk ;  he  therefore  < 
ciumife  and  held  .it   over 
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head,  who  immediately  threw  off  her  white 
fattin  bed-gown,  and  then,  (to  make  ufe  of 
his  Lordfhip's  own  words)  flipping  her  little 
white  (houlder  out  of  the  thtmife^  fte  was 
calling  off,  his  excellency  had  the  ho- 
nour of  putting  on  her  clean  one;  upon 
which  Ihe  made  her  acknowledgements^ 
with  great  politenefs  and  perfeft  good 
breeding.  When  his  Lordftiip  related  to 
us  this  circumftancc,  (which  happened  but 
a  very  few  weeks  before) an  Englifh  gen-' 
deman  prefent  aflced  him  whether  he  did 
not  complete  his  happinefs  in  faluting  the 
Countefs,  after  (he  had  fo  gracioufly  grant- 
ed him  fo  high  an  honour  ?  "  O  no,  (re- 
plied the  Earl)  '« if  I  had  mkde  the  leaft 
•*  offer  to  have  kiffed  her  lips^^  her  rcfent- 
**  ment  might  have  proved  fatal  to  mer*— 
The  truth  is,  a  French  woman  knows 
h&u)  far  to  go,  and  the  Englifli  woman 
knows  not  where  to  flop  !  The  only  rea- 
fon  that  can  be  afligned  for  this  difference 
is,  the  former  will  indulge  h^rfelf  with 
going  great  lengths  in  gallantry  without 
endangering  her  heart;  as  (for  the  raoft 
I  2  part) 
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pait)  the  French  females  if 
Grangers  fo  ihe  finer  Fee  tings  m 
to  fcniimcnt;  but  the  gcncnlil 
liUer^  who,  on  the  contrary^  pt] 
quifitc  fcnfibility,  are  alwajn  H 
of  fallings  whenever  they  vefitti^ 
mil  i&ojar^  even  ibofc  fort  of 
freedoms  which  are  liable  loj 
iippreOlon  on  their  beans,  fl 
of  an  Englifh  womau  it  ncveP 
Up}cfs  her  hedri  if. 


CHAP- 


AN    EXCC7A5IOK    TO    AFSLlY    tol 

i 
CAMP    J)t.Vlf£E   AT  WtNCniSTI 

sfAzcnz  OP  A  not)C£  bo.^^  th 

IT     OCCAStOKS    AMOHG     Tl 


1 


BUT  11  is  tiow  time  to  re 
reader  to  fion  Ton  HalL  K 
pumerous  gucfts  were  ail  aflcmt 


Digitized  by 


.oogle 


(    6i    ) 

breakfaft  room,  except  Mrs.  Languifli^ 
vho  was  ftill  too  much  fatigued  with  her 
journey  to  make  her  appearance,  when 
a  card  arrived  from  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Peters 
to  invite  all  the  party  to  fpend  the  next  day 
at  Apfley  Lodge;  many  of  whom  refufed- 
the  gratification  of  accepting  that  very 
agreeable  invitation,  as  fo  very  large  a 
party  would  have  more  the  appearance 
of  a  public  proceflion  than  a  private 
vifit:  it 'was  therefore  determined,  that 
no  more  fliould  go,  t^an  would  fill  three 
coaches.  A  polite  reception  and  mag- 
nificent entertainment  was  no  more  than 
might  be  naturally  expelled  at  Apsley 
Lodge,  where  everything  was  conduQed 
with  fuperior  ftile  and  elegance ;  but  as  a 
great  wit*  once  pleafantly  obfervedythat 
there  was  no  one  born  but  had  (more  or 
lefs)  a  wrong  corner^  we  are  induced  to  be 
of  the^^m^ opinion,  when  we  behold  thofe 
whofe  general  condud  is  irreproachable, 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  fo  far  mi  fled  as 


•  Charles  Townflicnd. 
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tafalltmo  unpardonable  fo1lie$aiid1 
furdidcs,  mirefy  to  appear  FASH  ION  j 
BLE,  and  mod  probably  again  ft  chei 
own  judgtoent :  lur  if  one  migbi  for 
opinion^  from  ihe  geneiai  condudj 
appeaj-ance  of  Mrs,  Peters,  Ihc 
^ve  ihc  leaft  caufe  for  enter uming  illl 
tnofl  diflant  idea  of  her  not  beingfl 
chafte  in  ili oughts  as  her  a^lioni  mt^ 
moilcftf  be  fides,  fhe  vas  the  mod  rd 
ft;nred  woman  in  England,  rather  in 
deed  bordering  upon  pntdety  than  othe^ 
wife,  and  ^'et,  ftrange  to  icll,  there  hunj 
oppofue  to  her,  when  (he  fat  at  Uij 
head  of  her  tablei  a  pidure  (purchafel 
ai  a  very  high  price  in  Italy)  of  two  mH 
fignre^  as  large  as  Jife^  fo  very^  indeettl 
and  fo  higkij  mkmr^^  as  would  have  pu 
tnm  a  Frtmh  -mmsn  10  the  bklb!l  j| 
deed,  altnoft  every  room  in  the 
produce  fiich  fort  of  difgnfting 
equally  ofFenfive  to  delicacy  and 
dcdy.  They  may  call  this  TON,  TASTI 
f  ASIilONj  or  %vhat  ihcy  pleafe,  bui  nel 
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thcr  common  fenfe,  or  common  decency 
will  allow  any  other  term  for  it,  than 
that  of  aprepofterous  unreflefting  vanity. 
But  it  is  being  guilty  of  treafon  in  the 
eye  of  a  virimfo^  to  hint  the  lead  difap- 
probation  of  the  works  of  a  Reubens, 
a  GuiDO,  6e  a  Carraci,  let  the  fubjeft 
of  them  be  ever  fo  exceptionable;  nor 
can  there  ever  be  any  hopes  of  a  reform 
as  to  thefe  points,  till  REASON  is  no 
longer  the  flavc  of  FASHION. 

Mrs.  Stately  having  received  a  letter  on 
her  return  from  Apfley  Lodge,  informing 
her,  thai  her  father  Sir  E.  A.  intended  to 
fpend  a  few  days  with  her  at  her  feat  ac 
Belle-vue,  fhe  immediately  fet  off  for 
that  place  accompanied  by  Euterpe,  who 
was  enchanted  with  her  delightful  retire- 
ment, where  flie  found  not  only  leifure  ta 
contemplate  the  beauties  of  nature,  but 
to  moralize  on  thofe  fcenes  of  tumultuous 
pleafuce  foe  had  fa  recently  witneffed 
at  Bon  Too  Hall.  But  (he  was  not  per- 
mitted long  to  indulge  herfelf  with  this 
pleaGng  change,  for  as  foon  as  Sir  E.  A. 

had 
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had  taken  leave  of  his  daughter,  flie  hn% 
cards  of  invitation  to  all  the  neighbour^ 
ing  nobility,  when  more  than  a  month  was 
taken  up  with*  playing  at  cards  and  vifit- 
ing.  Mrs.  S.  and  Euterpe  having  received 
an  invitation  from  Sir  William  C.  to  a 
camp  dinner  near  Winchefter,  they  fat 
out  in  Mrs,.  Stately's  coach,  drawn  by  fix 
beautiful  bays,  a  fuitable  retinue  and  two 
French-horns  to  announce  their  arrival 
at  the  camp,  where  they  had  the  honour 
to  receive  from  the  officers  the  falute  mi^ 
litaire.  Pleafure  fmiled  throughout  the 
camp,  when  Mrs.  Stately  received  a  check 
to  her  happinefs,  by  ^Jaux-pas  of  Euterpe^ 
who  candidly  owned  that  (he  put  on 
rouge!  This  confeffion  had  like  to  have 
coft  that  fimple  girl  the  friendfhip  of  her 
friend  Mrs.  Stately,  who  manifeftly  ap- 
peared very  much  difconcerted;  and  for 
this  indifcretion,  Euterpe  got  rebuked 
on  her  way  home;  for  Mrs.  Stately,  who 
put  on  her  rouge  with  that  delicacy  as  to 
imitate  nature,  was  fo  much  deceived  by 
her  own  treacherous  mirror,  as  to  ima- 
gine 
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gine  no  one  could  perceive  that  her 
cheeks  M'ere  oiherwife  tinted  than  with 
the  fwcet  bloom  of  nature,  and  ftill  hop- 
ed to  continue  the  deception,  till  an 
unlucky  difcovcry  put  it  out  of  all  dif- 
pute.  Sir  W.  C.  Lord  A.  and  Lord  B. 
being  one  day  at  Belle-vue,  Mrs.  Stately 
took  a  letter  out  of  her  pocket,  part  of 
vhich  Ihe  read  to  Sir  W.  C.  but,  he  being 
curious  to  fee  further  into  the  contents 
of  the  epiftle,  endeavoured  to  fnatch  it  out 
of  her  hand  as  flie  ^vas  putting  it  into  her 
pocket,  but  in  the  midft  of  this  little  badi- 
nage^  inftead  of  the  letter  he  gotpoffeffion 
of  a  box,  when  he  declared  he  would  have 
a  pinch  of  her  fnuff;  but  upon  its  being 
opened,  there  was  fuch  a  double  difcove- 
ry  as  caufed  infinite  mirth  to  all  the  gen- 
tlemen to  the  no  fmall  confufion  of  Mrs. 
Stately;  who  was  not  only  mortified  at  its 
being  found  to  have  contained  rovgc  inftead 
of  fnuff,  but  that  the  infide  lid  fhould-  ex-* 
pofe  alfo  a  fmall  pi3ure  of  a  nun  and  a 
friar,  fufficient  to  have  raifed  the  rofy  hue  in 
Vol.  I.  K  her 
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her  checkf,  without  tbc  aid  of  ti 
bloom.     This  vras  a  iriumph  which 
highly  enjoyed  by  the  mat i dons 
and  caufcd  no  lefs  merriment 
of  the  gentlemen* 


CHAP, 


EUTERPE    FAYS    A  VISIT  TO    HtK 
LA0y      ELtZABETEC     TODOR     K 
JhlAtCES    A     DEEF     tiaFKESSION 
HEAET     or      A      NOBLE       EARU 
¥Kt}9Cn  MAAQUIS  SUDnE^LY 
WITH    ALL    HIS    fOtTE* 


I 


yw 


THE  next  day  Euterpe  receivi 
ler  (Votn  her  ratherj  acqudndm 
that  he  propofed  being  at  belle- vgj 
day  or  iivo,  and  de fired  (lie  would  < 
rcadinefs  to  aceompany  him  to  Bath,iit 
he  intended  to  leave  her  under  the 
leftion  of  Lady  Elizabeth  Tudor  dui 
part  of  the  winter.   Lady  E.  being  i 
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of  very  high  rank,  and  of  courfe  related  to 
many  of  the  heft  families  in  the  kingdom, 
Euterpe  was  foon  introduced  into  the 
very  firft  circles,  among  whom  was  the 
Earl  of  Guernfey,  married  to  the^Duchefs 
of  B.  This  nobleman  conceived  fo  great 
Si  penchant  (oT  Euterpe,  that  his  frequent 
vifits  to  the  houfe  of  Lady  E.  T.  became 
the  general  topic  of  converfation  at  Bath, 
He  even  knelt  before  her  portrait^  which 
was  then  painting  by  the  celebrated  G. 
and  kifled  it  in  the  prefence  of  many  per- 
fons,  who  undoubtedly  fmiled  to  fee  that 
his  Lordfhip  feemed  not  only  to  forget  his 
own  age,  in  which  he  had  the  ftart  of 
Euterpe  full  forty  years,  but  alfo  that  he 
was  a  married  man ;  in  fhort,  he  feemed 
fo  intoxicated  with  his  new  paffion,  that 
fae  fcarcely  took  any  pains  to  conceal  it. 
Euterpe  had  not  been  long  at  Bath  be* 
fore  (he  received  a  very  flattering  letter 
from  Lady  Bon  Ton,  informing  her  that 
the  Marquis  de  RochefottcauU  was  at  Bath, 
and  as  he  was  a  ftranger  there,  fhe  fhould 
efteem  it  as  a  very  particular  favour,  if 
K  2  Euterpe 
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Euterpe  would  introduce  him  to  Lady 
Elizabeth,  and  alfo  inclofed  a  letter  for 
him,  with  a  gold  purfe  of  her  own  work- 
ing, which  Ihe  begged  he  would  accept  of 
as  a  token  of  her  regard^  entreating  the  fa- 
vour of  Euterpe  to  fend  it  him.  Lady 
Elizabeth  very  juftly  obferved,  it  was  a 
very  improper  prefent  for  a  married  wo- 
man to  make  any  man;  and  ftill  more  fo, 
to  convey  it  through  the  hands  of  fuch  a 
young  girl  as  Euterpe;  ad<ling,  fhe never 
liked  Lady  Bon  Ton,  who  had  all  the  levi- 
ties of  the  French,  without  any  of  their  po- 
litenefs  and  good  breeding,  and  was  nothing 
more  than  a  mere  Hoyden.  However,  La- 
dy Elizabeth  foon  after  had  a  rout,  when 
to  oblige  Euterpe,  cards  of  invitation  were 
fent  to  the  Marquis  and  his^'^^,  who  was 
not  only  introduced  to  her  Ladyfliip,  but 
alfo  to  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  high 
rank,  among  whom  was  Lady  H.  Lady 
R.  Lord  and  Lady  rf.  Lady  P.  Mrs.  P.  H. 
(Privy  Purfe)  &c.  who  all  feemed  won- 
derjully  pleafcd  with  the  acquaintance  of 
the    NOBLE    ftranger.     But   Mr.  Tudor 
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(the  hufband  of  Lady  Elizabeth,  who 
was  as  remarkable  for  his  fenfe  and  pe- 
netration, as  he  was  for  every  amiable 
quality  that  can  do  honour  to  a  man)  de- 
clared it  as  his  opinion  that  the  Marquis, 
though  he  had  a  great  deal  of  the  French 
civility  about  him,  did  not  appear  to  be  a 
man  of  that  rank  which  his  title  announced 
him  to  be  :  this  brought  on  an  altercation 
between  Brafs  Y.  and  Mr,  Tudor,  who 
would  not  give  up  his  firft  opinion,  which 
did  not  a  little  difconcert  the  W...{hire 
Squire,  who  was  much  piqued  at  Mr.  Tu- 
dor for  venturing  to  difpute  the  Marquis's 
birth,  as  he  himfelf  had  been  one  of  the 
firft  to  fhew  the  noble  ftranger  all  the 
honours  due  to  his  very  high  rank^  ^nd 
liad  entertained  him  with  the  utmoft  mag- 
nificence at  his  feat  in  W — fhire.  Every 
day  parties  were  made,  to  which  Euterpe 
was  invited,  when  fhe  became  acquainted 
with  Mrs.  P.  (privy  purfe  to  the  Princefs 
of  W.)  a  woman  of  extraordinary  fine 
fenfe  and  high  breeding.  Euterpe  was 
greatly  noticed  by  this  Lady,  and  invited 
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to  accompany  her  to  Mr.  Attc 
Parlu  where  ihey  were  joim 
Elizabeth  and  Mr.  Tudat»  and^ 
party  of  the  very  fiid  falhtoail 
whotn^  was  the  ho att  i1  ranger  and  \ 
they  were  all  entertained  with  thai  ( 
Itty  and  magnificoice  which  every ii 
liavc  experienced  who  had  the  | 
of  being  introduced  to  the  wnii^ 
truly  rcfpeclable  mailer  of  the  plaiD 
lerpc  having  informed  her  father  bj 
of  the  great  noiice  that  was  taken 
at  Bath,  received  not  only  a  frefiij 
of  ca{h,  but  an  clegatit  addiuoaj 
wardrobe^  which  enabled  her  toJ 
in  a  flylc  much  fupcrior  to  mod, 
young  girU  of  her  own  agc^  anil 
father  who  doated  on  her  wifhcd^ 
her  a  farther  ecki^  be  dc fired  her 
a  public  brcakfaA  at  die  rooms,  tc 
not  Icfs  than  two  hundred  perfoi 
inviied,  who  were  alfo  regaled 
cxceilcni  band  of  mufic  during  hd 
and  afterwards  with  dancing*  Am 
reft  of  the  nobility  was  the  KQaL< 
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QUis  and  his  fuite^,  but  who,  in  fpite  of 
every  attention  that  was  paid  to  his  high 
rank,  feemed  very  much  dejefted,  and 
foon  after  quitted  Bath,  as  it  was  fuppofed 
for  want  of  that  mod  eflential  of  all  tjftn- 
iials^  to  enable  him  to  keep  up  an  appearance; 
do  not  be  ftartled.  Reader,  when  we  re- 
peat to  leep  up  an  appearance  he  was  not  the 
leaft  entitled  to! !  and  as  this  great  man 
will  not  appear  any  more  in  this  hiftory, 
the  Reader  (hall  not  be  any  longer  de- 
ceived, but  be  informed  that  the  now 
NOBLE  MARQUIS  Je  GaUrc  in  a  very  fhort 
time  after  his  return  to  France,  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  chained  to  an  oar  at  the 
gallies,  for  daring  to  take  upon  him  the 
name  and  quality  of  one  of  the  firft  fami* 
lies  in  France  ! !  We  are  not  furprifed  at 
the  effrontery  of  a  needy  adventurer,  but 
that  fo  many  of  the  Englifh  nobility,  par- 
ticularly the  Earl  of  P.  and  fome  other 
noblemen  who  had  been  as  Paris  but  a 
few  years  before,  (hould  have  fufFered 
thcmfelves  to  have  been  taken  in,  and  for 
fuch  a  length  of  time,  by  this  impaftor, 
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^hcn  they  might  have  infortnfid  them* 
Iclves  of  his  real  rank,  with  very  little 
trouble,  through  the  means  of  the  French 
embaflador,  who  could  not  have  been 
ignorant  an  hour  of  fuch  a  man  being 
in  England  as  the  son  of  the  Duke  de 
RocHEFoucAULT !  but  ihis  fhews  the 
powers  of  prrjitdicc  over  the  mind,  and 
how  eafily  people  are  deluded  by  falfe 
appearances,  who  fuffer  their  judgment  to 
be  biaftd  and  dazled  by  the  falfe  glare  of 
RANK  and  fortune;  whilft  real  modeft 
merit  (without  thofe  vifible  marks  of 
invifibU  merit)  is  treated  with  cold  neglect 
and  indifference,  if  not  with  contempt ! ! ! 

As  Mr.  Tudor  and  Lady  Elizabeth  in- 
tended to  pafs  the  remainder  of  the  winter 
in  London,  they  politely  gave  Euterpe 
a  place  in  tlieir  carriage,  in  which  (he 
was  fafely  conduced  to  the  houfe  of  her 
father,  by  whom  fhe  was  received  with 
every  tender  mark  of  affeftion.  Euterpe, 
who  had  by  this  time  made  a  very  large 
acquaintance,  began  to  think  of  having  a 
fixed  day  to  entertain  her  friendsj  and  as 
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ihe  was  an  enemy  to  cards,^  fhe  bad  a  rnu^ 
fical  aflembly  once  a  week,  which  was  well 
auended  by  an  excellent  band  of  the  firft 
performers,  befides  a  great  number  of 
amateurs  who  occafionally  affifted.  Among 
her  vifitors  appeared  the  noble  Earl 
wbofe  affeflions  feemed  not  in  the  leail 
diminiflied  (ince  their  laft  interview  at 
Bath ;  he  came  accompanied  by  his  hadf 
and  fon,  with  whom  fhe  had  alfo  the  ho- 
nour to  be  in  high  favour.  Her  Lady- 
fhip,  in  particular,  (hewed  an  uncommon 
partiality  for  Euterpe,  to  whom  fhe  not 
only  gave  a  general  invitation,  but  like*^ 
wife  introduced  her  to  many  of  the  firft 
families  in  the  kingdom.  Mrs.  Stately, 
whofc  friendlhip  for  Euterpe  increafed 
daily,  introduced  her  to  many  others  of 
high  rank,  among  whom  was  the  Coun- 
tefs  of -,  with  whom  Euterpe  foon  be- 
came highly  difgufled;  for  thoiigh  fhe 
was  a  very  fenfible  and  accomplilhcd 
woman,  yet  there  were  fome  traits  in  her 
charafter  which  were  deiefiabU:  hereon- 
verfation  was  oftentimes  fo  very  indecent. 
Vol.  I.  L  parti- 
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«oi  be  p„va.ied  upon  tu  repeal 
'o  «  ladx  witb    wham    ftc  V»« 

wcfomdeJicateinibdrdifcourfci 
women  of  a  f«^;-  ^.  .  ""nc  a 

.that  there  is   fc4,^ely  any  IlM 
^  ever  fo   bad,  buth^rS'^3 

« jo  be  undcrftood,  .faai   by  M 

«  *«  .mpoffiblc  for  a  woman  Tk  ^ 
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real  guilt  can  only  lie  m  the  mind.  A 
poor  fimple  girl  (for  inftance)  whofe  in- 
nocence has  been  betrayed  by  poffeffing 
too  much  fcnfibility  and  credulity,  can- 
not  with  the  leaft  fliadow  of  juftice,  be 
put  upon  the  fame  level  with  an  adul* 
TR£ss,  or  even  thofe  abandoned  females 
(however  chafte  as  to  their  perfons)  \f\\o 
take  delight  in  putting  modefty  to  the 
blufh  by  fuch  obfcene  difcourfe  as  would 
even  Ihock  the  ears  of  a  French  courte- 
zan; and  yet  the  poor  deluded  and  in- 
jured girl,  whofe  mind  perhaps  is  ftill  un- 
tainted, and  who  merits  pity  and  com* 
paflion,  inftead  of*infult  and  contempt, 
will  be  fcouted  and  avoided  as  a  pefti- 
lence,  whilft  the  married  woman  of  fa- 
shion (let  her  be  ever  fo  infamous)  is 
admitted  into  every  polite  circle! !!  So 
true  it  is,  that  prejudice^  not  reafon^ 
chiefly  governs  the  aftions  of  mankind. 
We  arc  apt  to  judge  of  right  and  wrong, 
as  it  is  eftablifhed  by  cuftom,  which  is  of- 
tentimes very  erroneous.  How  many  do 
we  d^ily  fee  who  are  the  objefts  of  a  mean 
L  2  adulation 
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of  the  moll  faorrid  and  clilgtming  q 
ifihich  they  commit  with  impunity 
for  which  the  ragged  culprit  in  juftl] 
immd)  becaufe  they  arc  riih  or  i^ 
Does  law  and  c^quity  then  alwayt 
conformity  to  each  other  ?  But 
tue  h  ofteti  mi  {taken  by  manj 
who  imagine  (or  at  leafl  wifh 
thought)  it  connAi  in  chaflity  aj 
though  it  is  a  truths  not  to  be  argued 
chaftity  is  and  eyer  will  be  confi<le| 
a  gem  of  the  mod  incnimable  valuj 
can  adorn  female  excellence:  ycu*i{ 
not  united  with  the  other  amiable  q] 
which  (Iiovild  dwell  within  a  wqI 
breaf),  its  (ufire  is  in  a  partial  Hi 
rcljpfcl 

Cauihc  (ot mhcT gambl^ngj 
vice  Utat  has  ever  been  hetd  tnfemtvi 
among  mmf  i^now  di/a/kwnakie  ra 
of  (what  is  called)  women  of  chin 
But  the  female  who  is  a  (lave  to  ihij 
Con,  poffeffes,  m  our  humble  opin^ 
heart   infinitely  more    corrupt  tba^ 
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whofe  crime  has  the  weaknefs  of  our  na- 
ture to  plead  in  her  defence,  But,perhaps, 
this  vindication  in  favour  of  betrayed  and 
injured  innocence,  may  bring  upon  us  the 
\\\  natured  farcafms,  or  a  contemptuous 
tofs  of  the  head  from  fome  over  fcrupu- 
lous  female,  whofe  rigid  virtue  will  not 
permit  her  to  pardon  or  make  the  leaft 
allowance  for  youthful  failings  in  her 
pwn  fex :  but  it  is  not  in  fuch  a  bofom 
that  we  IhaH  look  for  pity  or  compaffion, 
or  benevolence,  or  that  charity  in  which 
we  are  inftruSed  by  every  christian 
and  RELIGIOUS  principle. 

We  hope  the  candid  reader  will  pardon 
this  digrefSon  into  which  we  are  na- 
turally led,  by  feeling  a  juft  indignation 
at  the  recital  of  thofe  vices  which  have 
been  the  real  caufe  of  fo  much  ruin  to  fa- 
milies, whofe  peace  and  happinefs  have 
been  totally  deftroyed  by  following  the 
examples  of  thofe  whom  folly  and  cuftom 
have  taught  us  to  look  up  to,  with  regard 
^d  refpe3. 
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CHAP.    XI. 


MRS.  STATELY  RECEIVES  A  PRESENT 
FROM  HER  FATHER  OF  A  SUPERB  SER- 
VICE OF  PLATE  :  GIVES  A  GRAND  SUP- 
PER ON  THE  OCCASION,  TO  WHICH, 
MANY  OF  THE  NOBILITY  ARE  INVITED, 

SIR  E.  A.  having  made  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Stately,  a  prefent  of  a  complete 
fervice  of  plate,  (he  gave  a  very  fplen- 
did  fupperon  the  occafion,  at  which  the 

Countefs  of ,  the  Countefs  of  T.  and 

many  others  of  high  rank  aflifted:  it 
was  alfo  a  Jarcwtll  fupper  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Stately  who  was  to  fetout,  in  a  few 
days,  on  his  voyage  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
Among  the  guefts  were  Lady  R.  (after- 
wards  embafTadrefs  to  the  court  of  France) 
Lords  R.  D.  and  W.  E — n,  Marquis  of 
B.  and  Mrs.  C.  As  we  have  juft  above 
obferved  that  married  wamen  of  f  ashi  on 
however  infamous  were  too  often  received 
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in  the  GtfL  circles^  the  latter  lady  being 
admitted  of  the  par^y  will  be  fufficient  to 
(lamp  the  veracity  of  our  aflertion.  Mrs» 
C.  was  a  remarkably  pretty  woman,  and 
her  hufband,  who  was  fometimes  himfdf 
jochyed  upon  the  turf,  found  it  neceflary 
to  replenilh  an  empty  purfe,^^  how  or 
Other;  and  Lord  B.  knowing  the  diftrefs  of 
his  Newmarket  friend^  fupplied  him  with 
whatever  cafli  he  wanted  without  any 
other  \nitK{\.except  that  which  he  received 
from  the  gratitude  of  his  beautiful  wife: 
but  this  is  not  (we  are  forry  to  obferve)  a 
fmgular  inftance;  there  are  many  men  who 
make  great  fortunes  by  letting  out  their 
wives,  as  others  do  by  letting  out  other 
things.  Such  criticifms,  however,  may 
be  thought  rather  ill-natured  to  be  intro- 
duced  at  the  very  time  that  we  are  go- 
ing  to  partake  of  the  hofpitality  and  plea- 
fures  of  the  feftive  board,  on  which  Mrs. 
Stately  had  difplayed  uncommon  tafte 
and  elegance.  As  a  proof  that  it  was 
coftly  as  it  was  elegant,  we  will  repeat 
what  Mjrs.  Stately   herfelf  told  one  of 
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the  guefts,  that  the  fauce  only,  of  one  of 
the  corner  difhes,  coft  a  whole  Wejlphalia 
bam,  (the  cffence  of  which  was  extra&ed) 
to  make  that  delicious  gravy  which  was 
fo  highly  admired  by  all  the  company  f ! 
Perhaps  fome  ilUnaturcd  reflexions  will 
be  caft  (particularly  by  fome  hungry  gar-^ 
rdeer  writers,  like  ourfelves)  upon  Mrs. 
Stately  for  that,  whom  thofe  who  know 
nothing  of  high  life,  may  call  extrava- 
gance; but  how  are  the  poor  to  hc/ed^ 
unlefs  "  from  the  crtimbs  which  fall  from 
the  rich  man's  table  ?'*  Supper  being  end* 
ed,  the  convcrfation  became  more  lively; 
brilliant  jm  dc  motSj  fmart  repartees,  and 
delicate  double  eniendres  flafhed  round  the 
table  with  high  glee,  which  particularly 
delighted  the  Countefs  of  T.  who  felt  no 
reftraint  upon  her  favourite  topics,  which 
were  echoed  by  the  Countefs  of  R.  and 
embellifhed  with  a  few  highjlavoured  ad- 
ditions by  the  witty  Earl  of  E.  We  muft, 
however,  do  juftice  to  Mrs.  C.  who  did 
not  let  one  fyllable  drop  from  her  lips 
that  could  in  the  leaft  wound  the  ear  of 
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the  moft  fpotlefs  virgin ;  flic  being  ft  ill 
young,  file  aimed  to  pkafe^  not  difgujl :  for 
the  ladies  that  were  fo  very  indelicate  in 
their  difcourfe,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  were 
arrived  at  that  age  when  perfonal  beauty 
lofes  its  attractions;  and  therefore  had,  as 
they  imagined,  no  other  chance  of  attraft- 
ing  notice,  but  by  the  brilliancy  of  their 
uncon/lrained  wit,  affe£ied  gaiety,  and  wan- 
ton pleafantry  :  but  it  may  be  faid  of 
fuch  women,  what  has  been  faid  of  trai- 
tors ;  that  though  the  treafon  may  pleafe, 
the  traitor  is  always  defpifed  and  abhor- 
red. 


Vol,  I.  M  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

LORD  GUERNSEY  OFFERS  TO  SETTLE  UPON 
EUTERPE  EIGHT  HUNDRED  POUNDS  A 
YEAR,  AND  GIVE  HER  A  WRITTEN 
PROMISE  TO  MARRY  HER  UPON  THE 
DEATH    OF     HIS    COUNTESS. 

AS  Lord  Guernfcy's  fondncfs  for  Eu- 
terpe daily  increafcd,  his  attention 
and  afliduity  kept  pace  with  his  profcf- 
fions  of  regard ;  and  he  hinted  his  wifh  of 
getting  an  eftablifhment  for  her;  not  only 
•with  a  view,  as  it  appeared,  of  remov- 
ing her  from  under  the  eye  of  her  father^ 
but  alfo  for  the  purpofe  of  breaking  off 
fomc  of  Euterpe's  connexions,  which  he 
thought  did  not  favour  his  defigns :  he 
therefore  told  her  that  the  houfekeeper 
of  Somerfet  Houfe  was  very  ill  and  given 
over  by  her  phyficians,  and  that  Euterpe 
(if  fhe  approved  of  it)  Ihould  have  that 
appointment  the  moment  it  became  va* 
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cant,  as  it  was  in  the  gift  of  his  friend  the 
Duke  of  D.  and,  (continued  the  Earl) 
^  to  give  you  every  proof  in  my  power 
"  of  the  afFe6iion,  I  fincerely  feel  for 
"  you,  I  will  fettle  upon  you  eight  hun- 
*^  dred  pounds  a  year,  with  a  promife, 
'*  under  my  hand,  to  marry  you  when 
"  Lady  G.  dies;  and  to  convince  you  I  am 
*^  in  earneft,  give  me  pen,  ink  and  paper, 
''  and  then  you  cannot  any  longer  be  in 
''  doubt  as  to  the  fincerity  of  ray  love : 
*^  and  as  a  ftill  farther  proof  of  it,  I 
"  give  you  my  word  of  honour  that  I 
'*  have  kfi  a  lady  of  high  rank  with  whom 
*^  I  have  lived  many  years  in  the  greateft 
"  intimacy  upon  your  account !"  Eu- 
terpe's aftonilhment  was  fo  great,  that  for 
fome  time  flie  remained  filent,  not  know- 
ing what  anfwer  to  make.  Upon  which,  the 
Earl,  pre  fling  her  hand  to  his  lips,  faid  (with 
a  dejefted  countenance)  "I  fee  plainly, 
*^  Euterpe,  by  your  not  immediately  em- 
**  bracing  my  offer,  that  you  do  not  love 
*'  me;  it  is  my  age  which  makes  me  defpi- 
*'  cable  in  your  eyes."  The  laft  words 
M  2  roufed 
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roufcd  Euierpc,  and  raovcti  her  licart  to 
piiy,  when  ftie  replied,  «  No,  my  LorJj 
«  you  do  me  wrong;  I  feel  fo  much  rel 
"fpca  and   eftccm  for  your  LordfinpJ 
"  that  if  you  were  Gngle,  1  fliouM  prefer, 
*«  you  (o  any  man  I  have  ever  yci  feeii; ' 
"  — It  is  not  your  agci  but  I  cannot  it 
"honour  accept  of  the   feiilcmcnt:    if 
"  you  will  employ  your  intcrcft  in  getting. 
♦*  me  en  appninimeni  of  maid  of  honour,! 
•*you  will  highly  oblige  roc,  and  time, 
••  my  l^rd,  may  do  ihe  reft,  with  honour/ 
••  to  myfelf."    He  then  took  liis  leave,  but 
not  without  a  compliment  to  her  delicacy 
and  virtue,  which  he  owned  made  her  wor. 
thy  to  fill  the  moft  exalted  ftationj  white 
he  exprcffed  an  hope  that  one  day  or  other. 
Providence,  (to  ufe  his  Loidlhip'a  owti 
words,)  would  put  it  in  his  power  lo  makr 
an  offer  of  his  hand  where  he  already  had 
given  his  heart.     For  forae  time  after  he 
went  away,  Euterpe  was    feizcd  with  a 
kind  of  ftupor,  being  overcome  by  dif- 
fcrcni  paffions,  which  took  poffcmod  of 
her  mind-    Her  vauity  and  ambition  we  re 
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great,  and  fo  were  alfo  her  notions 
of  honour.  To  refufe  fuch  an  opportu- 
nity of  moving  in  the  firft  fphere,  which  in 
all  probability  would  be  in  a  fhort  time, 
as  Lady  G,  was  not  only  many  years  older 
than  her  hufband,  but  very  inBrm,  may 
by  fome  be  confidered  as  folly;  but  to 
have  accepted  of  fuch  a  fettlement,  would 
have  blamed  her  reputation  for  ever. 
Euterpe,  indeed,  had  her  conflifls:  a 
thoufand  fallacious  arguments  fuggefied 
themfelves  in  behalf  of  her  ambition : 
(he  had  a  powerful  advifer  alfo,  whom 
fhe  dares  not  name;  but  (he  had  a  fenfe 
of  virtue,  which,  though  fhaken  for  a  mo- 
raent,  could  not  be  finally  overthrown; 
and,  ftrengthened  by  its  influence,  (he 
combated  the  temptation,  and  was  trium* 
phant.  Hence  it  is  that  (he  now  poire(res 
aa  unreproaching  mind,  and  an  irre- 
proachable  charaQer,  compared  with 
which,  titles,  rank,  and  fortune,  are  but 
as  duft  in  the  balance. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 

EUTERPE  HAS  THE  HONOUR  OF  BEING 
PRESENTED  TO  HIS  R.  H.  P.  E.  BY  THE 
MARCHIONESS  9F  R M.  IS  PRE- 
VENTED (by  THE  JEALOUSY  OF  LORD 
C.)  FROM  ACCEPTING  OF  AN  INVITA- 
TION TO  MEET  THE  P.  IN  COMPANY 
WITH   PERSONS  OF  THE  HIGHEST  RANK. 


EUTERPE  foon  after  receiving  an  in- 
vitation  to  fpend  the  evening  with 
the  Countcfs  of  Guernfey,  Ihe  was  fo 
fortunate  as  to  meet  the  Marchionefs  of 
R — m,  who  invited  Euterpe  to  a  rout 
that  her  Ladyfhip  was  to  have,  a  few 
days  after,  at  her  houfe  in  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  which  was  to  be  honoured  by 
the  prefence  of  H,  R,  H.  P.  E.  (after- 
wards Duke  of  Y.)  her  Ladyfhip  was 
pleafed  politely  to  fay,  that  the  Prince 
had  fignifiedhis  defire  of  hearing  Euterpe, 
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of  whofe  mufical  talents  he  had  heard  fo 
much.  Euterpe  accordingly  went  with 
Lady  G.  and  was  introduced  to  the  P* 
who  not  only  politely  complimented  her 
upon  her  vocal  and  mufical  powers,  but 
did  her  the  honour  to  accompany  her 
himfelf  upon  the  violincello. 

A  few  days  after,  Mrs,  J.  a  very  ac- 
complifhed  elegant  woman,  and  who  was 
ambitious  to  get  the  Prince  to  her  houfe, 
to  whom  fhe  had  the  honour  to  be  well 
"known,  though  not  fufficiently  intimate 
to  afk  him  to  be  of  her  parties,  made 
ufe  of  the  following  ftratagem : — Meeting 
his  Highnefs  in  the  Park,  fhe  told  him  (he 
had  been  informed  that  Euterpe  had  been 
prefented  to  him  at  Lady  R — m's,  upon 
which  it  feems  H.  R.  H.,  was  pleafed  to 
fay  fome  civil  things  of  Euterpe,  Mrs,  J. 
then  informed  him  that  flie  was  to  have 
a  fmall  party  foon  at  her  houfe,  at  which 
Euterpe  was  to  be  prefent,  and  if  H,  H, 
wiihed  to  be  further  acquainted  with  her, 
Mrs.  J.  fhould  think  herfelf  very  highly 
honoured  if  H.  R.  H.  would  condefcend 
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to  drop  in.  The  P.  very  politely  replied 
that  he  (hould  be  happy  to  wait  upon  her, 
and  at  the  fame  time  defired  her  to  let  him 
know  when  ihe  had  fixed  upon  the  even- 
ing.  Now  there  was  not  the  lead  truth 
in  what  Mrs.  J.  had  told  the  Prince,  rela- 
tive  to  her  having  formed  a  party,  or  hav- 
ing invited  Euterpe ;  for  (he  was  not  able 
to  fix  the  evening  till  after  flie  had  given 
Euterpe  an  invitation,  which  (he  did  in  the 
following  manner.  Early  one  morning 
ihe  came  with  Lady  L.  B.  to  vifit  Euterpe, 
who  not  being  up,  the  fervaats  informed 
Mrs.  J.  that  their  miftrefs  was  gone  out ; 
"  gone  out!"  (fays  Mrs.  J.  with  fome  fur- 
prife)  '*  why,  I  come  thus  early  on  pur- 
'*  pofe,  having  fomething  of  importance 
*'  to  communicate  to  her,  and  I  mufi  fee 
**  her ;  do,  I  entreat  you,  go  up  and 
"  tell  her  Ihe  muft  not  be  denied  to  me, 
^^  as  it  is  an  affair  of  great  confequence 
"  which  has  brought  me  here."  But  the 
fervant  ftiil  perfifting  in  it,  that  his  mif- 
trefs was  gone  out,  fhe  defired  him  to 
bring  her  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  upon  which 
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ihe  wrote  the  following  laconic  epiftle^ 
while  flic  fat  in  the  chariot. — 

"  MY  DEAR  EUTERPE, 

<^  I  AM  both  aftoniflied  and  dif« 
*^  appointed  to  find  you  gone  out  I  Prince 
**  E.  is  charmed  with  you,  wiflies  to  meet 
««  you  at  my  houfe ;  pray  Jix  the  evening 
^'  as  foon  as  poflible ;  do  not  keep  me  in 
*^  fufpence,  write  a  line  this  evening; 
*^  as  it  depends  upon^cm,  I  do  intreat  you 
<^  to  let  me  know  your  determination,  for 
^^  as  foon  as  you  do,  I  mud  immediately 
"  inform  the  Prince.  Nobody  is  of  the 
**  party  but  the  Duke  and  DucheCs  of  R. 
^^  the  General  and  myfelf,  perhaps  Coli 
"  B.  comes  with  the  Prince,  who  is  a 
**  friend  of  yours;  fo  you  fee  it  will  only 
*^  be  a  little  fnug  party.  Adieu,  I  am 
*'  truly  yours,  my  dear  Euterpe.  Lady 
'^  Lucy  B.  who  is  with  me  prefents  com* 
"  pliments. 

«  N.  B.  Fray  com  abncr 


Vol.  L 


N     • 


When 


r 


.oogle 


(    90    ) 

When  this  very  curious  epiftlc  was  car* 
ried  up  to  Euterpe,  fhe  was  ftill  in  bed, 
but  while  fhe  was  dreffing,  her  father 
came  in,  who  advifed  her  to  go  imme- 
diately after  dinner,  and  confult  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Guernfey,  whofe  advice  he  wilhed 
her  to  follow,  though  it  was  his  own  opi- 
nion, he  faid,  that  (he  ought  to  fix  upon 
an  evening,  agreeable  to  Mrs.  j's  defire. 
As  Euterpe  drove  up  to  the  door  of  Lady 
G.  fhe  met  Lord  V.  and  the  witty  W. 
coming  out,  who  informed  her  that  both 
Lord  and  Lady  G.  were  gone  to  the 
Duchefs  of  R — ^d's  rout :  fhe  then  gave 
Lord  V.  Mrs,  J/s  letter,  entreating  the 
favour  of  him  to  give  it  to  his  mother;  fhe 
then  took  her  leave,  faying,  fhe  would  call 
again  early  ihe  next  morning ;  but,  un- 
eafy  at  not  being  able  to  return  an  an- 
fwer  to  Mrs.  J.  fhe  went  dircSly  to  her 
houfe  in  Berkeley*fquare,and  found  only 
the  Gerieral  at  home,  who  faid  he  knew 
nothing  of  either^the  letter  or  invitation; 
and  feemed  greatly  furprifed  at  his  not 
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having  been  Iftt  into  the  fccret  ?  Th> 
next  morning  Euterpe  found  her  amiable 
patronefs  and  his  Lordfhip,  impatiently 
waiting  her  arrival,  when  the  following 
converfation  paffed.  "  I  have  read  Mrs. 
"  J.'s  letter,"  faid  the  Countefs,  "  and  I 
"  cannot  fay  that  I  think  it  will  be  pru-. 
*'  dent  in  you,  my  deaf,  to  go :  the  con- 
*'  duft  of  Mrs.  J.  merits  reproach ;  and  the 
"  defiring  you  to  come  alone  carries  with  it 
^*  a  very  fufpicious  appearance."  "Yes," 
added  his  Lordfhip,  who  hadbejsn  hither- 
to filent  "  I  think  that  Euterpe  would  aft 
«*  very  wrong  if  flie  were  to  go,  unlefs  fhe 
"  were  to  be  accompanied  by  a  proper 
**  perfon;  but  even  in  that  cafe,  it*  would 
"  be  as  well  let  alone ;  for  we  all  know, 
^*  when  Princes  chufe  to  conv  erfe  pri- 
^*  vately  with  ladies,  the  company  never 
?'  fail  to  take  the  hint  and  retire."  His 
Lordfhip  continued  to  harrangue  in  this 
manner  for  a  confiderable  time,  to  deter 
Euterpe  from  goihg,  which  greatly  morti- 
fied her,  firfl,  as  it  highly  flattered  her 
vanity  to  be  noticed  by  royalty!  and 
N  2  fccondly, 


i 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


(  9«  ) 

fccondly,  flic  well  knew  the  fecrd  motives, 
of  her  old  lover,  who  vt^  jealous  of  every 
man  fhe  fpoke  to !  Euterpe  then  returned 
home  much  chagrined  as  flie  was  greatly 
diftrefled  how  to  aft  in  regard  to  Mrs.  J. 
not  daring  to  tell  her  the  true  reafon  for 
refufing  her  invitation,  being  upon  honour 
not  to  difcover  her  noble  advifer,  left  he 
might  feel  the  juft  refentment  of  oflFended 
Royalty.  "  It  was,"  fard  Euterpe,  "  the 
"  firft  time  in  my  life  that  I  ever  felt  fo 
**  embarrafled;  the  not  being  allowed  to 
♦'  follow  my  own  inclinations  in  a  matter 
**  fo  infinitely  agreeable  to  me,  was  not 
"  the  real  caufe  of  all  my  uneafinefs,  but 
"  the  having  been  fcverely  reproached 
"  by  a  friend,  on  whom  I  called  in  my 
'*  way  home,  and  one  for  whom  I  felt  the 
^'  higheft  refpeft  and  Cncere  regard,  for 
*'  refufing  to  go  where  it  was  my  interefi 
^'*  to  oblige,  and  as  my  refufal,  he  faid, 
**  might  probably  be  the  means  of  fruf- 
"  trating  my  hopes  of  being  appointed 
"  maid  of  honour:  in  fhort,  he  was  fo 
**  fevere  on  the  conduft  of  Lord  G.  that 

"  from 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  93  ) 
^  from  fbme  -wcwrds  he  let  drop,  I  \i^a$ 
'^  under  fome  apprehenfion  it  would  be 
^*  produftive  of  a  quarrel  between  them  I" 
But  at  laft,  with  a  mind  ill  at  eafe,  Euterpe 
wrote  the  following  epiftle. 

"  MY   DEAR  MADAM, 

«  WHAT  aall  I  fay  for  not  ac 
^^  cepting  of  your  polite  and  moft  agreea- 
♦*  ble  invitation  ?  Impute  it  to  any  thing 
**  but  the  want  of  that  attention  and  re- 
**  fpeft  which  I  muft  ever  feel  for  a  wo- 
*^  man  fo  truly  amiable  and  accomplilhed 
*'  as  Mrs.  J. ;  believe  me,  dear  Madam,  I 
**  fpeaknotthis  in  flattery.  You  may  eafily 
^^  imagine  it  is  not  my  own  fault  that  I  am 
**  deprived  of  an  honour  which  would 
*'  have  made  mc  infinitely  happy ;  but  I 
"  cannot,  for  particular  reafons,  have  the 
**  pleafure  of  waiting  upon  you ;  but  do 
-*'  me  the  juftice  to  believe, 

^^  DEAR  MADAM, 

**  That  I  am  fincerely  yours, 
"  With  the  higheft  refpeft, 
**  And  moft  perfeft  efteem, 

«  EUTERPE** 
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Mrs.  J/s  anfwcr  was  fuch  as  might  be 
naturally  expeded  from  a  vain,  haughty, 
SLud  difappoifUed  vfoxmxi^  full  of  fevere  re- 
pro^chcs,and  expreilions  of  violent  anger, 
as  her  defire  of  getting  the  Prince  to  her 
houfc  was  by  this  means  totally  over- 
thrown !  The  Sunday  after  being  the 
day  on  which  fhe  knew  Euterpe  received 
company,  ihe  came  with  Lady  Lucy  B. 
flic  entered  the  room,  her  eyes  fpark- 
ling  with  rage,  and  begged  to  fpeak  .with  ' 
Euterpe  in  private,  who  accordingly 
retired  with  her  into  the  next  room, 
where  ftie  was  befet  by  Mrs.  J.  in  fo  fu- 
rious a  manner,  that  Euterpe  burft  into 
tears,  telling  her  it  was  not  her  own  fault, 
for  flie  Ihould  have  been  exceedingly 
happy  to  have  been  of  her  party  :  then 
fays  Mrs.  J.  I  know  wAo  was  yowr  advifrr^ 
and  I  am  determined  to  acquaint  the 
Prince  with  his  condu6l:  indeed,  Eu- 
terpe, you  are  greatly  to  blame  to  fuf- 
fer  yourfelf  to  be  fo  mifled  as  to  affront 
one  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  at  a  time 
too,  when  you  are  endeavouring  to  get 
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the  place  of  maid  of  honour ;  furely  you 
muft  be  mad;  but  I  know  it  is  of  no  ufe 
to  talk  toyou^  I  will  call  your  aduifer  to  an 
account  myfelf.  She  then  flew  like  a  dra- 
gon into  the  other  room,  and  called  Lord 
Gucrnfcy  to  her,  when  the  difpute  be- 
came  fo  warm  and  fo  very  loud  as  to 
bring  fome  of  the  company  from  the  next 
room  ;  among  whom  was  Lord  B.  and  the 
above  mentioned  friend,  who  had  fo  fe- 
verely  reproached  Euterpe  before  on  the 
fame  fubjefl:  therefore  they  readily  joined 
with  Mrs.  J.  againft  the  Earl ;  and,  indeed, 
many  more  who  were  prefent  agreed,  that 
Euterpe  afted  very  wrong  in  refufing  to 
meet  the  Prince  in  fuch  refpeftable  com- 
pany as  that  of  the  D.  and  Duchefj  of 
R.  *  and  that  it  was  an  affront  to  them  as 

*  Whatever  Mrs.  J.'s  intentions  were  (in  cafe  flie 
had  been  honoured  with  the  prefencc  of  the  P  )  it  is 
nioft  certaia  that  neither  the  D.  nor  Duchefs  of  R.  had 
received  any  invitation  whatever  !  nor  was  this  dif* 
covered  till  Mrs.  J.  (being  alarmed  at  its  becoming 
a  topic  of  converfation)  fcnt  her  fifler  to  beg  itas  the 
greateft  favour,  that  Euterpe  would  give  her  up  the 
letter  which  we  have  already  recited. 
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well  as  the  Prince.  Euterpe  had  but  one 
card  left  to  play,  and  (he  was  determined 
to  let  no  one  into  the  fecret.  She  accord- 
ingly  fct  oflFnext  morning  to  vifit  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  B.  (a  mod  charming  woman)  and 
begged  ihe  might  fee  the  Colonel,  who 
was  equerry  to  the  Prince :  to  him  fhc 
related  all  her  grievances,  and  entreated 
of  him  to  inform  the  Prince  of  her  un- 
eafmefs,  left  H.R.  H.  Ihould  be  offended : 
the  Colonel,  accordingly,  had  the  good* 
neCi  to  comply  with  her  requeft,  and  in- 
formed his  Royal  Highnefs  of  the  whole 
affair.  The  Prince  fmiled,  and  took  an 
occafion  fome  time  after,  to  convince  her 
that  he  was  not  difplcafed  with  her  con- 
dua. 
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CHAP.     XIV. 

tADY  BON  TON  SfiNDS  A  CARD  OF  INVI- 
TATION  TOECTERPE:  PAYS  HER  GREAt 
ATTENTION  TO  MAKE  AMENDS  FOR. 
HER  FORMER  RUDENESS.  SIR  WILLI- 
AM BON  TON  MENTIOfJS  HIS  INTEN* 
TION  OF  HAVING  ANOTHER  THEATRI- 
CAL. COMPLIMENTS  EUTERPE  WITH 
AN  OFFER  OF  NAMING  THE  PLAY,  AND 
ALSO  THE  PART  SHE  MAY  CHUSE  TO 
PkRFORk. 

A  FEW  days  after,  Euterpe  received 
an  invitation  from  Lady  Bon  Ton^ 
requefting  the  favour  of  her  and  her  fa- 
ther's company  to  fpend  the  evening  with 
her  in  Portman-fquare,  where  they  found 
Lady  H.  Satiricus,  Lord  Wilton,  and  many 
more  of  the  Bon  Ton  Hall  party  :  among 
the  guefts  they  were  not  a  little  furprifed 
to  find  the  renowned  RofciuSj  whofe  formet 
meannefs  was  either  forgot  or  forgiven  by 
Vol.  L  O  the 
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the  good-natured  Baronet;  the  celebrated^ 
and  elegant  VioktU  was  alfo  prefent^  whofe 
beautiful  figure  and  perfe6l  good  breed- 
ing was  equal  to  that  inimitable  grace 
with  which  (he  danced.  Sir  William  Bon 
Ton  mentioned,  after  fupper,  his  inten- 
lions  of  entertaining  his  friends  with  ana- 
ther  Theatrical,  and  complimented  Eu- 
terpe with  the  choice  of  a  play,  in  which, 
he  faid,  Ihe  fhould  perform  the  principal 
charafter.  This  marked  attention  in  Sir 
William  a  little  embarrafled  Euterpe,  who- 
modeftly  declined  naming  the  one  or  the 
other,  and  begged  it  might  be  left  to 
Lady  Bon  Ton,  who,  (he  obferved  ought 
to  play  the  princrp^part,  as  her  Ladyfhip 
fo  highly  diftinguifhed  herfelf  in  that  of 
PoRCiA.  This  compliment,  which  was  fa 
juftly  due  to  Lady  Boh  Ton,  was  highly 
applauded  by  the  company,  and  gave  ma- 
nifeft  pleafure  to  Lady  B.  who  feemed  fo 
much  pleafed  with  Euterpe,  as  to  infift 
that  flie  fhould  not  only  chufe  the  play, 
but  alfo  the  charafter  (he  chofe  to  per- 
form; upon  which  Euterpe  replied,  fincc 
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flie  ivas  commanded  to  name  the  play,  fht 
Ihould  like  to  appear  in  the  part  of  Juliet. 
The  whole  company  applauded  her  choice^ 
and  Rofcius  very  politely  faid  he  fhould  he 
very  happy  to  afford  her  every  affiftance 
in  his  power  to  forward  her  in  the  part^ 
but  as  he  was  informed  that  fhe  was  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  Cordelia^  it  would 
be  better  to  receive  a  few  inftruftions 
from  that  inimitable  aftrefs.  Euterpe, 
however,  being  well  acquainted  with  the 

judicious  S n,  put  hcrfelf  under  his 

tuition,  who  took  infinite  pains  in  teach, 
ing  her  to  read  not  only  the  part  of  Ju^ 
liety  but  likewife  Milton  and  other  authors* 
An  accident  happened  to  Euterpe,  while 
rehearfing  the  window  fcene^  by  which  (he 
ran  the  rifque  of  being  intombed  in  reality, 
without  any  previous  arrangement !  For, 
having  placed  a  chair  upoA  a  table  to 
mount  up  to  the  top  of  an  high  fcreen,  th*e 
whole  fabric  tumbled  down,  which  put  a 
flop  to  any  further  progrefs  in  the  part 
for  fome  -time,  Mrs.  Stately  intending 
Ito  fpcnd  the  Chriftmas  at  Belle-vue^  invit- 
O  z  ci 
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fd  Euterpe  to  accompany  her  there. 
They  had  not  been  long  in  the  country 
J>efore  they  were  informed  that  Sir  Wil- 
liam Bon  Ton  and  his  Lady  were  arrived 
at  Boa  Ton  Hall,  Sir  Willi^un  having  bu- 
iinefs  which  called  him  there,  relative  to 
the  county  militia,  of  which  he  was  lieu- 
tenant-colonel. Mrs.  Stately  then  pro- 
pofed  with  Euterpe  to  go  and  fpend  a  few 
days  with  them:  they  accordingly  arrived 
at  the  H4II  juft  as  the  Baronet  and  his 
lady  had  fat  down  to  dinner  with  a  very 
agreeable  party  of  their  friends.  Near 
a  week  was  fpent  with  the  utmoft  good 
humour,  peace,  and  harmony ;  but  Lady 
Bon  Ton,  who  happened  to  be  one  of 
that  fpecies  of  females  who  are  born  to 
be  a  plague  inftead  of  a  bleffing  to  thofe 
with  whom  they  are  conne£led,  contrived, 
at  length,  to  make  both  her  hufband  and 
yifitors  abfolutely  wretched  by  her  egre- 
gious folly,  fantaftic  airs,  abominable  ex- 
travagance, and  decided  inhumanity  ! 
for  fo  we  may  call  it.  when  a  woman 
wantonly  torments  and  makes  the  map 

miferable, 


Digitiied  by 


Google 


(      lOl      ) 

miferable,  whofe  happinefs  and  comfort 
ought  to  be  her  fole  ftudy  and  care! 
But  let  the  following  fact  fpeak  for  it- 
felf. — The  little  party  being  alTembled 
round  the  breakfaft  table,  Lady  Bon  Ton 

thus  began : •"  I  have  received  a  letter 

"  this  morning  with  a  bill  enclofed  from 
^*  my  milliner,  which  I  alfure  you,"  ad- 
dreffing  herfelf   to  her    hufband,  *'  will 

*' make  you  look  a  little  ferious;" 

^^  From  your  milliner,  my  dear?"  replied 
the  Baronet,  "  it  cannot  be  much  then, 
^'  becaufe  you  know  I  paid  her  two  hun- 
•'  dred  pounds  but  a  few  months  ago,  and 
"  I  fuppofe  you  have  not  had  many  things 
^'  fince  :  but  tell  me  how  much  it  is?'* 
Upon  which  her  Ladyfhip  kept  on  fipping 
her  tea,  and  with  a  kind  of  an  afFe6led 
gaiety  faid,  "  giujs  /"  '^  I  cannot  guefs," 
faid  he,  ''  perhaps  it  might  be  about  forty 
^' or  fifty  pounds!" — ''Forty  or  fifty 
"  pounds.  Sir  William,  you  are  not  near 

"  the  mark,  guefs  again  ?" "  Zounds, 

^'  Betfy,  what  do  you  mean  ?  Why  don't 
<<  you  tell  me  at  once,  and  not  keep  teaz- 

"  ing 
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«  ing  mt  in  this  foolifh  manner  ?"—"  In- 
^'  deed  I  cannot,  you  will  be  quite  fright* 
**  ened,  when  you  know  how  much  it  is  i 
"  therefore  I  will  not  tell  you  now,  left 
«  it  fhould  fpoil  your  breakfaft."— "  This 
^*  is  very  odd  behaviour  in  you,  Bctfy, 
*^  to  keep  tantalizing  me  in  this  ridiculous 
**  ftyle,  and  I  do  intreat  you  to  tell  me  at 
•*  once ;  is  it  two  hundred  pounds  ?'*— 
**  Two  hundred  pounds !"  replies  her  La- 
dyfliip,  "  why,  you  have  not  gueffed  near 
«  half  yet."— "By  G—  then,"  faid  the 
irritated  Baronet,  "  this  is  more  than  I 
"  can  bear ;  and  if  you  do  not  inftantly 
**  tell  me  what  the  fum  may  be,  I  will  im- 
*"  mediately  quit  the  houfe."  He  then 
got  up,  but  feeing  how  much  all  the  ladies 
were  afFefted,  except  his  wife,  he  politely 
begged  their  pardon  for  the  difturbance 
occafioned  by  Lady  Bon  Ton*s  folly  and 
impertinence,  and  declared  he  could 
bear  it  no  longer  !  Lady  B.  then  began 
to  be  a  little  confufed,  and  was  prevailed 
iipon  by  Mrs.  Stately  to  put  her  hu(band 
out  of  fufpence,  by  telling  him  bow  much 
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the  bill  came  to ;  upon  which  her  Lady- 
fliip  condefcended  to  take  the  bill  out  of 
her  pocket  and  threw  it,  rather  faucily, 
upon  the  table,  when  the  juftly  angered 
Baronet  immediately  fnatching  it  up  ex- 
claimed with  great  emotion,  What  ?  Five 
hundred  pounds  ! !  "It  cannot  be;  furely 
•'  it  mud  be  a  miftake,*  or  meant  by  way 
"  of  a  joke,  explain  it,  Bctfy;'* — "  Indeed 
**  it  is  no  joke.  Sir  William,  for  I  owe 
**  her  that  fum,  and  if  you  will  pleafe  to 
**  give  yourfelf  the  trouble  to  look  over 
••  the  bill  you  will  fee  every  article  which 
**  I  have  had."  For  fome  minutes  he  re- 
mained quite  filent,  as  if  loft  in  thought ; 
then  turning  to  Mrs.  Stately,  be  faid, 
^  There  is  not,  Madam,  a  woman  in  Eng- 
•*  land  who  drefTes  with  more  tafte  and 
^  elegance  than  yourfelf;  pray  then,  tell 
*'  me,  do  you  fpend  four  or  five  hundred 
"a  year  witii  your  milliner!*^'  Thit 
queftion  was  very  cmbarraffing  to  Mrs. 
Stately,  who  knew  that  her  anfwcr  muft 
obliquely  caft  a  reOcftion  upon  Lady 
Bon  Ton,  at  whofc  houfc  fhc  w^as  then 
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cntcilaiiied ;  bm  flic  was  obliged  to  fay 
Tome  thing  to  appcafe  her  rricnd.  Sir  WiU 
liam,  whom  Qie  highly  cftcctned  arid  re- 
fpeaed :  **  No,  Siti"  faid  ihc,  "  my  biHs 
"  feidom  cotnc  10  more  than  two  handred 
*^  pounds  a  ye^  at  mottt  but  that  h  n€^ 
**  rule,  bccaufc  fonic  ladies  wear  imore 
•*  coRly  lace  than  others »  which  wilj  make 
**  a  very  material  di  fie  re  nee,  as  it  h  aa 
**  article  that  may  colt  from  five  OnlliDga 
*'  10  five  guineas  a  yard,"—"  Pray  then,* 
laid  be  to  his  wife,  **  what  have  you  had 
^  that  (hould  come  to  fuch  a  prodigtoui 
^  amount  ?"— *«  I  have  had,"  faid  (he  wilh 
a  good  deal  of  fang  froid^  ^^  a  great  many 
"  pair  of  Glk  {lockings^  fine  bolland  fhifu% 
*'  lace,  mulltn,  and  a  variety  of  arttclei 
^  which  I  cannot  now  recoiled^  bat  I 
**'  fuppofe,  if  you  call  your  eye  over  tfac 
*^  bill,  yoti  will  fee  what  I  have  had;  bat 
ft^  I  will  look  It  over  my  ft  If,  by  and  by^  to 
'*  fee  whether  the  mman.  ha«  ca(t  ii  up 
•*  right."  Brcakfaft  being  finifhcd,  the 
company  difpcrfecl,  but  the  re  ft  of  the  day 
wif  not  fpent  with  ilie  ufoal  cbeerfulneri; 

indeed. 
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indeed,  every  one  felt  the  utmoft  pity  for 
poor  Sir  William,  and  execrated  his  un- 
feeling wife  !  Euterpe,  who  deeply  felt 
when  Ihe  beheld  others  unhappy,  went 
into  Mrs.  Stately's  room  to  know  what  was 
her  opinion  in  regard  to  Lady  Bon  Ton's 
conduft,  "  Is  it  poffible.  Madam,"  faid 
fhe,  ^'  that  Lady  B.  could  have  laid  out 
"  fo  much  with  a  milliner  in  fo  fliort  a 
"  time  ?" — "  No,  furely,  child ;  I  would 
"  not  fay  much,  but  I  am  pofitive  from 
*•  what  I  have  feen  her  wear,  Ihe  has 
"  no  lace  of  that  very  high  price,  nor  any 
"  thing  elfe  to  equal  that  expence ;  ihe 
«*  truth  is,  but  I  charge  you  take  no  notice 
'*  of  what  I  fayj  that  fhe  has  not, had  a 
"  quarter  of  the  things  which  are  fet  down 
"  in  the  bill,  for  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
'^  for  a  woman,  when  Ihe  wants  money^ 
**  either  to  give  away  to  fome  favorite^  or  to 
*'  pay  debts  of  honour^  to  order  her  milliner 
*^  (for  in  general  they  are  very  convenient 
^*  fort  of  people)  to  make  out  a  bill  to  fuch 
"  an  amount,  upon  a  promife  of  making 

"  ^fuitahle  return  !" "  What  a  wicked 

Vol.  !•  P  "  woman 


tzed  by 


Google 


(    io6    ) 

"  woman  muft  {he be,"  faid  Euterpe, *^wha 
"  can  be  fo  bafe  as  to  cheat  an  hufband 
**  in  that  infamous  manner  !  T  "  Nay,  1 
*'  can  tell  you  of  a  woraan>"  continued 
Mi's.  Stately,  "  who  makes  ufe  of  other 
^  means,  which  I  think  ftill  worfe.  Nol 
**  long  fmce,  being  diftreffed  for  cafli,  and 
^^  having  had  an  unlucky  run  at  cards, 
^'  {he  ordered  her  jeweller  to  pick  fomc  of 
"  the  be{l  brilliants  out  ofher  necklace  and 
"  ear-rings  which  {he  fold  and  re -placed 
^  them  with  falfe  {loncsy  and  this  {he  did 
'*  fo  often,  that  from  having  a  very  valu- 
**  able  fet  of  jewels,  {he  reduced  them  al- 
^  moft  tabe  of  little  or  no  value^  though 
*^  they  appeared  with  equal  lu{lre  at 
"  candle-light ;  but  it  was  found  out  in 
"  the  following  manner.  Her  huflband 
*'  having  loft  a  confiderable  futn  of  money 
*^  at  the  gaming  table,  defired  his  wife  to 
**  let  him  have  herjeVels  only  for  a  few 
^  days,  as  he  wanted  to  borrow  a  fum  of 
*f  money  upon  them,  and  promified  {he 
*«  (hould  have  them  again  in  a  {hort  time. 
^  His;  wife  immediately  brought  them  to 
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♦*  him,  being  under  no  apprchenfion  of 
**  the  trick  (he  had  played  him  being  dif- 
**  covered,  as  fhe  imagined  they  were 
•'  only  to  be  given  in  pawn  till  hei"  huf- 
"  band  had  money  to  redeem  them,  and 
"  that  they  would  not  undergo  a  ftrift 
"  examination;  but  in  this  (he  was  greatly 
*'  miftaken,  and  the  biter  was  bit  !  for  her 
*•  hufband  who  intended  to  return  thenl 
"  to  his  wif(i  as  foon  as  he  had  fold  the 
"  beft  brilliants,  and  re-placed  them  with 
^^  Jaljc  orus^  ordered  the  jeweller  to  be  as 
^^  quick  as  poflible,  who  told  him  that  he 
"  could  put  in  fuch  fine  compojxtion  as 
**  would  deceive  the  niceft  eye,  and  pro- 
"  cecded  to  tak€  out  the  largeft  brilliant 
•*  firft,  which,  upon  examination,  he  found 

"  ^o  be  paftcr "  What,"  fays  the  afto- 

"  nifhed  and  difappointed  hu{band,j&<x/Ie? 
*>  why,  I  gave  fo  much  for  them,  (nam-^ 
**  ing  the  price)  I  will  immediately  go  to 
*^  the  man  of  whom  I  bought  them,  and 
'•  who  muft  be  an  infamous  rogue;  furcly 
"  there  are  no  more  falfe  ftones;  examine 

•*  well,  I  pray  you. Upon  which  the 
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**  jrwreller  began  to  imfct  the  greater  purl 
"  of  ibetn,  when  he  found  ihat  all  but  the 
^  very  finaU  ones  ^crc  amp^^ftiimf*— Avt^y 
**  went  the  huJband  in  the  mod  violent 
**  fury^  with  a  full  detenu tuation  of  bring- 

**  ing  the  r \y  jeweller  to  anfm*cr  for 

**  his  roguery  before  a  court  of  juiUcei 
**  and  the  moment  he  arrived  at  his  houfc, 
^«  be  befet  him  with  the  moil  opprobriotii 
**  letna*,  threatening  lo  cxpofe  him  pub- 

**  liely  for  fo  impudent  a  fraud! In 

**  what,  Sir,  fays  the  jeweller  ?— In  whai^ 
^^Sir!  fays  the  enraged  huiband,  why  I 
**  fayi  in  being  guilty  of  fo  infanious  a 
**  fraud,  as  to  fell  me  a  pack  offalfc  Ronci^ 
'^  tnHcad  of  diamonds,  throwing  them  all 
**  upon  the  counter  before  him* — Do  not 
**  put  yourfclf,  Sir^  into  fuch  a  paflioii, 
"  faid  the  jeweller^  but  be  a  lutlc  calm, 
^*  and  I  will*  cxplaiti  that  matter  to  you 
^  prcfenily.  Your  Lady,  Sir,  ordo^ed 
**  me  to  pick  out  all  the  beft  brilliants^i  for 
**  which  I  paid  her  the  following  fum, 
^^  which  you  may  fee  in  my  books ^  and  I 
*^  put  in  according  to  her  dcCrc  fuch  fiiiQ 

**  compo* 
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^'.  compofition  that  no  one  could  difcovcr 
•'  it  till  they  were  taken  out :  therefore, 
^'  Sir,  if  your  anger  falls  upon  any  one, 
"  it  mull  be  on  your  own  Lady,  and  not 
"on  me!" 

This  is  what  may  be  truly  called  Dia^ 
mondciU  Diamond. 

Euterpe  then  retired  to  her  own  cham- 
ber, where,  young  as  (he  was,  Ihe  fpent 
fome  hours  in  deep  refleftion ;  contem- 
plating the  wretched  conduft  of  fuch  kind 
of  women,  at  which  flie  felt  fo  much 
ftiocked  and  aftonifhed,  as  aUnoft  to  give 
her  a  difguft  towards  her  own  fex. 
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CHAP.    XV, 

THOUGHTS  ON  THE  FOREGOING  CHAP- 
TER; THE  DEPRAVITY  WHICH  SEEMS 
TO  HAVE  TAKEN  SUCH  DEEP  ROOT  IN 
THE  HUMAN  MIND  IS  INDISPUTABLY 
OWING  TO  THE  NEGLECT  OF  RELIGI- 
ON,  WHICH  IS  THE  SOLID  BASIS  OP 
EVERY    VIRTUE, 

THE  re^kal  of  the  above  mentioned 
FACTS,  evinces  a  moft  unnatural  de- 
pravity;  but,  that  fuch  a  depravity  (hould 
poffefs  the  heart  of  any  woman,  is  indeed 
a  moft  melancholy  refleftion !  Heaven  - 
forbid  that  there  fhould  be  many  of  this 
defcription !  That  the  generality  of  young 
women  of  the  prefent  age  are  highly  cen- 
furable,  is  very  true ;  for  that  indifcreet 
levity  of  conduS,  both  in  drefs  and  man* 
ners,  which  has  more  the  appearance  of 
females  of  a  certain  defcription  than  that 
amiable  chara6ler,  the  only  one  they  ought 
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to  afTume,  of  modeft,  referved,  and  inno- 
cent virgins-  Yet,  with  all  that  folly,  the 
heart  may  ftill  be  quite  pure  and  uncorrupt; 
this  we  will  allow;  yet,  fmall  as  thofe  in- 
difcretions  may  be  without  the  leaft  pro- 
penfity  to  any  vice,  ftill  they  ought  to  be 
gently  checked  by  a  watchful  friend  in 
time,  before  the  young  mind  becomes 
emboldened  through  cuftom,  and  hardens 
into  vice !  For  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  any  perfon  becomes  vicious  at  once^ 
no,  it ,  imperceptibly  grows  upon  them,  as 
with  dram  drinkers,  who  firft  begin  with 
a  very  fmall  quantity,  and,  by  daily  in- 
crcajing  it,  become  at  laft  downright 
drunkards ! 

A  feeling  mind  cannot  but  be  greatly 
fhocked  to  obferve  how  much  the  Englifh 
ladies,  (once  fo  renowned  for  prudence, 
modefty,  and  virtue,  that  they  were  even 
the  admiration  of  every  foreigner}  are 
altered  within  thefe  late  years,  both  as  to 
their  difpofitions  and  manners.  In  fup- 
port  of  this  opinion,  we  will  quote  a  few 
ftanzas  compofed  by  a  late  learned  divine, 
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a  few  years  ago,  on  his  retufn  from  the 


continent. 


* 

m 


* 


•*  When  once  more  Dover,  I  (hould  touch  thy  ftrand 

**  A  three  year's  ftranger  to  my  native  land  ! 

♦*  For,  ah,  three  years  have  fo  deforra'd  its  face, 

"  Its  much  lov*d  features  I  can  fcarccly  trace  ! 

**  E*en  the  foft  fexs'  pudency,  our  boafl, 

•'  Seems  with  each  other  charm  to  flee  the  coad. 

"  Where  are  the  Britifh  Fair  I  left  behind, 

•*  Coyeft  andlovcliefl  of  the  female  kind, 

*'  As  chafte  and  modeil  as  the  unfunn'd  fnow, 

•*  To  angels  neareft  in  this  world  below  1 

•*  But  now,  oh  horror,  as  in  Brothels  bred, 

**  To  the  nice  feelings  of  their  honour  dead, 

**  In  her  no  waist,  each  bold  nymph  fecms  to  tell  ye, 

**  With morethanftrumpetbrafs,  BEHOLD**  ****»!*' 

Such  were  the  fentiments,  though  poeti- 
cally exprefled,  of  that  late  worthy  and 
moft  refpeftable  charaQer  Dr.  W.  We 
cannot  therefore  account  for  fo  ftrange  a 
change  in  the  female  fyftem,  but  from 
the  reafons  we  have  already  given,  and 
an  erroneous  mode  of  education  in  which 
more  pains  are  taken  with  their  external 
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appearance^  and  frivolous  occupations^ 
than  with  their  morals  or  the  improve- 
ment of  their  minds.  Firjl  imprtjfions  are 
indubitably  the  ftrongeft,  and  are  feidom 
or  ever  to  be  thoroughly  eradicated  whe- 
ther they  be  good  or  bad.  Infancy  may 
be  compared  to  a  plant  which^  while  it  is 
young  and  tender,  may  be  bent  into  any 
(hape  or  form^  but  if  neglefled,  will  rum 
wild  and  become  too  ftubborn  to  yield 
to  any  guidance;  it  is  therefore  of  in- 
finite confequence  that  the  young  and  yet 
unformed  mind  Oiould  be  very  early  taught 
to  diftinguifh  in  what  true  virtue  and  ho- 
nour confifts;  and,  above  all  things,  to 
entertain  a  right  notion  of  RELIGION, 
which  is  fimply  this:r-to  ADORE  GOD, 
and  to  firi£ily  adhere  to  the  divine  pre<^ 

CeptS  of  JESUS  CHRIST,  IH  DOIKO  UNTO 
OTHERS    AS    WE  WOULD    BJ3   DONE    UMTo! 

When  once  the  heart  is  open  to  receive 
thofe  impreffions,  and  that  they  have  taken 
deep  root,  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of 
even  bad  examples  wholly  to  exterminate 
ihem.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that 
Vol,  I.  Q  one 
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one  caufe  of  that  depravity  among  our 
females  is  owing  to  thofe  feminaries  called 
Boarding.fchools !  we  may  venture  to 
pronounce  them  to  be,  in  general,  highly 
improper  for  girls  above  the  age  of  ten 
or  eleven;  it  is  morally  impoffible  where 
there  are  a  great  number  of  girls  but 
there  may  be  fome  few  among  them,  who 
are  difpofed  to  be  vicious^  and  if  there  be 
but  on^  in  an  whole  fchool,  that  one  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  corrupt  all  the  reft !  Lay  but 
one  rotten  apple  among  an  hundred  that 
are  found,  and  it  fhall  contaminate  them 
all!  But  the  men  themfelves,  who  are 
perpetually  finding  fault  with  the  levity 
of  the  young  women,  are  chiefly  the  caufc 
of  their  own  unhappinefs  with  refpeft  to 
the  married  ftate*  They  in  general  con- 
fider  women  but  in  one  point  of  view,  in 
which  PASSION  not  reason  guides  them; 
they  are  captivated  with  their  external 
charms,  which  foon  pall  on  poffeflion  ; 
therefore  if  a  young  woman  has  no  other 
attradions  or  merit  but  what  depends 
upon  ber  perfonal  beauty,  difguft  fuc- 
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ceedsin  the  place  of  friendfiiipahdefteemi 
Another  caufe  of  female  error  arifes  in 
confequence  of  the  ftrange  and  unac- 
countable depravity  of  fome  men !  for  we 
really  believe,  many  a  well  difpofed  and  ^ 
amiable  young  woman  has  been  led  to  be 
guilty  of  extreme  levity  and  an  indeco- 
rous kind  of  behaviour,  from  falfely  ima- 
gining that  by  this  kind  of  coquetry  (he 
fbould  attract  attention  and  appear  more 
agreeable  and  captivating  in  the  eyes  of  the 
men !  We  do  not  much  wonder,  indeed, 
that  very  young  fimple  girls  are  miftak-^ 
ingly  led  into  this  error,  when  they  find 
that  fo  many  men  of  rank  and  underftand- 
ing,  and  who  know  the  world,  fhould  be 
fo  depraved  in  mind,  and  poffefs  fo  little 
delicacy  of  femiment,  as  to  prefer  women 
of  the  moll  abandoned  charaQers  and 
loofe  morals  as  companions  for  life !  and 
what  is  ftill  more  ftrange,  to  confer  upon 
them  the  facred  and  honourable  title  of 
WIFE  ! !  Is  not  this  a  kind  of  difcourage- 
mcnt  to  female  virtue  ?  If  men  were  only 
tp  lead  to  the  altar,  women  of  ftriB  virtue 
Q  2  an4 
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and  niodefty,inftead  of  caft  oflFcourteasafiSy 
gtiitudinarians^  and  fuch  kind  of  females, 
which  are  a  difgrace  to  their  fex,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  it  would  have  the  defired 
effefl,  as  it  would  be  the  infallible  means 
of  inculcating  the  love  of  virtue  in  the 
female  breaft,  and  of  their  recovering  that 
general  charafter  for  which  they  were 
formerly  fo  renowned  !  But  if  the  morals 
of  young  women  were  ftriftly  attended  to 
in  their  infancy,  would  there  be  fo  many 
unhappy  and  abandoned  females  (loft  to 
every  fcnfe  of  fhamc)  exifting  as  there 
are,  to  a  moft  alarming  number,  at  this 
prefent  time  ?  Surely  not  •  the  whale 
hlarru^  however,  is  not  to  be  laid  to  the 
charge  of  female  feminaries,  though  we 
fhall  take  occaHon  hereafter  to  explain 
why  much  mifchief  is  derived  from  a  great 
number  of  girls  affociating  with  each 
other,  unlefs  they  are  under  fuch  reftric 
tions  as  are  abfolutely  necciTary  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  habits  fo  common 
at  fchools.  But  without  foftening  our 
former  opinion,  with  refpeft  to  boarding* 
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fchools,  candour  forces  us  to  confefs,  that 
all  the  mifchief  does  not  lie  there !  it  oftei^ 
arifes  from  an  improper  treatment^  and  ill 
condu£l,  in  the  parents  themfelves,  partis 
cularly  mothers,  if  they  be  unfortunately 
of  a  difSpated  turn,  which  muft  prove  the 
caufe  of  much  unhappinefs,  and  fometimcs 
the  total  ruin  of  their  daughters,  a  wrong 
indulgence  in  permitting  them  without 
controul  to  choofe  improper  books,  or 
companions;  fometimes  treating  them 
with  too  much  feverity,  and  oftentimes 
total  negleft;  in  either  cafe,  the  effe&$ 
frequently  prove  fatal !  Severity  Sidded  tq 
negkBi  and  the  want  of  that  maternal  care 
which  a  tender  mother  would  naturally 
take  who  is  anxious  for  her  daughter's 
fpiritual  as  well  as  temporal  happinefs, 
was  the  real  caufe  of  poor  Belinda's  fall  T 
—  a  fatal  fall  indeed! — fuch  as  muft 
awaken  the  feelings  of  every  heart,  and 
{hock  humanity  to  hear,  nor  can  we  recite 
the  fad  tale,  without  dropping  a  tear  to 
highly  injured  innocence!!  It  is  very 
true  that  it  fometimes  happens  in  fpite  of 
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all  a  parentis  care,  fome  unlucky  circum^^ 
fiance  will  arife  unforefeen,  that  may  blaft 
the  hopes  and  deftroy  the  happinefs  and 
comfort  of  a  whole  family  !  In  that  cafe 
the  parent  receives ^m^  confolation  in  the 
refleftion  that  fhe  has  done  her  duty,  and 
has  nothing  to  reproach  herfelf  with;  but 
in  the  cafe  of  the  lovely  innocent  and  un- 
fortunate girl,  whofe  ftory  we  are  going  to 
relate,  the  blame  feems  to  lay  at  the  mO' 
iher's  door !  and  thofe  who  knew  her  La- 
dyfhip's  temper  and  difpofition  will  eafily 
fuppofe  that  this  is  not  merely  a  furmife ; 
although  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of 
fixty  and  upwards,  her  Ladyfhip  had  not 
loft  her  tafte  for  worldly  pleafures;  an 
immoderate  love  for  which,  had  led  her 
into  fuch  expenccs  that  Ihe  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  for  her  and  her  amiable  family 
to  retire  to  a  lonely  old  fafhioned  manfion 
Ctuated  in  an  obfcure  village,  in  order 
to  retrieve  the  reduced  ftate  of  their 
finances!  Her  elder  daughters  being  ab- 
fent  on  a  vifit  to  fome  of  their  friends, 
Belinda  was  the  only  one  who  was  left  at 
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home  with  her  parents'  at  dull  castLe* 
Belinda  loved  reading,  but  as  it  is  na- 
tural for  mod   young  people   to  prefer 
books  that  amufc  inftead  of  fuch  as  inftruSf 
(for  the  one,  generally^T;(?wr5  the  paflions, 
whilft  the  latter  afts  as  ^fafeguard  to  pre. 
vent  the  indulging  of  thexn)  Ihe  read  only 
novels  and  romances,  the  generality  of 
which  (particularly    novels^   for  there    is 
fome  difference  betwixt  the  two  compo- 
iitions)  oftener  tend  to  corrupt,  than  im- 
prove the  mind;  nor  have  we  the  lead 
doubt,  from  what  we  have  been  informed 
by  one  who  lived  in   the  family  at  the 
time,  that  her  reading  of  love  talcs,  added 
to  her  own  unhappinefs,  on  account  of 
the  melancholy  life  ihe  led,  was  the  fatal 
caufe  of  her  death  !     The  romantic  idea 
of  a  garden  fcene  in  a  moon  light  night  fo 
poflefled  the  mind   of  that  unfortunate 
girl,  that  (he  was  eafily  prevailed  upon  to 
liften  to  the  artifice  of  a  defigning  knave» 
and  the  wicked  advice  of  a  corrupt  female 
fervant.       The     dreadful    confequences 
which  followed;  ought  to  be  a  warning  to 
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other  young  women,  who  are  tempted  to 
realize  the  lituation.  of  an  highly  finifhed 
htroiTie J  crczted  by  the  fertile  and  luxurious 
imagination  of  alafcivious  noVel  writer.  A 
novel  which  fets  vice  in  an  amiable  light) 
like  the  charafter  of  Mac  heath  in  the 
Beggar's  Opera,  or  drains  even  virtue  be- 
yond the  power  of  human  nature  to  imi* 
tate,  is  equally  dangerous  to  a  young  and 
fufceptible  mind,  and  the  former  but  too 
often  exhibits  a  pleafing  pifturc  which 
cannot  fail  of  being  deftru6iive  to  the 
morals:  it  is  like  adminiftering  a  deadly 
}>oifon  concealed  in  a  delicious  fweet^ 
meat.  That  there  are  many  exceptions, 
is  not  to  be  difputed,  we  are  not  to  rank 
the  elegant  novels  of  a  Richardfon,  a  Field- 
ing, a  Burney,  &c.  it  is  true,  in  the 
above  mentioned  clafs,  but  what  are  thefe 
few  exceptions  to  the  bulk  of  trafti  with 
which  every  circulating  library  abounds, 
to  the  difgrace  and  fcandal  of  literature, 
as  well  as  the  bane  anddeftruflion  of  every 
young  female,  who  are  permitted  to  pe- 
tufe  thofe  fiftitious  talcs  of  love,  which 
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are  as  pernicious  to  innocence  and  virtue, 
as  they  are  void  of  truth  and  probability! 
however,  the  dangerous  confequence  of 
permitting  the  lovely  Belinda  to  perufc 
Utitit  fcrUirnffntal  taks^  vi^  appear  as  fol- 
lows.— When  all  the  family  were  retired 
to  reft,  flie  went  into  the  garden  to  meet 
her  lover,  who  was  not  only  a  married  man, 
but  that  fori  of  man,  which  one  would 
have  thought  fcarce  poflible  to  have 
caught  the  heart  of  a  girl,  who  had,  all 
her  life,  been  accuftomed  to  converfe 
with  people  of  high  rank  and  education ; 
for  he  had  neither  breeding,  figure,  or  in* 
deed  any  requifite  to  recommend  him  to 
any  thing  higher  than  a  Welch  farmer's 
daughter :  nay,  we  are  perfuaded,  if  it 
had  been  any  where  elfe  than  in  a  melan- 
choly, remote,  old  falhioned  houfe,  fitu<» 
ated  among  the  black  mountains  in  Wales, 
(he  would  not  have  honoured  him  with 
the  leaft  notice!  A  very  celebrated 
French  writer  has  given  it  as  her  opinion, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  for  a 
young  woman  than  folitude :  it  certainly 
Vol.  I.  R  is 
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H(0;  tinlcf*  file  has  free  iccefftQa 
ehoreti  libraryf  and  fame  other  raiionil' 
amufemcnts,  lo  employ  her  ihoushtf  iinlj 
lime  J  Uui  in  the  cafe  of  poor  Belinda,  m 
was  faroUicrwifc;^f  had  none  of  iht 
rerourccsi  for  though  a  girl  c>f  farhion^ 
had  been  fa  HI  educated,  ihat  (he  wM  mi 
millrcff  of  any  one  accomplUhnieni;  fli^j 
heard  no  mulic  but  the  notes  of  the  doleftjlj 
ctiekoo;  read  no  books  but  noveli  and 
romances  I  very  fcldom  faw  any  companjTj 
bm  the  old  Wckh  parfon  who  came  tfrj 
play  ai  backgaminon  with  her  father,  <*r 
picquet  with  Iter  modicr;  flic  conyerfraj 
chiefly  with  her  own  maid,  who  becajj**^ 
her  cmfiffnU  atul  was  at  the  boitom  ^^f^ 
fatal  intrignei  which  vas  difcoveredin  t^^ 
following   manner — Her  fathcrt  Sir  ^Vll- 
Itim  Worthy,    being    rather  indilpofed 
after  fupper,  ordered  the  houfekerper  lo 
bring  him  fame  waier  gruel  after  he  wW 
in  bed,    Belinda,  who  had  retired  earO^ 
than  ufual  to  her  cm  n  apartment,  wa>  ig^ 
norant  of  thiitcircumflance,  and  jmagii^^d 
that  the  bo nfe keeper  was  gone  lo  fcfc 
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vhen  {kt  was  attending  upon  Sir  William; 
but  the  latter,  on  quitting  her  matter's 
room,  happened  to  pafs  by  that  of  her 
young  lady,  and  obferving  her  candle  was 
npt  put  out,  (he  went  in  ;  when,  to  her  afto- 
nifhment,  fhe  found  that  Beljinda  had  left 
the  room :  after  ftaying  fome  time  in  ex- 
peftation  of  her  return,  her  patience  was 
exhaufted,  and  fhe  went  down  ftairs,  when 
(he  perceived  that  the  garden  door  was 
unchained :  {he  then  went  out  to  call  her, 
but  receiving  no  anfwer,  fhe  immediately 
went  up  to  her  matter,  and  informed  him 
that  his  daughter  was  miffing!  The  whole 
houfe  was  prefently  in  the  utmott  confu- 
fion  and  confternation !  Sir  William 
(who  doted  upon  his  daughter)  kept  cry- 
ing out,  Belinda  is  gone  off,  Belinda  1$ 
gone  off!  Saddle  the  horfes,  take  dif- 
ferent roads !  In  fiiort,  poor  Sir  William 
was  frantic  with  defpair !  Mr.  T — : — , 
who  happened  to  be  there  on  a  vifit  with 
his  fon  (the  prefent  Loi;d  A — y)  and  from 
whom  we  heard  this  melancholy  ftory,  ad- 
yifed  the  family  firft  ^o  examine  every 
Jl  ^  corner 
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comer  of  ihc  garden,  before  the  fervatiti 
were  fent  in  purftiii  of  the  young  Udy; 
hh  if) vice  being  taken,  they  pcrcei%xd 
clofe  to  the  fiJb-pond,  the  imprelGoo  of 
her  feet,  and  likcwife  a  ftring  hanging 
upon  a  biifh  near  the  water,  vhicb,  on 
examination,  appeared  to  be  her  apron 
ftringf  Thisga^c  Mr-  T-  a  fufpicion  that 
jhe  had  drowned  herfeif,  or  had  been 
ihrtmm  in,  and  the  latter  has  fince  been 
ihe  prevailing  opinion.  He  therefore  re- 
quefled  of  Sir  William  to  give  immediate 
orders  for  having  the  pond  dragged!  but 
jt  was  ovfT-rukd  by  her  I^dyftiip,  whei 
faid,  {he  did  not  at  all  doubt  but  {he  was 
gone  off  with  fome  Jiltvi&f  Such  fort  of 
viJgari/ms  were  very  apt  to  eft  ape  her 
Ladyffiip,  erpecially  when  fhe  was  at  any 
time  provoked, — Again,  the  fervantj  wei^ 
ordered  to  faddle  the  horfes,  and  take  dif- 
ferent roads  in  purfuit  of  her.  Mr.T, 
then  alltcd  Sir  William  whether  any  of 
the  neighbouring  gentlemen  came  often 
to  his  honfe,  and  if  be  had  perceived  htt 
daughter's  panialify  to  any  one  in  panicu* 
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lar? — He  replied  that  there  was  but  one, 
bcfidcs  the  old  Reflorjwho  came  ver)'often^ 
but  that  Af  was  rather  a  mean  kind  of  man; 
andj  befides  he  was  married;  then,  faid 
Mr.  T.  on  hearing  zvho  it  vcsls^  I  am  deter- 
mined to  go  immediately  to  his  houfe, 
and  I  fiiall  foon  perceive  if  he  be  a  party 
eoncerncdin  her  flight;  indeed,  from  the 
little  I  have  feen  of  him,  I  think  he  ap* 
pears  a  very  artful  man,  and  I  recoHeft, 
when  he  was  walking  the  other  evening 
with  Mifi  Belinda,  he  feemcd  to  pay  her 
more  attention  than  is  ufual  for  a  man  to 
do,  unlefs  he  has  feme  defign  in  making 
him felf  particularly  agreeable  to  the  Lady 
to  whom  he  pays  fo  much  affiduiiy.  It 
was  between  two  and  three  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  Mr,  T.  arrived  at  the  houfe  of 
Mr,  D.  who  was  fufpeftcd  to  be  the  lover 
of  Belinda — he  knocked  loudly  at  the 
door,  upon  which  D,  opened  the  window 
completely  drefTed  except  his  coai;  ihal 
ci re um (lance  alone,  was  quite  fufiicienr 
to  convince  Mr.  T,  th^t  he  had  not  been 
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and  haftened  back  to  Dull  Gastle^ 
where  he  arrived  juft  as  they  had  dragged 
the  pond  and  found,  too  laic,  the  body  of 
the  unfortunate  Belinda ! !  Her  father, 
poor  old  man,  died  foon  after,  of  a  broken 
heart ;  and  the  antiquated  dame  her  mo- 
ther, to  diffipate  her   excessive    grief^ 

-— ' What? Why,  at  her  houfe  in 

town,  a  few  months  after,  Mr.  T.  found 
her  Ladyfhip  engaged  with  a  very  large 
card  party  ! ! But  this  is  high  life,  and 

THE    SPIRIT    OF    FASHION  ! 
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CHAP.    XVI. 

FURTHER  REFLECTIONS  OK  THE  FORE* 
GOING  CHAPTER.  THE  IMPROPRIETY 
OF  EMPLOYING  MEN  UPON  EVERY  OC- 
CASION INSTEAD  OF  WOMEN,  IS  POINT* 
Zl>   OUT. 

THE  ftoiy  of  the  unfortunate  Belinda 
affords  frelh  occafion  for  deep  con- 
templation,  and  leads  to  a  repetition  of  our 
former  obfervations,  with  refpeft  to  thein- 
crcafmg  profligacy  of  the  age!  The  little 
tegard  that  is  paid  to  the  first  and  moft 
important  obj eft,  religion,  the  reading 
o{  inflammatory  novels,  and  the  copying  the 
diflipated  manners  of  the  foreign  women, 
&c.  all  tend  to  corrupt  the  heart,  and 
if  once  the  heart  be  corrupted,  the  ftep  is 
but  a  vei^y  ftiort  one,  to  the  full  indul- 
gence  of  the  paflions.  The  indelicate 
cuftom  alfo  of  employing  m^  where  there 
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would  be  niuch  more  propriety  in^ employ- 
ing their  own  fex  is^no/A^rcaufe  why  young 
women  at  a  very  early  period  of  life,  begin 
to  lofe  their  natural  diffidence,  modefty, 
and  baflifulnfefs;  and  confequently  from 
being  accuftomed  to  have  their  perfons  fa- 
miliarly handled  by  the  men  whom  they  em- 
ploy as  ftaymakers,  hair-dreffers,  &c.  they 
at  length  become  fo  emboldened,  that  they 
fubmit  to  the  moll  indecorous  freedoms 
from  others,  without  a  bliifh  !  Thus  they 
cafily  become  a  prey  to  defigning  men, 
before  they  have  the  leaft  idea  of  the  dan- 
ger they  are  in,  and  the  fnares  that  are 
laid  for  them !  We  do  not  mean  to  infi- 
nuate  that  men  profeflbrs  are  always  pre- 
ferred from  any  vicious  propenfities  in 
the  women,  but  merely  becaufe  it  is  more 
FASHIONABLE  !  Heuce it  is,  th^immmi(U 
wives  arg  employed  !  Thofe  who  are  led 
into  this  prepofterous  cuftom  becaufe  it  is 
fafliionable,  and  thought  more  genteel  for 
the  doftor's  chariot  to  appear  at  the  door, 
rather  than  an  old  woman  trudging  in,  on 
foot,  aft  perhaps  more  innocently  than 
Vol.  I.  S  fome 
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dulge  (wiihout  auy  appcaraiite 
will]  the  I  call  itidecorum)  their  own  «y| 
ton  propcnfuics!  or  elfe,  why 
man  to  an  end  ihcm  hifsfre  the  lij 
their  labour  is  expeQcd  to  come  ooi 
cventhcn^  there  is  nor^/occaGDr 
cy-nine  times  in  an  hundred,  for' 
lacing  called  in  at  all;  ^^  katu^e  in  I 
cafc^  if  Ak  he  left  to  hcrrclf,  will  perfq 
her  office  with  more  falety  lo  the  mot] 
and  ^bildt  thAO  when  ihcy  run  the  t^t{ 
of  being  injured  by  the  ufc  of  injirumi\ 
which  hut  too  fn  quently  happens  I  We^ 
not  however  mean  to  deny,  that  mt 
he  allowed  with  propriety  in  aBud 
in  a  cafe  which  it  h  f^ppofed 
the  fltiiJ  of  ^furgfcni  this  h  certainf 
fonable,  if  the  mind  of  ihr  patient  be  i| 
preffed  with  the  rmallcft  idea  of  d| 
and  that  iheir  perfoB^  mt^Jeftr  unc 
tkdfu)  hafids  of  ufurgtm  than  %\ih'\ 
man )  but  what  ex c ufc  can  be  frai 
fen4ing  for  a  doftorj  in  an  ftirly  fl| 
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pregnancy?  and  fometimes  without  being 
certain  they  are  pregnant  at  all ! !  In  th6 
name  of  decency  and  common  fenfe  what, 
reafon  can  there  be  alledged  {or  fuch  an 
indelicate  proceeding  ?  That  it  is  done  is 
a  FACT,  and  one  inftance  we  will  recite 
which  happened  but  a  Ihort  time  fmce  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Red  Lion-fquare. 
A  beautiful  young  married  lady  as  {he  was 
going  with  a  party  of  her  friends  to  an 
Exhibition  at  Somerfet  Houfe,  was  juft 
entering  into  her  own  carriage,  when  flic 
perceived  her  man-fhidwife  appear  at  her 
door  in  his;  fhe  immediately  made  an 
apology  for  returning  again  in  doors,  when 
fhe  was  followed  by  her  doftor,  who 
ftayed  with  her  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  whilft  her  hufband  and  friends  were 
waiting  for  her  in  the  carriage !  She  at 
.  length  returned,  rather  fluftercd  and  con- 
fufed,  made  a  thoufand  awkward  excufes, 
for  letting  them  wait  fo  long,  when  her 
hufband,  with  a  fuUeA  countenance,  de- 
manded of  her  what  could  have  detained 
her  fo  long,  what  could  fhe  have  got  to 
S  2  fty, 
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fay,  as  fhe  was  in  perfe£l  health  and  ailed 
nothing?  She  replied  with  great  finipli- 
city,  that  fhe  wanted  to  be  informed  whe- 
ther  or  no  fhe  was  with  child  ?  One  of  the 
party  who  related  to  us  this  curious  anec- 
dote, was  a  dignified  clergyman ;  and  his 
remark  upon  fo  indecent  a  condu£l  was  as 
fevere  as  we  fear  was  juflly  merited ! 
There  is  no  one  can  hold  the  faculty  in 
higher  eflimation  than  we  do,  particularly 
the  furgeons,  as  a  mofl  ufeful  fet  of  men 
to  the  community  at  large;  it  is  not,  there- 
fore, againfl  that  refpe£iable  body  of  men 
that  we  fpeak,  but  againfl  the  abfurd  and 
inraiodefl  cuflom  of  women  employing 
them,  when  there  is  no  real  occajionfor  it ! 
If  we  were  to  mention  the  infinite  num- 
ber of  women  who  have  been  injured 
from  the  ufe  of  injlrwments  by  which  their 
perfons  have  been  rendered  obnoxious  to 
their  hufbands,  as  well  as  the  number  of 
children  who  have  been  facrificed  in  the 
birth  (a  cruel  inflance  of  which  we  know 
to  be  a  faQ,  but  cannot  with  decency  re- 
peat)  owing  to  the  ufe  of  injlruments^  it 
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vould  fill  a  volume,  and  appal  theinind^ 
of  every  female,  who  might  read  it,  with 
horror  and  aftonifliment !  This  is  a  truth 
that  cannot  be  contradi6ied,  while  fuch  a 
book  as  Dr.  Smellie's  Lectures  to  his  Pupils 
exilts!  The  late  learned  Dr.  N.  wrote  a 
treatife  on  the  abominable  cuftom  of  em- 
ploying men  midwives,  except  in  very  ex- 
traordinary cafes  and  unnatural  births; 
it  is  intituled  the  petition  of  the  un- 
born BABES. — Mrs.  Kennon,  midwife  to 
the  late  Princefs  of  Wales,  was  fo  pleafed 
with  it,  that  when  fhe  was  upon  her  death 
bed,  (he  fqueezed  a  five  hundred  pound 
bank  note  into  the  Do6lor's  hand.  It  is 
conftantly  alledged,  among  ladies,  by  way 
of  an  apology  for  preferring  the  men,  that 
the  women  midwives  are  ignorant  and  not 
poflefled  of  fufficient  anatomical  know- 
ledge !  Then  let  it  be  a(ked,  who  brought 
our  moft  Gracious  Sovereign  into  the 
world ?  —  a  woman-,  —  (Mrs.  Kennon.) 
Who  brought  the  prgfent  Heir  Apparent 
and  all  the  reft  of  her  Majefty's  lovely  pro- 
geny into  the  world  (except  one)  a  woman! 
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(Mrs.  Draper.)  One  would  have  thought 
the  virtuous  and  modeft  examples  ofthefe 
noble  perfonages  would  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  every  female  of  fenfe  and  de- 
licacy in  the  kingdom !  but  enough  has 
been  faid  to  prove  the  danger  and  the  m- 
delicacy  of  employing  men,  except  in  cafes 
where  it  mSiy  be  abfolutely  neceffary ! 


CHAP.     XVII. 

MRS.  STATELY  AND  EUTERPE  ARRIVE 
IN  TOWN.  LADY  ELIZABETH  TUDOR 
GIVES  A  GRAND  ROUT,  TO  WHICH  EU- 
TERPE   IS   INVITED. 

MRS.  Stately  and  Euterpe  having 
left  Bon  Ton  Hall,  they  fpent 
a  few  days  at  Belk-vue  before  they  re- 
turned to  the  metropolis.  Mrs.  Stately, 
being  informed  that  there  was  to  be  a 
grand  mafquerade  at  the  Opera  Houfe, 
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obligingly  offered  a  ticket  to  Euterpe,  re. 
quefting  the  favour  of  her  to  be  of  the 
party.  This  offer  Euterpe  politely  de- 
clined, not  becaufe  fhe  did  not  like  to  go, 
but  becaufe  her  mother  had  pointed  out 
thai  kind  of  public  amufement  as  the  mod  ' 
dangerous  to  female  virtue;  fuch  was  Eu- 
terpe's  refpeft  for  the  advice  of  a  parent, 
though  dead,  to  whom  fhe  owed  every 
fentiment  of  honour  which  has  guided  her 
anions  through  life.  This /elf  denial  in  fo 
young  a  girl,  whofe  natural  curioCty 
would  have  been  greatly  gratified  in  be- 
holding one  of  the  moft  fpendid  exhibi- 
tions that  poffibly  can  be  imagined,  nay 
be  ranked  among  fome  of  thofe  prudent 
refplutions,  which  more  than  once  faved 
her  from  falling  into  thofe  fnares,  which 
but  too  often  prove  fatal  to  youth  and 
innocence.  Having  received  an  invita- 
tion from  Lady  Elizabeth  Tudor  to  her 
rout  near  Cavendifh-fquare,  Euterpe  went 
there  in  company  with  the  Earl  and  Coun* 
tefs  of  Guernfey,  with  whom  Ihe  had 
dined.      Among    the  vifitors  were    the 
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DutchcfTes  of  P.  and  B— tf  rlie  D— j  Lady 
B — ^n^  her  fqit,  the  Vifcount,  ihe  Duke  ol 
i\L  the  iwo  ladies  H — y*  and  may  otheri 
whom  we  do  not  now  recoUcE.    A  circum^ 
Rostcc  happened  that  even itig  vihkh  gave 
Lord  G.  great  hopes  that  he  Qmuld  be  the 
{neaiis  of  breaking  off  the  connexion  br^ 
I  we  en    lady  Elizabeth  T.  and  Euterpe^ 
which,  he  thoiiglit^  prevented  his  defignj 
from  fnccceding  upon  that  young  girl; 
who,  having  fung  fome  ducts  wUh  Lord  0. 
her  Grace  ofP,   fignificd  her  wifli  to  MrJ 
TudorofhearingEuterpcpIay  on  thevtoli 
as  Ihc  was  univerrallv  aUow*ed  lo  excel] 
upon  that  inftrument.   Mr.  Tudor  siccc 
ittgiy  entreated  the  favour  of  Euterpe  tol 
fend  for  her  viot,  which  w*a%at  that  very] 
time, at  Lord  Guerofcy's  houfe;  to  thu  pro- 
poruion  ftie  readily  aifented ;  but  the  Larl 
Wii^^rri^bis  Lad);^  fhe  called  Euterprto] 
her  iy  her  kufhmd'$  order^  and  defired  her 
to  refufc  fending  for  it^  wader  a  preicnceJ 
thai  fome  accident  might    happen  to  hj 
from  the  curflrjfmfi  of  the  fcrv  sjnts.     This 
fooliOi  e^cafe  tiot  oiity  greaily  offended^ 

the] 
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the  Dutchefs,  but  was  the  caufe  of  very 
high  words  between  Mr.  T.  and  the  EarU 
Lord  B.  who  loved  fun,  highly  enjoyed 
this  fquabble5  took  the  part  of  Mr.  T. 
againft  the  Peer,  and  ftrongly  folicited 
Euterpe  to  fend  for  the  inftrument.  It  is 
eafy  to  conceive  her  embarraflment ;  as 
£he  was  much  hurt  to  perceive  that  her 
refufal  had  offended  a  friend  whom  ihe 
honoured  and  efteemed ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  Ihe  dared  not  refufe  the  hard  in- 
junCiions  laid  upon  her  by  thofe  who  it 
was  her  intereft  to  oblige,  or  rather  to 
obey.  After  the  company  were  departed 
flie,  for  fome  time,  wept  bitterly  while  (he 
was  obliged  to  hear  the  keen  and  juft  re- 
proaches of  her  offended  friends,  whom 
fhe  endeavoured  to  appeafe  by  every  per- 
fuafive  argument  in  her  power!  Every 
one  who  was  prefent  muft  have  perceived 
the  drift  of  the  fubtle  courtier;  who, 
finding  his  fcheme  had  not  fucceeded,  fent 
a  few  weeks  after,  an  invitation  to  Mr. 
Tudor  and  Lady  Elizabeth,  to  meet  Eu- 
terpe at  dinner  in  Grofvenor-fquare.  He 
Vol,  L  T  now 
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now  began  to  fhew  Mn  T.  and  his  Lady 
uncommon  attention,  and  took  infinite 
pains  to  gain  their  favour;  he  lamented 
that  a  man  of  Mr,  Tudor's  abilities  had 
riot  higher  rank  in  the  army,  and  told 
him,  he'had  beenjuft  informed  that  the 

Governor  of was  dead,  that  the  ap- 

pointment  was  worth  at  lead  a  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  and,  if  it  would  be  agree- 
able to  him  to  accept  of  it,  he  was  very 
furc  he  had  intereft  to  procure  it  for  him. 
Upon  which  Mr.  T.  returned  his  Lordftiip 
many  thanks  for  his  obliging  offer  offend- 
ing  him  out  of  the  kingdom^  and  interefting 
himfelf  fo  miich  in  his  favour,  but  that  he 
was  very  well  contented  with  his  prcfent 
appointment,  though  it  was  not  half  fo 
lucrative;  where  (to  make  ufe  of  Mr.  Tu- 
dor's own  wordsj  he  was  only  up  to  the 
chin  in  hot  water,  but  he  knew,  he  faid, 
enough  of  the  other  garrifon,  to  be  very 
fenfible  that  he  fliould  be  there,  foon  over 
head  and  ears;  befides,  continued  Mr.  T.  it 
is  in  a  part  of  the  world,  that,  of  all  others, 
he  detefted,  and  would  not  change  thsft 
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which  he  had  for  the  other,  though  often 
times  its  value.  That  fcheme  failing 
likewife,  the  infinuating  Earl  turned  the 
converfation  on  the  fubjeft  of  Euterpe. 
His  words  were  {o  pointed  and  fo  remark- 
able, that  we  will  give  them  verbatim ;— • 
^'  I  think,  Mr.  T.  you  admire  Euterpe  ?" 
~"  Yes,  my  Lord,"  replied  Mr.  T.  «  I 
y*  do,  and  you  taught  me,  by  pointing  out 
"  to  me  her  good  qualities." — "  Then," 
replied  the  Earl,  "let  n>e  untcach  you." 
"  That^  my  Lord,  is  not  fo  cafily  done,  I  pro- 
^'  fefs  myfclf  to  be  her  ftedfaft  friend,  and 
"  nothing  can  ever  alter  my  fentiments." 
This  converfation   ended,  his    Lordfhip 

prefented  Euterpe  to  the  Duke  of  D , 

in  whofe  power  it  was  to  difpofe  of  the 
place  of  maids  of  honour;  when  Euterpe 
received  apromife  of  being  named  on  the 
firft  vacancy  :  the  Earl  emphatically  told 
the  Duke  it  would  moft  particularly  oblige 
him  if  his  Grace  would  confer  upon  Eu- 
terpe that  honour,  as  both  he  and  the 
Countefs  had  a  very  great  regard  for  her ; 
and  continued  fpeaking  of  her  to  his 
T  2  Gi:acc 
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Grace  in  the  higheft  term^.  The  Coun- 
tefs  coming  up  to  the  Duke,  Euterpe  told 
her  Ladyfhip  how  kind  the  Earl  had  been 
in  fpeaking  to  the  Duke,  who  had  graci- 
oufly  given  his  promife  to  get  her  named 
on  the  firft  vacancy  as  maid  of  honour, 
when  her  Ladyfhip  was  pleafed  to  fpeak 
herfelf  to  his  Grace  upon  the  fubjeft  in 
the  prefence  of  Euterpe,  who  was  not  a 
little  elated  at  fo  much  pains  being  taken 
to  ferve  her  in  a  matter  Ihe  had  fo  much 
at  heart-  Mr.  Tudor,  a  few  days  after, 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  Vifcountefs  D.  B.  when 
fhe  informed  him  of  the  converfation 
which  had  paffed  between  her  Ladyfhip 
and  the  Countefs  of  G.  which  is  as  fol- 
lows.  "  Every  body,"  fays  Lady  B. "  is 

"  furprifed  that  your  Ladyfhip  counte- 
*^  nances  Euterpe.'* —  "  Why,'*  fays  the 
Countefs,  "I  thought  fhe  was  a  great  fa- 
**  vorite  of  yours?" — "It  is  very  true,** 
replied  the  Dowager,  "I  like  her  much, 
*'  and  think  fhe  is  at  prefent  a  very  good 
''  girl,  but  that  you  fhould  countenance 
**  and  appear  fa  fond  of  her  is  the  afto- 
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^*  nifhment  of  every  one,  it  being  fo  well 
*'  known  that  Lord  G.  is  greatly  attached 
**  to  her,  and  is  as  conjlant  in  his  vifits  to 
^^  her,  as  he  is  in  his  afliduities  to  gain 
«  her  affeaions !"— "  True,"  replied  the 
Countefs,  "I  am  not  as  you  or  others 
*'  imagine  blind  to  his  new  attachment,  but 
''  what  is  it  to  me  who  has  his  heart,  for 
^*  I  have  loft  it  long  ago ;  and  I  fliould 
*'  prefer  his  being  attached  to  Euterpe, 
"  whofe  condu£l  hitherto  muft  ever  en- 
"  dear  her  to  me,  as  (he  fliews  me  every 
^'  attention  in  her  power,  than  to  that 
*'  woman  with  whom  he  has  been  fo  long 
"  connefted,  and  who  has  treated  me  like 
*•  a  dog ;  but  whom,  I  believe,  he  has 
**  totally  left  for  Euterpe;  as  he  has  for- 
*'  faken  Rotten-row^  for  the  New-road^  for 
"  fo  I  have  been  informed  by  the  fer- 
"  vant  who  generally  attends  him  in  his 
"  morning  airings.  I  really  believe  thai 
^'  Euterpe  is  perfeftly  innocent,  and  (he 
"  does  not  feem  to  make  any  ufe  of  her 
"  power  over  my  Lord,  whom  fhe  treats 
^*  with  equal  referve  as  refpeft ;  while  my 

**  kindnefj 
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♦*  kindnefs  to  her  may  fave  her  from  ruin : 
"  nor  will  I  ever  alter  my  behaviour  to- 
*'  wards  her,  v'hilft  flie  continues  to  con- 
"  dud  herfelf  in  the  manner  fhc  has  al- 
"  ready  done." — "  Your  Lady  (hip's  argu- 
"  ments,"  replied  Lady  B. ''  cannot  but  be 
*'  approved,  yet  it  is  but  a  mortifying  fitu- 
"  ation,  I  think,  to  be  obliged  to  be  upon 
"  good  terms  M'ith  a  rival." — "I  am  under 
*'  no  obligation^  moil  certainly,*'  fays  the 
Countefs,  *'  to  vifit  her  at  all,  and  if  I  were 
*^  to  drop  her  acquaintance,  it  might  be 
*'  probably  the  ready  means  of  her  liften- 
"  ing  to  Lord  G.  if  it  were  only  perhaps 
"  out  of  pique  and  refentment  to  me;  it 
*'  would,  therefore,  be  but  policy  in  me 
"  to  be  kind  to  her,  fuppofing  I  cared 
"  about  his  loving  her,  which,  to  fay  the 
f'  truth,  I  do  not;  for  if  it  were  not  her, 
"  that  he  had  fixed  his  aiFeQions  upon,  it 
f  would  moft  likely  be  fome  other,  and  as 
f'  long  as  he  condufts  himfelf  towards  me 
"  with  kindnefs  and  attention,  I  ^m  very 
"  well  fatisfied ;  fo  it  is  all  one  to  me  now, 
"  who  has  his  heart;  and  it  may  be  in  my 

"  power, 
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"  power,  by  treating  her  with  kindnefs,  to 
"  prevent  her  ruin."  The  above  con- 
verfation  was  thus  related  to  Euterpe' with 
additional  reproaches  from  Mr.  Tudor, 
who  told  her,  (he  ought  not  to  admit  of 
the  Earrs  vifits  any  more,  but  fpum  him 
from  her  if  flie  had  any  regard  for  her  re- 
putation, which  would  be  certainly  blaft- 
cd,  if  (he  were  to  be  fo  imprudent  as  to 
permit  him  to  continue  his  vifits.  It  is 
eafier  to  conceive  than  exprefs  Euterpi^'s 
feelings,  when  (he  found  that  her  patro- 
.  n^fs,  for  whom  (he  had  the  higheft  refpeft 
and  efteem,  was  no  ftranger  to  the  Earl's 
attachment!  She  felt  a(hamed  ajt  the 
thoughts  of  ever  appearing  again  before 
her,  and  Mr.  T.  alfo  made  her  believe 
that  the  Countefs  was  compelled  to  counte- 
nance her,  though  (he  did  not  difcover 
that  to  Lady  B.  This,  Euterpe  could 
fcarcely  believe  was  true,  as  her  Lady- 
(hip's  kind  attention  to  her  feemed  to 
flow  naturally  from  the  heart,  and  (lie  was 
unwilling  to  think  (he  was  the  caufe  of 
unhappinefs  to  another.     A  few  mornings 
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after,  the  Countefs  paid  Euterpe  a  vifit^ 
when  fhe  was  determined  to  find  out,  if 
poflSble,  whether  the  Countefs'  behaviour 
was  natural  or  forced.  The  moment  Ihe 
entered  the  room  fhe  accofted  Euterpe 
with  a  look  fo  benign,  and  with  fuch  ma- 
ternal tendernefs,  that  Euterpe  burft  into 
tear^.  "  What,  my  dear  child,  is  the  mat- 
*'  ter  ?"  faid  the  Countefs,  "  why  do  you 
«  feem  fo  affliaed  ?"  Euterpe  kiffed  her 
hand,  which  fhe  bathed  with  her  tears, 
but  could  npt  make  any  reply.  The 
Countefs  then,  tenderly  embracing  her, 
infifled  upon  her  opening  her  heart : — 
*'  Tell  me,  I  conjure  you,  Euterpe,  what 
has  happened  to  make  you  thus  uneafy  ?'* 

. "  I  cannot,  Madam^  but  you  over- 

*^  whelm  me  with  your  kindnefs." — "  Has 
*'  your  father  been  angry  with  you  ?" — 

*'  No,  Madam," "  Has  any  one  af- 

"  fronted  you  ?" "  No,  Madam,"  re- 

plied  Euterpe,  flill  weeping, "Tell 

*^  me  then,  I  intreat  you,  child,  your  dif- 
"  trefs."—  "  I  cannot,  Madam  :"  at  the 
fame  time  taking  hold  of  her  Ladyfhip's 
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hand  to  kifs, — "  Then,"  fays  the  Countefsi 

««may   I   guefs?" "No,  Madam/'* 

— "  Then,"  replied  her  Lady  fliip, « I  think 
**  I  can,  by  your  unwillingnefs  to  tell  me^ 
*^  form  a  conjefture :  it  is,  Euterpe,  my 
"  Lord  G*  that  is  the  caufe  of  your  af- 
*'  fliftion :  tell  me,  am  I  not  right  ?"  Eu- ' 
terpe  ftill  weeping,  kifled  her  Patronefs's 
hand  again,  and  remained  filent ! — *^  By 
*'  your  (ilence,  Euterpe,  and  not  denying 
"  it,  I  have  found  out  the  caufe,  but 
^^  do  not  be  alarmed  at  my  knowing  it ; 
"  only  obferve  what  I  am  going  to  fay  ; 
^^  keep  yourfelf  innocent^  my  dear  child, 
^'  above  all  things,  and  I  fhall  always  love 
"  and  efteem  you,  and  be  your  ftedfaft 
*'  friend.  You  muft  not  liften  to  all  that 
"  men  fay;  every  man,  both  married  and 
"  lingle,  is  perpetually  endeavouring  tp 
"  feduce  youth  and  innocence ;  but  I 
*'  know  you  have  good  fenfe,  and  will 

*  This  anAver  (hews  plainly  the  confiifion  of  £u« 
terpe,  who  was  fearful  that  the  Counted  fhould  find 
out  the  real  caufe  of  her  diftrefled  ftalc  of  mind. 
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**  profit  by  my  advice,  which  will  putyoti 
*'  upon  your  guard.  You  muft  laugh  at 
**  all  they  fay,  which  is  the  furcft  method  ^ 
"  to  convince  themi  that  they  have  made 
*'  no  impreffion  on  your  heart ;  for,  if 
"  once  a  man  difcovers  that  he  has  pre- 
"  poffefled  a  woman  in  his  favour,  he  will 
**  not  quit  her  till  fhe  is  completely  un* 
^  done !  Do  not  I  charge  you  unfold  to 
^  my  Lord,  Who,  I  fuppofe  you  will  fee 
**  to-day,  the  converfation  that  has  paffed 
•'  between  us ;  be  cheerful  and  gay,  and 
"  let  nothing  that  men  can  fay  in  the  leaft 
**  afFeft  you,  particularly  a  married  man  ; 
•*  I  lyill  repeat  it  again,  keep  yourfelf  in- 
"  nocent,  my  dear  child  !"  The  Coun- 
tefs  had  not  been  long  gone  before  the 
Earl  came  in;  whenEuterpe  endeavoured 
to  appear  unufually  gay,  and  fmiled  at 
all  he  faid,  which  conduft  rather  cha. 
grined  his  Lordfhip,  as  he  had  formed 
fome  hopes  of  gaining  her  affeftions, 
when  he  found  he  could,  move  her  heart 
to  pity;  but  as  he  had  no  fufpicion  of 
tl^e   converfation  which  had  paffed  be- 
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tween  his  Gountefs  and  Euterpe,  he  beg^a 
tQ  think  that  Euterpe's  unufual  indiffe- 
rence was  owing  to  fome  adyice  of  her 
friends  near  Cavendifli-fquare,  He  thea 
repeated  his  offer  of  fettling  eight  hundred 
pounds  a  year  upon  her,  added  to  a  pro- 
mife  of  marriage  when  it  (hould  be  in  his 
power;  upon  which  Euterpe,  who  was 
determined  t^  put  in  practice  the  advice 
of  the  Countefs,  only  laughed;  when  the 
angry  Eafl  got  up  very  much  difcon- 
certed,  faying,  now  I  plainly  perceive  by 
your  behaviour,  you  either  hate  jne,  or 
clfe  you  are  influenced  by  fome  body  to 
treat  me  in  this  manner,  which  is  fo  un* 
patuxai  and  fo  unlike  your  general  con- 
duct. I  flattered  myfelf  yqu  felt  fome 
tendernefs  for  me,  I  indulged  myfelf  with 
the  pleafing  hopes  of  one  day  or  other 
calling  you  mine;  but  I  fee  that  fome- 
body  has  been  endeavouring  to  deftroy 
all  my  happinefs;  for,  believe  me,  my 
deareft  girl,  all  my  happinefs  is  centered 
in  you  ;  the  Earl  then  took  his  leave,  but 
meeting  with  Euterpe's  father  in  the  ball, 
U  2  they 
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ihey  both  retired  for  hilf  an  hour  in  tlic 
parlautt  and  there  held  a  pnvure  couTtr^ 
ffttion  that  produced  ihofc  cffta*,  which 
will  appear  in  the  following  chapter* 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

&llTtfti^E's  niSTREii  Of  mikh  i.f  ceiat- 

l.Y  TteCltEASEO  AT  HER  FATMIR*!  1|9- 
SISTINC  UPON  ftER  DRE&KHao  O^^ 
WtTB  HER  fRJEKOS  NEAR  CAVEKDIfB* 
SQUARE.  rCEE  FATHBR  OUTRAGEOfJS^ 
I.Y  A^GRY  WITH  HER  TOR  DlSOREYllfG 
ntS  COMMANDS*  SHE  QUITS  HER  TA^ 
THER's  HDU&Ei  BUT  IS  COMrELLgll  T0 
BETGAH  TO  IT^  AUB  PIN  OS  A  KEW 
tOVER  WHERE  SHE  LEAST  EXnCTRO 
OMB, 

T^  UTERTE,  being  quite  perfeE  in  ibc 
-*-^  part  of  Juliil^  propofcd  to  pay  a  vifit 
lo  Corddwj  and  rch^re^  before  thai  iniV 
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mitable  aftrefs,  with  a  view  of  receiving 
forae  inftruftions.     Having  informed  her 
father  of  her  defign,  he  feemed  very  much 
pleafed,  and  afked  her  where  fhe  intended 
to  pafs  the  evening  if  Cordelia  fhonld  not 
be  at  home  ?      Euterpe   replied,  if  that 
fhould  be  the  cafe.  Sir,  I  intend  calling 
upon  Lady  Elizabeth  Tudor:  "  No,"  fays 
he,  "  I  do  not  approve  of  your  going  fo 
**  often  there,  for  I  tell  you  plainly  that 
"  your  vifits  there,  will  totally  marr  your 
*'  intereft  with  Lord  and  Lady  Guernfey, 
^^  who  do  not  like  that  family  ;  and  why 
*'  {hould  you  facrifice  your  fortune  for 
**  the  fake  of  either  Lady  Elizabeth  or 
**  Mr.  Tudor,  let  them  be  ever  fo  agreea- 
**  ble  to  you ;  is  it  worth  while,  merely 
*'  for  paffing  away  a  pleafant  hour,  now 
"  and  then,  to  give  up  the  friendlhip  of 
**  thofe  who  can  really  ferve  you  ?     Con- 
"  fidcr  your  real  intereft,  my  dear,  it  is 
^^  your  own  fault  if  you  do  not  obtain  the 
"  rank  of  an  Englifli  peerefs  :  fome  things 
**  towards  that  attainment  muft  be  waved  ! 
•*  Do  not  be  too  nice;  you  may  carry 
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**  your  delicacy  to  a  greater  length  than 
"  in  worldly  prudence  you  ought.  Peo- 
*'  pie  are  refpefted  for  the  figure  they 
**  make  in  life,  and  all  the  virtue  and  me- 
"  rit  you  can  poflcfs,  will  not  infurc  you 
^  refpeft  without  rank  and  fortune.  Your 
*•  ideas  are  much  too  romantic  for  one 
*^  who  is  to  live  in  this  world  :  if  you 
^'  mean  to  be  a  rcclufe^  that's  another  affair^ 
**  but  if  you  propofc  to  mix  in  fociety  * 
*^  you  mud  endeavour  to  gain  refpeft, 
^'  which  cannot  be  done,  I  repeat  it  once 
*^  more,  without  rank  and  fortune;  and  I 
^  have  given  you  an  education  which  will 
*'  put  you  on  a  level  with  the  firft  people : 
•^  you  will,  therefore,  be  highly  to  blame, 
*^  if  you  do  not  purfue  the  road  to  fortune 
•*  which  is  before  you :  it  is  my  advice, 
•'  therefore,  my  dear,  that  you  drop  that 
*•  conneftion,  however  painful  it  may  be 
*'  to  you."  Euterpe  was  thundcr-ftruck! 
— "  What,  Sir,"  faid  fhc,  "  am  I  proKi- 
*'  bitcd  then  to  fee  thofe  friends  whom 
^^ you  yourfelf  fo  highly  approved  of? 
"  Mull  I  give  them  up  for  no  other  rca- 
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*'  fon  but  to  oblige  the  man  who  etidea- 
"  vours  to  feduce  me  ?  It  is  true,  he  fays, 
"  his  intentions  are  to  marry  me,  but  how 
**  can  any  one  fay  if  ever  it  will  be  in  his 
"  power  ?-  for  though  the  Countefs  is 
**  older  than  him,  andjikewife  very  in- 
*'  firm,  (he  may  yet  live  longer  than  her 
*'  hufband,   and   then,    my    charader    is 

*' gone  for  ever!!" "  It  is  not  very 

^*  probable,  my  dear,"  faid  her  father, 
•*  that  what  you  furmife  will  be  the  cafe; 
"  the  Countefs  is  not  only  much  older, 
**  but  any  one  ,may  perceive,  from  her 
*•  ftate  of  health,  that  fhe  cannot  live 
"  much  longer;  and  would  you  lofe  the 
•^  chance  that  is  offered  you  of  being  a 
*^  Peerefs,  and  till  then,  a  fettlement  of 
"  eight  hundred  pounds  a  year,  wiih  the 
"  place  of  maid  of  honour  ?  and  I  will 
**  add  to  it,  two  hundred  pounds  a  year 
**  myfelf.  This,  furely,  is  worth  your 
"  fcrious  conlideration!'*  Upon  which  he 
left  the  room,  and  his  daughter  in  tears; 
but  the  fervant  coming  in  to  inform  her 
the  carriage  was  at  the  door,  fhe   went 

into 
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into  her  faiher's  apartment  to  entreat  the 
favour  of  him  to  accompany  her  to  Cor^ 
delias ;  but  he  told  her  he  had  very  par- 
ticular bufinefs  which  prevented  him,  at 
the  fame  time^  giving  her  a  kifs,  he  bid 
her  go  and  take  her  companion  with  her. 
Euterpe's  companion  having  an  acquain- 
tance in  Piccadilly,  (he  fat  her  down,  and 
promifed  to  call  upon  her  in  her  way 
home.  Being  in  the  coach  alone,  fhe  had 
time  to  refleft  on  her  father's  conduft. 
It  was  the  very  firft  time  in  her  life  (he 
ever  thought  her  father,  whom  (he  loved 
with  unbounded  affeftion,  was  cruel  and 
unjuft.  Lord  G.  in  fpite  of  his  age,  was 
but  too  agreeable  to  her,  fo  much  fo,  that 
(he  lamented  he  was  a  married  man.  But 
the  idea  of  lofing  her  fame  and  charac- 
ter  (hocked  her  to  the  foul ;  and  if  (he 
did  not  receive  his  addre(res,  (lie  (hould 
difoblige  a  parent,  whofe  ftudy  it  was  to 
make  her  happy.  With  thefe  melancholy 
reflexions  and  with  an  aching  heart,  (he 
arrived  at  the  door  of  Cordelia^  whom  (he 
found  at  home,  but  engaged  with  a  large 

party 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     153    } 

party  at  cards.  She  then  went  to  Caven- 
difh-fquare,  not  with  an  intention  to  ftay^ 
but  to  pour  forth  her  affliflion  in  the 
bofom  of  friendfhip.  The  aftonifhment 
and  indignation  with  which  Mr.  Tudor 
and  Lady  Elizabeth  heard  the  cruel  com- 
mands of  Euterpe's  father,  was  ftrongly 
painted  in  their  countenances! — They 
expreffed  their  fentiments  of  him  with  fo 
much  acrimony,  and  made  fuch  fevere 
comments  on  his  condu6l,  that  flung  her 
to  the  heart,  fhe  acknowledged  his  error, 
but  wifhed  to  find  fome  excufe  to  exte- 
nuate his  fault,  as  he  really  pofTefled  many 
.amiable  qualities;  for  he  was  a6luated  by 
vanity  alone,  being  dazzled  with  the  idea 

of  her  becoming  a  Peerefs  ! She  then 

took  her  leave,  but  not  before  Lady  Eli- 
zabeth and  Mr.  Tudor  had  infifted  upon 
her  leaving  her  father's  houfe,  if  the  ac- 
ceptance of  his  Lordfhip's  propofals  con- 
tinued to  be  carried  by  paternal  autho- 
rity :  affuring  her,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
their  houfe  was  always  open  to  receive 
and  proteft  her.  Euterpe,  after  thanking 
Vol.  I.  X  them 
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them  fot  this  additional  mark  of  their 
friendfliip,  ftepped  into  her  carriage,  cau- 
tioning her  own  fervants  not  to  mention 
her  having  been  at  Lady  Elizabeth's,  nor 
even  to  let  her  companion  know  upon 
whom  fhe  was  to  call  in  her  way  back. 
But  foon  as  flie  arrived  at  her  father's 
houfe,  the  firft  queftion  Ihe  afked  was  if  he 
was  at  home  ?  Being  anfwered  in  the  af- 
firmative, fhe  felt  deeply  diftreffed  at  the 
thoughts  of  deceiving  him;  for  whatever 
errors  might  be  laid  to  Euterpe's  charge, 
flie  was  no  ways  reproachablc  for  that  of 
duplicity !  On  her  entering  the  room, 
flie  embraced  her  father,  as  was  her  ufual « 
cuftom,  whe*i  he  afked  her  where  flie  had 
been  ?  She  told  him  at  Cordelias. —  "  and 
"no  where  elfe  ?"  faid  he—"  No,  Sir,"  flie 
replied.  He  then  left  the  room,  biit  re- 
turned again  in  a  few  minutes  with  an  al- 
teration of  countenance,  which  greatly 
alarmed  his  trembling  daughter. — "  So, 
**  my  dear,"  faid  he,  "you  not  only  dif- 
"  obey  my  pofitive  commands,  but  add 

•^  deceit  to  difobedience;  by  G this  is 

"  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    155    ) 

^'  the  laft  time  you  fliall  ever  enter  th^t 
*^  houfe  !'\  faying  which,  he  took  up 
Burn's  Tuftice,  which  he  had  been  read- 
ing,  and  threw  it  with  violence  upon  the 
fire,  then  fmafhed  to  pieces  all  theglafsand 
china  which  lay  in  his  way,  deftroyed  the 
glafs  doors  of  a  very  fine  book-cafe,  and 
was  fo  very  outrageous,  that  not  only  Eu- 
terpe but  all  the  fervants  were  terrified; 
and  even  the  footman,  who  had  treache- 
roufly  betrayed  her,  was  very  much  fright- 
ened to  fee  the  efFefts  of  his  infidelity  to 
his  miftrefs,  after  giving  a  promife  to 
conceal  from  her  father  where  (he  had 
been :  nor  would  he  have  done  it  if  ava- 
rice had  not  got  the  better  of  his  honefty, 
for  his  matter  bribed  him  with  half  a  gui- 
nea to  tell  the  truth !  The  next  morning, 
as  foon  as  her  father  was  gone  out,  (he 
took  ^n  hackney  coach  and  drove  away 
to  Lady  Elizabeth  Tudor's,  where  fhe 
was  received  with  every  mark  of  affec- 
tion ;  flie  had  not,  however,  been  there 
but  two  days,  before  her  father  came  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  attended  by  four 
X  2  of 
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of  Fielding's  men,  and  carried  her  off 
in  triumph  !  The  firft  thing  fhe  beheld, 
on  being  forced  into  the  coachj  were  two 
men  with  their  fwords  drawn!  She  could 
only  diftinguifh  their  fwords  by  the  light 
caft  upon  them  from  the  flambeaux;  ms 
their  faces  were  concealed  with  their 
handkerchiefs.  She  then  aiked  her  Father 
(being  under  the  greateft  terror  of  mind) 
whether  he  meant  to  murder  her  ?  Noj 
Madam,  faid  one  of  the  men,  we  come  a$ 
your  protestors;  and  not  as  your  mur- 
derers. As  foon  as  Ihe  was  conduQed  inid 
her  father's  houfc,  flic  fainted  away;  on 
her  recovery  fhe  found  herfelf  in  her  fa* 
ther  s  arms,  who  was  weeping  over  Ucr, 
and  a  Mr,  A — d  alfo  in  tears!  Before 
we  proceed  further,  it  may  be  Rcccflary 
to  explain  who  that  gentleman  was  ;  bi< 
perfon  was  remarkably  hand  feme,  a  good 
addrefs,  perfectly  well  bred,  and  a  man  oF 
letters,  but  what  is  of  more  importance 
with  the  world,  he  was  a  man  of  large 
fortune  :  for  feme  months  be  had  been  m 
conflant  vifitor  at  the  houfc  of  Euterpe, 
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lo  whom  he  (hewed  every  attention  and 
refpeCt,  but  never  gave  the  moft  diftant 
hint  of  that  partiality  for  her  which  it 
feemed  he  had  long  felt :  but  when  he 
found  that  (he  had  quitted  her  father's 
houfe  to  avoid  Lord  G.  his  aftoni(hmenl 
was  equal  to  the  fecret  pleafure  he  felt  in 
finding  that  her  affeftions  were  not  engag- 
ed. On  hearing  that  (he  had  taken  refuge 
at  Lady  Elizabeth  Tudor's,  he  went  to 
pay  her  a  vifit,  but  Mr.  Tudor  informed 
him,  that  Euterpe  would  not  fee  any 
company :  and  it  was  he  who  had  pre- 
vailed upon  Mr.  F.  to  fetch  his  daughter  . 
home,  whom  he  accompanied  with  ano- 
ther gentleman,  and  followed  by  Field- 
ing's people,  in  cafe  of  reliftance.  In 
what  manner  they  fucceeded,  we  have 
already  defcribed.  Mr.  A.  being  left 
alone  with  Euterpe  he,  for  the  firft  time, 
declared,  but  in  the  moft  refpe6lful 
terms,  the  impredion  fhe  had  made  on  his 
heart,  which,  he  faid,  would  long  fince 
have  been  communicated  to  her,  but  that 
he  thought  he  (hould  have  no  chance  of 
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ruccecding,  while  fiie  was  addrc0ed  by 
ihe  Earlof  G— y  ;  finding,  however,  thai 
flic  had  abfolutcly  rcfufcd  to  liden  any 
longer  to  the  Earl's  propofals,  he  flattered 
hinifelf  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  iuiprcb 
her  heart  in  his  favour,  at  the  fame  dmc 
he  confefl  that  it  was  by  Ins  advice^  her 
father  had  brought  her  back  again;  Eu- 
terpe acknowledged  that  ihe  was  truly 
fenliblc  of  the  honour  he  did  her,  and 
that  flie  always  had  felt  the  moll  pcrfcft 
etleem  for  him  as  ^Jrtcnd^  but  fhe  entreat- 
ed him  never  to  talk  to  her  on  the  fcore 
of  love^  for  flie  had  been  made  fuUicienUy 
wretched  by  liftcning  fo  long  to  a  man 
whom  fhc  fliould  have  preferred  above  all 
othcrss  if  he  had  been  finglc.  "  Then^'' 
lays  Mr.  A.  *^  you  ftill  love  him  ?"— "  No, 
**  Sir,  I  do  not  love  him,  I  fear- if  I  had,  I 
*'  (hould  not  have  had  the  courage  or 
**  prudence  lo  have  quitted  my  father's 

^^  houfc  to  avoid  him." ^*  Then,  Ma- 

**  dam,  your  affeclions  arc  totally  dtfcn- 
^*  gaged? —"  Yes,  Sir,"—"  Then  I  Barter 
^*  myfelfj  that  I  may  ftill  be  bappy !''— ^ — 


oogle 


(     ^59    ) 

"  And  is  this,  Sir,"  faid  Euterpe,  "  the 
*'  method  you  take  to  gain  my  afFeflions, 
"  by  taking  me  with  violence  out  of  the 
'^  houfe  of  my  friend,  who  was  feized  and 
*'  infamoufly  treated  by  a  pack  of  hired 
"  ruffians,  and,  for  ought  I  know  afTaflins  ? 
*'  Such  proceedings,  as  yours.  Sir,  would 
"  rather  imprefs  my  heart  with  terror  than 
"  with  love."  He  confeft  he  was  driven 
to  ufe  that  force,  as  he  defpaired  of  ever 
having  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to 
her,  as  Mr.  Tudor  had  refufcd  him  not 
only  admittance,  but  even  to  convey  a 
letter  to  her,  which  he  fuppofcd  (lie  never 
had  feen,  as  it  was  returned  unopened-,  a 
friend,  alfo,  whom  he  had  font  was  denied 
even  fpeakihg  to  her!  Euterpe's  father 
entering  the  room,  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
verfation,  when  Mr.  A.  took  his  leave,  on 
being  invited  by  Mr.  F.  to  dine  with  him 
the  next  dav. 
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*  CHAP.    XIX. 

£UT£RPE  KEPT  A  CLOSE  PKISOKEH  lit 
HER  father's  house*  SHE  IS  DETER- 
MINED TO  MAKE  HER  ESCAPE  THE 
FIRST  FAVOUEAELE        OFPORTU M IXTT 

WinCH    OFFERS    ITSELF. 


EUTERPE  was  too  much  indifpored 
to  make  her  appearance  till  the  next 
evening,  when  fhc   found  her  new  lover 
an:<ioufly  waiting  for  her-     He   repeated 
a]l  that  he  had  faid  before,  and  cndea* 
vourcd   to  move   her  heart  to  love  and 
pit)r.     She  was  not  blind  to  his  pcrfcfti- 
ons  j   for,  indeed,  he  pofTeflcd  every  qtia* 
lity  that  could  render  a  man  truly  amiable, 
but  file  could  only  eftecm  him  as  R/rUnd^ 
for  as  a  lover  the  detefted  him*    In  Frictid- 
fliip  we  are  guided  by  reason  alone^  but 
LOVE  is  too  defpotic  a  daemon  to  admit  of 
any  guide  but  its  own   caprice.      This 
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tempts  us  to  recite  Roujfeau's  feptiments  on 
the  fubjefl. 

"  Cc  n'cft  point  par  effort  qu'on  aimc, 
♦*  L'amour  eft  jaloux  de  fes  droits  * 

*'  II  ne  depend,' delui  meme; 
.    **  On  ne  Tobtient  que  par  fon  choix, 
*.*  Tout  reconn6ic  fa  loi  fupr^me, 
**  Lui  fcul  ne  conn6it  point  de  lois." 

Euterpe  was  kept  a  clofe  prifoner  for  - 
pear  three  weeks,  nor  was  (he  even  per- 
niitte4  to  go  dpwn  ftairs  without  being 
watched;  while  the  hall-door  was  con- 
ftantly  barricadoed :  Mr.  A.  whofe  com- 
pany once  gave  her  great  pleafure,  now 
became  hateful  to  her,  fhe  beheld  hinj 
only  as  a  fpy  upon  her  aftions,  and  her 
father  was  fure  he  had  her  fafe,  while  flie 
was  guarded  by  a  man  who  wanted  to 
fecure  her  for  himfelf.  Her  companion, 
however,  hinted  to  her  that  her  father 
intended  to  fend  her  with  Mr.  A.  to  Ja- 
maica, where  moft  of  that  gentleman's 
property  lay,  and  where  her  uncle  was 
then  the  A — y  G — 1 ;  not  doubting  but 
Mr.  A.  would  fo  well  plead  his  caufe, 
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during  the  voyage,  as  to  get  her  to  con- 
fent  to  their  being  married  on  their  arri- 
val  there.  Euterpe  was  frantic  with  dc- 
fpair  on  being  informed  of  this  plot  againft 
her;  Mr.  F.  who  really  loved  his  daugh- 
ter with  great  affeftion,  began  to  be 
alarmed  for  her  health,  he  therefore 
begged  of  her  to  be  more  cheerful,  and 
promifed  to  take  her  out  with  him  every 
day.  He  accordingly  took  her  to  Grim- 
fted's,  the  jeweller,  where  he  prefented 
her  with  a  very  beautiful  pair  of  pearl 
bracelets,  with  Cameo  lockets,*  of  £^o. 
value,  and  at  the  fame  time  ordered  the 
jeweller  to  (hew  her  a  very  fine  ring,  con- 
filling  of  a  large  amethyft  fet  in  a  double 
row  of  brilliants ;  but  as  much  as  (he 
loved  coftly  ornaments,  her  honour  was 
fuperior  to  her  vanity  ;  for  returning  her 
father  her  moft  grateful  thanks,  (he  begged 
leave  to  decline  the  prefents !  This  re- 
fufal  brought  tears  into  her  father's  eyes, 
and  greatly  aftonifhed  the  jeweller,  who 

faid 

♦  They  were  purchafed  hy  Lady  Vane  a  few  ^eeks 
after. 
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faid  it  was  the  firft  time  in  his  life  he  ever 
knew  a  daughter  refufe  a  valuable  prefent 
from  a  father ! — Mr.  F.  faw  plainly  by 
this  refufal,  that  his  daughter  was  deter- 
mined to  leave  him,  which  was  exaftly 
the  truth :  it  would  therefore  have  been 
ungenerous  to  have  taken  them,  when  it 
was    her    fixed    refolution  to  make  her 
efcape  the  very  firft  opportunity.    Mr.  F» 
then  fignified  his  wifh  that  Euterpe  would 
receive  company  as  ufual,  hoping  thereby 
to   divert  her  melancholy,  and   be  the 
means  of  giving  a  happy  turn  to  her  mind 
which  ^he  perceived  was  very  much  agi- 
tated.    Cards  of  invitation  were  accord- 
ingly fent  to  all   her  friends  as  ufual, 
except  Lady  Elizabeth,  and  her  ladyfliip's 
friends;  many  perfons  of  diftinftion  came 
as  ufual,  and  congratulated  her  on  her 
return  once  more  to  her  father's,  fome  of 
whom  ulked  to  her  very  ferioufly  upon 
the  fubjeft;  (he  received  their  advice  with 
humility,    but  nothing   could  alter  her 
fentiments,  (he  only  watched  for  the  fa* 
vorable  moment,  to  put  into  practice  the 
Ya  plan 
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pkh  ihe  had  laid  for  her  futufe  mode  of 
life.  With  this  intention,  fhe  invited 
fome  of  her  friends  to  dine  with  her  the 
next  day,  which  gave  infinite  pleafiite  id 
he'r  father,  and  to  Mr.  A.  her  iiav  lover,  who 
Was  affo  to  be  of  the  party.— The  hall -door 
\vas  no  longefr  barricadoed,  the  fervants 
•Were  all  occupied  in  making  the  neceflary 
preparations  for  the  occafion,  and  as  it 
Vas  likewife  a  rainy  day,  all  fufpicioh 
Vas  afleep ;  when,  concealing  her  cloak 
tinder  her  gown,  fhe  Ventured  to  fally 
forth,  and  ran  very  fall  till  fhe  found  the 
door  of  a  chandler's  fhop  Open,  in  which 
fhe  took  fhelten  No  bird  that  has  got 
loofe  from  his  cage,  ever  fluttered  with 
more  delight  than  did  the  now  happy 
Euterpe!  fhe  ordered  a  chair  to  be  called, 
(giving  the  fliopman  a  crown  for  his  trou- 
ble) and  inftantly  getting  into  it,  fhe  drew 
the  curtains  clofe,  and  bade  the  chairman 
carry  the  chair  backwards  as  if  it  was 
empty,  for  which  fhe  promifed  them  half- 
a-guinea!  No  fooner  was  fhe  arrived  at 
Lady  Elizabeth  Tudor*s,  where  fhe  was 
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ladyfhip  took  her  in  her  own  carriage  to 
Kenfington,  where  flie  was  concealed  foi^ 
fomc  time  in  a  private  lodging,  undisr 
another  name.  I^rom  that  place  ihe  jvrote^ 
to  her  father,  a  moft  refpeftful  and  af- 
feftionate  letter,  in  which  fhe,  in  the  moft 
pathetic  language,  painted  her  diftrefs  of 
Inind,  and  lamented  that  fhe  was  driven 
to  the  hard  neceffity  of  giving  fo  much 
ipain  to  a  parent  whom  Ihe.  had  fo  much 
reafdn  to  love  with  that  unbounded  af- 
feftion,  which  flie  fliould  ever  feel  for 
him  while  fhe  had  life;  fhe  expreffed  the 
mofl  grateful  acknowledgements  for  the 
education  he  had  given  her,  which  fhe 
hoped  would  procure  her  the  means  of 
future  fupport. 

Euterpe  being  foon  afler  informed  that 
there  had  appeared  an  advcrtifement  in 
the  public  papers,  flating  that  fhe  had 
eloped  a  fecond  time  from  her  father's 
houfe,  fhe  was  fearful  it  might  be  inter- 
preted in  a  nranner  detrimental  to  hex 
charafter,  flic  therefore  felt  herfelf  Under 
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the  neceffity  of  publifliing  her  reafons 
why  Ihe  was  induced  to  take  that  ftep,  in 
a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Guernfey. — The 
public  (eemed  to  intereft  themfelves  more 
than  is  ufual  in  cafes  of  domeftic  concern, 
for  there  was  fold  near  five  hundred  pam- 
phlets in  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  days. — 
Parties  were  formed  to  efpoufe  her  caufe, 
by  fome  of  the  firft  nobility,  whilft  there 
were  others  who  were  equally  inveterate 
againft  her :  among  the  latter  were  all 
thofe  who  were  the  mod  diftantly  re- 
lated to  the  noble  Earl.  The  amiable 
and  ever  to  be  refpe£led  Countefs,  and 
patronefs  of  Euterpe,  privately  expreflcd 
her  approbation  of  Euterpe's  condud, 
for  fo  Ihe  was  informed  by  the  Countefs 
of  T— e,  who  alfo  with  the  Earl  of  T— € 
her  hufband,  openly  efpoufed  her  caufe, 
and  received  her  at  their  houfe,  in  the 
moft  [friendly  manner.  The  Countefs  of 
G.  not  only  in  fecret  approved  of  the 
ftep  Euterpe  had  taken,  but  lamented 
that  it  was  no  longer  in  her  power  to 
ferve  and  proteQ  her.    This  is  a  ftrong 
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proof  that  the  good  old  Countefs  dared 
not  aft  in  any  thing  contrary  to  her  huf- 
band's  will ;  or  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that, 
after  fhe  had  declared  in  the  moft  affec- 
tionate manner,  that  fhe  would  ever  be 
the  fiedfaft  friend  of  Euterpe,  if  fhe  kept 
herfelf  innocent,  the  amiable  Countefs 
would  have  forfaken  her  becaufe  fhe 
quitted  her  father's  houfe  to  preferve  her 
innocence!  But  the  fubtle  peer,  whofc 
love  was  now  turned  to  hatred,  endea- 
voured to  poifon  the  minds  of  many 
againfl  her,  by  a  falfe  reprefentation  of 
her  conduft;  and  even  ventured  to  throw- 
out  infinuations  detrimental  to  her  ho- 
nour, as  foul  as  they  were  unjufl!  The 
Earl  however  gained  but  little  credit, 
for  what  he  had  advanced,  as  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  for  a  difappointed  lover 
to  become  a  bitter  enemy. — Euterpe  was 
now  determined  to  put  her  fcheme  in 
execution,  of  exerting  thofe  talents  for 
her  advantage  in  public,  for  which  fhe 
had  met  with  fo  much  applaufe  in  th6 
circle  of  her  friends  in  private.  With  this 
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intention,  fhe  paid  a  vifit  to  her  friend 
Mrs.  Stately,  whom  fhe  found  in  deep 
mourning,  for  the  lofs  of  tier  hufbandj^ 
and  therefore  unable  to  ferve  her,  as  (he 
law  but  little  company.  She  fcemed, 
indeed.  Very  much  {hocked  at  the  idea 
of  Euterpe's  appearing  in  public  !  She 
faid  every  thing  in  her  power  to  perfuade 
her  to  make  terms  with  her  father,  and 
return  to  his  houfe ;  but  finding  her  ar* 
guments  of  no  avail,  fhe  advifed  her  to 
go  to  th^  Countefs  of  —  to  whom  (he 
liad  already  introduced  her,  who  vifited, 
%s  Mrs.  Stately  obferved,  half  the  town, 
and  had  it  greatly  in  her  power  to  ferve 
her^,  Euterpe  then  waited  upon  the  CoHnr 
fefs  of  —  who  had  often  expreffed  great 
admiration  of  Euterpe,  and  was  received 
in  the  moft  polite  manner  by  her  ladyfhip, 
who  introduced  her  to  the  Earl  her  hus- 
band, by  whom  fhe  was  highly  compli* 
fncnted.  He  was  pleafed  to  fay,  tha^ 
ihere  were  but  very,  few  young  women 
who  would  have  had  the  prudence  and 
fortitude  to  have  refiflcd  fuch  propofals  as 
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were  ofFtred  her  by  the  Earl  of  Guernfey ; 
and,  in  the  moft  friendly  manner^  bid  her 
look  upon  their  houfe  as  her  home.*— 
Euterpe  could  not  find  words  to  exprefs 
the  grateful  feelings  of  her  heart !  She 
then  mentioned  to  them  her  intentions  of 
throwing  herfelf  on  the  public  for  her 
future  fupport.  This,  they  totally  difap- 
proved;  they  would  not  fo  much  as  liften 
to  fuch  an  idea,  faying,  that  fhe  had  no 
occafion  to  do  it,  as  they  would  receive 
her  as  if  fhe  were  a  daughter  of  their  own,. 
Tears  of  gratitude  was  all  Ihe  had  to 
return,  for  her  tongue  refufed  to  utter 
the  effufions  of  her  heart.  The  Countefs 
perceiving  Euterpe  was  preparing  to  take 
her  leave,  tenderly  embraced  her,  and 
inlifted  upon  it  that  (he  (hould  (lay  to 
dinner,  calling  her,  her  fweet  girl.  After 
dinner,  (he  returned  to  Lady  Elizabeth 
Tudor's,  where  fhe  was  then  en  familUj 
and  repeated  to  them  the  kind  and  gene« 
rous  offers  that  were  made  her  by  the  Earl 
and  Countefs  of — ,  but  declared  it  as  her 
fixed  refolution  not  to  intrude  herfelf  in 
Vol.  I.  Z  that 
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that  manner  upon  any  of  her  friends  r 
belides,  flie  did  not,  fhe  obferved,  know 
what  conftroftions  might  be  put  on  her 
condufi,  if  (he  did  not  manifcftly  make 
it  appear  to  the  world  in  what  manner  Ihe 
was  fupported!  Thefe  reafons  were  highly 
approved  by  Mr.  Tudor  and  his  lady, 
who  had  been  the  firft  to  make  her  the 
fame  generous  offer  of  their  houfe  and 
purfe;  but  they  knew  her  delicacy  too 
well  to  think  of  endeavouring  to  alter  her 
determination  of  appearing  in  public^ 
although  it  gave  them  infinite  pain. 
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CHAP,     XX. 

BUTERPE  HIRES  THE  OPERA-HOUSE  FOR 
THREE  NIGHTS,  IS  ATTENDED  BY  A 
MOST  EXCELLENT  BAND  OF  THE  FIRST 
PERFORMERS;  IS  IN  DANGER  OF  BEING 
CARRIED  OFF  BY  FIELDINC'S  PEOPLE, 
AT  THE  INSTIGATION  OF  HER  FATHER, 
WHO  THINKS  HIMSELF  DISHONOURED 
BY  HIS  daughter's  PUBLIC  APPEAR- 
ANCE.  H.  R.  H.  P.  E.  SHEWS  HER  A 
MARKED    ATTENTION. 

IT  is  in  adverfity  only  that  we  can  be 
affured  whom  are  our  real  friends  !  and 
Euterpe  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  that 
the  motives  which  had  induced  her  to  fue 
for  public  prote£iion,  had  gained  her  an 
uncommon  number.  The  public  were 
aftoniflied !  It  was  thought  almoft  incre- 
dible thatTo  young  a  girl  (hould  have  had 
the  prudence  and  even  fortitude,  to  have 
withftood  fo  many  temptations  which  had 
been  prefented  to  her  view.  If  ever  vir- 
tue. 
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tue  and  innocence  claimed  prote£lion, 
furely  this  was  the  time,  the  public  thought 
fo,  and  gave  the  moft  convincing  proofs 
that  they  approved  her  conduQ,  by  their 
readinefs  to  ferve  her.  As  foon  as  flie 
had  fixed  upon  her  future  plan,  flie  again 
waited  upon  the  Countefs  of — ,  who  ftill 
continued  to  difapprove  of  her  fcheme 
of  appearing  in  public;  but,  faid  her 
Ladylhip,  if  you  are  really  determined, 
Euterpe,  I  will  aflift  you  to  the  utmofl  of 
my  power;  therefore  tell  me  in  what 
manner  you  intend  to  proceed  ? — "  My 
*'  plan,  Madam,  replied  Euterpe,  is  to 
**  hire  the  little  Opera  houfe  for  three 
*'  nights  only,  and  a  band  of  the  very 
<*  beft  muficians  in  town,  when  I  will  per- 
"  form  myfelf  upon  four  diflFcrcnt  inftru- 
**  ments,  and  fing  fomc  Englifh  and  Italian 
*'  airs ;  but  I  do  not  intend  to  have  any 
**  vocal  performer. — I  am  advifed  to  have 
•'  no  Ticket  under  half-a-guinea,  which 
*'  will  of  courfe  conduft  thofe  who  honour 
*^  me  with  their  prefence,  to  any  part  of 
"  the  houfe,  as  gallery  and  boxes  will  be 
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*^  put  at  equal  price,  for  which  reafon  I 
*'  have  ordered  a  thoufand  Tickets  to  be 
^^  printed." — "  Well  done,  Taid  her  Lady- 
f'  fliip,  why  Euterpe,  you  intend  then  to 
"  make  a  fortune  in  three  nights,  that  is 
**  finging  to  fome  tune  by  G — !"  Her 
Ladyfhip's  coarfe  wit  was  but  ill  reliflied 
by  Euterpe,  yet  flie  could  not  but  feel 
the  utmofl  gratitude  for  the  intereft  fhe 
took  in  her  welfare.  As  foon  as  the 
Tickets  were  ready,  the  Countefs  took 
Euterpe  with  her  to  make  a  round  of 
viCts,  when  fhe  introduced  her  under  the 
title  of  her  little  beggar-,  the  confequence 
was,  Euterpe  fold  her  tickets  well,  for 
fhe  feldom  had  lefs  than  five  guineas,  and 
oftener  twenty,  for  a  fmgle  ticket!  at  the 
Vifcountefs  F's.  Lord  B— -h  gave  her  twen- 
ty guineas  for  aTicket;  and  Lady  F.  and 
her  Lord,  twenty  more,  fo  that  fhe  had 
forty  guineas  given  her  on  a  firft  morn- 
ings vifit!  which  made  the  Countefs  of  — 
fay,  that  Euterpe  played  ^ifure  game,  and 
wifhed  fhe  herfelf  could  play  her  cards 
half  fo  well ;.  at   the   end  of  the   three 
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nights  performance,  flic  was  a  gainer  o! 
fifteen   hundred   pounds.      But   the   firfl 
night  of   her  appearance   was    the  moh 
dreadful  to  Euterpe  {he  had  ever  known; 
it  feemed  to  her  like  going  to  an  execu- 
tion, and  fhe  was  very  near  fainting  away 
twice;  and  to  add  to  her  terror  of  mind^ 
foinc  one  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  inforiB 
her  that  Fielding*s  people  were  endeavour" 
ing  to  enter  the  houfe  to  put   a   ftop,  by 
her  father's  inteifercnce,  to  her  perfor- 
mance.    The  agitation  of  her  mind  wai 
fo  great,  that  her  friends  began  lO  be  fc- 
Tioufiy  alarmed  for  her.     Fielding's  mcoj 
however,  were  foon  difpcrfed,  upon  Lord 
T,  who  was   an   officer  of  the   guar«i% 
ihrcatcuing  to  fend  for  a  party  ^f  foldicrii 
if  they  offered  to  dillurh  the    houfe,  ia 
which  was  one  of  the  Royal  Family^  ^^ 
many  perfons  of  the  hrfl  rank,    Pf  inceE- 
who  WRS  fo  very  attentive  and  ipolittr  W 
Euterpe  as  to  be  one  of  her  audimtsi 
thou;;jh  lilt!  K*  went  that  nif^ht  to  vhc  co- 
medy.    His  Royal  Hi^hncb  took  infioil* 
pains  to  {hew  Euterpe  he  wai  not  oflcnd** 
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at  her  refuGng  to  go  to  Mrs.  J.'s,  and  after 
doing  her  the  high  honour  of  taking  a 
cup  of  tea  with  her  in  the  green-room, 
he  had  the  goodnefs  to  hand  her  down  to 
the  entrance  door  of  the  ftage,  on  which 
fhe  took  her  feat,  when  fhe  was  received 
withburfts  of  applaufe,  and  with  all  that 
tender  indulgence  which  a  generous  pub-» 
lie  is  ever  ready  to  fhew  the  humble  fuitor 
for  its  patronage  and  proteSion. 

Euterpe  was  become  fo  great  a  favt)ur-r 
ite  with  the  Countefs  of —  that  fhe  was 
always  one  of  her  Ladyfliip's  party.  But 
though  Euterpe  felt  the  utmoft  gratitude 
for  the  many  marks  of  favour  with  which 
fee  honoured  her,  yet,  Ihe  never  was  per- 
feftly  cafy  in  her  Ladyfliip's  company ; 
as  her  converfation  was  often  of  the 
groffeft  kind,  and  that  in  the  prefence  of 
her  own  footmen !  It  is  ftrange  to  think 
that  any  woman  of  fafliion  and  education 
feould  fo  debafe  themfelves  as  to  utter 
fuch  cxpreffions  as  one  would  fcarce  ima- 
gine could  come  from  the  mouth  of  a 
female,  above  the  degree  of  a  foldier's 
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trull  f  But  to  fuch  odious  lengths  did  her 
Ladyfliip  carry  this  ftyle  of  converfa- 
lion,  that  fhe  would  fometimes  launch 
fuch  filthy  expreffions  as  decency  forbids 
us  to  repeat !  As  the  following  anecdote 
is  rather  laughable,  we  cannot  refrain  from 
giving  it  as  a  little  fpecimen  of  that  fami- 
liarity which  fubfifted  betwixt  herfelf  and 
her  fervant.  Her  Ladyfhip  having  rung 
the  bell,  (he  ordered  the  footman  to  tell 
Bridget  (who  was  her  waiting  woman)  to 
come  to  her;  but  as  Bridget  did  not  ap- 
pear, the  bell  was  rung  a  fecond  time, 
when  the  footman  was  afked  why  Bridget 
did  not  come?  The  man  replied  that^^ 
would  not  come  ! — '*  Tell  me,  Tom,"  faid  the 
Countefs,  "  I  inCft  upon  it)  what  did  flic 
"  fay  ?" — "  She  faid,  my  Lady,  flie  would 
*'  not  come. —  *'  Then,"  faid  her  Lady- 
fliip,  "  go  tell  the  b—h  flic  Jhall  come." 
The  fervant  returned  and  told  his  Lady, 
that  Mrs.  Bridget  perfifted  in  it,  that  flic 
would  not  come !  "  What  did  flie  fay, 
"  Tom,  tell  me  exaaiy  ?"— "  Why, my  la- 
",dy,"(hereTom  paufed,  and  fcratchinghis 
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head  endeavoured  to  retire,  but  his  Lady 
infifted  upon  it,  that  he  fliould  fpeak  out^) 
"  why  then,  my  Lady,  fince  you  will  have 
"  it,  (lie  faid,  go  tell  the  B— h,  your  mif- 
**  trefs,  /  will  not  come  //"     Her  Ladyfhip 
only  laughed  heartily  at  the  faucinefs  of 
her  pert  Abigal ! !     We  are  very  forry  to 
obferve,  that  this  is  not  a  lingular  inftance 
of  the  aftoniOiing  depravity  and  want  of 
delicacy  in  fome  ladies  of  very  high  rank ; 
three  ladies  of  quality  who  ufed  frequently 
to  vifit  Lady  —  feemed  to  take  a  peculi- 
ar pleafure  in  talking  obfctnely  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Euterpe,  taking  delight  at  behold- 
ing her  cohfufion,  and  then  fetting  up  a 
horfe-laugh !      We   know   another   lady, 
lately  dead,  of  very  high  birth,  that  ufed 
not  only  to  talk,  but  ^  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  fliock  even  men^  who  were  eye-witnefs 
to  th2it Jranchife  with  which  her  Ladyfhip 
would  often  indulge  herfelf  before  com- 
pany while  they  were  fitting  round  the 
table  after  dinner  or  fuppen     An  amiable 
woman   who  is  ftill   alive,  and  was  this 
Lady's  confident,  venturing  fometimes  to 
Vol,  L  a  a  reprove 
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reprove  her  l*adyfhip  for  talking  and 
ading  with  fo  little  decorum,  before  her 
elegant  and  lovely  daughters,  flie  only 
laughed  and  bid  her  hold  her  nonfenfe ! 
What  an  example  to  four  or  five  innocent 
young  girls !  What  do  fuch  mothers  de- 
ferve !  We  have  feen  this  very  woman 
come  in  to  breakfaft,  in  the  prefence  of 
two  or  three  men  fervants,  with  nothing 
on  but  her  (hift  and  under-coat,  and  only 
a  very  narrow  tucker  to  cover  one  of  the 
largeft  bofoms  we  ever  faw !  We  give 
this  as  one  inftance,  that  a  woman,  as  we 
have  mentioned  iii  a  former  chapter,  may 
be  chafie  who  is  not  viritum!  for  no  one 
ever  fo  much  as  whifpered  that  fhe  was 
ever  guilty  of  infidelity  to  her  hufband, 
yet  fhe  was  loft  to  modefiy  and  every 
fentiment  of  delicacy*. 


CHAP. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     ^79    ) 


CHAP.     XXI. 

SEHIOUS  REFLECTIONS.  STORY  OF  A 
YOUNG  TYGER  DEVOURING  A  BOY. 
THE  FIRST  INSTITUTION  OF  NOBILITY 
IN  ORDER  TO  PROMOTE  VIRTUE.  THE 
REAL  ORIGIN  OF  THE  NOBLE  ORDEB. 
OF    THE    GARTER, 

THE  preceding  anecdotes  would  al- 
mo(l  perfuade  one  to  conclude,  that 
EDUCATION,  however  it  may  influence  the 
manners  and  give  that  graceful  polifli  to 
the  exterior,  which  is  fo  irrefiftably  cap- 
tivating,  that  it  deals  on  the  heart  before 
we  have  time  to  guard  ourfelves  againft 
the  beautiful  deception,  feems  but  little 
able  to  alter  the  real  nature  and  difpofi- 
tion  with  which  we  are  born  !  From  va- 
rious inftances,  we  may  venture  to  form 
an  opinion,  que  Vhomme  ejl  ne  comme  il  ejl^ 
and  that  education  is  as  neceffary  to  con- 
ceal the  natural  defe£ls  of  the  mind,  as 
Aa  2  cloathing 
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cloathing  is  to  hide  perfonal  deformity. 
To  fupport  our  hypothefis,  we  fhall  quote 
a  celebrated  author,  who  thu^  expreffes 
himfelf  on  this  fubjeft! 

**  Lfc  pcuple  fe  montrc  tcl  qn'il  eft,  n'cft  pas  aimable; 
"  Mais  il  faut  bien  que  Ics  gens  du  monde  fe  degui- 

"  fcnt, 
*^  S*i)s  fe  montroient  tels  qu'ils  font,  ils  feroient  hor- 

**  rcur." 

Rcafon  and  philofophy  may,  it  is  truci 
influence  our  aftions,  but  our  inruUc  dif- 
pofition  will  always  remain  fuch  as  we  im- 
bibed with  our  primitive  exiftence.  The 
mental  faculties  may  certainly  be  im- 
proved by  art  and  ftudy,  but  the  hearty  the 
feat  of  every  paflipn,  feems  totally  de- 
pendent on  itfelf,  even  reason  is  obliged 
too  often  to  fubmit  to  its  decrees.  The 
heart  thus  pofleffing  fuch  ftrong  and  natu- 
ral powers,  quits  not  eafily  its  own  prera- 
gative,  and  is  never  totally  fubdued  either 
in  the  caufe  of  virtue  or  vice  without  fome 
difficulty.  But  we  know  a  dignified  cha- 
raQer  of  a  fuperior  worth,  whofe  head  and 
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heart  does  the  higheft  honour  to  humanity, 
who  differed  widely  from  us  with  refpeft 
to  the  above  hypothefis,  it  being  his  opi- 
nion, which  feems  to  coincide  with  locke, 
that  every  man  is  bom  immaculate,  or 
with  a  mind  equally  difpofed  to  reqjive 
either  good  or  bad  impreffions,  and  that 
it  is  bad  education  and  examples  that  is 
folely  the  reafon  of  his  falling  into  thofe 
vicious  habits  which  muft  of  courfe  tend 
to  contaminate  his  mind :  if  fo,  how  then 
is  it  to  be  accounted  for,  that  two  chil- 
dren born  of  the  fame  parents,  brought 
up  together,  educated  in  the  fame  manner, 
both  having  the  fame  advantages  of  ex- 
ample and  precepts  fliould  fo  widely  differ 
as  to  form  a  perfeft  contraft  to  each  other 
as  to  temper,  difpofition,  tafte,  iiianners, 
&c.?  Does  not  this  favour  cur  hypo- 
thefis  ?  Have  we  not  feen  thofe  who  have 
been  brought  up  in  the  mod  virtuous 
manner,  turn  out  infamoudy  bad,  whilft 
Others  who  have  been  early  trained  in  ha- 
bits of  intimacy  with  perfons  whofe  morals 
were  corrupt,  and  whofe  examples  were 
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dangerous  to  innocence,  efcape  Wnconta* 
minated?  What  other  reafon  then  can 
be  afligned,  but  in  both  cafes  the  fuitural 
difpofition  was  not  to  be  changed  ?  A  lyon 
or  tyger  is  to  be  tamed^  but  its  fierce  difpo- 
fition can  never  be  altered,  nor  can  any 
thing  fave  its  mafter,  friend,  and  benefac- 
tor, from  its  voracious  appetite  when  oncp 
it  has  tafud  of  his  blood !  As  a  mod  me- 
lancholy inftance  of  the  natural  propen- 
fity  of  thefe  animals  to  third  after  human 
blood,  we  will  relate  the  following  well- 
Icnown  faS,  which  happened  fome  years 
?igo  on  board  the  fhip  which  was  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Medley.  One  of 
the  officers  had  brought  up  a  young  tyger 
to  be  fo  tame  that  it  went  about  the  fhip 
fit  full  liberty ;  was  careffed  and  played 
with  by  all  the  lhip'$  crew,  without  any 
^ne  having  the  leaft  idea  of  danger,  and 
it  even  fuffered  the  children  to  get  upon 
its  back;  but  behold,  a  little  negro  boy 
belonging  to  the  captain, who  ufed  to  feed 
it,  and  let  it  lie  on  the  bed  with  him,  hap- 
pened, by  fome  accident,  to  fcratch   hjs 
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hand,  and  while  he  was  playing  with  the 
creature,  it  happened  in  y^n^/Z^  licking  his 
hand,  to  tafte  his  blood,  and  immediately 
devoured  him!  and  before  the  perfoA 
who  was  witnefs  to  this  dreadful  accident 
could  go  and  alarm  any  one  in  the  fliip^ 
there  was  nothing  left  of  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate negro  but  his  head,  with  which  the 
animal  was  amuGng  itfelf,  in  fight  of  the 
aftoniflied  and  terrified  fpeftators !  Thus 
it  is  with  the  human  fpecies,  where  natural 
propenfities  will  fooner  or  later  betray 
themfelves.  Reafon  may  teach  a  man  to 
govern  or  even  to  conceal  it,  but  his  na- 
ture and  innate  inclinations  will  continue 
the  fame,  though  they  may  only  difcover 
them  perhaps,  when  he  from  paffion  is  off 
his  guard,  or  is  intoxicated  with  drink ; 
which,  no  doubt,  has  given  rife  to  a  well 
known  proverb,  ^^  that  a  man  is  bed 
*'  known  in  his  cups."  It  might  be  na- 
turally concluded  from  the  foregoing  fpe- 
cimens  of  certain  noble  perfonages,  that 
people  of  high  rank  are  infinitely  worfe 
than  thofe  of  inferior   ftations;  but  we 
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do  not  wi(h  to  infinuate  fuch  an  idea,  as 
natural  difpofition,  and  propenfities  to 
either  virtue  or  vice,  have  nothing  to  do 
with  either  high  or  low  birth  :  one  might 
as  well  imagine  that  it  was  in  the  power  of 
a  ftar  and  ribband  to  metamorphofe  a 
fcrub  into  a  man  of  worth  and  honour; 
no,  nature  has  dealt  the  fame  with  them  as 
with  others,  for  god  has  made  no  kind  of 
difference  as  to  our  entrance  into  the  world 
or  our  exit  out  of  it,  as  all  mankind  are 
made  of  the  fame  materials,  and  are 
equally  fubjeft  to  death  and  the  grave* 
But  perfons  of  high  rank  being  accuftom* 
ed  to  flattery  and  adulation,  as  well  as  to 
be  approached  with  the  moil  refpeftful 
awe  by  a  train  of  dependants  and  interefted 
fycophants;  they  really  begin  to  think 
themfelves  fometimes  of  a  fuperior  cafl  to 
the  reft  of  their  fellow  creatures!  (we 
fpeak  only  of  thofe  nobles,  who  poflefs  but 
a  weak  underftanding)  for  the  more  deficient 
a  human  creature  is  in  his  intelle6ts,  the 
more  arrogant  and  felf -conceited  he 
grows;  being  puSed  up  with  felf  impor- 
tance. 
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tance,  and  forgetful  that,  however  high 
in  honours,  titles  and  fortune  they  may 
be,  the  day  cannot  be  far  off,  when  no 
eye  will  be  able  to  difcover  the  moul- 
dring  body  of  a  Prince  from  that  of  his 
menial  fervant !  Such,  therefore,  do  not 
think  it  at  all  incumbent  on  them  to  take 
any  pains  to  conceal  thofe  inclinations  and 
propenfities  to  vice  and  folly  which  more 
fervile  and  vulgar  minds  would  blufh  to 
difcover,  hut  fuck  perfonages  ought  to  be 
reminded  of  one  truth,  which  they  cannot 
be  ignorant  of,  however  unwilling  they 
may  be  to  own  it ;  that  the  only  fuperi* 
ority  that  one  individual  can  have  over 
another,  confifts  in  fuperior  talents, 
SENSE  and  virtue  !  Thefe  are  the  rich 
gifts  that  man  has  received  from  his  Crea- 
tor:  while  titles,  birth  and  fortune,  are  the 
offspring  of  chance,  induftry  or  policy  ; 
and  add  nothing  to  the  irUrinfic  value  of 
a  man.  True  nobility  confifts  in  endcja- 
vouring,  by  example  and  precept,  to  ex- 
tenuate VICE  and  promote  virtue;  to 
be  above'doing  a  bafe  and  diflionourable 
Vol.  I.  Bb  aftion; 
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aftion ;  to  alleviate  the  forrows  of  fiich  o( 
their  fellow  creatures  whom  fortune  has 
not  befriended,  and  to  ftretch  out  the 
htod  of  benevolenpe,  and  liberally  re- 
ward  indigent  merit  whetever.it  be  found. 
Such  a  SUPERIORITY  is  the  true  genuine 
ftamp  of  real  nobility,  which  equally  dif- 
dains  prodigality  and  avarice;  denies 
from  its  prefence  the  infamous  panders 
of  debauchery  anddiflipation;  and  while 
it  maintains  the  dignity  belonging  to  its 
charader,  does  not  ihfult  poverty  with 
the  gaudy  fplendour  of  ufelefs  ofteniation. 
It  is  not  to  be  difputed,  that  every  man's 
real  worth  is  centered  within  himfelf ;  he 
neither  can  receive  additional  luftre  from 
external  ornaments,^  titles  and  riches,  or 
lofe  his  inirinfic  value  by  rags  and  poverty; 
but  in  the  eye  of  the  ignorant  multitude, 
who  are  too  apt  to  fufFfer  their  minds  to 
be  biafled  by  the  outward  and  generally 
falfc  appearances  of  things,  and  who  da 
not  confider,  that  to  fee  things  as  they 
appear^  and  as  they  really  are^  require  very 
different  optics !     To  form  our  judgment 
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of  4  man's  interior  worth  froro,  and  to 
refpe£l  and  efteem  him  for,  his  exterior 
appearance,  is  juft  as  abfurd  as  if  we  were 
to  take  a  liking  and  attach  ourfelves  to 
the  fellow  who  grinds  the  organ  about  the 
ftreets,  bec^ufe  our  ears  are  delighted  with 
the  inelodious  founds  which  he  produces 
from  its  exquifite  mechanifm !  But  no- 
thing is  more  true  than  what  we  are  going 
to  obXerve,  which  is, — we  fuffer  our  judg- 
ment to  be  too  often  biafled  and,  by  that 
means,  impofed  upon,  by  thofe  objefts 
which,  at  the  firft  glance,  ftrike  the  min4 
with  veneration  and  awe,  but,  upon  a 
nearer  view  lofe  their^M^^^(2  value,  whei> 
tfieir  intrinfic  merits  are  minutely  examin- 
ed. Such  influence  have  great  names 
over  the  n^inds  of  the  yulgar,  that  they 
cannot  quickly  forego  the  notion  that 
greatnefs  of  foul  and  every  virtue  that 
can  adorn  humanity  are  annexed  to  them* 
It  is  therefore  neceffary  for  the  benefit  of 
individuals,  occafienally  to  draw  a(ide 
the  veil,  and  difcover  to  the  infatuated 
fpeftators  the  real  features,  fuch  as  nature 
B  b  2  formed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    i»8    ) 

formed  them;  without  the  aid  of  thofc 
arts  which  are  meant  to  allure,  to  cap- 
tivate and  impofe  on  the  underftanding  ? 
The  ill  confequences  which  arife  from 
fuch  deceptions  are  oftentimes  moft  fe- 
verely  felt  by  the  credulous  and  undif- 
cerning  part  of  mankind,  who  are  unac- 
quainted with  the  true  charafters  of  thofe 
to  whom  they  have  been  accuftomed  to 
look  up  with  reverence,  having  had  no 
other  means  by  which  they  could  form 
their  opinions,  but  from  the  pttbHc  condlift 
of  fuch  perfons,  either  in  the  fenate,  the 
drawing  room,  in  courts  of  juftice,  or 
even  in  the  pulpit.  They  are  well  aware, 
who  are  feen  in  fuch  fituations,  that  every 
eye  is  fixed  upon  them,  and  that  they  are 
critically  obferved.  They  are,  therefore, 
upon  their  guard,  on  thefe  occafions,  and 
ftudious  how  to  gain  popular  applaufe! 
It  is  not  then  in  fuch  fituations  that  the 
true  difpofition  of  a  man  can  be  thorough- 
ly known,  it  muft  be  in  private  life,  when 
retired  among  his  moft  intimate  friends, 
where  it  is  probable  he  may  throw  afideall 
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diffimulation ;  .  but  more  particularly 
among  his  dependants,  and  thofe  who 
fear  his  frowns,  or  have  favours  to  aft, 
that  we  can  be  able  to  form  a  true  judg- 
ment of  what  he  realfy  is !  But  let  it  not 
be  thought  hy  the  above  remarks  that  we 
mean  to  intimate  that  there  are  not  an  in- 
finite number  of  noble  perfonages  whofe 
virtues  do  honour  to  their  exalted  fta- 
tions,  and  who  keep  up  the  true  dignity 
of  NOBILITY,  by  implicitly  adhering  to 
thofe  principles  which  can  alone  entitle 
them  to  the  rank  they  hold !  For  the  in- 
ftitution  of  nobility,  no  doubt,  was  origi- 
nally defigned  as  an  encouragement  to 
VIRTUE,  to  reward  great  talents  and 
VALOUR  IN  war!  To  dijlinguijli  fuch 
who  were  thus  (ignalized  by  nature,  it  was 
thought  neceflary  to  grant  them  titles; 
aqd  as  a  further  mark  of  public  approbati* 
on,  badges  of  di(lin£iibn  were  intisnded  as 
a  vifible  mark  of  the  good  qualities  they 
pofleffed,  which  nught  appear  confpicu- 
ous  to  the  furrounding  multitude,  who 
were  thus  taught  to  di{\ingui(h,  among 
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their  brethren,  the  truly  good  and  great; 
and  likewife  to  convince  them  that  it  was 
MERIT  alone,  which  can  give  real  diftinc- 
tion.  Hence  arofe  thofe  pcrfonal  badges 
of  merit,  which  every  nation  of  Europe 
has  adopted:  among  the  firft  in  eftimatioa 
at  this  day,  is  the  Order  qf  the  Garter  I 
High  birth  was  not  then  the  principal  qua- 
lification to  attain  that  diflinflion.  Such 
an  exaltation  was  conferred  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuperior  worth :  at  the  fame 
time  there  is  no  reafon,  in  faQ,  why  the 
children  of  fuch  men  ftiould  be  entitled 
to  the  fame  mark  of  diftinQion,  unlefs 
they  poffefTed  all  thofe  virtues  and  talents 
for  which  their  parents  were  fo  juftly  cha- 
raflerized:  but  to  behold  a  man  with  4 
fymbol  of  honour  at  his  breaft,  who  has 
not  perhaps  one  of  thofe  intrinfic  good 
qualities  for  which  his  anceftors  becan^e 
ennobled,  is  really  a  ridicule  and  a  de- 
gradation of  nobility ;  and,  of  courfe,  is 
the  true  caufe  that  the  veneration  and  re- 
fpeft  it  was  wont  to  infpirc,  is  daily  di- 
minifhing  throughout  the  globe !  nay,  is 
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the  real  caufe,  we  will  venture  to  affirm^ 
why  the  minds  of  men  in  different  nations 
have  been  filled  with  the  republican  prin- 
ciples! for  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt, 
if  the  nobles  had  never  deviated  from 
principled  of  true  honour,  and  had  not 
hegledcd  thofe  qualifications  which  alone 
can  conftituter^fl/  greatness,  they  would 
of  courfe  have  been  regarded  as  models  to 
the  refl  of  mankind!  But  when,  even 
men  of  mean  underflandings,  perceive 
(not  to  mention  thofe  of  difcernment  and 
merit,  to  whom  itmuft  be  a  bitter  reflec- 
tion) that  the  very  perfons  to  whom  they 
are  compelled,  through  cuftom  and  fa- 
fhion,  to  beiid  and  humble  themfelves, 
are  on  an  equal  add  oftentimes  inferior 
footing  with  r^fpe£t  to  natural  endow- 
ments, it  muft,  of  courie,  fenfibly  hurt 
their  feelings,  and  create  that  diffatisfac- 
tion  in  their  hearts  towards  a  clafs  of 
people  who  ought  to  infpire  the  lower 
orders  of  men  with  veneration  and  re- 
fpeft?  But  let  them  who  wear  the  star 
be    not    unmindful  that  it    is     (among 
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hieroglyphics)  an  emblem  of  prudence, 
the  rule  of  all  virtues!  Therefore,  if 
any  man  wears  that  badge  of  honour  who 
does  not  poffefs  virtue,  he  is  guilty  of  as 
palpable  a  falfehood  as  a  profligate  liber- 
tine would  be  if  he  were  by  way  of  de- 
ception, to  put  on  the  facred  garments  of 
a  divine!  The  garter,  which  is  the 
honourable  badge  of  diftinftion,  which 
accompanies  that  of  the  star,  the  infti- 
tution  of  which  does  not,  as  it  is  vulgarly 
imagined  proceed  from  fo  trivial  a  ground 
as  a  Lady's  Garter,  was  "  Inftituted  by 
Edward  the  Third,  from  having  given  his 
garter  as  a  fignal  to  a  very  fortunate  battle; 
he  therefore  incorporated  a  feleft  number 
into  a  fraternity  in  the  year  1350,  who 
being  honoured  by  this  mark  of  diftinc- 
uon,  they  were  called  Knights  of  the 
Garter,  and  by  this  garter  they  are  fym- 
bolically  put  in  mind  to  a6i  by  the  maxims 

of  GOOD  FAITH,  SINCERITY,  and  RELI- 
GION, not  to  violate  the  engagements  of 

FRIENDSHIP,  the  law  of  ARMS,  the  PRI- 
VILEGES of  PEACE,  or  to  do  any  thing 
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•*  contrary  to  articles  of  probity,  fito* 
*'  NouR  and  justice,"  fo  that  it  is  cleat 
that  thefe  marks  of  diftin6tion  were  ori- 
ginally given  with  an  intention  to  prp'^ 
mote  the  caufe  of  virtue,  and  of  courfe 
to  difcourage  vice  !  To  boaft,  therefore, 
of  high  birth  is  a  folly,  unlefs  it  be  ac- 
companied by  the  above  appendages,  and 
then,  indeed,  it  well  deferves  that  homage 
which  the  nobles  themfelves  are  fo  anxi- 
ous to  obtain  ! 

**  There  are  (fays  that  very  elegant 
*^  writer,  Madame  de  Lambert)  many  forts 
*^  of  greatnefs,  which  demand  as  many 
^^  kinds  of  homage;  that  which  is  real 
^^  and  perfonal  ought  to  be  held  in  th^ 
*^jf^  eftimation.  To  thofe  who  arc 
^^  elevated,  and  hold  places  of  dignity 
"  and  honour,  great  refpeft  is  certainly 
«*  due,  but  then  it  is  exterior  refpeft 
"  only.  Sentiment  and  merit  require 
**  both  efteem  as  well  as  refpeft.  But 
^^  when  virtue,  talents,  fortune  and  ho« 
^^  nours  have  exalted  a  man,  his  in(lu<r 
^  encc  becomes  doubly  great ;  therefore 
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<^  the  refped,  efteem  and  fubmifllon,  due 
*^  to  him,  ought  to  be  in  proportion.** 

Among  thefe  lad  mentioned,  Britain 
Cjin  happily  boaftof  aSPENC£R,a  Moira, 
a  Harrington,  and  a  Belgrave,  who 
we  will  venture  to  pronounce,  pofiefs 
every  excellence  that  can  do  honour  td 
MOBiLiTT|  and|  above  all|  to  humah 
nature!, 


CHAP.    XXII. 

EUTERPE  REFUSES  TO  ACCEPT  OF  AN  IN- 
VITATION FROM  LADY  SWINOLKTON: 
A  SKETCH  OP  THAT  LADY's  CHARAC- 
TER. 

TC*UTERPE  having  po  cured  by  her 
-*^  mulical  talents  and  the  generofity  of 
her  friends,  that  fufficiency  which  would 
enable  her  to  purfue  her  favorite  fchemc 
of  retiring  into  the  country,  was  making 
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the  neceflary  preparations  for  her  quit- 
ting town,  when  fhe  received  an  invitation 
from  the  Countefs  of  —  to  take  up  her 
future  abode  with  her  Ladyfliip.  As  Eu- 
terpe was  now  poffefled  of  a  fmall  indepen- 
dency, (he  no  longer  felt  her  former  aver- 
fion  to  accepting  her  Ladyfliip's  offer,  as 
her  pride  would  not  be  wounded  by  the 
idea  of  being  upon  the  footing  of  a  depen* 
dant;  in  which  charafter  (he  might  have 
been  regarded,  if  (he  had  been  without  the 
competence  (he  now  poflTeflTed.  But  aa 
(he  would  now  be  received  as  a  vifitor 
who  rather  conferred  a  favour  than  re- 
ceived one  (as  her  fociety  had  been  much 
fought  after  in  the  very  firft  circles  on  ac- 
count of  her  mufical  talents)  it  was  a 
temptation  (he  did  not  fetl  inclined  to 
refift,  though  (he  did  not  altogether  ap- 
prove of  her  Lady(hip's  manners  and 
converfation.  Having  previoufly  pro- 
mifed  her  friend,  Lady  Elizabeth  Tudor, 
to  accompany  her  to  Felix  Hall,  (he  felt 
herfelf  under  an  obligation  to  keep  her 
promife,  particularly,  as  (he  had  made  an 
C  c  2  oflFer 
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offer  of  ftanding  god-mother  to  the  child 
of  which  her  friend  was  then  pregnant,  and 
as  that  event  was  expcfted  to  take  place 
about  the  middle  of  the  fummer,  Ihe  pro- 
pofed  to  go  in  the  autumn  to  the  Countefs 
of — ,  but  an  old  friend  of  Euterpe's  abfo- 
lutely  fet  his  face  againft  it,  well  know- 
ing,  he  faid,  the  Countefs's  habUsj  which 
he  obferved  to  Mr.  Tudor,  could  not  be 
very  advantageous  to  the  cbarafler  of  any 
young  girl,  who  fhould  be  unfortunately 
fixed  upon  as  a  favourite;  for  the  long 
reigning  favourite  who  was  upon  the  brink 
of  lofing  her  influence  had  been  fcouted 
by  the  men  for  fome  years !  But  Eu- 
terpe's friends  found  it  a  very  difficult 
matter  to  convince  her  that  flie  could  be 
in  the  leaft  d^/iger  of  being  JligrruUifed  by 
throwing  herfelf  under  the  patronage  of 
a  lady  of  fuch  high  rank  and  fituation; 
being  then  too  ignorant  of  the  wiles  daily 
pra£lifed  in  the  world  to  have  the  fmalleft 
idea  that  it  was  poffible  to  be  ruined  (for 
fo  her  friends  termed  it)  by  a  woman,  and 
particularly  a  woman  too   of  fuch   high 
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quality  :  nor  could  flic  be  made  to  com- 
prehend all  they  alledgcd  againfl  her  La- 
dy (hip,  whofe  only  fault  fhe  thought  was 
the  expreffing  herfelf  with  too  indecent  a 
freedom ;  which  however  indecorous  and 
difguftfal,  yet  fhe  could  not  conceive  it 
could  (as  had  been  injinuaicd)  be  the  caufc 
of  injuring  her  reputation  :  at  all  events* 
ftie  thought  if  it  was  deemed  improper  to 
live  altogether  with  her  Lady[hip,  that 
there  could  be  no  reafon  why  llic  fhould 
be  guilty  of  fo  much  in^^ratitude  as  Iq 
leave  town,  without  taking  leave  of  Lady 
■  She    accordingly    went  and  was 

received  with  great  aficflion  byher^who 
with  the  Earl  invited  Euterpe  to  go  with 

them  to  their  feat  at >.     But  when 

Euterpe  informed  her  that  ilie  was  abfo- 
lutely  engaged  to  go  with  Lady  Elizabeth 
Tudor  to  fl:and  god-mother  to  her  child^ 
the  Countefs  endeavoun:d  to  perfuadc 
her  to  procure  a  proxy,  and  continued  to 
prefs  her  much  to  accompany  then  into 
the  country;  at  the  fame  time  promilinjr 
to  prefent  Euterpe  with  her  piOurc  fct 

ill 
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in  diamonds,  as  a  token  of  her  great  re- 
gard. The  Lady  then  embraced  her  with 
a  degree  of  tendernefs  that  greatly  fur- 
prifed  Euterpe,  and  made  her  repent  of 
having  liftened  to  any  thing  that  was  faid 
againft  a  Lady  who  manifefted  fo  much 
fondnefs  for  her.  She  then  took  her 
leave,  upon  her  promifing  faithfully  to 
pay  her  Ladyfhip  a  vifit  as  foon  as  the 
chriftening  (hould  be  over,  when  the  Earl 
faid,  if  Mr.  Tudor  would  fee  her  half-way, 
his  own  coach  Ihould  meet  her  on  the 
road.  •  On  Euterpe's  return  home  flic 
found  a  card  of  invitation  from  Lady 
Swindleton,  to  fpend  the  evening  with 
her,  at  which  Euterpe  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prifed,  as  fhe  had  refufed  to  go  to  her 
Ladyfhip's  houfe  on  a  former  occafion, 
as  her  (once)  amiable  patronefs  Lady  G. 
had  told  her  it  was  a  very  improper  houfe 
for  fo  young  a  girl  to  vifit,  and  gave  fuch 
ftrong  reafons  for  it,  that  Euterpe  had  de- 
termined never  to  go  near  her;  flie, 
therefore,  fent  a  polite  card,  and  excufed 
herfelf,  as  Qie  was  preparing  to  quit  town 
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immediately,  in  company  with  Lady  £H^ 
zabeth  Tudor.     ^ 

Though  this  Lady  was  of  a  very  oppo- 

fite  turn  to  the  Countefs  of ,  yet  (he 

was  a  woman  much  more  to  be  dreaded 
and  of  courfe  avoided,  as  there  was 
fcarcely  a  vice  that  fhe  did  not  poITefs! 
The  celebrated  and  highly  accompliflied 

Mifs owed  her  ruirt  to  that  profligate 

woman!  Her  Ladyfhip  was  certainly  a 
Very  fine  woman,  and  endued  with  a  good 
underftanding,  though  by  no  means  ftrony 
enough  to  enable  her  to  conquer  her  un- 
ruly paflions  and  difgraceful  propenfities. 
Being  a  woman  of  very  high  rank  and 
connected  with  many  of  the  very  firft  fami- 
lies in  the  kingdom,  fhe  was  a  principal 
figure  in  every  fs^Oiionable  circle,  and  wa^ 
a  leading  charafter  in  the  world  of  difljpa- 
tion.  Euterpe's- refufal  of  this  Lady's  invi- 
tation greatly  mortified  her  pride,  as  ftie  lit- 
tle expefted  to  be  refufed  by  one  on  whom 
flie  conceived  (he  was  conferring  fo  high 
an  honour !  She  was  not  half  fo  angry 
at  Euterpe'syonwer  refufal,  well  knowing 
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that  Ihe  was  then  under  the  inftiiencc  of 
the  Coantefs  of  G.  who  never  woyld  vifit 
her  Ladyfhip  or  invite  her    to  any  of  her 
parties.      Euterpe's  reafons  for  not   ac- 
cepting the  laft  invitation  of  Lady  Swin. 
dleton  was  partly  owing  to  fome  appre- 
henfions  fhe  was  under  of  being  brought 
into  trouble,  as  it  was  fuggefted  to  her  by 
a  particular  friend,  that  her  Ladyfhip  was 
well   known  to  pra£life  now  and  then  a 
little  Uger  de  main  for  her  amufement  as 
well  as  profit  j  which,  if  it  were  detefted, 
might  poffibly  be  laid  upon  an  innocent 
young  girl  who  might  be  obliged  to  fuflfer 
for  her  Lady  (hip's  frolic  ;  for  who  would 
value  even  the  oath  or  charafter  of  a  poor 
fimple  girl,  let  her  be  ever  fo  virtuous, 
againft  the  bare  word  of  a  woman  of  fuch 
high  QUALITY.     We   cannot,  however, 
quit  Lady  Swindleton  without  giving  one 
or  two  fpecimens  of  her  ingenuity,  though 
(he  was  fometimes  foiled,  and  caught  in 

her  own  net. Having  been  invited  to 

dine  with  the  Dutchefs  of — ,  where  was 
alfo  the  Count  de  — ,  ambaffador  from 

the 
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the  court  of  France;  his  Excellency  pro- 
duced his  gold  fnuIF-box,  in  which  was  ^ 
miniature  of  the  French  Queen  (confort 
to  Louis  XV.)  very  richly  ornamente4 
with  diamonds,  which  immediately  caught 
the  eyes  of  his  furrounding  fair  fpeflators, 
and  was  handed  about  from  o^e  to  the 
other  for  a  confiderable  time;  till  at 
length,  his  Excellency  bethought  himfelf 
of  taking  a  pinch  of  fnufF;  but,  behold, 
the  box  was  ^ot  to  be  found.  The  Count 
was,  as  it  may  be  well  fuppofed,  a  man  of 
finifhed  breeding,  but  in  fpite  of  all  his 
politejfe^  he  could  not  conceal  his  uneafi- 
nefs,  and  faid,  that  though  the  box  cod 
three  hundred  pounds,  yet  it  was^only  for 
the  fake  of  the  miniature  it  contained  of 
his  Royal  raiftrefs,  that  he  fcU  the  real 
anxiety  which  he  expreffed.  It  is  eafy 
to  conceive  the  confternation  of  every 
one  prefent,  and  each  lady  began  to  re- 
pent that  fhe  had  ever  touched  the  box ! 
The  Duchefs,  who,  it  feems,  was  the  firft 
that  received  it  from  the  hands  of  his  Ex<t 
cellency  lo  admire  it^  exquifi^^  workman- 
Vol.  I.  Dd  fhip, 
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Thip,  difcovered  much  more  uneafmefs 
than  any  of  the  other  ladies  ;  confidering 
herfelf  as  anfwerable  for  the  box,  (he  was 
therefore  fully  determined  to  find  out,  if 
poflible,  into  whofe  hands  it  was  fallen: 
flie  was  not,  indeed,  without  her  fufpi- 
cions  of  Lady  Swindleton,  well  knowing 
that  her  Ladyfhip  had  often  been  remark- 
ed for  playing  her  cards  to  Jur  ozvn  advan- 
tage. She  therefore  made  ufe  of  the  fol- 
lowing  (Iratagem,  which  prevented  any  * 
of  her  vifitors  from  being  offended  with 
her  Grace's  endeavours  to  find  out  in 
whofe  rich  trappings  the  box  was  cavgfu! 
for  at  that  time,  it  was  the  fafhion  to  wear 
an  infinity  of  furbelows,  flounces  and 
puffed  drapery,  which  has  been  often 
found  to  be  very  convenient  to  catch  a 
brilliant,  or  any  kind  of  valuable  trinket, 
or  even  a  guinea,  which  might  otherwifc 
"have  been  totally  loft  !  Nay,  Mifs  —  the 
protege  of  this  very  lady,  playing  at  whifl 
once  found  by  accident  an  honour  that 
lay  concealed  in  the  plaits  of  her  drefs, 
by  which  (he  won  the  game ;  a  gentleman 
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who  loft  a  confiderable  fiim  by  this  wo- 

ruruvre,  faid,  that  Mifs had  fo  many 

bewitching  tricks  that  flic  was  always  fure 
to  win  her  game  f 

The  Duchefs,  at  whofe  houfe  they  were 
entertained,  begged  the  gentlemen  to 
retire,  and  her  waiting  maids  were  ac- 
cordingly called  in,  to  help  the  Ladies 
to  undrefs.  As  her  Grace  herfelf  fet  the 
example,  no  one  dared  to  murmur,  and 
though  fome  of  the  ladies,  who  were  not 
afraid  of  the  box  being  found  upon  them, 
knowing  their  own  innocence,  did  not 
much  like  to  difcover  fome  little  arts  in 
drefs,  which  make  a  woman  appear  quite 
a  diflFerent  thing  from  what  flie  really  was  ; 
fo  that  the  bolfters,  pads,  and  other  little 
matters,  &c.  &c.  to  conceal  defefts,  &c, 
caufed  fome  confufion  among  the  fair 
groupe,  as  each  of  them  was  obliged  to 
undergo  a  very  ftrift  examination,  and 
every  article  of  drefs  pryexl  into  with  the 
utmoft  minutenefs.  But,  neverthelefs, 
though  forely  vexed,  every  one  joined 
in  their  approbation  of  the  method  her 
D  d  2  Grace 
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Grace  had  taken  to  recover  fo  valuable 
a  trinket.  Even  Lady  Swindleton  herfelf 
was  louder  than  the  reft,  to  acknowledge 
the  juftice  and  prudence  of  her  Grace, 
and  immediately  ftripped  with  great  alert- 
nefs,  and  affifted  the  maids  in  minutely 
fearching  every  plait  and  fold  in  her 
drapery,  when  nothing  was  to  be  found; 
upon  which  fhe  feemed  more  elated  than 
any  of  the  others;  but  in  the  very  mo- 
ment of  her  exultation,  behold,  (he  hap- 
pcned  to  hit  the  fleeve  of  her  fackagainft 
the  back  of  a  chair,  which  making  rather 
a  loud  report,  feveral  of  the  ladies  feized 
upon  it,  declaring  it  was  the  box  which 
they  fuppofed  had  flipped  into  the  cuff; 
but  her  Ladyfhip  declared  that  what  they 
heard  was  nothing  elfe  but  the  leaden 
weight  at  the  bottom  of  the  fleeve;  but  it 
appeared  at  length,  to  the  great  joy  of  all 
the  half.ftript  ladies,  and  the  confufion  of 
the  Countcfs,  to  be  the  box  itfelf !  Lady 
Swindleton,  for  that  evening,  loft  much 
of  her  ufual  vivacity.  We  alfo  recolleft 
two  more  that  do  ejual  honour  to^  her  La- 
dyfhip, 
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dylhip,  "which,  perhaps,  are  not  fo  pub- 
licly known,  but  are  not  lefs  true.  A 
young  gentleman  of  rank  and  fortune,  juft 
returned  from  his  travels,  was  introduced 
to  Lord  Swindleton,  whofe  Countefs  was 
fo  ftrnck  with  the  brilliancy  of  the  vifi- 
tor's  buckles,  as  to  beg  he  would  favour 
her  with  a  nearer  view  of  them,  when  he 
politely  gave  her  one  for  her  infpedion, 
which  fhe  perceived  contained  diamonds 
of  great  value,  and  begged  that  flie  might 
keep  it  till  next  morning,  when  (he  would 
fend  early  for  her  jeweller,  whom  fhe 
would  order  to  make  her  juft  fuch  another 
pair;  and  if  he  would  alfo  leave  the 
other  buckle,  fhe  would  lend  him  a  pair 
of  hers,  to  wear  in  the  mean  time.  The 
gentleman  readily  complied  with  her  La- 
dyftiip's  requeft,  and  the  next  morning 
Ihe  fent  for  her  jeweller,  and  ordered  him 
to  make  her,  as  foon  as  poffible,  a  pair  of 
buckler  of  the  fineft  pafte,  to  refemblc 
the  others  in  every  point;  that  no  one 
could  perceive  the  leaft  difference.  The 
jeweller  promifed  to  make  her  a  pair  of 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(      206      ) 

the  fincft  compofition,  and  that  the  niceft 
eye  (hould  not  be  able  to  difcern  the  dif- 
ference:  her  orders  were  accordingly  ex 
ecuted  in  a  very  few  days,  when  Die  fent 
them  to  the  gentleman,  with  many  thanks 
for  the  ufe  of  them.  They  were  fo  well 
finiflied,  that  he  had  not  any  conception 
of  the  trick  which  he  had  been  played ! 
Some  time  after,  the  gentlepoan  propofed 
to  have  a  pair  of  pafte  buckles  made  after 
the  fame  model  as  thofe  he  had  in  dia- 
monds, to  wear  by  candlelight;  for 
whiqh  purpofe  he  went  to  a  jeweller,  who 
happened  to  be  the  very  fame  who  had 
been  employed  by  Lady  Swindleton,  and 
afked  him  if  he  could  make  a  pair  of 
pafte  buckles,  which  ihould  difplay  as 
fine  a  luftre  at  candle-light,  as  thofe  he 
had  in  diamonds,  at  the  fame  time  gave 
him  one  of  his  own  buckles.  The  inftant 
the  jeweller  took  it  in  his  hand  he  faid, 
why  fir,  /  made  this  buckle  myfelf  for 
Lady  Swindleton  but  a  few  weeks  ago, 
pray  have  you  got  the  other  ?  the  gentle- 
man,   with  fome  furprize,  replied,  y(M 
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made  it,  furely  you  do  not  know  what 
you  are  faying,  for  I  gave  for  them,  with 
the  ftock  and  knee  butkles,  no  lefs  a  fum 
than  five  hundred  pounds,  at  Paris! 
Indeed  fir,  faid  the  jeweller,  you  are 
much  deceived  in  thinking  thefe  are  real 
diamonds,  for  I  made  them  exaftly  after 
the  model  of  a  pair  of  diamond  buckles, 
which  fhe  gave  me  for  the  purpofe. 
Are  you  willing,  faid  the  aftoniflied  gen- 
tleman, to  fay  this  in  the  prefence  of  that 
lady  ?  to  be  fure  I  will,  replied  the  jew- 
eller, and,  without  the  lead  hefitation, 
immediately  accompanied  the  gentleman 
to  her  ladyfliip's  houfe;  when,  to  her  utter 
confufion  and  mortification,  fhe  was 
obliged  to  change  buckles  with  the  gen- 
tleman, who  was  fo  irritated,  that  he 
took  no  pains  to  conceal  the  tranfa6lion. 
Her  ladyfliip's  (kill  in  thefe  matters  cannot 
be  wondered  at,  when  we  recolleft  that  flie 
began  to  exercife  her  ingenuity  at  a  very 
early  period;  for,  while  flie  was  in  her 
teens,  flie  was  invited  to  a  very  grand 
breakfaft,  given  by  Lady  N.  P.  where, 
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among  the  many  fplendid  curiofities  which 
graced  her  Ladyfhip's  fete,  were  half  a 
dozen  mod  beautiful  and  coftly  cups,  of 
very  old  and  valuable  china.  After  the 
company  were  gone,  Lady  N.  P.  mifling 
thefe  cups,  her  fufpicions  immediately 
fell  on  the  right  objefl,  and  immediately 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  yotmg  lady's  father, 
whom  (he  accofted  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  "  I  am  come  to  tell  your  —  that  girl 
^  of  yours,  will  be  totally  ruined,  if  you 
"  don't  correQ;  her,  and  break  her  of  ber 
"  tricks  in  time ;  flie  has  poffefled  herfelf 
"  of  my  half  dozen  cups,  which  have 
^^  been  in  our  family  above  an  hundred 
^^  years,  and  are  fuch  as  cannot  be  match- 
«(  ed  even  in  China,  and  I  dq  infiil  upon 
"  it,  that  they  are  immediately  fent  back, 
**  or  I  am  determined  to  profecute  her.'* 
Though  this  menace  was  pronounced 
with  a  confidcrable  degree  of  anger  and 

juft  refentment,  the for  fome  time 

endeavoured  to  laugh  it  off,  as  a  childi/h 
trick,  and  did  not,  or  pretended  not,  to  be- 
lieve that  ibc  WHS  in  cameft;  but  her  La- 
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dyfhip  feeing  him  treat  the  matter  fo 
lightly,  fhe  vias  the  more  enraged,  and 
fwore,  "  by  the  living  God^  that  Ihe  was  re- 
*'  folved  that  nothing  ihould  prevent  her 
^^  from  employing  the  power  of  the  law 
*•  to  recover  her  property  !"  The  confe- 
quence  was,  that  the  china  was  fent  back 
the  very  next  morning ! 


CHAP.     XXIII. 

SIR  WILLIAM  BOK  TON  OBLIGED  TO  GO 
ABROAD,  THROUGH  THE  EXTRAVA- 
GANCE OF  HIS  WIPE.  REFLECTIONS 
UPON    HER    CONDUCT. 

T ^7E  will  now,  for  the  laft  time,  turn 
^  ^  our  attention  towards  the  once 
hofpitable  manfion  of  that  truly  amiable 
and  friendly  man.  Sir  William  Bon  Ton 
and  his  diffipated  confort,  from  whofe  un- 
bounded extravagance  we  fee  him  plung- 
Vol.  I.  £  e  e4 
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ed  in  ruin,  and  obliged  to  vifit  bis  efta!«s 
abroad^  in  order  to  replenifli  his  impo. 
verilhed  finances.  The  many  mortifica* 
tions  hi$  Lady  fuSered  at  not  being  able 
to  figure  away  as  ihe  had  hitherto  done, 
by  which  fhe  loft  much  of  her  influence 
in  the  polite  circles,  may  be  eafily  con« 
ccived.  The  being  doomed  to  experi* 
cnce  a  reverfe  of  fortune  was  more  than 
her  weak  mind  was  able  to  fupport !  She 
felt  not  the  injury  fhe  Had  done  her  huf- 
band,  or  the  lofs  of  his  fociety ;  no,  fhe 
felt  only  for  herfelf,  when  fhe  found  that 
fhe  was  forfaken  by  thofe,  who  paid  her 
the  mofl  affiduous  court,  when  fhe  was  in 
affluence,  and  now  rather  fhunned  and 
avoided  her.  Thus  was  this  vain,  often- 
tatious  woman  punifhed,  who,  a  flranger 
to^fentiment  and  the  finer  feelings,  lament- 
ed only  that  fhe  was  deprived  of  the 
means  of  continuing  thofe  riotous  plea- 
furcs,  which  muft  ever  end  in  remorfe, 
fhame  and  difappointment.  So  true  it  19% 
that  a  mind  loft  to  every  virtuous  fen&« 
tion  is  always  bereft  of  thtt  confolatloii 
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which  fooths  and  comforts  a  gdod  misd 
Under  afflidion !  for  though  virtue  may 
not  always  meet  with  its  own  reward^  ia 
this  world,  but  in  the  fwcct  contempla- 
tion of  having  done  our  duty;  yet  vice 
never  fails  meeting  with  its  punifliment, 
if  it  were  only  in  thofe  bitter  reflections 
which  mud  of  courfe  deilroy  the  inward 
peace  of  mind;  and  thofe  feelings  of  re- 
morfe  with  which  the  foul  will  be  attack- 
ed, when  at  the  fatal  moment  it  perceives 
the  cold  hand  of  death  uplifted  to  call  k 
to  an  account  for  the  purfuit  of  vain, 
frivolous  and  vicious  pleafures,  in  whick 
the  mind  can  never  ufte  any  true  and  {9- 
lid  happinefs« 

How  different  were  the  feelings  of  Eu- 
terpe, exulting  in  her  own  innocence,  en- 
joying the  happy  effeSs  of  a  good  con* 
fcience,  which  was  not  in  the  power  of 
her  enemies  to  difturb  I  the  molt  invete- 
rate of  whom  was  the  noble  Earl,  who, 
difappointed  and  chagrined  at  his  offers 
having  been  fcouted,  endeavoured  to  in- 
finuatc  that  it  was  not  for  the  fake  of 
E  e  2  virtue 
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virtue  that  fhe  rcfufed  his  propofal ;  but 
her  attachment  to  Mr.  Tudor,  under  whofc 
proteftion  fhe  had  put  hcrfelf,  at  the 
earned  rcqucft  of  his  own  wife;  and  by 
whofe  advice  alone  fhe  left  her  father^s 
houfe  !  Poor  mean  refentment !  Was  it 
natural  for  any  one  to  fuppofe  that  a 
young  girl,  who  had  proved  her  virtue 
to  be  flronger  than,  her  vanity,  of  which 
fhe  poffefied  no  fmall  fhare,  fhould  fuffer 
herfelf  to  be  fo  deluded,  even  fuppoGng 
ihe  had  known  that  Mr.  Tudor  had  felt 
any  particular  partiality  towards  her,  as 
to  have  liflened  to  a  man,  where  there 
was  no  other  profpefl  but  ruin  and  dif- 
honour?  But  even  to  check  the  leaft. 
fufpicion  how  fhe  was  fupporte'd,  fhe  pain- 
fully fubmitted  to  earn  her  fubfiflence  by 
an  exertion  of  thofe  talen  ts  which  the  world 
had  flattered  her  fhe  pofTefTed!  Indeed, 
his  Lordfhip's  bafe  infinuations  were  fo 
very  inconfiftent,  that  but  few  were  found 
who  gave  the  leafl  credit  to  it !  There 
were,  doubtlefs,  many  who  were  glad  to 
have  fo  favourable  an  occafion  to  blacken, 
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if  poffible,  the  charafter  of  a  young 
girl ,  who,  by  their  ill  natured  farcafmS) 
manifeftly  proved  that  Ihe  pofleffed  fuf- 
ficient  merit  to  become  the  objeft  of  their 
envy  I  "  For,"  fays  the  Marquis  dcLcmgksj 
*'  he  who  poffefTes  a  mediocrity  of  talents 
**  is  the  man  only  who  is  beloved.  We 
*'  hate  the  man  of  abilities,  penetration, 
**  &c."  And,  to  the  difgrace  of  human 
nature,  there  is  nothing  that  the  generality 
of  mankind  delight  in  more,  than  tearing 
to  pieces  the  characters  of  others ;  and 
vicious  charaQers  are  not  fuch  as  are  in 
general  attacked,  becaufe  they  do  not 
create  envy  \r  This  deteftable  propenfity 
arifes  from  different  caufes;  and  often- 
times from  private  pique;  fuch  was  the 
difappointed  Earl's  ! — Some  from  envy, 
not  unlikely  among  fome  of  thofe  young 
ladies,  the  rivals  of  Euterpe,  who  fickcn- 
-cd  at  the  plaudits  that  flie  daily  received, 
and  at  the  great  notice  taken  of  her  by 
the  firft  people.  But  the  motives  to  de- 
traftion  in  general  feem  to  arife  from 
another  caufe  ;  as  weak  people  are  apt  to 
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imagine^  that  by  exaggerating  the  follies^ 
and  difcovering  the  weak  fide  of  their 
neighbours,  it  will  be  fuppofed  that  they 
themfelves  are  free  from  thofe  defe6ls  and 
failings  which  they  fo  feverely  contemn 
in  others !  ^  If,"  as  a  learned  divine  ob- 
ferved  in  the  pulpit,  **  a  ftory  be  pi'opa- 
^  gated  to  the  difadvantage  of  another, 
^  with  what  eagemefs  it  is  whifpered 
^  about ;  but  if  a  man  does  a  good  na- 
*^  tured  and  worthy  aflion,  how  filent 
•*  they  will  be  upon  the  fubjeft,  or 
**  at  lead,  beftow  their  praife  with  re- 
^^  lu6Unce ;  no  man's  reputation  is  (afe 
**  who  unfortunately  becomes  the  fubjeft 
*^  of  converfation  among  thefe  flander- 
"  ers.  He  that  is  guiky  of  evil-fpeaking 
"  is  more  dangerous  than  an  afiaflin,  for 
^'  he  that  takes  away  my  good  name  robs 
"  me  of  more  than  life  itTelf ;  follow  the 
**  divine  precepts,"  fays  he,  "  of  our  Sa» 
**  viour,  by  doing  as  you  would  be  done 
**  unto.  Let  him  only  throw  the  firft 
"  ftone,  who  is  himfelf  free  from  blame." 
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"As  we  have  given  the  above  from  me- 
mory,  and  not  verbatim,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  give  the  Do&of's  fentiment 
in  that  fine  flow  of  language,  for  which 
he  was  fo  juftly  celebrated.  However 
fad  a  piflure  of  human  nature  he  has 
drawn,  we  are  forry  to  fay,  it  is  but  too 
juft  a  likenefs ! 

**  Men  that  make 

*<  Envj  and  crooked  maKce  nouriOuneiit, 

<«  Dare  bite  the  bcft,'* 
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CHAP.    XXIV. 

BUTERPE  TAKES  LEAVE  OF  MRS.  STATELY 
PREVIOUS  TO  HER  DEPARTURE  INTO 
THE  COUNTRY.  MRS.  STATELY's  SEN- 
TIMENTS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  EDUCA- 
TION OF  YOUNG  GIRLS.  HER  CON- 
VERSATION EVINCES  INFINITE  GOOD- 
NESS   OF  'HEART. 

BEFORE  Euterpe  left  town,  fhe  went 
to  take  leave  of  her  amiable  friend, 
Mrs.  Stately,  to  whom  (he  freely  ven- 
tured to  open  her  mind;  not  even  con- 
cealing the  caufe  fhe  had  to  difapprove  of 

the  conduftof  the  Countefs  of ;  in- 

deed,  Euterpe  was  now  thoroughly  con- 
vincedjfrom  what  her  friends  had  faid,that 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  refide  with  her 
Ladyfliip.  Mrs.  Stately,  though  (he  had 
a  great  regard  for  the  Countcfs's  family, 
cxpreffed  her  approbation  of  Euterpe's 
refuGng  to  live  with  her,  and  lamented, 
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with  infinite  concern,  the  depravity  of 
the  fafhionable  world;  laying  the  blame 
entirely  upon  the  erroneous  mode  of  Edu- 
cation, as  their  morals,  (he  obferyed,  were 
feldom  or  ever  attended  to  at  fchool; 
that  their  external  appearance  and  a  feW 
frivolous  accomplifhments  in  which  they 
Were  likewife  generally  very  fuperficial, 
were  regarded  as  matters  of  the  higheft 
importance^  whilft  the  improvement  of 
their  minds  were  abfoliitely  neglefted: 
but  what  is  ftill  worfe,  continued  that 
charming  woman,  is  the  total  neglefcl  of 
Religion  !  It  is  triie  they  are  generally 
paradfed  to  church  on  a  Sunday,  dreffed 
in  their  fined  trappings,  more  for  the 
credit  of  the  fchool,  than  from  any  other 
motive  ;  and  this  muft  of  courfe  fill  their 
young  minds  too  full  of  felf-conceit  and 
defire  of  admiration,  lo  admit  of  a  finglc 
thought  about  the  folemn  bufinefs  they 
are  going  upon :  and  fcarcely  do  they 
hear  another  word  of  religion,  the  reft  of 
the  week,  unlefs  it  be  running  oyer  a  few 
prayers,  which  they  arc  not  taught  to  un* 
Vol.  I,  F  f  derftand. 
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derftand.  But  as  to  ftudying  their  dirpflf- 
fitions,  taking  pains  to  examine  whcthef 
or  ito  they  have  propcnfitics  to  any  par- 
ticular  vice,  giving  thciij  tenbns  of  found 
niorality  or  excrcifing  their  reafon,  which 
either  lies  dormant  or  is  employed  in  fri* 
volous  purfuits^  is  a  matter  thai  (c^ 
fchool  miflreffes  arc  capahle  of;  and  thok 
who  are,  will  not  be  at  the  pains;  think- 
ing they  have  fufficiently  done  their  di/iy 
in  employing  raaflers  to  inftru£l  them  in 
accompli Oi me nts,  according  to  ihe  pre* 
fent  mode  of  education.  They  Hulc 
confider  that  all  thofe  external  advanugcs 
which  render  the  perfon  of  a  youog 
woman  fo  captivating,  only  tend  to  col* 
rupt  the  heart,  if  the  undcrllanding  ^ 
not  at  the  fame  time  fufficiently  cullivat- 
ed  to  enable  them  to  make  a  propci  ttf^f 
of  thofe  attractions,  which  othcrwifc  ^^* 
danger  virtuCj  and  often  terminate  in  the 
final  iirin  of  the  pofTeffor,  Mrs.  Stately 
then  quoted  that  incomparable  wrli^^i 
Madamt  ck  Btaumonl,  whofe  fcntimcnwfo 
precifcly  coincided  with  her  own^  "  I* 
.  ,.,     .  **fonnii»lS 
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^  forming  the  mind  to  virtue,"  fays  Jlf^z- 
dame  de  Beaumont^  '^  it  is  abfolutely  necefla- 
*'  ry  never  to  feparate  religion  and  r^a/on  : 
"  the  one  muft  be  dependant  on  the 
*'  other;  for  the  fupport  of  ^vhich,  it  is 
"  of  the  higheft  importance  to  ftudy  the 
"  holy  fcriptures,  which  are  alone  capable 
of  infpiring  us  with  a  juft  idea  of  the 
ETERNAL  BEING,  the  rccompenfer  of 
**  virtue,  and  the  avenger  of  crimes  /  But 
**  independant  of  another  life,  or  its  re- 
**  wards  or  punifhmems,  it  is  neceffarjr 
**  for  our  happinefs  and  welfare  here,  to 
*'  follow  implicitly  the  maxims  containe(} 
**  in  that  divine  book."  The  fame  writer 
fpeaking  of  the  facred  inftitution  of  mar- 
riage which  is  performed  in  the  name  and 
by  the  order  of  God,  "  You  canAot  break 
"  through  its  laws  without  being  guilty 
"  oi  perjury,  as  you  both  fwear  to  ob- 
**  ferve,  and  mqft  folemnly  promife  ne- 
"  ver  to  violate  them,  at  the  foot  of  the 
"  AUarJ"  Thefe  fentiments  of  Madame 
de  B.  faid  Mrs.  Stately,  ought  to  be  writ- 
ten  in  letters  of  gold,  and  put  into  the 
F  f  2  hands 
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liajids  of  every  young  girl,  previous  to 
her  marriage,  that  fhe  may  be  impreffed 
with  horror  at  the  very  name  of  an  Adtd- 
trefs^  which  is  indifputably  a  crime  of  the 
deepeft  dye  !  But  how  little  is  it  regarded 
in  this  profligate  age,  and  why  docs  this 
profligacy  encreafe,  more  particularly 
among  the  higher  claffes  ?  It  may  be  thus 
anfwered,  that  vicioufnefs  commonly  pro- 
ceeds from  IDLENESS,  an  inordinate  dif- 
pofition,  and  a  total  neglefl  of  religion^ 
for  religion  is  indifputably  the  fundamen- 
tal bafis  of  every  virtue;  and  even  ddjls 
muft  allow  that,  by  obferving  and  ad- 
hering to  the  precepts  of  Jesus  Christ, 
is  the  only  fure  means  we  have  of  making 
ourfelves    acceptable    to    the    supreme 

BEING. 

The  converfation  of  Mrs.  Stately  made 
a  deep  imprcffion  on  the  mind  of  Euterpe, 
who  was  much  afFefted  at  the  thoughts 
of  leaving  this  amiable  monitor,  who  was 
in  every  point  of  view  far  fuperior  to 
the  generality  of  her  fex.  That  fhe  was 
^bfolutely  free  from  foibles,  we  do  not 
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pretend  to  Tay;  but  they  at  leaft  were 
fuch,  as  did  not  corrupt  her  heart.  The 
love  of  admiration  certainly  predomi- 
nated in  her  charafter ;  but  Ihe  was  per- 
feftly  well  bred  and  highly  accomplilhed, 
had  taken  uncommon  pains  in  the  im- 
provement of  her  mind,  and  was  poffeffed 
of  literary  attainments;  flie  poffefTed  alfo 
a  feeling  and  benevolent  heart ;  and  her 
condufl  to  a  young  woman  who  was  fe- 
duced  by  her  hufband  is  a  convincing 
proof  of  her  good  fenfe,  as  well  as  of  her 
amiable  difpofition.  The  circumftancc, 
as  nearly  as  we  can  recoUefl,  is  as  fol- 
lows;—  Mifs  M — y,  a  young  woman  of 

great  beauty,  was  put  to  Mrs. ,  a 

very  refpeQable  milliner,  who  received 
with  her  an  handfome  premium  toinftruft 
her  in  the  millinery  bufinefs;  and  to  let 
her  be  upon  a  fuperior  footing  to  the  reft 
of  the  girls.  Mr.  Stately  happening  to 
call  one  morning  to  purchafe  fome  laced 
ruffles,  was  greatly  ftruck  with  the  charms 
of  Mifs  M.  and  laid  the  following  plan 
to  become  mafter  of  her  perfon. — He  or- 
dered 
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dered  lace  and  other  millinery  articles  to 
be  fent  him,  to  a  large  amount,  to  take 

abroad  with  him.     Mrs. being  lately 

brought  to  bed,  was  not  fufficicntly  re- 
covered  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Stately  herfelf, 
(he  therefore  defired  Mifs  M — y  to  go  in 
her  ftead,  and  ordered  two  of  her  girls  to 
accompany  Mifs  M  —  with  the  articles. 
As  foon  as  they  were  brought,  he  begged 
the  favour  of  Mifs  M.  to  bring  them  into 
the  inner  apartment,  and  put  them  into 
the  portmanteau,,  in  which  there  was  fome 
other  things  ready  packed;  whilft  the 
fervants  were  tying  ii  on  to  the  carriage, 
he  made  fome  pretence  to  carry  her  into 
another  apartment,  when  he  fhut  the  door, 
and  immediately  hurried  her  into  the 
chaife  >  the  poft-boys  having  been  previ- 
oufly  ordered  to  drive  off  with  the  utmoft 
difpatch,  he  foon  reached  the  fea  coaft, 
when  he  embarked  with  his  fair  prize  for 
the  Weft  Indies!  The  young  lady's 
fituation  was  trtily  deplorable ;  forced 
into  the  arms  of  a  man  fhe  never  could 
endure,  obliged  to  live  in  a  part  of  the 
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%drid,  far  removed  from  every  friend 
(he  had,  and  where  (he  was  more  than 
once  in  danger  of  being  poifoned,  through 
the  jealaufy  of  a  cook  who  was  a  black, 
and  bad  been  formerly  a  favourite  of 
Mr,  Stately,  by  whom  hd  had  children' 
when  he  was  laft  in  the  ifland.  But  in  4 
few  years  Mifs  M.  was  happily  releafed 
from  her  very  uncomfortable  fituation  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Stately,  who  fettled 
upon  her  two  hund?ed  pounds  a  j^ear, 
upon  condition  that  (he  never  ihould 
marry  I  or  even  live  with  any  man !  But 
when  ihe  returned  to  England  fhe  met 
with  Mr.  V — n,  who  fell  in  love  with  her^ 
and  {he  not  being  infenlible  to  his  merits 
their  affe£lions  were  reciprocal ;  but  as 
fii€  could  not  marry  him  without  forfeit- 
ing her  anniMty,  fhe  went  over  to  Ireland 
with  him,  where  they  lived  together  un- 
difturbed.  Mrs.  Stately  ftiewed  her  many 
marks  of  kindnefs,  and  alfo  had  the  good^ 
nefs  to  fee  that  her  annuity  Vas  punftually 
paid,  being  above  taking  advantage  of 
the  annexed  conditions  in  her  huiband'9 
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vill,  which  fhe  thought  both  cruel  and 
unjuft.  This  cannot  be  fairly  faid  to  be 
an  encouragement  to  vice  in  Mrs.  Stately's 
as  a  juft  allowance .  certainly  was  to  be 
made  in  a  cafe  that  was  confcffedly  an 
hard  one;  and  as  Mifs  M — y's  charaftcr 
had  fufFered  through  no  fault  of  her  own^ 
flie,  undoubtedly,  was  intitled  to  that 
indulgence  which  was  due  to  injured  in- 
iiocence.  This  conduft  of  Mrs.  Stately^ 
redounds  greatly  to  her  honour,  for 
there  are  but  very  few  women  to  be  found 
who  have  the  liberality  to  compaffionate 
or  (hew  the  leaft  degree  of  favour  towards 
any  woman,  to  whom  their  hufbands  weri 
attached,  though  as  innocent  of  giving 
encouragement  to  their  addrefles  as  Mifs 
M— y.  As  we  have  fet  out  with  a  deter- 
mination not  to  fpare  vice  wherever  we 
find  it,  or  be  deterred  from  exprefling 
our  indignation  of  thofe,  however  high 
their  rank  or  exalted  their  fituation,  whofe 
conduft  deferve  cenfure,  it  is  but  juft  to 
give  merit  its  due,  and  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote the  love  of  virtue  by  exhibiting  to 
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public  view,  fuch  as  were,  and  are  how  • 
Ihining  ornaments  to  the  age  in  which 
they  live.  We  truft  fuch  examples  will 
be  a  fpur  to  Emulation,  and  induce  the 
young  and  amiable  female  readers,  who 
may  honour  thefe  pages  with  their  perufal 
to  imitate  thofe  virtues  ^nd  amiable  qua- 
lities which  cannot  fail  to  infure  them 
refpeft  from  their  own  fex,  as  well  as  ad- 
miration and  efteem  from  the  men.  As  we 
have,  with  great  truth,  held  up  Mrs. 
Stately  as  a  chara£ter  worthy  of  imitation, 
but  at  the  fame  time  hinted,  that  vanity 
was  her  predominant,  and  we  might  add 
the  only  failing  ever  laid  to  her  charge,  we 
will  explain  what  kind  this  vanity  was.  It 
was  far  from  being  of  that  frivolous  kind, 
fo  charafteriftic  of  a  pert  boarding-fchool 
Mifs,  or  a  fmartly  tricked  out  milliner's 
girl,  whofe  minds  are  totally  abforbcd 
with  the  idea  of  making  conquefts  by 
dint  of  their  tawdry  trappings  and  coque- 
tiOi  airs?  No,  for  though  Mrs.  S.  was 
very  attentive  to  the  neatnefs  and  ele- 
gance»of  her  drefs  (for  we  may  in  general 
Vol,  I.  .     Gg  bc 
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be  able  to  form  a  judgment  of  a  worhan'» 
underjlanding  as  well  as  difpofiiion  by  her 
manner  of  drefling)  yet  her  anxious  wifh 
to  pleafe  and  gain  applaufe  was  founded 
on  matters  of  much  more  importance^ 
and  more  worthy  the  mind  of  a  rational 
being.  She  ftudied  the  bed  authors,  and 
endeavoured  to  gain  a  fufiicient  know- 
ledge of  the  arts  and  fciences,  to  enable 
her  to  hold  a  converfation  on  the  infiruc- 
tivc  topics  with  men  of  fenfe  and  learning. 
She  never  entered  into  that  fmall  talk 
with  which  the  generality  of  women  en- 
tertain their  friends,  either  about  their 
ceconomy  and  domeftic  management,  the 
cut  of  a  cap  or  gown,  or  fome  fuch  trifles^ 
to  fill  up  that^  time  which  is  not  fpent  in 
ridiculing  their  acquaintance,  fcandal,  or 
cards ;  for  we  have  known  her  fit  many 
hours  together  in  perfeft  filence,  during 
fuch  tittle-tattle  at  Bon  Ton  Hall !  She 
excelled  in  many  of  the  polite  accom- 
plifhments,  but  her  chief  amufement  was 
reading  the  moft  celebrated  authors,,  par- 
ticularly hillory^  and  in  ftudying  the  ma- 
thematics. 
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thematics.  And  fince  nothing  can  be  laid 
to  that  Lady's  charge  but  vanity,  we  wifli, 
for  the  fake  of  doing  juftice  to  one  of 
the  moft  amiable  and  mod  perfcQ;  cha- 
rafters  we  have  ever  experienced,  find 
out  an  apology  even  for  that;  and  de- 
fend, if  poffible,  a  foible  froni  which  none 
of  us  feem  free.  We  fhall,  therefore,  firft 
fet  out  by  obferving,  as  we  hinted  above, 
that  there  are  two  kinds  of  vanity;  as 
well  as  two  kinds  of  pride ;  but  as  it  is 
our  wifh  to  argue  only  in  favour  of  that, 
which  is  not  of  iht frivolous  kind,  we  will 
haften  to  fubmit  our  reafons  to  the  im- 
ipartial  and  candid  readers,  who,  from 
their  (mm  feelings^  will  be  the  heft  able  to 
judge,  how  far  we  have  fucceeded  in  the 
defence  o(  that^  which  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind pretend  to  condemn ! 
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CHAP.     XXV. 


IN    DETENCE^OF    VANITY. 

WHY  is  it,  that  we  fliould  be  taught 
to  think  that  vanity  is  fo  great  a 
foible  ?  Is  it  not  the  parent  of  every 
excellence?  Is  it  not  a  fpur  to  great 
and  noble  a£lions  ?  Is  it  not  the^fourcc 
of  almoft  every  virtue  ?  What  would 
become  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  even 
commerce  would  dwindle  into  nothing, 
but  for  the  demands  which  vanity  creates  ?• 
Is  it  not  vanity  which  excites  in  us  a  dc- 
fire  to  pleafe  and  of  appearing  agreeable 
to  others,  by  which  we  contribute  to  the 
comfort,  the  pleafure  and  happinefs  of 
thofe  with  whom  we  are  connefled  ? 
Does  it  not  maintain  politenefs,  good 
breeding,  and  even  cleanlinefs  itfelf? 
Swift  certainly  confidered  it  in  that  light 
when  in  a  letter  to  Stella j  he  fays',  *'  Do 
"  noi  lofe  your  tafte  for  drefs."     If  there 
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be  any  who  are  not  vain,  it  is  probably 
the  baft^  the  depraved^  or  the  injenjiblt;  for 
fuch  as  poffefs  neither  genius,  talents,  or 
any  rcquifite  to  pleafe;  they  have  none  of 
thofe  incitements  which  vanity  infpircs; 
they,  therefore,  either  fink  into  apathy 
or  have  only  a  propenfity  to  follow  the 
diftatesof  ai  brutal  or  depraved  nature! 
If  it  be  a  wcaknefsy  it  is  fuch,  however, 
as  we  have  not  found  any  great  man 
free  from,  either  in  ancient  or  modem 
times ;  no,  not  even  the  mod  renowned 
among  the  philofophers !  Who  ever  be- 
trayed this  weaknefs  to  a  greater  degree 
than  Voltaire,  when  crowned  at  the 
Theatre  at  Paris?  for  he  was  fo  intoxi- 
cated and  overcome  by  the  vociferous 
plaudits  of  the  people  that  it  actually  ac 
celerated  his  death  !  And,  among  the  an* 
cients,  who  was  more  vain  than  the  great 
Cicero?  He  feemed,  indeed,  confcious 
of  his  weaknefs,  by  the  diffidence  he  dif« 
covers,  when,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend 
Lucius  Lucccius^  he  endeavours  to  prevail 
pn  him  to  celebrate  him  in  his  writings^ 
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•*  For  a  certain  awkward  modefty  has 
♦'  always  reftraincd  me,"  fays  he,  **.  from 
•*  propofihg  in  perfon  what  I  can  with 
•'  Icfs  fcruple  requeft  at  this  diftance;" 
and  then  growing  more  bold,  he  even 
ventures  to  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  *'  I  car- 
"  neftly  intreat  you,  not  to  confine  your- 
**  felf  to  the  ftrifleft  laws  of  hiftory,  but 
♦'  to  give  a  greater  latitude  to  your  en- 
**  comiums  than  poffibly  you  may  think 
*'  my  aflions  can  claim!"  This  plainly 
(hews  how  ftrongly  perfeftions  and  de- 
fers are  blended  in  the  compofition  of 
man ;  for  though  almoft  every  one  pof- 
feffes  this  foible  (if  it  be  one)  few  are  fo 
bold,  and  fo  candid  as  to  own  it!  But 
what  is  vanity  more  than  an  emulation  to 
excel,  which  is  not  only  laudable  in  itfelf, 
but  is  certainly  natural  to  a  generous  and 
noble  mind.  Much  more  might  be  faid 
in  juftification  of  this  predominant  paf- 
fion,  which  is  the  fource  of  all  our  hap* 
pinefs,  though  frequently  alfo  of  our 
mifery :  but  good  and  evil  follow  fo 
clofely  at  the  heels  of  each  other,  that  we 
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fcarceiy  know  precifely  where  to  dratir 
the  line  which  feparates  them !  But  as 
no  paffion  whatever  to  which  the  human 
mind  is  fubjeft,  is  given  us  in  vain,  we 
muft  of  courfe  conclude,  that  it  is  the 
good  or  bad  ufe  we  make  of  them,  that  is 
the  fole  eaufe  of  good  or  evil  arifing  from 
them !  The  beft  things  which  the  Supreme 
Being  has  given  us,  may,  by  our  own  in- 
temperate indulgence  of  them,  be  pro- 
duftive  of  the  mod  pernicious  effefts; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  the  mod  deadly 
poifon,  when  adminiftered  by  a  (killful 
band,  may  become  falutary  and  effica- 
cious. We  muft  not  omit  to  mention  the 
vanity  likewife  of  Rousseau;  after  a 
long  lift  of  encomiums  on  himfelf,  truly 
difgufting,  he  ends  thus :  "  Voltaire^  whom 
**  I  prevent  from  fleeping,  will  parody 
*'  thefe  lines;  his  grofs  injuries  are  an 
"  homage  which  he  is  bound  to  render 
*^  me  in  fpite  of  himfelf  !'*  Now  if  jhis 
felf-fame  vanity  is  a  defeft  and  a  weaknefs, 
let  the  women  in  particular,  who  are  fo 
much  cenfured  for  it,  firft  take  courage, 
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nor  be  any  longer  alliamcd  of  j 
been  kid  to  their  charge,  frorw 
moft  learned  and  wilelt  philoC 
not  wholly  exempt. 

As  we  have  already  mcnti 
there  are  alfo  two  kinds  of 
much  might  be  faid  upon  thai 
of  vanity;  each  being  too  oft 
of  indifcriminately,  without  pi 
ferving  that  a  virtuous  pride  an 
headed  or  fooUni  pride  arc  a 
cally  oppofite  to  each  other  a 
virlucjor  as  a  frivolous  andfeU 
vanity,  arifing  from  a  narrow  i 
the  noble  and  laudable  emulatio 
A  wrongheaded  pride  may  be  fi 
a  mania;  for  phyficians  acknaw 
above  half  the  maniaes  lofc  tl 
through  an  intolerable  rank  p 
ihall,  thercforej  (lylc  all  the  il 
that  may  proceed  from  fuch  a  fc 
under  ihe  appellation  of  a  « 
mftancc,  the  infolciu  ovxr-b^a 
of  ihofe  who  have  no  other  in 
ever  to  recommend    them   bi 
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called  high  birth;  who  think  every  indi- 
vidual that  has  not  rank,  creatures  be- 
neath their  notice,  are  all  maniacs.  Thofe 
who  poflefs  immenfe  riches  and  arro- 
gantly lo.ik  down  on  fuch  who  are  poor 
and  unfortunate,  are  maniacs.  With  thefe 
two  fets  of  n^aniacs  above  mentioned, 
neither  learning,  virtue,  talents,  accom- 
plifliments,  or  any  good  quality  whatever 
have  the  leaft  degree  of  merit;  if  not  ac- 
companied by  either  high  birth  or  fortune. 
Stevens^  on  his  Lefture  on  Heads,  ex- 
hibited one  which  he  obferved  was  the 
head  of  a  proud  man;  "  AH  heads,"  faid 
the  wit,  "  in  this  predicament,  are  un- 
•'  found.  This  man  was  rich,  and  as 
"  wealth  is  a  hot  bed  to  raife  flatterers, 
•'  he  had  enough  of  them." 

But  it  would  take  up  too  much  time  to 
enumerate  the  number  of  maniacs  of  this 
kind.  It  is  needlefs  to  give  a  definition 
of  a  virtuous  pride,  as  it  mud  of  courfe 
be  productive  of  qualities  of  a  contrary 
nature.  It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that 
the  former  degrades  and  lowers  humanity, 
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i^hile  the  Utter  is  fuch  as  redounds  i 
honour,  who,  by  pr^fiiling  every 
mainiain  the  real  dignity  of  hun 
itire  I 
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CHAP.    XXVI. 

EUTERPE  LFAVES  TOWN  :  ACCOMPANIES 
LADY  ELIZABETH  TUDOR  TO  FELIX 
HALL,    IN    ESSEX. 


P'UTERPE  having  quitted  the  gay 
-*^  fcenes  of  the  metropolis  for  that  ra. 
tional  enjoyment  which  every  contempla^ 
live  mind  muft  feel  in  retirement,  fibe 
had  leifure  to  compofe  her  agitated  fpirits 
and  meditate  with  gratitude  to  heaven  for 
her  many  providential  efcapes;  being  more 
that)  once  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  She  had 
not  been  but  two  months  in  the  country, 
on  a  vifit  with  Lady  Elizabeth,  before  her 
Lady  fhip  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  fonwho, 
immediately  upon  his  birth,  was  carried 
into  the  apartment  ofEuterpe,  and  received 
iis  her JiUure  god/on^  with  all  that  maternal 
Vol.  n.  B  tendernefs 
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tendcrhefs  ^\'hich  ihe  ever  after  evinced 
when  he  became  her  fon-in  law  ;  'but  little 
did    {he   then  think  that   fuch  an  event 
would  ever  take  place !    As  foon  as  Lady 
Elizabeth  was  able  to  fit  up,  the  young  in- 
fant was  chriftened,   to  which  ceremony 
moft  of  the  neighbouring  nobility  were 
invited.     Her  Ladyfliip,  who  never  en- 
joyed a  good  ftate  of  health  after  the  birth 
of  her  eldeft  fon,  grew  infinitely  worfe, 
and  died  a  few  months  after  her  laft  lying- 
in  of  an  internal  decay,  or  liver  complaint, 
at  the  age  of  only  t^irty-feven  !    As  foon 
as  Mr.  Tudor  had  paid  a  juft  tribute  to 
thofe  virtues   fhe  poflefled,  by  erefting 
a  monument  with   an  handfome  infcrip- 
tion  to  her  memory,  he  fet  out  for  Lon- 
don, leaving  his  four  children  under  the 
proteftion  of  EuteiT)e,  who  retired  with 
them  to  a  delightful  cottage,  clofe  to  the 
fea;  and  fiiuated  at  the  bottom  of  very 
high  rock&  which  Iheltered  them  entirely 
from  the  northeaft  winds ;  in  this  fweet 
folitude  did  fhe  employ  herfelf  for  many 
months,  during  the  abfencc  of  Mr.  Tudor, 
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in  ln(lru6ling  her  young  pupils,  who  made 
fo  great  a  progrefs  under  her  tuition,  as 
both  aftonifhed  and  delighted  Mr.  T,  on 
his  return  home.  His  efteem  for  Euterpe 
encreafed  daily,  and  heightened  the  good 
opinion  he  had  before  entertained  of  her, 
and  4s  fhe  had  given  fuch  inconteftable 
proofs  of  her  virtue  and  prudence  in  her 
virgin  ftate,  and  had  treated  his  children 
with  fo  much  tendernefs  as  made  them 
regard  her  as  a  mother,  he  was  refolved, 
as  foon  as  Agency  would  permit,  to  lead 
her  to  the  altar !  Thus  was  the  now 
happy  Euterpe  rewarded  for  having  pre-* 
ferved  her  innocence,  and  recompenced 
for  all  the  troubles  and  vexations  (he  had 
endured ;  and,  as  a  convincing  proof  that 
flie  continued  to  conduft  herfelf  with  un-- 
abating  affe£iion  and  prudence  towards 
her  hufband  and  his  children,  the  follow* 
ing  extraft  from  a  letter  her  hufband  re* 
ccived  ten  or  twelve  years  after  during 
his  refidence  on  the  Continent,  from  his 

eldeftfon,  then  an  Enfign  at  G -r,  will 

clearly  evince  f.     "  I  am  happy  to  hear 
B  2  "my 
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^  my  mother  (meaning  Mrs.  Tudor)  is 
•*  well,  after  travelling  fo  long  a  journey ; 
♦^  pray  affurc  her  of  my  tendered  love 
"  and  affection;  I  ihall  ever  be  bound 
•^  to  love  her  for  her  many  kindnefles 
•^  to  me,  exclufive  of  her  unparalleled 
'^  love  for  my  dear  father.'*  And  in  ano- 
ther, written  a  few  years  after  to  Mrs.  Tu- 
dor, he  fays,  "  Your  treatment,  dear  Ma- 
^  dam,  has  been  fuch  towards  me,  that 
*'  I  have  not  known  the  lofs  of  a  mo* 
««  thcr!'^ 

How  pleafing,  how  delightful,  muft 
thefe  refpeftful  and  afiPeflionate  exprelfions 
be  to  a  ftep-mother  from  the  child  of  a 
man  in  whom  was  centered  all  her  happi- 
nefs!  What  a  fweet  fatisfadion  to  an 
heart,  fraught  with  fenfibility,  to  find 
that  her  endeavours  to  procure  happinefs 
to  her  hufband  and  family  were  crowned 
with  fuccefs !  No  difference  did  (he 
make  in  any  one  refpeO:  betwixt  her  own 
and  her  children  in  law :  no  jealoufy  of 
courfe,  ever  fubfiftcd  between  them,  all 
lived  in  perfeft  harmony  with  each  other; 
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which  mud  ever  be  the  cafe  when  parents 
treat  their  children  impartially  !  But  ftill 
it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  this  felicitf 
could  continue  always  unchangeable! 
When  children  come  to  a  time  of  life  in 
which  they  wifh  to  throw  oflF  that  con* 
ftraint,  they  naturally  feel  themfelves  ua« 
der,  however  they  may  have  been  in- 
dulged, whilll  in  a  date  of  dependancy, 
they  are  eager  to  enjoy  their  full  liberty 
without  controul.  The  conduft  of 
daughters  feldom  vary  during  their  (ingle 
ftate,  whilft  under  the  watchful  eye  of  a 
careful  and  affectionate  parent;  but  it  is 
very  different  with  young  men,  who  muft 
neceffarily  be  educated  at  public  fchools, 
where  they  are  foon  weaned  from  every 
lender  fenfation,  particularly  towards  their 
mother;  and  wherein  they  frequently  im- 
bibe thofe  fentiments  which,  but  too  often, 
poifon  their  morals;  and  by  forming  an 
intimacy  with  others  of  vicious  difpofi- 
tions,  they  become  fo  ftrongly  tinged 
with  their  vices,  as  to  lofe  all  relifh  for 
any  thing  that  is  good ;  fo  true  it  is,  that 
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whilft  they  arc  ftudying  to  become  pro* 
ficients  in  learning,  their  hearts  they  often* 
times  become  corrupted,  fo  that  if  they 
do  not  poffefs  good  difpofitions,  or  ftudy 
thofe  authors,  from  whom  they  may  re- 
ceive fuch  inftruftions  as  will  ferve  to 
enlighten  their  minds,  they  will,  when 
they  launch  into  the  world,  fall  viftims  to 
their  own  unruly  paffions;  particularly 
thofe  who  are  not  brought  up  to  ahy  pro- 
feffion,  by  which  their .  minds  may  be 
kept  in  conftant  employ.  Thofe  of  rank 
and  fortune,  who  are  in  the  very  vortex 
of  Ton  and  Fafhion,  allow  themfelves  but 
little  time  to  think  of  any  thing  that  does 
pot  immediately  ferve 'to  indulge  their 
inclinations.  However,  there  are  fome 
vho  have  evinced  a  love  for  virtue, 
tjiough  they  have,  for  a  time,  from  affoci- 
ating  with  young  men  of  profligate  prin-. 
ciples,  been  led  to  deviate  from  its  laws, 
and  have  returned  back  from  the  intoxi- 
cating pleafures  of  the  world  to  a  fenfe 
of  honour  and  of  virtue.  Such  hopes  di4 
Mrs.  Tudor  nourilh  with  regard  to  a  once 
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Amiable  yoiith,  whom  (he  never  ceafed  td 
love^  though  (he  could  not  but  feverel/ 
lament  his  conduft ;  but  a  return  to  vir-» 
tue  is  never  to  be  difpaired  of,  unlefs 
the  feeds  of  vice  have  fo  ftrongly  impreg- 
nated the  foul's  deepeft  recefs,  as  to  ad- 
mit of  no  contrition  :  ^hen,  indeed,  all  is 
loft,  both  with  refpeft  to  this  world  and 
hereafter!  In  fhort,  there  is  but  little 
doubt  that  half  the  mifery  which  mankind 
endure,  and  above  half  the  misfortune^ 
which  happen  to  them,  uiay  be  placed  Id 
a  wrong  education.  Such,  indeed,  as  are 
born  with  weak  underftandings,  neither 
precept  or  example  can  efFeftually  im- 
prefs,  for  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  both 
men  and  women  who  have  been  remark- 
able for  their  virtues,  and  piety  towards 
God,  have  been  endued  with  a  ftrong  un- 
derftanding,  fpr  it  certainly  requires 
great  ftrength  of  mind  and  fortitude  to 
combat  with  the  paflions.  If  then  it  is 
fo  difficult  a  matter  for  a  wife  man  to  gain 
a  viftory  over  himfelf,  what  muft  be  the 
condition  of  a  weak  man  ?     It  is}  there^ 
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toTCy  of  the  firft  importance,  both   for 
the  temporal  and  fpiritual  welfare  of  both 
fexes,  that  they  (hould  be  well  inftruQed 
in  the  found  pradice  of  virtue  and  reli- 
gion, before    they  be    fuffered  to  enter 
into  any  profeflion   whatever!      It  is  a 
folly  to  fay,  there  is  not  in  every  fituation 
in  life,  time  for  inftru£ling  their  minds! 
This  negleft  is  not  for  want  of  leifure, 
but    inclination    and    method,    in  thofe 
whofe  bufipefs  and   duty  it  is  to  inftill 
right  principles  into  their  children,  pupils, 
or  apprentices !     What  a  train  of  evils 
proceed    from    the   want    of  this   care ! 
Surely  this  is  a  fubjeQ:  worthy  the  inter- 
ference of  the  legiflative  power !     There 
are  men  enough  to  be  found,  with  fpirit 
and  talents  to  conquer  nations,  but  where 
are  the  Chieftains  that  have  courage  to 
fight  with  as  much  alacrity   under   the 
banners  of  virtue  to  exterminate   vice? 
But  the  truth  is,  every  thing  in  this  world 
is  governed  by  that  tyrant  Fafliion !    The 
wife  and  the  fooUfb  equally  fubmit  to  its 
laws ;  therefore  we  have  only  to  wilh  that 
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viriue  may  become fajkionabk^  If  the  great 
and  powerful  were  all  to  unite  and  fet  the 
example,  not  only  in  their  own  perfons 
and  conduct,  but  by  a  determination  not 
to  admit  into  their  fociety  any  one  who  ha^ 
the  lead  flaw  in  their  character;  for 
oiherwife,  what  does  it  fignify,  if  a  woman 
of  exalted  rank  poflefles  the  moft  amiable 
qualities,  if  fhe  countenances  and  re« 
ceives  fuch  as  are  well  known  to  be  in- 
famous into  her  drawing  room  ?  Is  not 
this  an  encouragement  to  vice  ?  Can  we 
refpeft  fuch  a  woman,  though  fhe  may 
pofTefs  every  virtue  herfelf,  if  flieifmile? 
and  looks  benignly  upon  her  who  fhe  is 
well  affured  is  guilty  of  crimes  for  which 
fhe  merits  the  execrations  of  thofe  whom, 
with  their  families,  have  been  faCrificed 
for  her  vanity.  Strip  her  of  her  gaudy 
feathers,  and  fee  what  merit  fhe  poffefTes 
to  intitle  her  to  thefe  attentions ! !  Thefe 
may  be  thought  bold  truths,  but  being 
truth,  they  ought  to  be  ferioufly  confi* 
dered  by  thofe  who  have  fo  often  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  mifled;  and,  perhaps 
Vol.  II.  C  from 
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from  not  having  it  pointed  ou 

maturely  weighed  the  matter 

appear  to  thore  of  difcernme 

have  not  had  fufficient  courag 

the  avowal  of  an  opinion  thai 

offence.   But  it  is  a  falfe  fhamt 

of  fpeaking  or  writing  the  ti 

caufe   of  yihtue;  fuch  fear 

fervilc  mind;    eyery  indivi( 

and  upon  an  equality  as  to 

thought  i    and  therefore  eve 

the  fame  liberty  to  exprefs  hji 

if  they  tend  to  good  to  foe 

that    we   are  fo  arrogant  as 

that  thofe   truths    which   we 

point  out,  will  produce  any  k 

at  ion  in  thofe  who  have  for 

time  been  fo  accuftomed  to  ir 

felves  in  habits,  which  evei 

better  judgment  have  not  ei 

to  conquer  !     It  is  not  to  fu 

fume  to  offer  our  humble  ad 

the  young  unjurmed  minds  of  tl 

fieraiion,  to  whom  we  addrcl 

cation;  humbly  offering  oar 
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guide  them  into  the  path  of  virtue  and' 
honour,  and  prevent,  in  time,  their  being 
Contaminated  by  the  examples  of  the  vi- 
cious and  abandoned  of  both  fexes.  We 
think  it  a  duty  to  warn  them  of  the  danger 
of  imitating  thofe  profligate  charafters 
who  di (honour  their  own  nature:  more 
particularly,  as  fome  of  thefe  profane 
and  worthlefs  beings,  have  the  art  of 
pleadng,  and,  by  ^n  infinuating  addrefs^ 
and  flattering  tongue,  can  eafily  captivate 
and  draw  into  their  fnares  the  young  and 
unwary.  ,  Thofe  who  are  wicked  and  can 
make  themfelves  agreeable,  are  the  moft 
to  be  dreaded;  and  their  manners  may 
be  compared  to' a  fatal  poifon  concealed 
in  honey  !  It  is  fuch  who  endeavour  to 
corrupt  the  hearts  of  the  credulous  and 
unfufpicious !  If  w^  can  guard  but  one 
from  falling  into  thofe  follies  and  vices 
by  which  youth  and  innocence  are  in 
danger  of  being  both  miferable  here  as 
well  as  hereafter,  tjie  faving  that  one  from 
ruin,  will  be  to  us  a  noble  recompence ! 
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CHAP.     XXVII. 

MH.  AND  MRS.  TUDOR  PROPOSE  TO  SET 
OCT  FOR  THE  CONTINENT.  LADY  D.  B. 
SIGNIFIES  /HER  WISH  OF  MAKING  A 
PURCHASE    OF    FELIX    COTTAGE. 

MR.  Tudor  being  advifed  to  travel 
for  a  billious  complaint,  to  which 
he  had  long  been  a  martyr,  he  fold  his 
commiffion,  with  an  intention  of  refiding 
either  in  France  or  Italy.  Lady  D.  B.  to 
whom  he  mentioned  hi^  intentions,  en- 
treated  him  to  favour  her  with  the  refufal 
of  his  delightful  cottage,  if  he  intended 
to  part  with  it;  to  which  he  politely  re- 
plied, that  if  he  fold  it  at  all,  her  La- 
dylhip  fliould,  moft  certainly,  have  the 
preference ;  and  begged  of  her  to  name 
a  day  when  fhe  would  do  him  the  honour 
to  dine  with  him  and  Mrs.  Tudor.  I  (hall 
be  happy  (replied  her  Ladyfhip)  to  wait 
upon  Mrs.  Tudor  whom  I  have  not  feen 

fince 
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fmce  her  marriage,  but  who,  I  am  in- 
formed, continues  to  conduQ:  her felf  with 
that  prudence  for  which  fhe  gained  fuch 
great  reputation  while  (he  was  fingle;  and 
yet,  to  fhew  the  ill  nature  and  cenfori- 
oufnefs  of  the  world,  fhe  was  not  without 
her  enemies,  among  whom  was  one  of  her 
own  family,  who  never  forgave  her  leav- 
ing her  father's  houfe,  and  more  particu- 
larly her  appearing  in  public  ! — Your  La- 
dyfhip  cannot  but  know,  faid  Mr.  T.  that 
his  reafons  for  being  angry  with  Euterpe 
arofe  from  a  falfe  pride,  for  I  am  well  aware, 
from  what  I  have  heard  him  drop  in  con- 
verfation,  he   would  have   much  rather 

have  feen  hi^  n the  miftrefs  of  a  no- 

hleman^  than  fhe  fhould  have  fo  dijhonoured 
his  family  by  exerting  her  talents  to  pre- 
ferve  her  innocence  !  "  Come,  come,** 
fays  Lady  B.  fmiling,  "  you  are  a  little 
"  too  fatirical  upon  the  learned  gentle- 
*^  man,  who  certainly,  though  wrong  in 
"  that  point,  is  a  man  of  excellent  cha- 
*'  rafter,  a  good  hufband  and  an  indul- 
*^  gent  father;  but  the  wifeft  fometimes 

"  arc 
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♦^  are  too  apt  to  fuffer  their  judgment  to 
**  be  biaffed  by  prejudice,  and  we  all 
"  know  that  prejudice  too  often  governs 
^  our  reafon ;  it  is  a  weaknefs  to  which 
•*  human  nature  is  too  frequently  liable," 
— "  And  pray,  Madam,  after  all,"  faid 
Mr.  T.  "  to  keep  up  your  Lady  (hip's  ar- 
*^  gument^  can  it  be  any  thing  but  a  xoeal 
**  prejudice,  affifted  by  a  wrong  headed 
*^  pride  that  fhould  think  a  young  woman 
^*  culpable  for  endeavouring  to  gain  a 
♦^  fubfiftence  by  her  talents,  provided  flic 
"  conducts  herfelf  with  modefty,  pru- 
•*  dence  and  propriety?  Is  there  any 
"  difference,  at  leaft  I  fee  none,  between 
*^  a  young  woman  finging,  painting,  or 
^*  afting  for  a  livelihood,  and  a  lawyer,  a 
**  phyfician,  or  a  man  either  in  the  army 
^*  or  navy,  earning  their  bread  by  their 
^^  taknis  and  abilities  ?  It  fcems  to  me 
"  that  the  difgrace  which  a  young  womaa 
*'  incurs  by  publicly  exerting  any  of  the 
**  above  talents  is  being  paid  for  it !  For 
"  what  does  flie  do,  that  appears  fo  cri- 
"  minal,  but  exercife  more  publicly  in- 

'^  deed 
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**  dted,  thofe  very  elegant  accoiinpiifh- 
*'  ments,  that  perfons  of  the  very  higheft 
"  rank  are  fo  very  anxious  to  attain  for 
"  their  Own  and  their  friends  amufement? 
^  Why  fhould  it  be  looked  upon  as  a 
"  greater  difgrace  for  a  woman  to  earn  a 
^^  living  by  her  talents  than  a  man  ?  When 
"  the  fubjeft  is  ferioufly  confidercd,  it 
•*  is  fo  very  abfurd  that  it  deferves  the 
"  Utmoft  ridicule :  for  my  part  I  am  of 
**  this  opinion,  that  if  young  women  were 
**  well  educated  and  were  taught  to  becomei 
**  froficierUs  in  whatever  aft  or  fciencc  they 
"  might  have  an  inclination  to  ftudy, 
**  there  would  not  be  fo  many  unhappy 
**  girls  on  the  town,  who  are  too  gerUeelji 
•*  brought  up  to  get  their  bread  any  other 
**  way  than  that  which  their  misfortunes 
*•  have  kd  ihem  to !  It  is  true  they  are 
**  taught  at  fchool  a  great  many  fine  ac- 
"  complifhmcnts  in  which  they  are  often 
**  fo  very  fuperficial  that  they  only  ferve, 
"  pour  paffer  le  terns,  I  know  from  my 
*^  own  knowledge  a  young  woman,  upoii 
**  whofc  education  her  uncle  has   fpent 

*•  feven 
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"  then  left  her  in  a  pregnant  ftate,  and  to 
"  thofe  bitter'reflcftions  which  have  near- 
"  ly  brought  her  to  Ae  ftate  of  a  maniac  I 
*'  Her  uncle  turned  her  out  of  doors  whfcn 
**  (he  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  and  in  that 
**  condition  without  money,  food  or  rai- 
<*  ment,  (he  is  nearly  upc^n  the  brink  of 
**  peri(hing,  with  a  young  infant  at  her 
**  breaft;  now  this  unhappy  young  wo- 
"  man,  though  (he  was  taught  the  French 
^  language,  is  not  able  to  pronounce  a 
**  (ingle  fentencc!  Though  (he  learnt 
**  to  write,  I  have  feen  a  letter  written 
*'  with  her  own  hand  that  has  fcarcely 
^  one  word  properly  fpelt!  She  alfo 
**  learnt  to  draw,  in  which  art  (he  is 
•*  equally  competent;  and  as  for  mufic, 
"  flie  can  only  play  a  few  tunes  without 
"the  leaft  knowledge  of  thorough  bafs; 
"  and  fo  on  in  every  thing  elfe  (he  was 
"  taught!  Now,  Madam,  if  this  unfor- 
"  tunate  young  woman  had  excelled  in 
"  any  one  of  thefe  polite  arts,  could  (he 
"  not  have  gained  an  handfome  liveli- 
**  hood,  though  it  might,  (in  the  eyes  of 
Vol.  II.  D  ''  fomc 
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"  fome  people)  haye  caft  dilhonour  upon 
"  her  genteel  relations  ?" — "  What  you 
"  Tay,"  replied  La^y  B.  "  is  certainly 
"  true,  and  I  really  believe  that  half  the 
^'  young  women  owe  their  misfortunes 
*'  through  life,  to  a  wrong  management 
"  in  the  parent,  and  the  fhameful  negleft 
"  of  the  fchools  :  I  know  an  inftance  my- 
'^  feif  of  a  fhoemaker's  daughter,  falling 
*'  a  viftim  to  her  father's  egregious  folly, 
"  and  her  own  confummate  vanity,  by  be- 
^^  ing  educated  at  a  great  boarding  fchool, 
"  in  a  manner  far  fupcrior  to  the  line  of 
**  life  fhe  ought  to  have  been  bred  to; 
"  which  fo  puffed  up  the  filly  girl  that 
**  when  fhe  came  home,  Ihe  was  much  too 
*'  fine  a  lady  to  be  of  the  leaft  ufe  to  her 
"  own  family,  and  as  you  juftly  obferved, 
"  fhe  was  not  proficient  enough  in  any 
••  thing  fhe  had  learned  to  enable  her  to 
**  get  her  bread:  the  confequence  was,  that 
*'  fhe  was  very  foon  after  in  a  very  difgrace- 
"  ful  and  deplorable  fituation ;  fo  that  I 
"  fear,  in  a  fhort  time,  her  exit  will  parody 
"  the  defcription  which  Gay  has  given  of 

*^  a  ruined 
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^'  a  ruined  and  contanMnated  virgin  in  his 
^  Opera,  which,  whilft  cloathed  with  in- 
"  nocence,  is  a  fair  flower  in  its  luftre, 
**  but  when  once  defiled,  rots,  ftinks,  and 
"  dies,  and  is  trod  under  foot !  I  hap- 
*^  pened  by  accident  to  fee  this  unfortu- 
"  nate  girl  when  I  was  at  Bath,  and  re- 
"  turning  one  morning  from  the  Pump-^ 
"  room,  I  paffed  a  flioemaker's  fliop,  and 
*'  feeing  the  name  of  the  man  I  employed 
*'  over  the  door,  I  walked  into  the  fliop, 
"  which  was  fo  intolerably  dirty,  that  I 
^^  was  coming  out  again,  when  I  perceived 
'*  a  very  pretty  woman  fo  elegantly 
*«  drefled,  that  I  thought  flie  might  be  a 
*^  cuftomer  come  to  order  fhoes,  and  was 
"  furprifed  to  fee  that  fhe  had  on  neither 
*'  bonnet  or  cloak ;  but  I  was  prefently 
*'  undeceived  upon  her  accofting  me 
'*  with,  pray.  Madam,  what  is  it  you 
"  would  pleafe  to  have  ?  I  replied,  I 
"  wilhed  to  fpeak  With  the  mailer  of 
"  the  fhop,  who  had  my  orders  for  a 
**  pair  of  flioes;  to  which  fhe  anfwer- 
.*^  ed,  that  her  papa  was  not  at  home, 
D  2  '?  but 
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**  but  was  cxpefted  in  every  minute,  and 
««  begged  I  would  walk  into  the  parlour, 
"  with  which  requeft  I  immediately  com- 
"  plied;  when  fhe,  with  great  civility, 
*'  (hewed  me  into  a  little  dark  room,  not 
*'  much  cleaner  than  the  fhop,  and  where 
*«  I  feated  myfelf  in  one  corner  of  it,  to 
*'  contemplate  the  two  objefts  which  prc- 
"  fented  themfelves  to  my  view;  the 
*'  above  mentioned  young  Lady^  who  by 
"  her  drefs  and  manner  I  took  at  firft  for 
^*  a  girl  of  fome  fafliion,  and  a  poor  little 
"  ragged  girl  with  a  dirty  face,  and  fo 
"  dcjefled  a  countenance,  that  I  could 
"  not  help  feeling  fome  compafEon  for 
«'  her,  Handing  by  the  fire  fide  fkimming 
"  the  pot ;  and  whom  I  really  imagined 
"  they  had  taken  out  of  charity.  I  had, 
"  indeed,  put  my  hand  in  my  pocket  with 
"  an  intention  to  have  offered  her  a  trifle 
"  to  buy  her  a  top-knot,  when  the  (hop-* 
^*  boy  called  out  to  the  young  Lady  to 
fpeak  to  a  cuftomer.  I  then  took  oc- 
cafion  to  fpeak  to  this  little  wretched 
objecl,  faying,  fo  my  little  maid,  how 

"  long 
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"  long  have  you  lived  with  Mr.  H.  ? — 
"  '  laws^  mam^'  faid  the  girl,  '  I  was  bom 
"  here  !' — What,  faid  I,  are  you  then  any 
"  relation  to  him  ? — The  poor  girl  feetned 
"  at  that  queftion,  much  confufed,  co- 
"  loured,  and  in  a  faultering  voice,  faid 
"  No  !     At  this  inftant  Mr.  H.  came  in, 
"  and  when  I  had  done  fpeaking  to  him 
^^  about    my   fhoes,  I  went  home,  and 
"  mentioned    the    circumftancc    to   my 
"  landlady,  who  told  me,  that  the  poor- 
''  ragged  girl   I  had  feen  was  the  flioe- 
*'  maker's  youngeft   daughter,  but  was 
"  ordered  never  to  call  her  father  any 
*'  thing  but  Matter !    That  the  poor  thing 
"  was  never  taught  to  read,  and  fcarcely 
"  was  ever  fuffered  to  go  out  of  doors, 
^^  having  no  cloaths   fit    to    appear  in, 
^^  whilft   his    impudent    pert   fine  Lady 
<<  Daughter,    faid    fhe,    is     continually 
^^  flaunting  about,  and  will  not  deign  to 
"  do  any  thing  in   the  houfe,  but  com- 
"  mands  her  poor  difconfolate  fitter  to 
"  obey  her  in  every  thing  ftie  requires  to 
^^  be  dpne,  and  treats  her  as  if  flie  were 

"  a  flave ! 
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**  a  flave ! — This  account  made  my  heart 
^*  ach,  and  I  felt  impatient  to  fee  the 
"  father,  that  I  might  reproach  him  for 
*'  his  partiality,  and  the  unjuft  difference 
**  he  made  betwixt  his  own  children  who 
*'  were  equally  intitled  to  his  parental 
'*  regard.  The  next  day  he  came,  when 
*'  I  told  him,  I  was  very  much  hurt  to 
**  perceive  he  made  fo  great  a  diftinftion 
*'  betwixt  his  own  two  daughters,  as  one 
"  was  dreffed  as  much  too  fine  for  her 
^'  fituation,  as  the  other  was  too  mean, 
*♦  being  fo  exceedingly  ragged  and  dirty, 
**  that  I  really  took  her  for  a  poor  found- 
**  ling,  whom  he  had  taken  out  of  cha- 
^'  rity  !  He  aCked  me,  with  fome  con- 
*^  fufion,  if  the  girl  had  told  me  that  flie 
*f  was  his  daughter? — No,  faid  I,  the 
"  miftrefs  of  this  houfe  informed  me  fhe 
"  was ;  at  which  he  looked  very  much 
**  confounded,  and  then  faid  in  a  ftam- 
"  mering  voice,  why.  Madam,  I  confefs 
*♦  that  my  youngeft  girl  does  not  look  as 
"  if  (he  belonged  to  my  eldeft  daughter, 
*^  who  moft  farienly  has  had  greatly  the 

**  vantage 
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«*  vantage  over  her  filler,  as  (lie  has  been  . 
'*  brought  up  in  much  the  genteckjlefl  man- 
*'  ner  at  a  great  boarding-fchool  in  this 
''*  town,  where  all  our  firft-rate  gentry  are 
^'  edecatcd;  and  I  ajfurcs  your  Ladyfliip^ 
*'  that  your  Ladyfhip  would  be  quite 
'*  charmed,  was  you  but  to  hear  as  how 
''  fhe  fings  and  companies  herfelf  upon  a 
"  little  fpinet  which  I  bought  for  her 
**  at  an  auHion^  and  after  my  work  is 
*'  done  in  an  evening,  I  takes  my  pot  of 
"  porter  and  enjoys  myfelf  whilft  my 
"  dear  girl  fings  to  me  like  a  little  Syrian^ 
'*  and  well  does  I  defervc  the  enter- 
"  tainment  fhe  gives  me,  for  I  have  paid 
a  power  of  money  for  her  edecation  and 
I  works  very  hard  to  maintain  this  laf* 

genteely  ! I   fuppofe,  faid   I,  you 

can  give  your  daughter  a  pretty  for- 
tune then,  Mr*  H*  ? — O  no,  my  Lady^ 
faid  he,  I  can  only,  God  help  me,  make 
fcarcely  both  ends  meet,  for  I  denies 
*'  myfelf  much  for  to  give  her  fo  nice  an 
"  edecation^  and  to  drcfs  her  like  a  gentle- 
"  woman,  fo  that  I  les^  as  I  may  fay,  ra- 
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"  ther  behind  hand. — Then,  as  you  have 
*^  given  her  fo  good  an  education,  faid  I, 
"  I  fuppofe  {he  is  thoroughly  qualified 
•^  to  teach  mufic,  drawing,  or  be  a  teacher 
'5  at  a  boarding-fchool  ? — That  I  am  fure, 
*'  {he  won't,  faid  he,  nor  do  I  think  fhe 
"  knows  enough  of  mufic  or  any  thing 
"  elfe  to  be  able  to  learn  others  thoffhe 
''  knows  enough  to  amufe  herfelf  and 
**  friends. — ^Then,  fays  I,  what  is  it,  Mr. 
H.  you  propofe  {he  {hould  do? — Why 
nothing  at  all,  my  Lady,  kowfevtrj  at 
•'  prefent,  for  I  hope  {he  will  get  foon 
'*  married,  as  {he  is  fo  complijkcd^  for  I  am 
*'  fure  {he  is  much  too  high  in  her  notions 
"  to  get  her  bread  in  any  manner  what- 
"  foever  !— Then,  Mr.  H.  faid  I,  (lofing 
**  all  patience  with  the  fooli{h  fellow,)  I 
"  am  fure  you  will  rue  the  day  that  you 
*'  ever  fent  your  daughter 'to  a  boarding- 
*'  fchool  to  fill  her  mind  only  witli  ideas 
**  far  above  her  {lation,  and  the  fchool 
"  you  put  her  to,  I  know  is  a  very  gen- 
**  teel  one. — To  b^  fure  it  is,  interrupted 
"  the  {hoemaker,  or  IJhtid  not  a  put  her 
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"  there; — and  ii  is  ilfa  a  \nciy  cTpcnfive 
"  c>iie;~«ye^  ihat  I  knnws  m  my  collf 
•*  fajd  Milter  Striip; — and  where,  comi- 
^^  nucd  I,  the  was  ireated  upon  an  equal 
"  fcioiing  lo  ibofc  young  ladies  who  have 
**  mnk  and  fortune  ^  therefore  I  tell  you 
•*  againi  your  bringing  her  up  in  that  ftylc 
**  of  elegance  will  be  her  utter  ruin,  un- 
•*  lefs  you  could  have  cither  given  her  a 
**  fortune^  or  have  taken  care  thai  (he 
*'  Oiould  have  been  fa  well  in  ft  ru  tied  in 
**  any  one  particular  branch  as  to  have 
•*  been  able  to  have  procured  for  her  (elf 
**  a  fiiainlenance^  for  you  may  be  aJTurcd, 
**  flic  will  not  long  employ  hi^r  talents, 
**  fmall  as  ihcy  may  be,  in  jufl:  amufiug 
"  jwu  over  your  pot  of  porter,  nor  will 
**  fhe  be  able  lo  fpend  her  lime  with  your 
^'  yn fortunate  daughter^  whO|  from  your 
**  own  cruel  negled,  muR  appear  dirgult* 
**  ful  to  her,  after  hdving  aJfociatcd  with 
"  gulu  of  diftintlion  ^  you  may,  thcfcfore^ 
"  take  it  for  granted  what  1  (iiy,  that  you 
**  will  very  ftiordy  rue  ill  The  poor 
VoL.IL  E  **foolilli 
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^  foolifh  fellow  looked  very  much  cmi» 
'^  fiifed,  and  flood  for  a  while  agknil,  md 
"  ihcn  fnceltcd  off  rather  ajhamcd*  la 
^  a  very  few  weeks  afiefj  I  heard  ibi 
»  this  fine  accompliihcd  Mifs  wii  fc- 
^'  duced  by  a  low  {hopmaji  in  ibc  lovnt 
^'  and  now  is  become  a  common  proQu 
**  luieP*  The  convcrfauoii  thyi  coded, 
Mr.  Tudor  look  leave  of  ihe  DowAg^tr 
Lady  fi.  who  promifed  to  dine  it  Felts 
Cotuge  ihe  next  day. 


CHAl 
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CHAP.    XXVIII. 

MORAL  REFLECTtONS  ON  THE  LAST  TO- 
PIC OF  CONVERSATION.  LADY  DOW- 
AGER B.  DINES  WITH  MR.  AND  MRS. 
TUDOR  AT  FELIX  COTTAGE.  A  DE- 
SCRIPTION OF  THAT  PEACEFUL  AND 
MOST  DELIGHTFUL  ABODE;  AND  THE 
MANNER  IN  WHICH  HER  LADYSHIP  WAS 
ENTERTAINED    THERE. 

THE  conyerfation  which  had  pafled 
between  Lady  B.  and  Mr.  T. 
tempts  us  again  to  repeat  (and  truths  of 
fuch  importance  to  the  welfare  of  fociety 
cannot  be  too  often,  repeated)  that  the  de- 
pravity of  the  age,  the  crimes  that  are 
committed,  the  infidelities  in  the  married 
ftate,  with  a  long  train  of  evils  which 
would  fill  a  volume  to  recite,  are  all  ow- 
ing, or  at  lead  nine  times  in  ten,  to  a 
wrong  education.  For,  with  the  utmoft 
£  2  candouf 
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candour  and  impartiality  we  will  venture 
to  pronounce,  that  it  is  owing  to  the  neg- 
le6ting  the  morals  of  the  girls  whilft  at 
boarding-fchools,  and  the  indifcretion  of 
permitting  them  to  herd  together  in  pri- 
vate,   particularly    at    thofe   hours  they 
ought  to  be  at  reft,  is  the  true  caufe  of  fo 
much  mifery  and  wretchednefs  to  which 
young  people  are  daily  known  to  be  fub- 
jcft  both  before  and  after  marriage  !    We 
do  not  doubt,  but  every  miftrefs  of  a 
^boarding.fchool,  who  may  happen  to  fee 
thefe  pages,  will  be  violently  irritated  by 
fuch  an  affertion,  as  it  may  confequently 
deprive  them  of  fome  fcholars :  we,  there- 
fore, confefs  it  gives  us  the  utmoft  con- 
cern to  find  ourfelves  under  the  painful 
necefSty  of  fpeaking  againft  the  intereft 
of  one  fet  oFindividuals,  at  the  fame  time 
we  are  endeavouring  to  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  welfare  of  another  !     But  thus 
it   is,  with    every   circumftance   of  life, 
good  and  evil  generally  come  in  at  the 
fame  door,  for  whatever  is  againft  the  in- 
tereft of  one  party,  muft  of  courfe  tend 

to 
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Id  the  advantage  of  the  other !  But  it  h 
contrary  to  our  fixed  plan,  to  'withhold 
truths;  for  we  are  neither  afluated  by 
malice  or  partiality,  or  afraid  of  giving 
offence  to  any  fet  of  people,  becaufe  they 
are  intereJUd  in  its  not  being  divulged^  but 
which  every  parent  ought  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with,  to  prevent  in  future,  thofc 
pernicious  confequences,  the  dreadful  cf- 
feAs  of  which,  are  fo  often,  and  fo  fe- 
verely  felt,  whilft  the  caufe  is  concealed, 
or  not  fo  much  as  fufpefted !  If  this  af- 
fertion  arofe  only  from  imagination,  pre- 
judice,  or  any  finifter  views,  the  truth 
might  be  doubted,  but  "  facts  are  ftub- 
**  born  things  !"  We  approve  highly  of 
fchools  j^roj^^/y  managied,  as  they  are  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  fuch  as  have  not 
abilities  to  educate  their  own  children, 
or  from  any  other  caufe,  but  then  it  is 
day.fchools  only,  that  are  entirely  fafc, 
when  the  light  of  Heaven  fhinesfuU  upon 
all  their  afiions;  the  dangers  we  hint  at, 
are  owing  to  thofe  tranfaftions  which  fo 
frequently   happen    between   the  felting 

and 
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and  rifing  fuii !  But  if  girls  above  th^ 
age  of  ten  mud  be  placed  at  a  boarding- 
fchool,  and  muft  be  unfortunately  fepa- 
rated  from  their  parents  at  night,  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  a  feparate  bed-room, 
A  recent  inftance  of  the  efFefts  of  board, 
ing-fchool  education  we  can  only  hint  at : 
a  young  and  beautiful  woman,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  or  twenty,  fell  a  facrificc  to 
paflions  which  had  been  very  early  ex- 
cited in  the  place  of  her  education.  The 
lofs  of  virtue  followed,  remorfe  and  de- 
fpair  fucceeded,  and  this  fad  progrefs 
ended  in  fuicide ! !  Shudder  ye  thought- 
lefs  parents  and  negligent  teachers  and 
inllru6tor$  of  this  poor  loft  young  wo- 
man !  But  what  have  they  to  expeQ  will  be 
their  fate,  who  have  been  the  fole  caufe 
of  this  rafh  adion  ?  Ignorant  parents, 
for  fuch  was  this  poor  young  creature's 
misfortune  to  have,  cannot,  it  is  true,  help 
their  ignorance,  and  from  a  confciouf* 
nefs  of  their  own  inability  to  inftruft  her 
themfelves,  were  under  the  neceflSty  of 
fending  her  to   a    boarding-fchool   near 
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I  where  Uicy  cancloiled  the  gover- 
t%th  and  teachers  were  amptitni  to  the 
imponant  Ufk  they  Ivdd  undertakefi ;  io 
far  they  were  cxcufable,  but  ihcy  were 
like  wife  in  H  rumen  ul  by  their  own  filty 
condufl  CO  the  mbroriunes  of  this  un* 
happy  girl,  by  leaving  her  at  the  age  of 
fifieen  ar  ftxieciii  after  Ibe  came  home 
from  fchaol,  ta  the  care  of  an  ignorant 
maid  fervaat,  wbiHL  they  (lept  every  night 
at  a  lodging  they  had  a  liiilc  way  out  of 
town!  The  confequencc  wa««  their 
daughter  ufcd  lo  (lay  out  very  laic  at 
ntghtf  and  frequently,  if  (be  bad  been  at 
a  dance^  did  not  come  home  till  break  of 
dayt  Thus,  Hie  was  foon  initiated  into 
thofe  vicc$,  for  which  fhe  had  imiiicd  an 
ioclinaiion  at  the  boarding  fchool,  and 
before  Oie  had  attained  the  age  of  nine* 
teen,  {he  was  undone.  This  i^  &nt  fatal 
indance,  owing  to  the  negligence  of 
parenti  and  fchool -mj fire (Tes,  which  has 
happened  within  our  own  knowledge  i 
but,  how  many  other  poor  abandoned 
wretches  are  there  at  ihii  in  Bant,  who 

were 
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were  once  innocent,  amiable  and  lovely^ 
and  whofe  innocence  has  been  betrayed 
from  the  want  of  care  and  prudence  in 
thofe,  who  ought  to  have  guarded  them 
from  harm!  Surely,  fuch  parents  are 
infinitely  inferior  to  the  brute  creation  ; 
for  even  they^  with  the  utmoft  tendemefs 
and  anxious  care,  watch  diligently  over 
their  young;  and  fhall  the  human  fpecies, 
particularly  womariy  poffefs  lefs  feeling 
for  her  offspring  ?  No  doubt,  from  what 
has  been  faid  on  this  Tcry  interefting 
fubje£l,  that  more  attention  will  be  paid| 
in  future,  to  what  we  have  hinted  ai  above, 
by  thofe  parents,  who  may  probably  pe- 
rufe  thefe  pages ;  as  it  may  happily  prove 
the  means  of  awakening  their  attention  to 
a  matter,  which  may  be  the  fource  of  in- 
finite confequence  to  the  welfare  of  their 
children,  fiut  as  this  can  only  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  a  very  few,  we  have  only  to 
lament  that  there  is  not  fome  method 
adopted  which  might  tend  to  ftop  the 
progrefs  of  a  vice  imbibed  in  early  in- 
fancy !     It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  parents 
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in  general  are  very  fond  of  placing  their 
children  at  thofe  fchools  where  there  is 
a  great  number  of  fcholars,  not  confider- 
ing  the  more  there  are,  the  lefs  they  are 
taught!  for  inftance,  a  mufic  mafter  ge- 
nerally attends  twice  a  week,  when  it  is 
impoflible  for  him  to  allow  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  with  each  fcholar : 
drawing  and  other  matters  are  in  the  fame 
predicament;  and  as  to  the  French  lan- 
guage, it  is  generally  taught  in  a  very  fu- 
perficial  manner,  and  at  a  great  expence. 
That  is  not  all,  they  do  not  always  return 
home  quite  as  innocent  as  when  they  were 
foftered  under  the  wing  of  their  own  pa- 
rents !  It  is  infinitely  better  to  remain 
v/ntmight^  than  to  learn  evil!  Let  thofe  who 
can  afford  it  have  always  an  inftruflorefs 
who  has  been  well  brought  up,  and  of  a 
religious  turn,  in  their  own  houfe;  and 
thofe  who  cannot  conveniently  have  fuch 
a  perfon,  may  find  women  of  fenfe  and 
accomplifhments  who  really  have  been 
well  educated^  where  their  children  would 
have  juftice  done  them;  and  where  there 
Vol.  II.  F  arc 
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arc;  but  a  very  few  in  number^  and  with 
fuch  a  woman  they  not  only  would  retain 
their  primitive  innocence,  but  would  be 
more  perfeftly  taught  thofc  accomplifh- 
mcnts  proper  for  their  ftation  in  life* 
Much  more  might  be  faid  on  a  fubjeft  of 
fuch  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of 
fociety  in  general,  for  as  men  in  all  ages, 
even  the  wifeft,  have  ever  been  influ- 
enced by  women,  it  is  of  infinite  confe- 
quence  that  women  fliould  be  rendered 
worthy  of  that  power  which  nature  feems 
to  have  allotted  them.  Whilft  women  de- 
viate  from  the  path  of  virtue  to  that 
alarming  degree  as  they  now  do,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  the  men  are  libertines.  We 
will  here  introduce  an  opinion  we  gave  on 
a  former  occafion :  if  men  are  immoral, 
'tis  becaufe  they  find  women  are  profli- 
gate. For  wherever  the  women  have 
been  renowned  for  their  virtue,  modeily 
and  referved  conduft,  the  men  have  been 
equally  remarkable  for  honour  and  pro- 
bity. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Tudor,  on  his  return  home  to  his 
cottage,  having  informed  Mrs.  Tudor,  that 
Lady  D.  B.  intencied  to  honour  them  with 
her  company  next  day  to  dinner,  Mrs.  T. 
was  careful  that  nothing  (hould  be  wanting 
on  fur  part  that  could  contribute  to  the  en- 
tertainment* of  her  noble  gueft,  for  whom 
flie  always  felt  the  higheft  refpeft.  As  the 
cottage  was  allowed  by  every  one  who 
had  feen  it  to  be  one  of  the  prettieft  ha- 
bitations of  the  kind  that  ever  was  made, 
it  may  afford  fome  entertainment  to  the 
reaoer  to  perufe  a  defcription  of  it,  which 
will  not  be  the  lead  exaggerated,  although 
it  may  appear  to  be  fomewhat  ro^nantic  ! 
It  was  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a  craggy 
mountain,  fupported  by  rocks  of  different 
hue  floping  towards  a  natural  terrace  of 
nearly  a  mile  long,  and  within  a  bow- 
fprit's  length  of  the  main  ocean;  the  rea- 
fon  for  afcertaining  it  to  be  precifely  that 
diftance,  arofe  from  a  laughable  circum^ 
ftance.  The  inhabitants  of  the  cottage 
being  very  much  alarmed  early  one  morn- 
ing on  feeing  a  large  Dutch  (hip  of  war, 
F  2      '  lying 
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lying  clofc  to  the  cottage  with  the  end  of 
her  bowfprit  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
garden !  nor  was  fte  able  to  be  got  clear 
off  till  it  was  high  water.  The  entrance 
to  the  cottage  was  through  a  very  large 
arch  built  with  ftones,  taken  from  among 
the  rocks  at  low  water,  many  of  which 
were  of  fuch  a  fize  that  it  required  no  lefs 
than  ten  men  to  lift  one  of  them.  Be- 
tween the  rock  and  the  margin  of  the  fea 
was  a  moft  beautiful  green  fod  that  both 
in  fummer  and  winter  had  the  appearance 
of  rich  velvet;  upon  this  fod  grew  many 
a  purple  thiftle,  and  alfo  the  eringo,  or 
fea  holly.  When  the  arch  was  firft  built, 
a  large  quantity  of  fhingle  or  fmall  peb- 
bles were  fprinkled  on  the  mortar  whilft 
it  was  wet,  mixed  with  fmall  pieces  of 
looking-glafs  and  talc,  which  made>  when 
the  fun  {hone,  a  very  brilliant  appear- 
ance. With  thefe  were  alfo  intermixed 
fmall  bunches  of  pinks,  double-wall  and 
gilliflowers  which  greatly  enriched  it,  and 
greatly  added  to  its  beauty.  From  this 
arch  was  a  ferpentine  walk,  that  led  up  to 
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the  cottage  by  a  gentle  afcent,  planted  on 
each  fide  with  aromatic  fhrubs.  Over 
the  cottage  door  a  fmall  arch  w  as  turned 
which  was  covered  with  woodbines,  and 
branches  of  the  vine,  that  fpread  itfelf 
with  great  luxuriancy  over  great  part 
of  the  cottage  ;  in  front  of  which,  was  a 
large  window  (haded  with  apricot  branches 
on  one  fide,  and  vines  on  the  other; 
the  room  to  which  this  window  belonged 
was  called  the  India  parlour,  being  en- 
tirely hung  with  India  paper,  and  fur- 
niihed  with  chintz  :  over  this  room,  which 
jutted  out  from  the  main  building,  was  a 
flat  roof  of  lead,  over  which  was  a  tar- 
pauling,  whereon  was  placed  fome  garden 
chairs,  the  whole  roof  being  Iheltered  by 
a  green  painted  awning ;  from  this  roof 
there  was  an  cxteniive  view  of  the  fea, 
which  exhibited  a  mod  piclurefquc  fcene, 
from  the  infinite  number  of  veffcls  hourly 
paffingtoandfro'ofevcr\'defcription,from 
a  man  of  war  down  to  a  fifhing  boat ;  and 
the  {etting  of  the  fun  afibrded  fuch  a  re* 
fplcodcnt  Ipeftacle  a5  ii  beyond  the  power 
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of  language  to  defcribe.  No  one  can 
have  any  conception  of  the  grandeur  of 
the  fetting  of  that  beautiful  luminary  that 
fees  it  only  in  land,  for  the  fea  glitters  for 
a  confiderable  diftance  around  it,  as  if  it 
were  on  fire,  when  it  feems  to  fink  ma- 
jeftically  into  the  ocean !  The  entrance 
to  this  roof  was  by  a  fmall  door  which 
opened  from  an  inner  room  under  the 
thatch.  In  the  garden  was  a  recefs  ad- 
joining the  cottage)  about  twelve  feet  in 
breadth  and  fix  in  depth,  ornamented  with 
(hell  work,  and  in  which  the  fpreading 
vines  were  fantaftically  twined  about  the 
lattice  work  againft  the  wall :  this  recefs 
poffeifed  the  charafter  o{  LAUegro^  a  fmall 
well  executed  figure  being  placed  in  a 
nich  in  the  wall  reprefenting  **  Laughter 
*^  holding  both  his  Jidts'^  At  the  entrance 
of  the  recefs  was  placed  a  fine  figure  in 
lead,  the  fize  of  a  boy  of  fourteen,  in  a 
ruftic  habit,  playing  on  the  tabor  and 
pipe,  which  was  coloured  after  nature. 
Farther  on  was  an  hermit's  celladjdiniog 
to  a  recefs,  which  bore  the  charader  of 
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Ilptnferofo^  from  which  "a  ticket  opened 
into  a  cell  where  fat  at  a  table  a  figure 
reprefenting  an  hermit,  the  head  and 
hand^  of  which  were  finely  modelled  in 
wax.  It  was  dreffed  in  a  long  brOwn 
cloth  habit  tyed  round  the  waift  with  a 
cord,  from  which  hung  his  chaplet;  his 
hoary  beard  was  of  a  moft  venerable 
length.  The  table  which  was  covered 
with  green  cloth,  and  upon  it  the  bed 
edition  of  Milton,  opened  at  the  follow- 
ing paffage,  to  which  the  figure  pointed 
with  his  finger. 

**  A  look  that's  faflened  to  the  ground 
*^  A  tongue  chained  up  without  a  founds 
«*  O,  fwcctcft,  fweeteft  melancholy!" 

There  was  likewife  upon  the  table  a  fmall 
crucifix,  a  fcull  and  hour-glafs.  The 
floor  and  fides  of  the  cell,  as  well  as  the 
benches,  were  covered  with  matting. 
The  fouth  entrance  into  the  cottage  was 
alfo  over  arched  with  woodbines,  and 
opened  into  a  fmall  entry,  the  top  and 
fides  of  which  were  lined  with  (hells  and 
fiiingle  ;  this   led  into  a  room  called  the 
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Roman  parlour,  from  its  being  entirely 
paved  vrith  Roman  brick,  taken  from  an 
old  ruinous  caftle,  Haifa  mile  diftant  from 
the  cottage,  built  by  the  Romans  m  the 
time  of  Jfulius  Ccrfar.  In  this  parlour  were 
two  large  windows,  which  commanded  a 
full  wiew  of  the  fea ;  the  top  and  fides 
were  entirely  covered  with  fliingle,  fhells, 
talc,  fmall  pieces  of  looking-glafs  and 
fpar,  befides  a  great  number  of  fmall  cop. 
per  and  filver  coin,  dug  out  of  the  ruins 
of.lhe  cattle.  This  room  opened  into  a 
fpacious  dining  parlour,  in  which  there 
was  a  large  fafh  window,  that  looked  into 
the  orchard,  wherein  the  apple  trees  were 
fometimes  fo  loaded  with  fruit  that  the 
branches  dragged  on  the  ground:  this 
circumftance  ufed  to  caufe  much  wonder 
being  fo  near  the  f(ia.  A  door  opened 
out  of  this  room  into  a  very  elegantly 
furnifhed  drawing-room,  in  which  was  a 
very  fine  organ,  and  a  variety  of  mufical 
inftruments.  There  was  alfoavery  coftly 
fet  of  copue  de  perle,  confiding  of  a  pair 
of  high  candlcfticks,  a  difii,  ewer,   and 
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bowl,  which  had  been  ufed  for  the  Sacra* 
inent  at  a  private  Catholic  chapel;  on 
another  table  was  a  mirror,  the  frame  of 
which,  as  well  as  a  fet  of  drefling  boxes, 
was  green  and  gold  finely  varnifhed,  done 

by  the  hands  of  the  Countefs  of  C n, 

mother  to  Lady  Elizabeth  Tudor,  and 
alfo  a  carpet  of  her  Ladyftiip's  needle- 
work. The  furniture  was  chintz,  and  the 
room  was  hung  with  blue  paper  feftooned 
with  flowers  exquifitely  painted :  on  the 
fame  floor  was  an  apartment,  the  furni- 
ture of  which  was  white  muflin ;  the  bot- 
tom of  the  window  was  nearly  level  with 
the  floor,  fo  that  when  it  was  open,  one 
could  fancy  ones  fclf  feated  in  the  flirub- 
bery,  which  was  filled  with  the  moll  fra- 
grant aromatics.  In  the  middle  of  the 
ftirubbery  was  a  fmall  mount,  where  was 
fixed  a  flag  ftafl',  on  which,  upon  parti- 
cular occafions,  the  King's  colours  were 
boifted.  The  kitchen  and  out  offices  were 
on  the  north  fide.  There  were  four  bed- 
chambers above,  two  with  a  view  to  the 
fea,  and  the  others  towards  the  orchard. 
Vol.  II.  Q  At 
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it  one  end  of  ihe  garden  vas  Ji  ramma- 
houfc  converted  into  an  aviaty,  nn  Air 
top  of  U  was  a  pigeon  houfc.  In  anotber 
corner  of  ihe  garden  was  a  hot  built  wuh 
two  large  boais,  one  was  the  ground  Roor, 
and  ihc  oihcr  ferved  as  a  roof>  In  ft  on, 
to  ilefcribc  all  the  rcmantic  bca\v-  '  : 
whtmricalities  of  this  coifagc  v  _  ^ 
many  pages;  fufBce  it  to  fay^  tbatU«ti 
as  delightful  an  habiiauon  ^t  nature  ai^ 
art  combined  could  make  it|  aiid  in  ^hiA 
Uic  tafte  of  Mr,  Tudor  was  in  every  put 
confpicuous*  Having  given  the  beft  i<lca 
we  can  of  this  enchanting  fpoit  wc  will  now 
give  a  defcription  of  the  mflic  cnteruifi- 
mcnt  provided  for  Lady  Dowager  U^ 
On  the  lawn,  between  the  entrance  aich 
and  the  Roman  parlour  wm  fixed  atm^* 
quee,  in  which  was  a  cold  collation,  e<)&- 
fining  of  ham,  tbickeni,  paflry.  froiUi 
Ac.  but  the  greatcH  dainty  ofall,  wrre 
fomc  fine  large  lob  fie  r^  caught  thai  yen 
nioruing  before  the  door  of  die  cotogc: 
a  fifhJngboai  being  kept  for  thar  purpofe* 
Whca  hci  Ladvfhip  wa^  within  fijsbi  of 
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th€  cottage,  the  ruilic  fcejie  xommcncedj 
which  was  as  follows  : — a  pretty  fervant 
girl  was  feated  near  to  the  arch,  employed 
at  her  fpinning-wheel,  habited  in  a  green 
ftufF  gown,  faced  and  robed  with  pink  filk, 
a  pink  and  white  checked  apron,  and  a 
draw  hat  with  pink  ribbon.  About  the 
middle  of  the  lawn  fat  Mn  Tudor's  eldeft 
daughter  drefled  as  a  fhepherdefs,  in  a 
white  Ruff  jacket  and  coat  trimmed  witb 
pea-green  ribbon,  a  white  chip  hat  tyed 
with  the  fame  coloured  ribbon  and  a  bah4 
of  natural  rofe-buds,  a  crook  by  her  fide 
fixt  to'the  ground,  from  which  flowed  a 
green  ribbon  that  held  a  young  lamb. 
Mifs  Tudor  was  playing  on  the  guittar, 
whilft  her  little  fitter  danced;  who  was 
apparelled  in  muflin  tyed  up  with  bunches 
of  pinks  and  rofebuds,  and  a  wreath  of 
rofes  round  her  head.  As  foon  as  her 
Lady  (hip's  carriage  was  within  an  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  arch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tu- 
dor walked  out  to  meet  her,  when  her 
l^adyihip  got  out  of  her  carriage  and  fa- 
luted  Mrs.  T,  with  great  cordiality ;  her 
G  2  furprifc 
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furprife  is  not  to  be  expreffcd  when  fbc 
entered  the  gate  on  viewing  that  which  wc 
have  juft  defcribed.  The  plcafure  flic 
felt  at  fo  novel  and  paftoral  a  fcene  was 
cafily  perceived  by  her  look  and  manner, 
which  is  much  more  to  be  depended 
upon  than  merely  complimentary  fpeeches 
which  oftentimes  mean  nothing  at  all! 
After  taking  a  view  of  the  cottage  and  its 
environs,  the  company  fat  down  to  the 
feftive  board,  when  her  Ladyfhip  politely 
exprefled  her  fati&faftion,  which  fhe  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  furpaffed  her  expeSation, 
though  flie  bad  heard  much  of  the  roman- 
tic beauties  of  the  cottage.  When  dinner 
was  ended,  the  company  retired  into  the 
drawing-room,  and  left  the  fervants  to 
regale  themfelves  on  the  lawn.  When 
every  thing  was  cleared  away,  the  table 
was  again  covered  with  tea  and  other  re- 
frefhments,  when  her  Ladylhip  was  agree- 
ably furprifed  to  find  a  beautiful  Alder- 
ney  cow  clofe  to  the  marquee,  whofe  neck 
and  head  was  ornamented  with  ribbon  and 
natural  rofes;  when  her  Ladyfliip  was 

featedy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i 


(    45    ) 

feated,  the  maid  began  to  milk  the  cow, 
when  Mifs  Tudor  held  the  bowl  ready 
mixed  for  a  fyllabub,  of  which  her  Lady- 
fliip  partook,  repeatedly  exprelling  the 
pleafure  Ihe  felt  at  the  attention  that  was 
Ihewn  her.  Her  Ladyfhip  having  figni- 
fied  her  wifh  to  hear  Mifs  Tudor  fing,  Ihe 
fung  the  following  well  known  palloral 
ballad,  accompanying  herfelf  on  the 
guittar : 

*•  What  beauteous  fcenes  enchant  my  li^ht, 
**  How  clofely  yonder  vine 

**  Does  round  that  elm's  ftupendous  height', 
**  Its  wanton  f  inglcts  twine,'*  &c. 

Her  Ladyfhip  then  was  preparing  to 
depart,  but  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tudor  ex- 
prefling  a  defire  to  accompany  her  part  of 
the  way,  they  all  walked  to  the  village, 
when  they  took  an  affe£lionate  leave  of 
each  other. 
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CHAP.     XXIX. 

THE  ARRIVAL  OF  COLONEL  PLAISTOW 
AND  FAMILY  AT  THE  COTTAGE;  AN 
INTERESTING  ANECDOTE  OF  A  PROFES- 
SED LIBERTINE;  THE  CRUELTY  OF  HIS 
CONDUCT; INNOCENCE    BETRAYED. 

ON  Mr.  and  Mrs.Tudor's  return  back 
to  their  peaceful  abode,  they  per- 
ccived  a  coach  and  four  at  their  gate, 
which  to  their  great  joy  they  found  to  be 
the  carriage  of  their  worthy  friends.  Col. 
Plaiftow  and  his  lady,  who  came  accom- 
panied by  the  Colonel's  niece,  and  his 
wife's  fitter.  After  a  moft  affeftionate 
embrace,  they  were  ufhered  into  the 
drawing  room ;  and  as  it  was  too  late  in 
the  afternoon  to  view  the  environ  df  the 
cottage,  they  were  entertained  before 
fupper  with  mu(ic,  both  vocal  and  in- 
ftrumental.    When  the  ladies  had  retired, 
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after  fupper,  to  their  apartments,  Col. 
Plaiftow  began  to  make  an  apology  to 
Mr.  T,  for  bringing  his  niece,  who  was 
an  utter  ftranger  to  him  and  Mrs.  T.  but 
he  obferved,  that  as  he  was  lately  appoint- 
ed her  guardian,  and  fhe  being  entirely 
under  his  protection,  he  could  not  think 

of  leaving  her  at  H ,  where  they  had 

been  nearly  two  months  for  the  benefit  of 
bathing;  and  he  thought  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  have  her  always  under  his  own 
eye,  left  her  very  large  fortune  which  was 
not  lefs  than  forty  thoufand  pounds,  might 
tempt  fortie  needy  adventurer  to  make 
her  his,  prize.  This  young  lady  was  but 
eighteen,  was  tall  and  elegant,  perfeflly 
well  bred,  had  a  fine  underftanding,  and, 
to  crown  all  thofe  perfeftions,  poCTeffed 
infinite  goodnefs  of  heart:  and  though 
fhe  was  far  from  being  handfome,  yet  by 
her  pleafing  addrefs  and  manner,  fhe 
captivated  every  one  with  whom  fhe  con- 
verfed.  ''  My  particular  reafon,"  faid 
Col.  P.  to  Mr.  Tudor,  "  for  paying  you 
**  this  vifit  uninvited,  was  not  altogether 
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**  to  indulge  myfelf  with  that  pleafure  I 
'^  ever  muft  feel  in  your  fociety,  but 
"  really  to  confult  you  as  a  friend,  as  a 
*'  man  of  fenfe,  and  one  who  well  knows 
"  the  world,  in  what  manner  you  would 
"  advife  me  to  aO:,  with  regard  to  my 
"  niece,  whofe  happinefs  and  welfare  I 
*^  have  fo  much  at  heart  I     I  quitted  my 

"  houfe  at  W ,  not  folely  for  the  fake 

"  of  bathing,  but  abfolutely  to  avoid  fo 
"  much  company  as  were  perpetually  in- 
**  troducing  themfelves  to  my  acquain- 
"  tance,  which,  as  I  love  retirement  as 
"  much  as  you  do,  I  found  infupport- 
*'  able !  Even  at  church,  the  pews  were 
*'  filled  with  ftrange  faces  to  have,  I  am 
^  well  aflured,  a  glance  at  my  niece  !  If 
♦'  fhe  had  been  a  great  beauty,  I  could 
*'  not  have  had  any  pretence  to  be  angry 
"  at  the  natural  fatisfaftion  which  arifes 
*'  in  the  bofom  of  every  young  man,  on 
*•  contemplating  the  charms  of  a  fine 
''  woman,  admiration  being  a  tribute  that 
"  isjullly  herdue;  but  when  I  muft  know 
♦'  (as  her  face  is  but  plain,  and  her  mental 

"  qualities. 
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"  qualities  are  only  known  to  her  own 
*'  family  having  been  brought  up  in  a 
"  very  retired  manner)  that  it  is  her 
^^  Jortunc  alone  which  is  the  red  objeft 
"  they  have  in  view;  I  proteft  I  felt  fa 
^^  ill  humoured  and  difcompofed,  that  I 
^^  did  not  think  my  min<jl  was  in  a  proper 
"  ft  ate  to  offer  up  my  prayers  to  the 
^<  SUPREME  BEING,  whilft  agitated  by 
"  worldly  affairs !  For  a  long  time  after 
"  our  arrival  at  H — ,  I  felt  myfelf  per- 
"  feSly  at  eafe,  and  enjoyed  my  wonted 
"  tranquillity  of  mind,  when  my  wife 
"  came  to  me  one  morning  with  a  letter 
"  in  her  hand  whic^  (he  had  juft  received 
*'•  from  a  relation  of  hers,  who  being  in- 
*^  formed  we  were  at  H —  for  the  bath- 
"  ing  feafon,  intended  to  pay  his  refpefts 
*^  to  us  in  a  few  days  !  As  I  never  had 
''  feen  him,  I  could  not  be  the  leaft 
"  prejudiced  either  for  or  again  ft  him! 
'*  My  wife  faying  he  was  her  fecond  cou- 
*'  fin  convinced  me  that  he  was  of  a  good 
^'  family ;  and  continued  fhe,  he  had  a 
"  very  fine  fortune,  but  has  nearly  run 
Vol.  II.  H        •  «'  it 
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"  it  out !  That,  indeed,  began  to  operate 
"  with  me  much  in  his  disfavour,  for  it 
^^  is  a  maxim  with  me,  if  a  man  is  negli- 
*^  gent  of  his  own  aflPairs,  he  is  not  fit  to 
*'  be  trufted  with  the  concerns  of  another. 
"  At  length  the  gentleman  made  his  ap- 
**  pearance,  at  which  I  felt  a  kind  of  dif- 
•^  fatisfa6lion,  I  could  not  account  for, 
"  nor  could  I  have  given  any  reafon  why  : 
"  but  that  having  heard  he  was  a  fpend- 
*^  thrift,  I  Very  naturally  concluded  he 
^^  was  a  libertine,  and  that  is  a  chara6ler 
•'  I  abominate !     The  man  is  genteel  in 
*^  his  perfon,    fenfible    in   his  remarks, 
•^  good  humoured  and  pleafant  in  con- 
^^  verfation,  and  yet  I   hated  him,   and 
**  hated    him   ten  times    more,  when  I 
•^  perceived  he  paid  an  aflidious  court  to 
my  niece;  for  having  fpent  his  own  for- 
tune, I  was  rather  jealous  he  intended 
**  my  niece  the  favour  of  fpending  htrs 
*'  likewife :  this  worked  upon  my  mind 
"  moft  confoundedly,  and  I  was  deter- 
'*  mined  to  behave  rather  cool  to  him, 
'^  in  hopes  he  would  have  taken  the  hint 

«  and 


(6 


C( 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    5i    ) 

^^  and  changed  his  quarters ;  but  on  the 
♦'  contrary,  I  was  only  looked  upon  as  a 
*^  mere  cypher :  my  wife,  who  always 
*'  had  a  prodigious  partiality  towards  her 
*'  own  relations,  was  much  difpleafed  at 
^'  my  referved  conduft  to  my  coufin  !  I 
"  then  fet  before  her  the  ill  confequences 
"  of  introducing  an  extravagant  fellow 
"  into  the  company  of  my  niece!  But  my 
"  dear  wife,  who  is  at  bottom  a  very  good 
*'  well  meaning  woman,  only  a  little  too 
"  much  like  the  reft  of  her  fex,  addided 
*'  to  have  her  own  way,  told  me,  that  my 
*^  niece  might  do  worfe,  for  he  was  a 
'^  gentleman  by  birth,  had  been  well  edu- 
cated and  reckoned  a  very  good  fcho- 
lar;  and  though  it  is  true  he  had  been 
"  rather  extravagant,  it  was  only  a  fa- 
"  fhionable  vice,  and  that  (he  would 
^^  anfwcr  for  it,  he  would  be  foon  re- 
^^  claimed  by  fo  fenfible  and  amiable  a 
^'  woman  as  my  niece :  and  as  (he  had  fo 
"  large  a  fortune,  (he  did  not  fee  any 
^'  fuch  very  great  harm,  if  they  were  to 
^^  be  attached  to  each  other:  in  fhort, 
Ha  "  (he 


cc 


46 


(    5*    ) 

*^  fhe  made  ufe  of  fuch  a  long  train  of 
^'  arguments,  that  I  had  nothing  left  to 
*'  fay :  but  ftill  in  fecret,  kept  up  my 
"  former  opinion!  I  now,  plainly  per- 
"  ceive  the  drift  of  my  wife  and  her 
"  fhrewd  fitter,  ^^ho  are  both  determined 
♦^  to  take  their  coufin's  part  againft  me ; 
"  perhaps  you  will  fay,  or  at  leaft  think, 
*^  that  I  fubmit  too  eafily ;  but  my  dear 
*^  friend,  I  will  fubmit  to  any  thing  for  a 
^^  quiet  life,  for  I  would  much  rather  quar- 
**  rel  with  all  the  world  than  with  my  own 
"  wife;  and  if  I  cannot  be  matter  without 
*<  fulky  looks,  I  think  it  beft  to  yield  at 
^^  once,  than  to  have  any  altercation,  to 
"  break  in  upon  my  domeftic  comfort !" 
When  the  Colonel  had  ceafed  fpeaking, 
Mr.  Tudor,  who  had  a  very  great  value 
for  his  friend,  took  him  by  the  hand, 
faying,  *'  You  well  know  how  much  I 
"  efteem  you ;  and  that  there  is  nothing 
"  in  my  power,  which  I  would  not  un- 
"  dertake  to.  ferve  yob';  I  really  pity 
"  your  fituation,  but  fear  it  is  the  fate  of 
f'  moft  married  men.     Yet,  I  look  upon 
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f^  your  wife  to  be  a  very  worthy,  good 
*^  woman,  and  I  dare  fay  means  well; 
^'  but  it  is  no  proof  of  her  good  under- 
^*  (landing,  to  oppofe  her  judgment  to 
"  your's.  If  I  were  to  advife  you  what 
^*  to  do,  it  would  be  to  give  the  gentle- 
"  man  a  hint  to  quit  your  hpufe  whenever 
*'  he  entered  it  without  an  invitation  from 
*'  yourfelf,  for  I  look  upon  it,  that  a  wife 
*'  has  no  right  whatever  to  invite  any 
"  man  to  her  houfe  without  her  hufband's 
^*  permiffion  ;  or  know  that  fuch  an  in- 
"  vitation  will  be  perfeftly  agreeable  to 
^*  him," — "  But  my  dear  friend,*'  replied 
the  Colonel,  "  I  have  not  yet  informed 
*'  you  that  he  is  already  here  in  the  neigh- 
"  bourhood;  for  in  fpite  of  all  my  ar- 
*'  guments  to  the  contrary,  the  women 
"  encouraged  him  in  his  wifhes  to  ac- 
"  company  us  almoft  to  your  gate,  and 
*'  if  I  had  not  put  a  ftern  negative  upon 
**  it,  I  do  not  doubt  but  he  would  have 
*^  had  the  effrontery  to  have  introduced 
f'  himfelftoyou  and  your  family  !'*    At 
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this  Mr.  T.  was  thunderftruck !    "  What,** 
faid  he,  ''  is  he  in  this  neighbourhood,  do 
*'  you  fay  ?    Where  abouts  ?*' — ''  In  the 
"  village,   I  prcfumc,"  faid  the  Colonel. 
Mr.  Tudor,  after  mufing  for   fome  time, 
not   well   knowing  how   to  aft,  told  ihe 
Colonel,  as  it  grew  late,  they  would  con- 
fult  upon  it  the  next  morning;  and  bid- 
ding each  other  a  good  night,  feparaied, 
each  party  being  determined   to  confult 
his  own  wife  upon  the  occafion.     What 
pafled  betwixt  the  Colonel  and  his  wife, 
with  refpefl  to  the  introducing  of  their 
coufin,  the  'Squire^  we   are   ignorant  of, 
but  Mrs.  Tudor  who  thought  her  hufband 
never  conferred  upon  her  an  higher  ho- 
nour than  when  he  was  pleafcd  to  afk  her 
opinion,  who  in  juflicc  to   her   we  can 
vouch,  never   alTumed    any   will   of  her 
own,  but  implicitly,  as   we  think  every 
wife  ought,  obeyed  that  of  her  hufband; 
having  ftudioufly  adhered  to  the  maxims 
of  our  firft  mother,  who  moft  amiably  ad- 
drcffcs  her  Lord,  with  faying : 
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"  My  author  and  difpofcr  what  thou  bidft 

"  Unargued  I  obey, 

"  God  is  thy  law,  thou  mine, 

"  To  know  no  more  is  woman's  happieft  knowledge 

«  And  her  praife !" 

She,  with  her  ufual  humility,  though  not 
wanting  in  a  proper  fpirit  towards  the 
reft  of  the  world,  told  her  hufband  that 
fhe  perfeftly  coincided  with  him  in  opi- 
nion ;  and  that  the  gentleman  muft  be  a 
very  ill-bred  man,  and  ignorant  of  pro- 
priety, to  come  into  the  neighbourhood 
where  he  was  an  utter  ftranger,  which 
rauft  necejfarily  lay  Mr.  T.  under  an  ob- 
ligation to  invite  him,  or  elfe  it  would  be 
the  caufe  of  a  coolnefs  between  the  two 
families :  it  was  therefore  determined,  tliat 
Mr.  T.  fhould  fend  an  invitation  to  Mr. 
Denifon,  for  that  was  his  name,  to  come 
and  breakfaft  with  them  next  morning. 
This  decifion  gave  great  pleafure  to  all  ' 
the  ladies  but  Mrs.  Tudor,  who  was  ra- 
ther difgufted  at  the  thoughts  of  a  man 
who  was  an  utter  ftranger  intruding  him- 
felf  fo  boldly  on  their  retirement.     The 
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Colonel  and  Mr.  Tudor  on  iheir  part^ 
were  determined  to  examine  into  the 
merits  of  the  'Squire,  with  refpeft  to  the 
true  ftate  of  his  finances,  manner  of  life, 
&c.  which  was  not  much  in  the  power  of 
his  female  coufms  to  be  well  acquainted 
vith,  and  if  they  had,  they  were  too  par- 
tially  difpofed  towards  him,  for  any  con- 
fidence to  be  placed  in  whatever  they 
laid :  for  it  is  a  maxim  among  prudent 
people  never  to  take  a  charafter  of  any 
man  either  from  his  'zcdAous/riendj  or  his 
bitter  enemy j  as  the  judgment  is  fure  to 
be  biaffed  either  from  diflike  or  from  be- 
ing too  favourably  inclined  towards  the 
party.  Mr.  Tudor,  at  the  Colonel's  re- 
queft,  undertook  to  make  enquiries  con- 
cerning the  'Squire,  for  which  purpofe 
he  wrote  to  fome  friends  in  London,  who 
came  from  the  fame  county  where  Mr. 
Denifon's  pretended  eftates  lay,  and 
each  gave  pretty  nearly  the  fame  account, 
that  it  was    true,  he   had  eftates-  in  the 

county    of  W ,  but   they    were    all 

mortgaged:    one   of  the  corrcfpondents 

in 


Digitizqid  by 

J 


Google 


(    57    ) 

in  particular,  wrote  word  that  Mr.  Den- 
ifon  was  of  a  very  refpeftable  family, 
bred  at  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  was 
€fteemed  a  very  good  fcholar,  but  was 
very  extravagant,  having  nearly  run  out 
a  very  good  eftate  left  him  by  his  father ; 
which  was,  except  a  mere  trifle,  all  mort- 
gaged for  its  full  value,  that  he  owe4 
great  fums  of  money,  and  was  addifted 
much  to  gaming  !  That  thefe  vices,  it  wa$ 
true,  were  fuch  as  were  but  too  common 
among  the  young  men  of  the  prefent  age ; 
but  there  was  a  (lory  reported  of  him, 
the  inhumanity  of  which  was  not  fcarcely 
to  be  paralleled,  even  among  the  moft 
profligate  libertines ;  the  truth  of  which 
the  writer  could  v6uch  for,  as  having  it 
from  indifputable  authority  ;  but  for  ob- 
vious reafons,  begged  to  conceal  the 
name  of  its  author.  It  feems,  this  Deni- 
fon  courted  a  young  lady  of  exquifite 
beauty  and  accomplifliments;  the  fimpli- 
city  of  her  manners,  and  modefty  of  her 
deportment,  evinced  the  purity  of  her 
mind ;  fn  fliort,  her  charaftcr  was  fuch, 
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as  an  eloquent  counfel  once  expreffed 
himfelf,  "  that  the  breath  of  flander  could 
not  touch  it."  Of  this  lovely,  innocent 
girl,  the  country  'Squire  became  ena* 
moured;  but  as  fhe  had  but  a  very  fmall 
fortune,  he  did  not  chufe  to  marry  her; 
he  therefore  employed  every  art  in  his 
power,  to  have  her  upon  his  own  terras. 
It  was  a  long  time  before  he  could,make 
any  impreffion  on  her  heart,  to  his  own 
advantage,  but  as  foon  as  he  had  affuied 
himfelf  of  her  regard,  he  ftrove  to  gain 
bis  point,  in  which  he  could  not  fucceed 
till  he  folemnly  declared  he  would  marry 
her  upon  the  death  of  his  father;  for  which 
purpofe  a  bond  of  marriage  was  given 
into  her  own  hands,  and  upon  this  ideal 
fecurity,  {he  yielded  to  his  fuit !  She  was 
fome  months  gone  with  child,  when  his 
father  died.  She  then,  to  fave'her  own 
and  child's  honour,  reminded  him  of  bis 
promife !  but  to  her  great  allonifhment 
and  diftrefs,  fhe  found  he  was  averfe  to 
the  fulfilling  of  bis  engagement  and  doing 
be r  that  juitjce  Ihe  had  fo  juft  a  right  to 
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(fcxpeft !  her  complaints  and  tears  had  no 
effeft  upon  him,  he  not  only  treated  her 
with  cool  indifference,  but  with  favage 
truelty,  infifting  upon  it  that  Ihe  ihould 
^ive  him  up  his  bond,  which  Ihe  refufed 
with  a  becoming  indignation !  for  though 
(he  could  not  have  the  leaft  hope  of  ever 
being  happy  with  a  man  who  was  capable 
of  fo  bafe  an  aft  of  ingratitude,  and  whofc 
difpofition  (he  now  too  late  perceived 
was  likely  to  caufe  her  the  utmoft  mi- 
fery,  yet,  as  fhe  had  it  in  her  power  to 
do  herfelf  that  juftice  which  was  due  to 
her  own  honour  and  reputation,  fhe  was 
determined  to  force  him  to  a  compliance; 
for  which  purpofe  (he  threatened  to  put 
herfelf 'Under  the  proteftion  of  the  law  f 
Seeing  her  thus  determined,  he  deferted 
her  till  he  heard  that  (he  was  near  lying- 
in.  He  then  went  again,  promifed  a  fet- 
tlement  upon  her  giving  up  the  bond,  but 
findi^ig  (he  (till  per(ifted  in  his  doing  her 
juftice,  and  refufing  to  give  up  the  bond, 
he  threatened  her  with  inftant  death  if  (he 
refufed  it  any  longer,  at  the  f^me  time 
I  2  holding 
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folding  his  fword  to  her  breaft  !  by  this 
means  the  v — n  obtained  nis  ends ! !  The 
poor  young  lady  was  left  in  the  raoft  de- 
plorable condition;  the  agony  of  her 
mind  brought  on  a  premature  labour,  and 
thus  bereft  of  honour,  and  nearly  fubGf- 
tence,  (he,  in  a  fliort  time,  expired  with 
a  broken  heart !  The  poor  infant  foon 
after  (hared  iti  mother's  fate ! !  This  is 
the  monfter,  Sir,  whofe  charafter  you 
defire  to  learn  !  Terror  and  aftonifliment 
fet  on  the  countenance  of  the  Colonel 
upon  reading  the  letter !  it  was  fome  time 
before  he  had  power  to  fpeak :  and  then 
he  faid,  "  Though  I  do  not  want  for  that 
"  courage  becoming  a  man,  as  well  as  a 
•^  foldier,  yet  I  dare  not  in  prudence 
"  fhew  the  f— 1  this  letter;  befides,  it  is 
"  written  to  you,  my  dear  friend,  in  full 
"  confidence  that  no  difagreeable  con- 
"  fequence  might  arife  from  divulging 
"  this  almoft  unexampled  villainy !  This 
**  infamous  wretch  moft  certainly  bught 
"  to  be  made  a  public  example  of!  But 
"  the  law  requires  unequivocal  proofs  !  and 
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*^  then,  the  f 1    is  unfortunately  ,rc* 

**  lated  to  my  wife  I  A  charge  of  fuchan 
"  heinous  nature  muft  either  be  kept  a 
»*  profound  fecret,  or  if  divulged  and 
*♦  proved^  the  offender  muft  be  punifhed; 
"  and  then  again,  how! — The  principal 
"  witnefs  and  fufferer  is  no  more  !  By 
*^  this  means  he  might  make  us  all  fuffer 
"  fpr  defamation,  whilft  he  alone  is  the 
**  real  criminal !  and  even  fuppofe  his 
**  guilt  could  be  plainly  proved,  fo  as  to 
"  bring  him  to  condign  punifliment,  what 
"  a  ftigma  muft  it  caft  upon  my  wife's  fa- 
"  mily,  which  has  already  experienced  a 
"  fatal  blow  from  the  villainy  of  one  of* 
*•  her  neareft  relations!  No,  my  dear 
**  friend,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  let  us 
*•  take  no  notice,  or  give  any  fufpicion 
"  that  we  are  made  acquainted  with  this. 
**  fellow's  infamy  !  All  I  can  poffibly  do, 
"  is  to  ufe  my  utmoft  endeavours  to 
"  hinder  the  match  from  taking  place, 
"  which  my  wife  has  unhappily  fet  her 
•*  heart  upon  accomplifhing,  though  I 
••  confefs  I  have  but  little  hopes  of  fuc» 
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•*  cecding;  as  her  obftinacy,  in  fome 
*',  points  is  almod  unconquerable.  My 
^*  reafons,  indeed,  if  I  could  truft  her, 
^  would  be  fo  ftrong  that  they  would  be 
*'  unanfwerable :  but  then,  for  the  honour 
"  of  her  family,  (if  Ihe  Ihould  be  incre- 
"  dulous,  which  is  very  probable)  (he 
*^  would  perhaps  infill  upon  her  coufin't 
"  character  being  cleared,  fo  that  I  think, 
*^  at  all  events,  my  own  happinefs  will  be 

*^  at  ftake  if  the  matter  tranfpires !" 

•'  My  dear  friend,"  replied  Mr.  Tudor^ 
*'  I  really  feel  for  you  more  than  words 
"  can  exprefs,  and  as  it  is  your  own  af- 
^  fair,  I  will  not  attempt  to  advife  you 
^'  toa£i  in  any  manner  contrary  to  your 
^^  own  judgment  and  inclinations,  but  I 
**  proteft  if  it  were  my  own  cafe,  and  any 
'^  man  was,  after  being  guilty  of  fuch 
"  infamy,  to  dare  enter  my  houfe,  I 
"  would  inftantly  kick  him  out  of  it !" — 
*'  but  flop,'*  fays  the  Colonel,  *'  I  know 
"  my  dear  friend,  your  true  value,  I  am 
"  fenfible  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  king- 
**  dom  who  is  poffefl'ed  of  higher  notion* 
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^<  of  trae  honour  than  yourfelf,  but  is  a 
"  man  of  honour  and  probity  to  put  his 

f^  own  life  upon  a  par  with  a  V n,  tliat 

^  deferves  nothing  lefs  than  an  halter  ?** 
— "  That  is  true ;"  faid  Mr.  T.  «  but  no- 
**  thing  (hall  ever  withhold  me  from  ex- 
^'  preflSng  my  juft  indignation  of  a  r — 1, 
*^  or  whenever  I  can,  holding  fuch  a  one 
*'  up  to  public  view;  to  fcreen  a  villain, 
*'  is  to  connive  at  his  villainy." — "But, 
*'  my  friend,'*  faid  the  Colonel,  "  Though 
**  I  revere  you  much  for  your  juft  man- 
*'  net  of  thinking,  I  cannot  approve  of 
**  your  imprudence  in  many  cafes:  I  truft 
"  from  our  friendfhip,  you  will  pardon 
*'  my  freedom,  when  I  confefs  to  you  my 
*'  real  fentiments ;  for,  to  my  own  know- 
*'  ledge,  you  have  been  a  fuffcrer  more 
^'  than  once,  by  endeavouring  to  expofe 
♦*  to  public  cenfure  men  who  the  world 
"  all  knew,  without  your  aid,  to  be  con- 
**  fummate  villains !  Have  you  not  fuf- 
"  fered  in  your  purfe,  and  even  in  the 
*'  opinion  of  many  who  chofe  to  fee  things 
*^  ia  a  different    light    from   you?     By 
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**  which  means  you  got  all  the  knaves 
•*  and  dunces  upon  your  back,  who  hated 
**  you,  becaufe  you  was  an  honeft  man ! 
"  Prudence  &ould  be  our  guide,  it  is  a 
"  virtue  we  Ihould  praftice/or  our  own 
*'  fakes;  I  look  upon  it,  three  parts  in 
*^  four  of  the  world  is  made  up  of  knaves 
^  and  fools,  and  therefore  it  is  an  un- 
"  equal  combat,  to  fet  up  for  a  monitor 
*'  and  a  reprover  of  vice ;  you  may  as 
*'  well  think  of  (lopping  the  ebbing  or 
"  flowing  of  the  tide!"  "  What  you 
^  fay,  my  dear  Colonel,  has  certainly 
^  great  truth  in  it,  but  fome  allowance 
"  ought  furely  to  be  made  for  a  temper, 
^  foured  by  the  ill  treatment  I  have  met 
*^  with  from  mankind;  I  alldw,  I  am  of 
*'  an  irritable  temper,  but  why  am  I  fo  ? 
*^  the  having  been  unjuftly  treated,  has 
^  altered  my  real  temper,  which  has 
*'  naturally  roufed  me  to  an  open  expo- 
*^  fure  of  thofe  vices,  by  which  I  have 
"  fo  cruelly  fuffered,  both  in  my  per- 
*^  fon  and  property.  I  am  well  aware 
*'  that  I  have  gained  many  enemies,  but 
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*<  tell  me  if  you  can  of  one  truly  honeft 
"  man  who  is  my  enemy  ?" — **  I  am  fen- 
"  fible,"  replied  the  Colonel,  "  that  no 
"  good  man 'eVer  was  yout  tnemy,  but 
•^  you  are  to  confider  what  fort  of  beings 
*'  you  are  obliged  to  aflbciatie  with ;  in 
"  our  profeffion  we  are  often  obliged 
"  to  be  connefted  with  ihofe  whom'  we 
"  cannot  but  defpife,  who,  if  they  are 
*^  fuperior  to  you  in  rank,  and  inferior 
"  to  you  in  merit,  v^^ill  hate  you  from 
"  mere  envy,  and  will,  whenever  they 
"  can,  treat  you  with  that  infolence 
*^  which  ever  accoinpanies  incapacity 
**  united  to  arrogance !  while  thofe 
•^  who  are  inferior  in  point  of  rank,  if 
"  they  fhould  happen  to  be  men  of  weak 
**  underftanding,  obftinate  in  temper,  and 
*'  require  being  reminded  of  their  duty ,v 
*'  or  chaftifed  for  neglefting  it,  will  ever 
*'  be  watching  for  occafions  to  do  you 
"  fome  fecret  injury.  I  know  full  well, 
*'  my  dear  friend,  that  your  foibles  arife 
"  chiefly  from  your  virtues;  your  de- 
**  teftation  of  vice  makes  you  difcover 
Vol.  II.  K  •        « the 


< 


^ 


(    66    ) 

"  the  rogueries  of  others,  which  it.  would 
"  be  more  prudent  not  to  deieS,  efpe- 
"  cially,  if  they  he  in  power  or  in  high 
^  ftatipns,  for  by  doing  it,  you  are  fure 
*^  to  have  all  the  little  rogues  combine 
"  together  againft  you;  not  that  they 
".  think  the  great  man  has  been  unjuftly 
"  cenfured,  but  becaufe  you  have  en- 
•*  dcavoured  to  explode  thofe  vices,  that 
"  they  themfelves  are  guilty  of;  what 
•*  pain^  have  you  taken  to  difcover  the 
**  foul  play  of  a  fet  of  wretches  known  by 
**  the  name  of  Black4egs^  who  deferve 
**  hanging  ten^imes  more  than  any  fet  of 
"  thieves  who  are  executed  at  Tyburn  ! 
"  How  many  young  men  owe  their  total 
"  ruin  to  thefe  mifcreants  and  remoifelefs 
•'  plunderers,  and  yet  have  you  been  able 
*'  to  turn  the  tide,  of  this  horrid  vice  ?  a 
"  vice  more  pernicious  in  its  confe- 
"  quences  to  fociety  than  any  other  you 
**  can  name!  It  is  true  you  did  fave 
"  one  young  man  of  faftiion  and  large 
"  fortune  from  the  clutches  of  thefe  vo- 
^'  racious  harpies,  but  what  then !    has 
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^*  not  this  very  fame  young  tdan  b«ti 
"  fiocc  complcrely  done  up  by  ihe  black' 
^<  lirgs  among  that  cla(s  who  fit  fccurtly, 
•*  Tcccing  « very  law  of  God  and  man  ai  de- 
»  fiance  ?r—^  1  confeft  ii  to  be  a  fault;' 
replied  Mr.  T.  **  bui  I  cannot  aft  in  the 
*^  lead  degree  with  diQimuladon;  I  mufl 
*'  and  wtU  fp^ak  ray  fcniimcntf,  and  if 
**  thofc  fentiments  be  fi>unded  in  viriuej 
*^  why  fliould  an  hoiiell  man  withhold 
^^  them?  If  I  feel  cankious  that  1  think 
**  and  aft  right,  what  have  I  \o  fear  ?  You 
^^  would  have  me  (il em  left  I  fhould  give 

"  offence  to  r $1    But  I  am  above 

^^  the  deceitful  cunning  of  b^lf  mankind 
^  to  apfiear  what  /  am  mL  I  am  noi 
**  afhamed  to  fpcak  openly  in  the  pre  fence 
'*  of  honcft  men,  and  I  think  it  much  bc- 
^  ncath  an  honcft  man  to  (land  in  awe  or 
*•  fear  of  Cither  knaves  or  fooU! — **Bul,** 
fays  the  Colonel,  "  why  fpcak  all  you 
*^*  ihink !  There  is  a  wide  difference  bc- 
"  twccn  fjying  what  wc  do  not  think, 
*•  and  fpeaking  all  wc  do»  if  it  can  m 
**  the  Icall  injure  our  intcrclls!" — "  Why> 
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<«  I  confefs,"  fays  Mr.  Tudor,  «  the  be- 
•^  ing  too  open,  unlefs  one  had  all  honed 
*'  men  (o  deal  with,  is  imprudent,  but 
"  thebeid^  too  clofe  and  referved is  more 
•^  politic  than  amiable;  men  often  require 
*'  rcfpeft  by  having  afted  with  nice  cau- 
''  tion  and  difcretion  that  do  not  in  rea- 
"  lity  poffefs  one  focial  virtue ;  and,  on 
•*  the  other  hand,  we  have  feen  men  who 
*^  have  polfeffed  every  virtue  that  can 
"  adorn  humanity,  lay  themfelves  open 
•^  to  cenfure  from  having  ventured  tode- 
"  fcry  the  villainy  of  others!"  Upon 
the  ladies  entering  the  room,  the  conver- 
fation  took  another  turn,  but  the  internal 
emotions  which  the  Colonel  and  Mr,  T. 
felt  on  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Denifon, 
they  could  fcarcely  conceal,  particularly 
Mr.  Tudor,  whofe  noble  fpirit  could  but 
ill  brook  the  being  under  the  lead  con- 
ftraint,  and  feeling  himfelf  under  an  ob- 
ligation to  diffemble  his  fentiments  with 
refpeQ  to  a  man,  whom  he  could  not 
•  look  upon  but  with  that  degree  of  horror 
which  cyjfry  honeft  hearted  man  muft  na- 
turally 
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turally  feel  in  the  prefence  of  a  wretch 
who  was  a  difgrace  to  humanity !  Though 
Mr.  T.  was  deprived  of  the  fatisfaftion 
of  declaring  open  war  againft  his  unwel- 
come gueft,  he,  neverthelefs,  would  now 
and  then  indulge  himfelf  with  a  few 
witty  jefts  at  the  'Squire's  expence,  throw- 
ing out  fome  oblique  infinuations  unper- 
ceived  by  the  reft  of  the  company;  which 
Denifon,  who  poffefTed  no  fmall  fhare  of 
penetration,  could  eafily  perceive,  were 
levelled  at  him !  One  evening  his  cha- 
grin was  manifeft  on  Mr.  Tudor's  taking 
his  youngeft  daughter  up  in  his  arms,  and 
feating  her  on  the  table,  he  fattened  on 
her  head  a  very  fine  diamond  ring,  which 
having  done,  he  began  to  play  a  little 
courtfliip  with  her,  faying,  my  little  dear, 
now  you  have  the  vanity,  I  fuppofe,  to 
imagine  that  I  pay  you  all  this  attention 
for  the  fake'of  yourfelf ;  but  though  you 
are  very  pretty,  I  wifh  to  undeceive  you; 
it  is  not  you  that  I  admire,  but  that  fine 
diamond  which  fparkles  in  your  hair, 
that  is  the  thing  that   I  wifh  topoifefs; 
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for^  without  that  jewel,  all   your  liule 
charms  would  be  entirely  loft  upon  me ! 
In  this  manner  did  Mr.  Tudor  continue 
till    Denifon    looked    utterly    confufed, 
whilft  every  one  elfe  feemed  to  confider 
it  as  a  mere  joke  to  pleafe   the  child. 
Mrs.  Tudor  was  likewife  a  little  fmart 
upon  him,  on  hearing  him  one  day  fay  to 
Mifs  Williams, — Well,  Btify^  the  next 
coat  I  have,  (hall  be  fcarlet,  for  I  know 
you  women  have  a  great  partiality  for 
that  colour;  ending  his  polite  fpeech  with 
the  trite  remark  of  women  and  maearel, 
&c*  to  which  Mrs.  Tudor  obferved  with 
afarcaftical  fmile,  what  (ignifieda  fcarlet 
coat  without  the  military  air,  epaulet  and 
eafy  addrefs,  which  fo'greatly  diftinguifhes 
the  gentlemen  of  the  army  P    He  looked 
as  if  he  felt  himfelf  deeply  cut  up!     As 
Mrs.  Tudor  and  Mifs  Williams  were  fit- 
ting together  in  the  arbour  one  day,  Mift 
W.   afced  Mrs.  T.   what   (he  thought  of 
Mr.  Denifon  ?     Mrs.  T.  being  no  ftrangcr 
to  his  real  charafter,  was  rather  embar- 
raDTcd  at  the  fuddcnnefs  of  the  queftion, 
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therefore  fmiling,  only  replied,  that  is  a 
queftion,  Madam,  I  (lioutd  aflc  you,  for 
I  fuppofe  he  muft  be  a  very  old  friend  of 
yours,  and  one  you  have  been  acquainted 
with  a  long  time  by  the  great  familiarity 
with  which  he  treats  you  !  Mifs  W.  had 
too  much  fenfe  not  to  feel  this  rebuke,  as 
(he  had  fuffered  freedoms  which  fhe 
ought  to  have  refented  from  a  man  who 
flie  was  obliged  to  own  (he  had  never  feen 
but  a  very  few  weeks;  but  who  took  the 
liberty  of  calling  her  by  her  Ghriftian 
name  with  all  that  rude  familiarity  and 
eafe  he  would  have  done  a  chamber-maid 
at  an  inn }  Mrs.  T.  teftified  inuch  fur- 
prife  when  fhe  heard  that  Denifon  was 
almoft  a  ftranger  to  her,  and  ventured  to 
fay  that  a  lady  of  her  very  large  fortune, 
who  certainly  was  intitled  to  a  man  of 
rank,  as  well  as  equal  fortune,  (hould 
have  permitted  fuch  a  man  as  Denifon  to 
take  fuch  liberties !  dnd  though  he  was 
a  very  fenfible  man,  yet  he  was  very 
under  bred,  and  had  but  very,  little  the 
appearance  of  a  getUkman^  and  as  little 
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o£  addrcfs  apd  manners  belonging  to 
that  charafter.  Mifs  W.  feemed  a  little 
confufed,  but  foon  recovering  herfelf, 
replied,  with,  a  fmile,  that  Ihe  did  not 
like  him  the  lef^  for  his  free  and  eafy 
manner,  as  £he  thought  it  was  a  proof  of 
his  good  nature  and  candid  difpofition, 
nor  did  he  attempt  to  conceal  from  her 
his  having  run  out  his  fortune,  but  told 
hier  ingenuoufly  that  he  owed  above  tea 
thoufand  pounds,  and  that  if  fhe  would 
give  him  that  fum  to  pay  his  debts,  he 
fhould  then  become  a  new  man^  and 
i^ould  fettle  upon  her  the  reft  of  her  for- 
tune! '^  And  don't  you  think,"  continued 
fee,  "  that  this  is  a  proof  of  a  Very  genc- 
*^  rpus  difppfition  ?  my  aunt  thinks  alfo 
**  that  he  will  make  a  very  good  hiifband^ 
•^  and  as  I  have  a  large  fortune,  why  fhould 
**  I  not  aft  with  generofity  towards  a  man 
**  who  I  really  believe  has  a  v^ry  great 
"  regard  for  me  ?  do  not  men  every  day 
"  marry  women  without  fortunes  ?  and 
"  why  is  a  wom^n  to  a£l  with  lefs  npble* 
"  nefs  qf  mipd  ?  am  I  not  ipprc  Ujccly  to 

«  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    73    > 

^*  be  happy  by  kying  him  under  an  obli- 
^  nation  lu  mc  ?  and  will  he  not  cllcetn 
*'  mc  the  more  for  my  dfGntereried  man* 
Rcr  of  a£Ung  T— ^  My  dear  Mifi  WiU 
Hams/*  fa  id  Mt^.  Tudor,  *^  ^  woman 
who  poffcffci  fuch  goodncrs  of  hearty 
*^  and  fuch  generous  rentimcnts,  deferves 
*^  indeed  lo  be  truly  happy;  but  yoti 
^  hive  not  yet  fecn  enough  of  this  man 
•*  to  be  a  judge  of  hia  merits.  As  to  his 
^^  tctnpcri  it  may  be  an  agreeable  onej 
"  but  even  of  that,  how  can  you  be  quite 
^^  fure  ?  has  be  not  reafort  lo  be  always 
"  ID  good  humour  whilft  be  is  in  your 
**  con^pany  ?  and  as  to  his  difpariiioni 
•*  (for  irmfer  and  iifppJUioH  arc  often  very 
**  oppofitc}  by  what  criterion  do  you 
"  judge  of  it  ?  have  you  heard  of  any 
^^  meritorious  adion  wherein  he  has  fig- 
"  nali]ted  himfclf  ?  ia  ii  a  proof  of  gcncro- 
**  Ctylh^thc  offers  to  fettle  all  your  own 
"  property  upon  you,  if  you  will  give 
^^  bim  ten  thoufand  pounds  ?  if  he  bad 
'^  not  made  that  propodtioni  what  mull 
*^  you  have  tbougbl  of  hli  effrontery  ? 
VoulL  L  «  for 
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"  for  I  was  informed,  that  he  faid  the 
*^  other  evening,  when  a  little  elevated 
•'  with  wine,  that  if  he  did  not  fucceed 
*^  in  getting  Betfy  for  a  wife,  he  certainly 
^^  fhould  put  an  end  to  his  exiftence,  as 
^*  he  was  an  undone  man,  and  therefore 
*^  it  was  neceffary  that  he  fhould  have 
*^  your  fortune  to  enable  him  to  be  pre- 
**  ferved  from  finking !  nor  is  it  im- 
*^  poflible,  my  dear  Mifs  Williams,  that 
^'  when  he  has  got  it,  he  may  poffibly  be 
•*  led  into  the  fame  train  of  extravagance 
*^  which  was  the  caufe  of  his  former  rtiin; 
**  and  then,  it  is  probable  you  will  have 
^*  tQo  much  reafon  to  repent  of  that  good 
**  opinion  of  which  he  is  now  honoured  !*• 
Mifs  W.  appeared  to  be  deeply  pene* 
trated  with  Mrs.  T.'s  obfervations,  and 
would  no  doubt  have  been  benefited  by 
them,  if  it  had  not  been  on  the  eve  of 
her  departure ;  fo  that'it  is  probable  fhc 
forgot  all  Mrs.  T.'s  advice  during  the 
firft  half  hour  flie  liftened  to  the  hypo, 
critical  cant  of  her  /alfe  and  pretended  ad- 
mirer, whofe   adorations  were  folcly  ad- 
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(drefled  to  her  fortune !  if  (he  could  but 
have  (laid  to  profit  a  little  more  by 
Mrs.  Tudor's  advice,  flie  might  have 
cfcaped  the  pit  into  which  fhe  fell  by 
marrying  a  libertine  deftitute  of  princi- 
ple and  honour  !  for  in  a  few  weeks  after 
they  left  the  cottage,  Denifon  led  his  in- 
nocent and  credulou3  vi£lim  to  the  altar, 
took  a  houfe  in  London,  and  made  ^  mag^ 
nificeni  Jigure  !  though  they  were  invited 
by  none  but  their  own  relations.  This 
difplay  confided  of  a  fuperb  equipage, 
the  finefl  horfes,  rich  liveries,  the  but- 
tons of  which  were  of  folid  filver,  with 
the  CREST  of  their  mafler  engraved  on 
them.  Thus  he  contrived  without  the 
credit  of  keeping  any  genteel  company, 
to  fquander  the  greater  part  of  bis  wife's- 
fortune  in  a  very  fhort  time;  fo  that  they 
were  obliged  with  a  family  of  yoifng  chil- 
dren, to  live  fome  years  on  the  Continent. 
On  their  return  to  England,  they  retired 
(o  a  remote  fituation  in  Wales,  where 
fhe  repented  at  leifure,  among  the  dreary 
pioUDtains^  her  weaknefs  and  unhappy 
L  a  fate  [ 
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fate !    But    this    dear    amiable   woman, 
amidft  all  her  forrows,  has  never  been 
known  to  utter  a  fingle  reproach  to  her 
unworthy  hufband,  for  what  fhe  has  un- 
dergone; but  fhews  him  the  tendernefs, 
attention,  and  refpeft,   which  is  due  to 
the  beft  of  hufbands.     Indeed  fhe  is  a 
pattern  of  conjugal  fidelity,  and  a  moft 
afFeftionate  mother !  in  fhort,  {he  poflef- 
fes  every  virtue  and  amiable  quality  that 
man  could  defire  in  woman ;  it  is  there- 
fore to  be  greatly  lamented,  that  fhe  has 
not  a  hufband  worthy  of  fuch  fuperibr 
excellence !  that  a  womanpofTefSng  fuch 
an   underflanding,    fhould  have  fuffered 
her  judgment  to  be  fo  warped  and  im- 
pofed  upon,  is  a  ftrong  proof  that  reafon 
has  nothing  to  do  in  the  bufinefs  of  love! 
moft  certainly,  love  is  not  in  our  own 
power !   for  if  the  tender  pafBon  could  be 
controuled  by  reajorty  we  fhould  not  fee 
fo  many   unhappy  and  difproportionate 
marriages !   but  it  is  a  duty  in  us  to  re- 
mind the   young   reader,    that  love  only 
promifes  to  produce  real  happinefs  when 
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it  arifes  from  efteem  and  friendfliip;  z 
very  different  fenti^^ent  from  thai  which 
fprings  from  paflion,  or  is  the  effeft  of  an 
over  heated  imagination,  which  fubfide$ 
as  foon  as  the  novelty  and  tranfitory  de- 
lufion  vanifh!  if  people  mjirry  merely 
for  convenience,  for  lucre  or  ambitious 
views,  what  reafonable  happinefs  can  be 
cxpefted  ?  Avarice  is  a  more  frightful 
vice  than  any  that  can  take  pofleflion  of 
the  human  mind !  thofe  who  are  addifted 
to  it  are  ever  unfeeling,  infenfible  to  the 
wants  and  misfortunes  of  their  fellow  crea- 
tures, and  confequently  ftrangers  to  the 
ihoft  rational  and  exquifite  of  all  human 
enjoyments; — thofe  of  friendship! 

"  Friendfliipy  the  balm  and  cordial  of  life; 
"  Without  it,  'tis  a  load  not  worth  pofleffing!'* 

The  charafter  we  have  given  of  Deni- 
fon,  naturally  leads  us  to  make  (imilar 
obfervations  on  the  mode  of  educating 
boys  as  well  as  girls,  the  vices  of  both 
proceeding  beyond  difpute,  from  the 
fame  caufe ;  namely,  a  total  negleft  of 
their  morals,  and  not  being  properly  in- 
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ftruCied  in  the  true  principles  of  religion, 
a  fubjed  that  ought  t^  be  made  the  firft  and 
principal  obje£t  of  their  ftudy  at  eveiy 
fchool,  in  preference  even  to  claflical  learn* 
ing,  and  every  other  accomplifbment,  ^s 
the  former  is  pf  importance  to  their  eter- 
nal welfare,  while  the  latter,  only  regards 
the  conveni^ces ,  and  pleafures  of  this 
life :  for  though  we  by  no  means  wi(h  to 
intimate)  that  learning  and  accomplilh- 
ments  are  to  be  negle£led,  yet  they  ought 
only  to  be  di  fecondary  confideration  !  for 
no  qualifications  or  talents  of  any  kind, 
let  them  be  ever  fo  brilliant,  can  nev?r 
compenfate  for  the  want  of  virtue,  true 
honour,  and  piety  towards  God.  The 
ftudy  of  the  claffics,  the  belles  lettres, 
and  every  fpecics  of  polite  literature, 
inoft  certainly  fit  ^  man  for  fociety ;  but 
do  they  completely  qualify  them  to  ap- 
fwer  the  great  end  of  their  creation  ?  cer- 
tainly not !  at  the  fame  time,  we  do  npj^ 
prefume  to  decry  human  learning;  we 
know  its  ufe  and  are  fenfible  of  its  bene- 
^ts,  but  we  wifh  to  n^ake  it  fubfervient 
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ib  keligion,  and  to  fee  it  made  the  princi- 
pal objeA  in  the  Education  of  youth.  It 
may  be  faid,  perhaps,  that  I  reafon  like 
a  woman,  who  cannot  be  altogether  ac« 
quainted  with  the  courfe  of  inftrudion 
purfued  in  the  principal  fchools  and  fc^ 
minaries  of  our  country.  To  this  I  an- 
fwer,  that  it  is  true  I  am  a  woman,  but 
with  the  experience  of  a  mother;  and  I 
may  venture  to  affert,  without  fear  of 
contradifiion,  that  young  men  when  they 
leave  the  mod  diftinguifhed  public 
fchools,  know  more  of  the  Pagan  my  tho** 
logy  than  the  Chriftian  Religion  ;  and  I 
may  make  the  fame  obfervation  refpefting 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  quit  the 
Univerfity,  unlefs  they  have  been  parti- 
cularly prepared  for  the  clerical  func 
tions. 

I  have  alfo  lived  long  in  the  worlds 
and  thefe  pages  muft  have  long  fince  con- 
vinced my  readers,  that  I  am  not  without 
fome  knowledge  of  its  manners  and  its 
ways;  and  I  do  not  merely  repeat  the 
dogmas  of  philofophy  or  the  doftrines  of 
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religion,  when  I  (late  the  dangers  whkB 
attend  the  poCTefljon  of  wealth,  of  ho- 
Bours,  and  exalted  ftation :  my  own  ex- 
perience confirms  them.  I  well  know  the 
ufes  of  adverfity ;  I  am  not  infepfibl^  to 
its  corredive,  meliorating^  and  frying 
powers.  I  have  long  fince  believed  it  to 
be  a  bleffing  in  difguife,  which  often 
proves  man's  bell  friend  in  life,  and  fe- 
cures  to  him  real  and  folid  comfort,  w^en 
he  mod  needs  it,  on  the  bed  of  languifh- 
ing,  and  in  the  hour  of  death. 

Thefe  refleftions  have  brought  to  my 
recolledion,  the  obfervation  which  Mr* 
Garrick's  difplay  of  the  beauties  and  de-» 
corations  of  his  Hampton  Villa,  dreii! 
from  Dr.  Johnfon  :  David,  David,  **  thefe 
^'  are  the  things  which  make  a  death-bed 

*^  terrible ! To  (hew  that  our  opinion 

is  not  Jingtdar  as  to  the  advantages  of  ad- 
verfity over  profperity,  we  will  recite  a 
few  lines  from  an  author  of  the  firft  emi- 
nence, who  makes  his  hero  exprefs  him- 
fclf  thus  :  "  My  father  defired  me  to  re- 
**  late  the  paffages  of  my  life^  which  my 
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^^  uncle  bad  told  him  were  manifold  and 
^^  furpriiing  :  I  recounted  the  mod  mate- 
*^  rial  circumftances  of  my  fortune,  to 
*^  which  he  liftened  with  wonder  and  at- 
**  tention,  manifefting  from  time  to  time> 
**  thofe  different  emotions  which  my  dif- 
^'  ferent  fituations  may  be  fuppofed  to 
**  have  raifed  in  a  parent's  breaft ;  and 
^  when  my  detail  was  ended,  bleffed  God 
**  for  the  adverfity  I  had  undergone, 
**  which  he  faid,  enlarged  the  under- 
*'  ftanding,  improved  the  heart,  fteeled 
^^  the  conftitution,  and  qualified  a  young 
"  man  for  all  the  duties  and  enjoyments 
"  of  life,  much  better  than  any  educa- 
**  tion  which  affluence  could  beftow." 
Many  are  the  advantages  mo  ft  certainly, 
which  we  derive  from  misfortune,  which 
are  of  importance  to  us  both  as  to  our 
temporal,  as  well  as  fpiritual  good;  for 
by  misfortunes  we  are  taught  the  beft  of 
all  leflbns,  viz.  to  be  acquainted  with  our- 
felves !  befides  one  of  the  greateft  tem- 
poral advantages  that  can  accrue  to  us  is, 
to  be  well  ajiired^  who  are  our  real  friends: 
Vol.  II.  M  thi^ 
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this  is  an  advanuge  that  the  rich,  the 
profperous,  and  the  great  can-  never  per- 
fedly  afcertainl  health,  likewife,  and 
vigour,  the  firft  temporal  bleffin^s,  are 
more  generally  the  attendants  on  humble 
induftry ;  for  when  do  we  hear  of  the  day- 
labourer  being  laid  up  with  the  gout,  or 
the  peafant's  wife  finking  and  fainting  with 
nervous  complaints  and  hyfterics  ?  which 
is  to  be  preferred,  let  me  afk,  riches  and 
difeafe,  or  poverty  and  health  ? 


CHAP.     XXX. 

COL.  PLAISTOW  TAKES  LEAVE  OF  HIS 
IRIENDS  AT  FELIX  COTTAGE  WITH  AN 
INTENTION  OF  RETURNING  TO  H.  AND 
FROM  THENCE  TO  LONDON. 

COL.  P.  having  with  his  family  taken 
leave  of  the  delightful  cottage  and 
its  happy  inhabitants,  fet  out  for  H, 
where  they  propofed  ftayfng  a  few  weeks, 
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wiih  iltcir  childfcn  wliam  they  htd  left 
there  for  ibc  bcoeBt  of  fea  bailing ;  and 
then  imcndcd  lo  proceed  lawErd^  ihc  me* 
cropaliii,  al  the  particalar  requctt  of  Den- 
ifoii,  wholu  fccms  had  prevailed  on  the 
ladies  to  be  of  his  party  to  a  grand  maf- 
qticradct  which  was  la  be  given  at  the 
Opera  Houfc  by  the  French  AmbafTador. 
Co  J,  Plaillaw  did  iioi  much  reliJh  this 
piece  of  gallantry  in  Dcnifon,  but  found 
himfclf  under  ihc  ncceffity  of  complying 
ynh  the  Squire *5  requeft,  as  he  found 
the  ladlei  bad  engaged  thcmfelves  to  ac- 
cept of  his  offer,  and  that  he  had  taken 
upon  himfelf  the  whole  cxpence  of  lodg* 
ing5^  dreffes,  tickets,  &c.  which  be  could 
FCD^  well  venture  to  do  on  ihc  Orength  of 
Mifs  Wtltisms's  fortunei  of  which  he 
fccmcd  fo  fully  Jd^rmimd  lo  pofTefs. 
Although  Mr,  Tudor  had  a  mo  (I  afFcc* 
tionatc  regard  for  CoL  Plaiftow,  he  could 
not  but  feel  rejoiced  at  being  again  at  full 
libeny  to  indulge  his  tafle  for  retirement 
without  further  iuierruption.  Mrs.  Tu- 
dor^  who  preferred  the  fociety  of  her 
M  z  hufband 
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huftand  to  all  the  world,  could  not  re- 
frain  from  cxpreffing  likewifc  her  fatisfac- 
tion  on  the  departure  of  their  guefts;  for 
though  flie  had  always  highly  refpefted 
the  Col.  and  his  Lady,  yet  her  good  opi- 
nion of  Mrs.  P.  was.  rather  diminifhed, 
fince  fhe  perceived  her  drift  with  refpeft 
to  Mifs  W.  as  {he  could  not,  Mrs.  Tudor 
obferved,  be  ignorant  of  her  coufin  De- 
nifon's  charafler,  both  as  to  extravagance 
and  the  habits  of  gaming.  Was  it  fair 
and  honeft  then,  faid  (he,  to.  invite  that 
man  to  her  houfe  to  make  a  facrifice  of 
an  innocent  and  amiable  young  woman, 
that  he  might  repair  his  broken  fortune  ? 
if,  continued  Mrs.  T.  they  had  accident- 
ally met  and  become  attached  to  each 
other,  it  would  have  been  a  very  diflFe- 
rent  thing,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  it 
was  a  deep-laid  fcheme  between  Mrs  P. 
and  her  maiden  filler,  who  mod  likely 
had  a  promife  of  being  well  recompenfed 
by  their  needy  coufin,  for  their  kind  and 
generous  interpofition  in  his  favour.  Mr. 
T.  alfo  expreffed  how  much  he  was  hurt, 
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not  only  that  fuch  an  amiable  girl  (hould 
fall  a  victim  to  the  avarice  of  her  female  re- 
lations who  he  was  fure,  from  what  he  had 
heard  Denifon  fay,  would  experience  his 
liberality,  if  he  fucceeded,  but  that  his 
friend,  the  Colonel  fhould  fuffer  himfelf 
to  be  duped  by  the  artifice  of  his  wife  and 
fifter  in  an  affair  in  which  it  was  manifelt 
he  himfelf  fo  greatly  difapproved!  Deni- 
fon's  unparalleled  barbarity  to  the  unfor- 
tunate young  Lady,  who  he  had  feduced, 
and  of  whofe  death  he  was  the  caufe,  fo 
Fouzed  the  indignation  of  Mr.  Tudor, 
that  he  declared  Mifs  W,  (hould  be  in- 
formed of  every  particular  which  he  did 
not  doubt,  he  faid,  but  would  cffeftually 
prevent  her  from  falling  a  prey  to  a  fet  of 
rapacious  relations  whofe  aim  was  not  to 
fecure  her  happinefs  or  advantage,  but  to 
partake  among  themfelves  the  loaves  and 
fiihes  of  which  fhe  was  poflefled !  Mrs. 
T.  highly  approved  her  hufband's  fenti- 
ments,  but  cautioned  him  toa6l  with  fuch 
difcretion  as  not  to  run  any  rifque  of  in- 
volving himfelf  or  others  in  an  affair  of 
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fuch  delicacy,  which  could  not  be  con* 
dufted  with  too  much  circumfpeftion. 

The  fervant  having  returned  from  the 
village  where  he  had  been  fent  with  let- 
ters to  the  poft-houfe,  brought  with  him 
one  from  Lady  D.  B.  in  which  her  Lady- 
fhip  after  expreffing  the  fatisfaftion  (he  felt 
at  the  very  polite  and  hofpitable  reception 
flie  met  with  at  the  cottage,  begged  to  re- 
mind Mr.  Tudor  of  his  promife  in  giving 
her  the  refufal,  if  ever  he  chofe  to  part 
with  that  charming  abode,  which  ihe 
^  imagined  might  be  his  intention^  if  he  had 
not  altered  his  mind  of  going  abroad. 
Mr.  T.  immediately  wrote  an  anfwer  to 
inform  her  Lady  (hip,  that  he  continued 
in  the  fame  difpofition  as  to  his  defire  of 
vifiting  the  Continent,  and  affured  her 
that  nothing  could  afford  him  greater 
pleafure  than  her  Ladyfhip's.  becoming 
the  poffefTor  of  his  cottage.  But  though 
Mr.  Tudor  affured  her  that  he  had  laid  out 
above  feven  hundred  pounds  befides  the 
original  purchafe,  her  Ladyfhip  offered 
him  no  more  than  the  fum  of  three  hun- 
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drcd  and  fifry  pounds^  which^  however, 
Mr*  Tudor  accepied  from  ihc  very  great 
rcfpcft  he  bare  her.  At  ihc  fame  time 
he  was  kctgbed  aL  by  the  Earl  of  R.  v*'ha 
faid  thai  he  would  have  readily  given 
him  eight  hundred  pounds  for  it^  and 
thought  it  a  goad  bargam^  adding  wittilyt 
"  I  do  not  know,  Tudor,  which  mod  lo 
"  admire^  Lady  B/s  munificence,  or 
"  your  very  pottle  aqoicfcencc !"  Bui^ 
however,  the  parting  with  it,  eofl  Mrs. 
Tudor  many  I  cars,  it  being  the  work  oF 
her  hufband*s  hands,  with  whom  (he  bad 
rpeni  rp  many  happy  hours,  afEiltng  him 
in  ibc  decoration!^  ofiu  As  foon  as  Mr. 
Tudor  had  difpatched  the  fcrvani  with 
his  leucr  to  Lady  B.  he  a  pin  renewed 
the  rubjetl  of  Denitons  inhumanity  la 
the  young  Lady,  and  the  bArcncfs  of  His 
female  coufin.^  who  fccmed  bent  on  the 
ruin  of  poor  Miff  W.  for  there  wa^  but 
little  chance  of  its  proving  oihcrwife,  if 
file  were  to  be  unforiunately  united  10 
fuch  a  man  as  Denifon !  For  a  nmn,  faid 
Mr.  Tudor,  who  h  capable  ofbarbarity  to 

one 
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on.c  woman,  can  never  be  expelled  16 
treat  another  with  that  tendernefs  which 
is  natural  for  a  woman  to  look  for  in  an 
hufband !  Indeed,  added  he,  I  pity  her 
much,  poor  girl,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  a^ing  as  one  would  be  done  by^ 
to  fufFer  her  to  fall  into  fuch  an  abyfs  of 
mifery  from  neglefting  to  forewarn  Jier  of 
her  danger:  if  flic  fufFers  herfelf  to  be 
mifled  after  fuch  a  warning,  fhc  will 
have  no  one  to  blame  but  herfelf!  Mr; 
Tudor's  fentiments,  were  the  fentiments 
of  a  man  of  nice  honour,  united  to  the 
tender  feelings  of  a  parent  who  had 
daughters  of  his  own,  and  therefore 
thought  it  an  aft  of  duty  whenever  he 
perceived  youth  and  innocence  of  cither 
fex,  in  danger,  to  endeavour  to  point  out 
the  fnares  which  he  forefaw  were  laid  for 
them !  Though  this  man,  faid  Mr.  T. 
is  a  good  fcholar,  and  of  a  good  family, 
is  there  any  one  that  more  richly  deferves 
an  halter  ?  But  how  many  crimes  do  men 
daily  commit,  for  which  the  laws  have 
not  hitherto  provided  punilhment !  fomc 
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of  which  are  of  a  more  dangerous  ten- 
dency, and  more  pernicious  in  their  ef- 
fefts,  than  many  of  thofe  offences  for 
which  men  fuffer  at  the  gallows !  The 
man  that  robs  me  of  my  purfe  is  hanged! 
the  man  who  robs  me  of  my  daughter,  who 
mins,  betrays,  diftionours  and  dcferts'her^ 
— ^^what! — no  puniftiihent  at  all  for  him, 
though  he  has  been  the  caufe  of  wretch- 
ednefs  to  an  unhappy  family !  Nay,  he  is 
not  fo  much  as  fcouted  by  the  men,  and 
we  are  forry,  very  forry  to  obferve,  from 
daily  experience,  that  he  is  not  deterred 
as  he  ought  to  be  by  the  women,  as  too 
many  of  them  profefs  to  admire  a  man 
of  gallantry!  We  are  authorifed  to 
fay  this  from  the  many  inftances  we  could 
recount  within  our  own  knowledge ;  but 
we  need  not  go  farther  back  for  an  ex- 
ample of  this  folly  and  depravity  in  fome 
of  the  fex  to  prove  the  truth  of  our  af- 
fertion,  than  by  declaring  it  to  be  a  faft; 
that  the  inhumanity  and  barbarity  of  the 
above  mentioned  Denifon  was  made 
known  to  Mifs  W,  previous  to  her  mar- 
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riage  with  that  unprincipled  monfterf 
The  generality  of  women,  however,  have 
the  vanity  to  think  that  they  arc  poffeffed 
of  fuflficient  charms  to  reclaim  a  libertine; 
and  the  fex  in  general  feem  to  coincide 
in  one  opinion,  that  the  reformed  rake 
makes  the  bed  hufband!  but  theydo  not 
always  recolleft  that  there  are  various 

forts    of  libertines.- For  inftance,  a 

young  man  who  has  been  led  to  exceed 
the  bounds  of  prudence,  with  refpeft  to 
the  fafliionable  follies  of  the  day,  if  he 
^oflefs  a  good  underdanding  and  a  good 
heart,  when  the  hey-day  of  youth  is  over 
and  the  paffions  become  calm,  fuch  a  one 
may  fee  his  paft  errors  in  a  proper  light, 
and  if  per  chance  he  Ihould  meet  with  an 
amiable  and  virtuous  woman,  who fe  men- 
tal qualifications  capacitate  her  to  become 
the  companion  of  a  man  of  fenfe,  there 
is  more  than  an  equal  chance,  of  their 
experiencing  as  much  poflible  happinefs 
as  this  world  can  afford !  But  when  a 
woman  falls  into  the  hands  of  a  libertine^ 
whofe  heart  is  corrupt,   who   laughs   at 

Religion^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


(    91    ) 

Religion,  who  is  a  gambler  and  a  drun- 
kard, what  happincfs  can  be  expccled  ? 
is  fuch  a  man  capable  of  friendfliip, 
afFeftion,  or  honour  ?  Yet  if  this  very 
vicious  cbaraSer  is  pofFefled  of  an  hand- 
fome  perfon,  genteel  in  his  addrefs,"and 
can  converfe  with  facility,  he  may,  with- 
out any  great  depth  of  undcrftanding, 
eafily  captivate  a  young,  unexperienced 
woman,  cfpecially  if  he  really  admires  her 
perfon,  as  he  will  then  be  an  alTiduous 
lover;  but  alas,  her  happinefs,  if  fhc 
marries  him,  will  be  but  of  a  fhort  dura- 
tion; for  when  his  fhort-lived  pajfion 
fubfides,  neither  her  fenfe  or  accomplifli- 
ments  will  have  any  power,  to  keep  him 
from  returning  to  his  former  purfuits. 
A  man  of  a  corrupt  heart  is  not  capable 
of  a  virtuous  friendfliip  ;  can  a  connec- 
tion founded  in  fentimcnt  and  affeftion 
fubfift,  but  between  pcrfons  who  aft  upon 
the  higheil  principles  of  virtue  and  ho- 
nour  ? 

It  may  in  general  be  obferved,  that  un- 

principled  pcrfons  are  always  very  deceit- 
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ful;  and  as  truth  and  honour  are  in  a  ftatc 
of  .eternal  alliance,  fuch  perfons  as  we 
have  defcribed,  muft  be  totally  ftrangers 
to  the  one  or  the  other;  and  as  fedudion 
is  the  confequence  of  deception,  we  wifh 
to  ftrike  at  the  root  of  that  crime  by  dif- 
covering  its  original  fource,  which  will  be 
the  objeft  of  the  next  chapter. 


CHAP.    XXXI. 

THE  DANGEROUS  CONSEQUENCES  WHICH 
OFTEN  ARISES  FROM  NEGLECTING  TO 
CHECK  IN  TIME  THAT  PROPENSITY 
WHICH  CHILDREN  TOO  GENERALLY 
HAVE,  TO  TELL  LIES,  AND  PRACTISE 
THEIR    LITTLE    DECEPTIONS. 

THE  greateft  evils  oftentimes  origi- 
nate from  caufes,  which  feem  fo 
very  infignificant  in  themfelves  on  a  fu- 
perficial  view,  that  few  people  will  be  at 
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ibe  pains    to  confider  the   probable  con- 
Jequcnct$  arifing  from  them.     Among  the 
foremoft  of  thefe,  is  the  pernicious  habit 
of  lying,  a  vice  common  uith  all  children, 
and  feldom  or  ever  puniftied  as  it  ought 
to  be  in  the  fchools  of  either  girls  or  boys. 
It  is  true,  the  child,  at  a  very  early  period 
of  its  life,  tells  a  lie  >vith  no  malicious 
intention,  but  merely   in  felf  defence  to 
avoid  being  puniflied  for  a  fault  it  has 
committed  !  but  to  prevent  this  growing 
evil,  the  beft  method,  mod  affuredly  would 
be,  to  pardon  the  fault,  and  chaftife  the 
child  for  telling  the  lie,  and  even  with 
careffes,  and  a  fmall  gratuity,  reward  it 
for  having  told  the  truth :  thus  the  child 
is  early  taught  to   know,   that  it  is  his 
irUcreJl  to  be  honcjl ;  and  every  preceptor 
ought  to  be  reminded,  that  kindnefs  will 
have  more  effeft,  even   with  the    moft 
flubborn  difpofitions,  than  aufterity.  This 
kind  of  treatment  feems  to  be  the  moft 
infallible  method  of  nipping  in  the  bud 
an  evil,  which,  if  let  to  take  deep  root,  is 
the  caufe  of  greater  mifchief  than  can  at 
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firft  be  conceived.  The  progrefs  of  this; 
vice  may  be  traced  thus  : — the  child  tells 
a  lie  from  fear,  and,  by  ftedfaftly  de- 
nying the  charge  againft  him,  perhaps 
luckily  efcapes  puniflimcnt;  having  thus 
happily  fucceeded,  he  not  only  feels  de- 
lighted at  having  efcapcd  correftion,  but 
feels  a  fecret  pride  in  having  been  able 
to  out-wit  thofc  who  are  older  and  wifcr 
than  himfelf !  This,  of  courfe,  fets  the 
young  mind  upon  inventing  lies,  either 
from  fun,  or  malice,  againft  fome  of  his 
fchool-fcllows  who  are  innocent,  and  ac- 
cordingly fufFer  for  a  fuppofed  oflFence ; 
this  is  adding  cruelty  to  deceit !  A  child, 
by  this  means,  is  early  praftifed  in  low 
cunning,  which,  by  degrees,  increafes  and 
grows  fo  habitual,  even  in  fome  when  they 
arrive  at  maturity,  that  they  feem  to  take 
a  peculiar  pleafure  in  telling  falfehocds, 
the  aim  of  which  is  cither  to  make  mif- 
chief  among  their  acquaintance,  or  to 
gratify  the  vanity  of  being  thought  to 
poffefs  fome  hidden  fecrets,  known  only 
tothemfelvcs;  but  whatever  motive  may 
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incite  them,  the  heart,  thus  initiated  in 
deceit  and  impofition,  becomes  at  laft  fo 
depraved  and  debafed,  that  to  gain  any 
point  they  have  in  view,  treachery,  fraud, 
cruelty,  and  every,  art  that  the  fubtlety 
of  a  degenerate  mind  can  invent,  are  put 
in  full  force.  This  art  is  of  peculiar  fer- 
vice  in  the  horrid  bufinefs  of  feduftion ! 
The  confequence  of  which  is,  to  deftroy 
the  peace  of  mind  of  a  too  credulous 
female ;  and  yet  it  often  happens,  that  the 
Very  man  who  has  been  guilty  of  this 
aft  of  cruelty  and  injuftice  will  have  the 
effrontery  to  call  himfelf,  no  doubt,  a  man 
of  honour!  that  is,  he  would  not  ven- 
ture to  advance  a  falfehood  to  one  of  his- 
own  fex,  from  the  fear  of  having  his  nofe 
pulled!  nor  would  the  fame  man  think  of 
avoiding  the  payment  of  a  gaming  debt, 
vhich  is  ludicroufly  enough  called  a  debt 
of  honour,  though,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
fees  nothing  difhonourable  in  fwindling 
all  his  juft  creditors  out  of  their  pro- 
perty !  He  feels  npt  the  lead  Ihame  or 
remorfe,  nor  even  pity,  for  the  ruin  in 
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which  he  has  involved  the  honefl  tradef- 
man  and  his  family,  who,  confiding  in  his, 
honour,  has  furnifhed  him  ^^ith  every 
ifonveniency  and  even  luxury,  ihat  he 
might  be  enabled  to  keep  up  the  confe^ 
quence  of  a  man  of  fashion  !  If  he 
endeavours  to  feduce  the  wife  or  daugh* 
ter  of  his  friend,  and  fhould  get  rebuked 
for  it,  as  a  man  of  honour,  he  cannot  put 
up  wit  h  any  affront,  but  immediately 
challenges  the  injured  party.  Is  not  this 
the  farce  which  is  carried  on  every  day  in 
the  world  of  fafhion  ?  Now  j  if  principles 
oftrue  honour  were  carefully  inltilled  into 
the  minds  of  young  men  when  at  fchool, 
which  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  the  maflcrs 
Hfho  inftruft  them  in  all  other  matters, 
thofe  falfe  notions  of  honour,  fo  preva- 
lent among  the  generality  of  fafiiionablc 
youngfters,  would  in  a  (hort  time  be  dif- 
countenanced,  and  held  as  they  ought  to 
be,  and  as  they  are  by  men  of  virtuous 
and  upright  charafters,  as  truly  dctefla- 
ble!  No  yoang  man  who  may  read 
thcfe  remarks,    fevere    as  ihey  may   bff 
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iliought,  will  venture  to  fay,  that  thejr 
are  not  jud^  and  founded  upon  principles 
of  virtue  and  real  honour,  though  the  next 
moment  he  may  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  led  into 
the  fame  train  of  errors  and  vices  which  in 
his  heart  he  condemns.  *  Such  a  baneful 
influence  has  that  tyrant  Faihion  !  and 
fuch  a  power  that  falfe  fliatne,  which 
makes  them  tremble  at  the  ridicule  of 
their  profligate  companions.  There  is, 
without  difpute,  a  great  diffeience  to  be 
made  between  ^//zVs  and  vices^  but  folly 
is  too  often  ih^Jorcrunncr  of  vice  !  Vanity 
being  a  very  predominant  paflion  of  man, 
with  young  people  of  courfo,  its  grati- 
fication  chiefly  lies  in  external  appear- 
ance and  a  love  of  finery  and  fliew;  the 
aim  of  which  is  to  attraft  notice  and  to 
command  refpeft  and  homage  from  the 
world,  which  the  appearance  of  opulence 
never  fails  to  create  :  fuch  refpeQ  lafts  no 
longer  than  their  money  and  pagcaniry,for 
when  that  is  over,  who  will  then  come  for- 
ward among  the  cringing  crowd  of  fawn- 
ing fycophants  to  fave  them  from  perdi- 
VoL.  II.  O  tion  ? 
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lafl  fcene  of  depravity^  and  where   ilie       ^H 

heart  is  fitted  for  critues  of  the  deepell       ^H 

^^^^^^^^B ' 

dye !    But  ihii  horrid  vice  not  only  cor-           ■ 
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rupts  the  heart,  debafes  the  mind,  and 
benumbs  fenfibility,  but  manifeftly  fpoiU 
the  temper,  and  vifibly  alters  the  counte- 
nance !  If  this  vice  ther>  is  fo  hateful 
and  fcandalous  in  men,  what  mud  we 
think  of  Female  Gamblers?  A  woman 
given  to  this  vice  ipuft  know  that  A^r  own 
honour  J  or  her  hufband's  fortune,  if  not 
both  of  them,  are  in  danger,  if  flie  pur- 
fues  it.  We  fpeak  not  of  card  playing, 
as  a  private  amufement  for  innocent  paf- 
time  among  a  few  friends,  who  are  not, 
perhaps,  qualified  to  entertain  each  other 
by  their  cqnverfation,  where  the  confe- 
quences  of  either  lofing  or  winning,  is  no 
great  objeft;  but  when  it  proceeds,  from 
the  predominant  pallion  of  Avarigej  and 
thofe  fums  are  rifqued,  which  may  ruir^ 
one  of  the  parties,  then,  it  is,  that  it  be- 
comes a  more  odious  vice !  And  as  wc 
have  already  obferved,  if  it  can  thus  dif- 
tort  and  make  fo  vifible  an  alteration  on 
the  countenance  of  a  man,  what  muft  be 
the  efFefts  on  the  more  delicate  features 
of  a  woman ! 
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An  Irifh  lady  of  great  beauty  loA  her 
life  at  Bath^  but  a  few  years  ago,  intirely 
owing  to  this  vice  !     Her  boundlefs  ex- 
travagance was  the  original  caufe  of  her 
commencing  Gamr/Irtfs  as  a  neccflary  rc- 
fourcc  to  rcplcnidi  her  cxhauflcd  purfe : 
from    being  moll    exquifitely    beautiful. 
With  a  mcckncfs  of  temper,  which  render- 
ed her  lovely  and  amiable  before,  and,  for 
fomc  lime  after  her  marriage,  with  a  nioft 
worthy  and  dcferving  man,  flie  became  in 
lefs  than  four  years,  hard-fcatured,auflere^ 
ill-humuurcd,    with    ryes    bloated    from 
keeping  late  hours,  and  a  very  terma- 
gant in   temper,    which    rendered   truly 
wretched,  a  numerous  and   lovely    ofF- 
fpring  of  her  unhappy  hufband,  had  by  a 
form  r  wife  !     This  is  a  faft  well  known 
at  Bath  I  but  a  thoufand  inflances  of  the 
fame  kind  are  to  be  found  daily  among 
the  fajhimahk  wives  of  the  pre  fen  t   age^ 
who  feem  to  have  thrown  aficlc  that  amia* 
ble  fofmefs,  and  gentle  nature  which  they 
affumed  during  their  virgin  ftatc ! 
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Thefe  reflexions  on  that  modefly  which 
\s  the  moft  fafcinating  charm  that  caa 
adorn, the  female  charatler,  reminds  us  of 
Rouffeau's  delightful  Apoftrophe  on  the 
fubjecl, 

*•  Sweet  modefty,  fupreme  pleafurc  of  love ! 

"  How  many  charms  does  a  woman  lofe,  when  (he 

«*  lofes  thee? 
"  How  many,  if  they  knew  the  power  of  thy  cm- 

*'  pire, 
♦*  Would  be  careful  to  prefer ve  thee !" 

Let  this  be  a  leffon  to  every  lovely  bride 
to  keep  fccure  her  dominion  over  the 
man  to  whom  fhe  has  given  her  hand ; 
nor  attempt  to  fway  by  any  other  means. 
This  being  a  fubjcft  of  fiich  importance 
to  the  more  lovely  of  the  fex,  we  are 
tempted  to  quote  another  very  fcnfiblc 
writer  of  our  own  country,  as  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  prcfent  fubjcft.  Spcakitig  of 
women  who  were  fond  of  walking  in  their 
riding  dreffcs  and  great  coats  with  a 
coachman's  cape^  and  affefling  a  mafculinc air^ 
he  proceeds  thus: — 

**   Your  cum  affarel  ivear  :  nor  hope  to  charm 
"  By  manlj  airs,  which  all  your  power  difarm. 

•*  For 
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•^  For  female  power  in  female  foftncfs  lies : 
♦•  Sweet  fmiles,  or  melting  tears  and  tender  fighi. 
**  Can  Fulvia,  gambling  at  the  midnight  rout, 
"  Or  boldly  ftrutting  in  her  cloth  furtout 
••  Or  randying'midft  the  mob's tumaltuous 
♦*  Or  whirling  Ver  the  plain  her  lofty  car, 
♦*  Fierce  as  Bellona,  rufhing  to  the  war  ; 
♦*  Can  fuch  bold  Amazons  with  Daphne  vie ; 
**  Grace  in  each  motionj  Heaven  in  her  eye  ? 
^*  With  flowing  veft,  and  fvvect  Madona  air, 
**  Devoutly  leaning  o'er  her  infant  care; 
**  Who  each  lleft  hour  with  innocence  employs, 
**  And  knows  no  blifb  but  in  co.njftic  joys  ; 
**  When  females  thus  their  native  charms  refume, 
**  Extend  their  views  beyond  a  tranfient  bloom  ; 
♦*  When  thus  you  live  attentive  to  )our  fame, 
*'  Then  men  fliall  boaft  to  calico*  by  their  name; 
**Then  beauty  on  her  throne  you'll  re-inftate, 
**  Whilft  crouds  of  vaflals  on  her  nod  (hall  wait, 
•*  And'from  her  fmiles,  c'cn  Kings  cxpeA  their 
"  fate." 
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CHAP.    XXXIL 

kR.  TUDOR  AND  HIS  FAMIl4  TAKE  LEAVt 
OP  THEIR  DELIGHTFUL  COTTAGE*. 
THEY  SET  OUT  FOR  LONDON,  WHERE 
THEY  PROPOSE  TO  SPEND  A  FEW  DAYS 
PREVIOUS  TO  THEIR  GOING  TO  FRANCE* 
AN  AFFECTING  STORY  OF  TWO  YOUNO 
LADIES. 


A^ 


S  foon  as  Mr.  Tudor  had  obtained 
leave,  through  the  intereft  of  that 
truly  worthy  nobleman  the  Marquis  of 
R.  to  refign  his  military  employment  in 
favour  of  Capt.  S.  he  quitted  with  regret 
his  fweet  retreat  at  Felix  Cottage,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Tudor  and  their  young  fa- 
mily, with  an  intention  of  fpending  a  few 
weeks  in  London,  previous  to  their  fet- 
ting  out  on  their  intended  tour,  to  the 
Continent.  Mrs.  Tudor,  upon  her  arrival 
in  town,  waited  upon  her  amiable  friend 
Mrs.  Stateljr,  who  ftill  retained  for  her 
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that  tender  regard  and  efteem  (he  had 
always  fo  zcaloufly  profefTed.  When 
Ihc  was  informed  of  Mrs.  Tudor's  inten- 
tions of  vifiting  the  Continent,  flie  ear- 
nellly  intreatcd  her  to  write  often  to  her, 
as  (lie  fhould  not  only  be  very  anxious, 
file  faid,  to  be  informed  of  her  health  a«d 
fafcty,  but  could  wifh  that  Mrs.  T.  would 
be  at  the  pains  to  favour  her  now  and 
then  with  her  obfcrvations  on  the  cuftoms 
and  manners  of  France;  well  knowing, 
flie  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  her  veracity 
was  to  be  depended  upon  2  for  though, 
continued  Mrs.  Stately,  I  have  read  many 
books  of  travels,  I  have  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  fome  of  thefe  travelling  xoriters, 
were  never  nearer  to  thfe  Continent  than 
in  a  two  pair  of  (lairs  room  in  London;  and 
thofe  who  really  have  travelled,  feem  in 
general  to  have  been  more  attentive  to 
their  literary  fame,  than  to  the  truth ;  my 
reafon  for  thinking  fo,  has  originated 
from  the  different  accounts  that  have  beei 
given  by  travelling  authors  of  die  fa?.ie 
places   which  they  have,  or  pretended  to 
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have,  vifited:  and,  befides,  it  is  not 
merely  travelling  through  a  country  by 
which  they  can  learn  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  in  ufe  among  the  firft  clafs  of 
people,  unlefs  they  can  be  introduced 
into  their  fociety,  and  partake  of  thofe 
entertainments,  which  cannot  be  the  lot  of 
but  very  few  travellers.  But  as  you  will 
have  an  opportunity  from  your  connec-. 
tions  here,  of  being  introduced  into  the 
fafliionable  circles,  I  do  not  doubt  but 
I  (hall  receive  great  fatisfaflion  from  your 
account;  and  I  am  the  more  anxious  to 
be  informed  of  fome  particulars  to  which 
I  am  totally  a  ftranger,  having  never  beeni 
abroad :  it  is  poffible,  however,  that  the 
account  I  fhall  receive  from  you  will  de- 
termine me  to  vifit  Paris,  efpecially  if 
the  Duchefs  of  R,  (hould  continue  there 
next  winter,  though  it  is  reported  that  the 
Duke  is  to  return  home,  and  the  Earl  of 
R.  appointed  ambafiador  in  his  ftead* 
Upon  Mrs.  Tudor  having  promifed  to 
become  a  punftual  correfpondcnt,  the  two 
ladies  mod  afFe£lionately  embraced  each 
Vol.  II.  P  other. 
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•ther,  "when  Mrs.  T.  reluftantly  took  htt 
leave.  On  her  return  home,  Ihe .  ac- 
quainted Mr.  Tudor  with  the  converfa- 
tion  which  had  pafled  between  Mrs.  Stately 
and  herfelf ;  when  Mr.  T.  declared  he 
thought  Mrs.  S.  had  reafon  for  the  re- 
mark Ihe  had  made  upon  the  generality 
of  travelling  writers ;  for  inftance,  faid 
he,  what  dependance  can  any  one  have 
upon  fuch  a  writer  as  B.  who  in  a  letter 
lately  written  in  Italian  to  ene  of  histro- 
thers,  he  calls  England  the  Sink  of  Europe! 
It  is,  in  the  firft  place,  rather  a  proofs  if  he 
cxpreiTed  his  real  fentiments  that  he  could 
have  had  no  other  opportunity  of  know- 
ing the  manners  and  cuftoms  in  this  coun- 
try but  from  what  he  had  experienced  in 
brothels  or  night  cellars,  but  he  knew  it  to 
be  a  falfehood  which  he  has  dared  to  ad- 
vance, and  is  a  proof  of  not  only  a  mali- 
cious difpofition  but  of  the  blacked  in- 
gratitude, as  I  am  confident  he  has  re- 
ceived many  marks  of  friendftiip  from 
very  refpeftable  charafters,  one  of  whom, 
if  I  am  not  miftaken,   faved  him  from 
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being  in  a  very  difagrceable  fituation. 
He  likewife  faid,  that  Sunday  in  England 
was  a  moft  melancholy  day ;  no  recrea- 
tions allowed  as  in  other  countries  (in 
that  he  fpoke  truth)  and  that  during  the 
time  of  Divine  fervice,  there  was  alfo 
planted  fpies,  to  liften  if  any  one  fworc, 
or  behaved  with  indecorum.  I  prefume, 
faid  Mr.  T.  that  he  alludes  to  the  beadles, 
who  have  orders  to  prevent  beggars  being 
in  the  ftreets,  during  church  time;  but 
he  expreffcs  much  furprize  at  the  great 
number  of  ftreet  walkers,  who  parade,  he 
fays,  up  and  down  the  ftreets,  many  of 
whom  are  not  above  ten  years  old  !  Now 
every  one  muft  know  ihat  this  is  very 
rarely  the  cafe  in  England,  and  at  beft,  a 
very  infamous  exaggeration. 

Another  celebrated  writer,  continued 
Mr.  T.  becaufe  he  was  ill,  and  out  of 
humour  with  every  thing  and  every  body, 
during  his  travels  through  France,  was 
often  very  unjuft  and  illiberal  in  his  re- 
marks, and  once  declared  (though  he  was 
fcarcely  able  to  travel,  being  in  a  deep 
P  2  decline, 
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decIinC)  he,  by  his  menaces  and  angry 
looks  fo  frightened  a  French  nobleman 
that  he,  with  the  moft  perfeft  good  breed- 
ing and  condefcenfion,  aflifted  in  tying 
on  his  baggage  !  "  Now,"  faid  Mr.  T. 
thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  pride 
and  haughtincfs  of  the  French  Nobkfs^ 
mud  look  upon  this  alfertion  as  rather 
topping  the  traveller  upon  us !"  At  this 
inilant,  a  violent  rap  at  the  door  announc- 
ed the  approach  of  fome  vifitors,  when  in 
came  two  ladies,  the  eldeft  of  whom  was 
Mrs.  P — n,  a  lady  of  a  moft  refpeftablc 
character,  and  for  whom  Mrs.  Tudor  had 
a  very  great  regard ;  on  her  entering  the 
room,  Mrs.  T.  foon  perceived  by  her 
countenance  and  manner  that  fhe  laboured 
under  fome  very  great  affli3ion;  the  mo- 
ment fhe  was  feated,  Ihe  burft  out  in  a 
torrent  of  tears !  at  which  Mrs.  Tudor 
ftood  mute  with  aftonifhment!  When 
the  lady  who  accompanied  her,  thus  broke 
filence !  Ah !  Madam,  faid  (he,  turning 
to  Mrs.  Tudor,  the  laft  time  you  faw  my 
poor    friend,  fhe  was    then   happy    and 
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blefled  in  the  afFeftion^  of  two  daughters, 
whom  Ihe  moft  tenderly  loved ;  but  alas ! 
the  fcene  is  fadly  changed,  for  (he  is  now 
the  moft  miferable  of  women!  Here  the 
lady  ftopped,  being  unable  to  proceed 
for  fobs  and  tears,  which  flowed  down 
her  cheeks  in  great  abundance;  For 
God's  fake,  madam,  faid  Mrs.  Tudor, 
put  me  out  of  this  painful  fufpence;  tell 
me  what  has  been  the  matter.  Has  any 
thing  happened  to  her  daughters?  has 
either  of  them  eloped  with  any  one  ?  or 
what  accident,  tell  me,  I  pray  of  you  ? 
Neither  one  or  the  other;  it  is  fo  bad, 
that  you  cannot  form  the^eaft  idea  of  it! 
At  this,  poor  Mrs.  P.  was  near  fainting 
away  !  as  foon  as  fhe  was  a  little  recover- 
ed, her  companion  with  difliculty  re- 
fumed  her  difcourfe,  and  informed  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tudor,  that  the  two  Mifs  P — 's 
were  in  confinement,  where  they  were  to 
remain,  'till  they  could  obtain  the  king's 
pardon,  on  condition  of  being  tranfported, 
as  they  had  been  guilty  of  felony  !  ; 
Words  cannot  defcribc  their  amazement, 
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and  the  fhock  that  both  Mr.  Tudor  and 
his  lady  felt,  on  hearing  this  melancholy 
account,  was  fo  fevere  that,  for  fome  mi- 
nutes they  could  only  view  each  other 
in  (ilent  forrow !  *  At  length  Mrs.  P.  was 
requefted  to  retire  into  the  next  room, 
whilft  her  companion  explained  the  mat- 
ter !  "  With  forrow  I  fpeak  it,"  faid  flie, 
"  the  young  ladies,  the  eldeft  of  whom 
"  is  but  nineteen,  has  been  detcfted  in 
"  fteahng  a  quantity  of  very  fine  lace 
"  which  was  found  out  by  a  piece  of 
"  it  hanging  from  the  pocket-hole  of  the 
youngeft :  they  were  then  both  taken 
**  into  an  inner  room  and  made  to  turn 
"  every  thing  out  of  their  pockets,  when 
"  it  was  difcovered  that  both  thefc 
*'  wretched  girls  had  ftolen  fome  very 
^'  valuable  lace !  The  fhop-keeper  imme- 
"  diately  fent  for  a  conflable,  and  carried 
*'  them  before  a  magiftrate,  when  their 
*'  mother  was  fent  for,  \\^ho  requefted  the 
'*  juftice  upon  her  knees  that  they  might 
*'  not  be  committed  to  prifon;  but  her 
"  prayer  could  not  be  complied  with,  as 
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••  he  was,  he  faid,  obliged  to  conform  to 
'*  the  duty  of  his  office,  although  he  con- 
"  feffed  that  he  was  never  fo  fhocked  in 
."  his  life,  as  he  then  was,  on  beholding 
"  two  fuch  elegant  young  ladies  in  fo 
"  terrible  a  predicament !  The  poor 
*^  mother  oflFered  two  thoufand  pounds 
"  bail!  and  fome  very  refpeSable  per- 
"  fons  were  fent  for,  who  anfwered  to 
*^  bail  them  for  any  fum,  rather  than  they 
"  Ihould  be  fent  to  Newgate;  therefore, 
**  all  the  favour  that  could  be  (hewn  was 
"  to  have  them  fecurely  guarded  in  a 
**  lock-up  houfe  till  their  tryal  comes  on ! 
"  and,"  continued  the  lady,  "  Mrs.  P.  has 
"  never  quitted  them;  (he  is  permitted 
"  to  be  always  with  them,  and  would  not 
**  now  have  been  abfent  from  them,  but 
"  to  confult  with  Mr.  Tudor,  whofe  ad- 
"  vice  fhe  much  wifhed  for  in  this  un- 
*'  fortunate  affair.  Great  intereft  is  mak- 
"  ing  to  fave  them  from  an  ignominious 
"  death,  and  their  fortunes,  which  is 
"  above  two  thoufand  pounds  apiece,  will 
"  be  folely  applied  for  that  purpofe,  but 
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*^  God  only  knows,"  faid  the  lady,  "  how 
"  the  matter  will  end."  Mr.  T.  advifed 
the  unhappy  mother  immediately  to  re- 
tain a  counfellor,  who  he  particularly  re- 
commended to  her,  as  a  man  of  the  very 
lirft  abilities !  The  fee  was  three  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  never  were  three  hun- 
dred pounds  better  employed,  for  he  ha- 
rangued with  great  eloquence  and  with 
good  efFeft  on  the  unhappy  circumftances 
of  the  two  young  ladies,  who  were,  he  ob- 
ferved,  in  all  other  refpcQs  free  from 
every  vice,  and  even  blemifli ;  as  nothing 
had  appeared  againft  them  that  could  in 
the  lead  tarnifli  their  reputation  :  fome 
allowance,  he  faid,  fliould  be  made  for 
their  youth,  and  an  over  fondnefs  for 
drefs,  by  which  they  were  hurried  away 
to  commit  an  aQion  that  threatened  con- 
fequences  of  the  moll  terrible  and  dif- 
graceful  nature.  However,  the  young 
ladies  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  efcape,  and 
retired  to  a  convent  in  the  fouth  of 
France.  Though  this  was  the  only  time 
they  were  deicHcd^  yet  the  (hop -keeper  de- 
clared 
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ciarcd  upon  oath,  that  he  had  loft  a  great 
quantity  of  lace  many  times  before,  and 
recoUeded  that  the  fame  young  ladies 
had  been  conftant  frequenters  of  his  fhop^ 
but  as  they  were  dreffed  with  fuch  ele- 
gance, and  had  fo. much  the  appearance 
of  ladies  of  rank  and  fafhion,  he  had  not 
the  moft  diftant  idea  of  their  having  com- 
mitted the  theft.  This  melancholy  ftory 
is  well  known  at  the  weft  end  of  the  me- 
tropolis, affords  us  another  occafion  of 
making  a  few  more  comments  on  the  un- 
happy confequences  of  neglefting  the 
morals  of  youth  1  But  previoufly,  as  it 
may  be  a  matter  of  fome  farprize  to  the 
reader,  that  the  mother  of  thefe  unfortu- 
nate young  ladies  (hould  have  made  no 
enquiries,  as  to  the  manner  of  their  being 
poffeffed  of  fuch  fine  lace,  as  it  feems 
they  had  ftolen  a  quantity  of  very  rich 
Brufleirs  lace,  before  the  fatal  deteflion 
took  place,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  difco- 
ver  the  truth,  by  which  it  will  plainly  ap- 
pear that  one  vice  naturally  leads  to  the 
commiffion  of  another;  for  kaving  been 
Vol.  II.  Q  fhdulged 
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indulged  in  fafhionable  follies  by  the  fond 
mother)  who,  though  (he  poflefled  great 
goodnefs  of  heart,  had  but  a  mediocrity 
of  underftanding,  permitted  them,  on 
their  return  from  boarding-fchool,  to  be- 
come proficients  in  that  rational  and  po- 
lite  accomplifhment,  called  card  playing, 
which,  in  a  lefs  foft  language,  may  be  de- 
nominated gambling !  The  young  ladies 
having  a  very  handfome  allowance  for 
cloaths,  had  money  to  fport  with;  and 
whenever  they"  had  a  good  run  of  luck, 
their  appearance  was  proportionably  bril- 
liant; fo  that  it,  no  doubt,  gave  the  fond 
mother  great  pleafure  to  find  that  her 
daughters  by  this  high  bred  accomplifh- 
ment, could  afford  themfelves  fome  ad- 
ditional elegancies.  But  when  they  lofl, 
which  the  moft  expert  gamblers  well  know 
will  fometimes  be  the  cafe,  why  then, 
what  mufl  be  done  ?  They  did  not  dare 
tell  their  mother,  for  fear  of  being  probi* 
bited  from  purfuing  their  favorite  paflime. 
There  was  then  but  one  other  card  to  play, 
which  was  to  commit  a  theft,  to  pay  a 
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debt  of  honour!  and  having  often  fucceeded 
in  this  traffic  of  ftealing,  in  order  to  fell 
the  ftolen  goods  wherewith  they  might 
procure  the  means  of  paying  off  their  old 
fcores,  they  became  more  bold,  and  of 
courfe  more  hardened,  and  lefs  cautious, 
or  it  might  not  have  been  found  out  fo 
foon,  if  at  all.  The  fate  of  thefe  poor 
unfortunate  girls  would  have  been  fevere 
indeed)  if  they  had  not  had  fortunes  to 
have  availed  themfelves  of  every  poffi- 
ble  advantage  during  their  trial.  Now 
thefe  young  ladies  had  received  the  ad- 
vantage of  what  is  called  a  fine  Education! 
that  is,  they  were  brought  up  at  one  of 
the  firft  fchools  in  England !  They  were 
inftrufted  in  every  polite  accomplifliment 
and  all  the  fafhionable  needle-works,  but 
in  fo  fuperficial  a  manner  that  they  excelled 
in  nothing  but  dancing,  which  was,  next 
to  cards,  their  favourite  amufement;  they 
generally  fpent  the  mornings  in  going  to 
au£lions9  vifiting  and  (hopping !  In  de- 
lineating the  charaflers  of  thefe  unfortu- 
nate young  women,  we  fear,  we  are  like- 
Q  a  wifq 
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wife  drawing  a  true  pi6lure  of  many  more, 
whofe  educations  have  been  fimilar  to 
thofe  vi£iims  of  ignorance,  folly  and  fa- 
fhion ! 

Among  the  innumerable  evils  which 
arife  in  confequence  of  the  want  of  in- 
tegrity, and  not  adhering  firi£lly  to  truth, 
is  that  kind  of  deception  which  is  daily 
pra&ifed  by  lovers  during  courtihip, 
which  mull  ever  prove  the  fource  o£ 
much  unhappinefs  in  the  married  date ; 
what  infinite  pains  do  the  betrothed  cou- 
ple take  to  deceive  each  other,  as  if  they 
were  laying  a  deep  fcheme  defignedly  to 
render  themfelves  hateful  to  each  other 
after  marriage;  which  mud  inevitably 
prove  to  be  the  cafe,  whenever  each 
party  grow  tired  of  keeping  up  thc/eigned 
chara6ler.  In  the  cafe  of  this  double  de- 
ception, they  indeed  are  both  very  pro- 
perly punifhed  for  their  falfehood !  But 
it  is  far  different  where  only  one  of  them 
is  the  fufferer.  No  man  or  woman  caa 
thoroughly  judge  of  the  real  temper  and 
difpofition  of  the  other  during  courtfhip, 
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when  they  are  upon  their  guard  to  con* 
du6l  themfelves  with  fuch  nice  caution 
^hat  each  takes  the  other  for  an  angel ! 
The  concealing  likewife  of  natural  de- 
fe£ls  have  often  caufed  difguft,  and  the 
moft  rank  hatred !  whereas,  if  the  truth 
had  been  candidly  acknowledged,  it  is 
poflible  the  mind  thus  prepared  might  be 
fo  happily  operated  upon  by  an  honeft 
confeflion  of  the  truth,  as  to  be  rendered 
perfeftly  reconciled  to  a  matter  which 
otherwife,  from  difappointment,  vexation, 
and  impofition,  might  have  terminated  un- 
happily for  both ! 

We  knew  an  inftance,  not  many  years 
ago,  of  a  gentleman  being  in  love  with 
a  very  pretty,  modeft  woman  who  had  a 
wooden  leg,  having  ^fuffered  amputation 
from  having  broken  that  limb  by  a  fall 
from  her  horfe ;  Ihe  contrived  it  fo  well 
that  no  one,  except  thofe  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  accident,  could  pof- 
fibly  perceive  that  fhe  had  an  artificial 
leg,  the  foot  of  which  was  ^made  to  re- 
fcmble  fo  completely  the  other,  that  it 
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was  impoffible  to  think  it  was  not  natural. 
The  day  was  fixed  for  their  nuptials;  the 
friends  of  the  young  lady  cautioufly  con- 
cealed the  matter  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  lover,  a  man  of  very  large  fortune,  as 
they  were  fearful  if  he  became  acquainted 
with  the  circumftance,  thatit  would  break 
off  the     match !      But  the  young    lady 
proved  herfelf  as  good  as  fhe  was  fair, 
and  poffeffed  a  mind  above  being  guilty 
of  mean  diilimulation;    and   as  (he  fin- 
cercly  loved  him,  was  fearful  of  incur- 
ring his  difpleafure;  (he  therefore  openly 
told  him  the  truth.     The  gentleman  feem- 
ed  at  firft  a  little  furprized,  as  he  could 
fcarcely  believe  it  poffible  that  flie  could 
have  fo  well  concealed  her  having  an  ar- 
tificial leg ;  but  he  was  fo  far  from  being 
difgufted,  that  his  efteem  for  her  was  ra- 
ther incrcafed  by  this  mark  of  her  can- 
dour and   good  fenfe,  for  which  he  had 
the  noble  generofity   of  foul  to  recom- 
pence  her  by  immediately  making  her  his 
bride,  and  was  ever  after  a  moft  affeflio- 
nate  hulband.     What  might  have  been 
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the  tonfequence  of  a  contrary  conduft  in 
the  lady  may  be  well  conceived  by  the  fol- 
lowing faft,  which  happened  but  a  twelve 
month  ago;  this,  indeed,  did  not  proceed 
from  concealing  a  defea,  but  from  having 
exhibited  to  all  appearance  beauties  which 
proved  to   be  only  artificial !     A  young 
ladyjuft  upon  the  verge  of  matrimony, 
wasatarout  in  company  with  her  betrothed 
fpoufe  J  a  very  large  party  being  colkaed 
together,  the  rooms  were  fo  very  warm 
that  the  lady  fainted  away !  upon  which 
the  women  eagerly  flew  to  her  affiftancc, 
and  upon  loofening  her  gown  to  give  her 
more  air,  out  tumbled  a  pair  of  beautiful 
wax  breafts  on  the  floor ! !     The  ladies 
fcreamed,  though  we  make  no  doubt  but 
they  fecretly  enjoyed  this/uMcdifcovery; 
but    what  muft  have  been  the  aftonifli! 
ment  of  the  difappointed  lover;  who  had 
been  without  doubt  fo  oktn  fafcinatd  with 
the  beautiful  fnowy  bofom  of  his  miftrefs, 
which  laid  artfully  half  concealed  under 
a  tranfparent    veil    of  gaufc,  we    muft 
leave  it  to  the  imagination  of  the  reader 
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to  conceive ;  as  well  as  the  inexpreffible 
mortification  of  the  young  lady,  upon 
being  thus  publicly  expofed,  befides  the 
lofs  of  her  lover,  whofe  love  and  admi- 
ration was  inftantly  fucceeded  by  con« 
tempt  and  difguft !  Thus  was  this  filly 
young  woman  defervedly  puniflied  for 
her  unpardonable  folly  and  attempt  to 
deceive  a  man  to  whom  (he  was  juft  go- 
ing to  be  folemnly  united!  But  what 
muft  have  been  the  confeqiience  if  fhe 
had  carried  on  this  artifice,  cheat  and 
Vficktd deception  to  the  Altar.  Whilft  wo- 
men  fport  falfe  bofomSy  let  them  not  com- 
plain of  men  pofleffing  falfe  hearts ! 
Therefore  we  wifli  to  guard  young  ladies 
'  from  endeavouring  to  impofe  on  the  man 
whom  they  wifh  to  marry,  if  they  expeft 
even  a  fingle  day's  happineO !  That  every 
woman  may  have  the  ambition  to  fet  her- 
felf  ofiF  to  the  bed  advantage  is  all  fair 
and  natural ;  but  then,  the  intended  huf- 
band  ought  to  be  the  lad  man  upon  earth, 
from  whom  the  leaft  degree  of  art  ought 
to  be  concealed!       A    candid    avowal, 
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evincei  a  ndind  free  from  falfehood,  which 
is  a  beauty  far  fuperior  to  the'moft  lovely 
exterior  of  natare* 


CHAP.  XXXIII. 

MR.  AND  MRS«  TUDOR  LEAV£  ENGLAND^ 
WITH  AN  INTENTION  OF  RESIDING 
EITHER  IN  FRANCE  OR  ITALY.  MRS. 
TUDOR  WRITES  TO  HER  FRIEND  MRS, 
STATELY    FROM    CALAIS. 

MR.  Tudor  having  fettled  his  affairs, 
quitted  London,  and  fet  out  on 
his  intended  tour  to  the  Continent,  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Tiidor  and  his  three 
daughters.  As  he  travelled  with  his  own 
horfes,  they  did  not  get  to  Dover  till  the 
third  day;  and  the  next  they  croffed  the 
**  Invidious  ftraight,"  and  arrived  at  Ca- 
lais to  dinner,  from  which  place  Mrs.  Tu- 
dor wrote  to  her  friend  Mrs.  Stately  tht 
following  epiftle. — 

Vol.  II,  R  Calais, 
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ftirwiB^ 


CAI,Alf|  Atigujl  JO* 


I  HAVE  now  taken  up  my  pco  in 
obedience  to  your  kicid  injunfllonit  lo 
infornfi  you  of  our  tafc  arrival  ai  ihii 
place;  after  a  delightful  paOage  of  foven 
hours,  we  got  to  the  Silver  Lion,  where 
we  had  a  moft  excellent  dinner,  and  are 
now  preparing  to  go  to  the  Comedj^i 
which  is  expeflcd  to  be  much  crowded  to 
Tec  the  new  aClrcfs,  MademciJiiU  Clmrtmf  a 
cafl  ofrmtflrefs  of  the  Prince  oFCosnC' 
As  the  packet  docs  not  return  to  Dover 
till  to-morrow  momingi  I  will  not  f\m(k 
my  letter  till  after  our  return  from  the 
play,  as  I  may  poflibly  have  fometJiing 
10  add  to  my  cpiftle,  which  otherwife  I 
fear  would  be  dull  kndin/iptd^  I  now  (hall 
refumc  my  pen,  though  it  is  very  Uie 
and  I  am  much  fatigued,  aj  the  Comedy 
was  not  over  till  half  pall  ten*  The 
houfe  was  uncommonly  crowded,  and 
the  reiterated  plziudtti  of  the  audlenec 
bate  fo  (lunncfl  nie^  that  1  do  nut  ihinic 
I  Oiall  very  foon  recover  tbc  fhock  my 
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ears  have  fuftained;    Quke  Fitz  James's 
regiment  being  quartered  here,    all  the 
officers  were  there ;    the  orcheftra  being 
aflifted    by    the    military    band,    add.ed 
greatly  to  the  entertainment,  particularly 
the  French  horns,  which  were  the  mod 
melodious  I  ever  heard !  one  cannot  fay 
too  much  in  praife  of  MadetTioi/elU  CUUrion; 
her  figure  is  noble,  her  face  remarkably 
beautiful,   her  hair  a  fine  auburn,  with 
eyes  that  cafl  fuch  a  radiance,  that  it  is 
no  wbnder  fhe  captivates  all  the  men !  and 
upon  the  whole,  fhe  has  more  the  look  of 
a  woman  of  fafhion,  than  any  I  ever  yet 
faw  on  a  French  Theatre.     In  general, 
the  French  aftreffes  pofTefs  to  an  extreme, 
the  vivacity,  or  rather  levity,  peculiar  to 
their  own  nation,    and  feldom    exprefs 
much  feeling  in  their  mofl  tender  fcenes ; 
but  Clairion,  au  contraire^  feems  as  if  fhe 
had  taken  our  inimitable  Gibber  for  her 
model,   and  the    plaintive  tone  of  her 
voice  is  not  unlike  that  charming  a£lrefs. 
But  Clairion*s  pathetic  manner  of  acting, 
fo  uncomnion  in  a  French  adrefs,  is  mofl 
R  %  probably 
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probably  owing  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  her 
mind,  as  fhe  no  doubt  muft  feel  greatly 
mortified  at  having  loft  the  afFeftion  and 
patronage  of  fuch  a  man  as  the  Prince  qf 
Conde  !  The  favourite  air  of  Cc  qucje  dis^ 
Ihe  fung  divinely,  and  it  v/sls  finely  ac- 
companied by  the  flutes  and  clarionets. 
I  could  dwell  for  ever  with  defcribing 
the  charms,  of  this  fafcinating  comedian, 
but  am  fummoned  to  fupper  by  Mr.  Tu- 
dor, who  unites  with  me  in  every  Cncerc 
wifli  for  your  health  and  happinefs.  Be- 
lieve me,  dear  Madam, 

AfFeftionately  yours,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  will  write  again  from  Paris,  but 
as  we  travel  with  our  own  horfes,  we  do 
pot  expe6l  to  get  there  thefe  ten  days. 

Mr.  Tudor  then  put  his  two  eldeft  daugh- 
ters in  the  Benediftine  Convent,  under 
the  care  and  prot^ftion  of  that  truly  pioq? 
woman,  Mrs.  Grey,  the  Lady  Abbefsy 
where  he  propofed  they  {hould  remain  till 
they  wcte  perfefted  in  thQ  French  lan- 
guage 
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guage  and  other  accompliihments  taught 
at  that  excellent  fchool.  On  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tudor's  arrival  at  Paris,  Mrs.  Tudor 
vrote  the  following  letter  to  her  amiable 
friend,  Mrs.  Stately. 


Paris,  ScpL  5. 


MY   DEAR  MADAM, 


I  HOPE  you  received  the  letter 
I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  from 
Calais.  We  did  not  arrive  here  till  yef- 
terday.  You  will  not  think  we  have  hur- 
ried much,  to  be  all  this  time  in  travel- 
ling only  fcventy-five  leagues;  but  the 
truth  {^  Mr.  Tudor  being  a  man  of  ob- 
fervation^  he  will  not  pafs  through  any 
principal  town  or  even  village,  without 
feeing  all  the  curiofities  it  affords :  be- 
fides,  he  -is  very  careful  not  to  over  fa- 
tigue his  horfes  by  long  journies.  We 
ftaid  two  days  at  St.  Omer's,  and  fpent 
moft  of  our  time  in  the  cathedral,  which 
is  truly  a  very  magnificent  flruQure,  and 
where  we  enjoyed  the  found  of  the  fincfl 
toned  organ  in  Europe.    It  bad  fuch  an 
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c^c&  upon  mc^  that  I  am  conRdcnt,  to 
ihorc  who  tovc  mutic  as  we  dOf  iti  har-^ 
monioui  powers  arc  fufficieitt  to  nik  to 
dcvotiou  even  the  foul  of  tn  aihcift! 
As  you  well  know^  my  dear  Madam^  chat 
I  am  an  cnlhufiaft  iti  every  thing  which 
forcibly  (Irikeit  my  imagination,  you  will 
of  courfe,  make  tome  allowances  for  my 
dcXcriptionfi  being  highly  coloured!  I 
wiOi  moft  (incerely  upon  fotDc  oi:cafion% 
that  I  poffetTcd  thst  kind  of  apathy  wbicB 
i^  the  happy  lot  of  fon%e  who  can  pafi 
quietly  through  liTct  without  being  fuf* 
ccpUble  pf  ciiher  pkafure  or  pitin!  U 
leaft,  1  wiih  to  heaven,  it  had  been  my 
cafcf  when  on  the  road  near  this  city,  we 
were  witncf^  to  fuch  a  mclaDchaly  fcenct 
as  would  have  ftruck  with  fomc  degree  of 
horror,  tlie  mod  obdurate  bean !  Believe 
n»e^  I  do  not  in  the  lead  eicaggcmte  the 
condition  in  which  wc  (aw  an  htmdred 
poor  miferable  wretches  linked  togeiber 
by  a  long  chain,  bare  headcd«  almoft 
naked,  and  half  familhed,  driven  by  their 
cruel  driven  like  fo  many  caitlej   M^l 

were 


(    "7    ) 

were  to  remain  in  that  horrid  (late  till 
they  arrived  at  the  gallies!  for  during 
their  long  journey  they  are  never  un- 
linked,  either  to  take  any  reft  or  to  re- 
lieve the  neceffities  of  nature,  but  are 
obliged  to  ftay  in  open  air,  let  the  wea- 
ther be  what  it  may  during  the  time,  that 
their  hard  hearted  drivers  are  refrelhing 
themfelves  at  a  public  houfe  ;  I  faw  fome 
of  thefe  miferable  obje£ls  with  their  feet 
ftreaming  with  blood,  owing  to  the  flefli 
being  torn  off  by  the  (lint  ftones  on  the 
road.  As  they  had  travelled  a  great  way, 
but  few  of  them  had  even  the  appearance 
of  (hoes!  their  piteous  looks  made  fo 
^eep  an  inipreffion  both  on  me  and  Mr* 
Tudor,  that  it  has  greatly  diminifhed  the 
pleafure  we  otherwife  (hould  have  re- 
ceived in  travelling  through  this  delight* 
ful  country,  which  God  has  ble(red,  but 
which  man  has  curfed,  by  exercifing  fuch 
cruelties  as  the  moft  barbarous  nations 
would  (hudder  at,  and  are  never  guilty 
of  but  towards  their  moft  inveterate  ene- 
mies.    Neverthelefs,  this  is  reckoned  the 
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mad  polite  caunlry  upon  the  habitabb 
globe,  and  the  llandard  of  ta^te  and 
tASHioH  throughout  Europe [  but  I  find 
myfcir  running  headlong  itiici  my  ufuat 
error  of  tmrahsingf  In  (lead  oF  amufmg 
you  wiUi  ihc  novclucs  which  this  ctty  al"^ 
ford^t  and  to  whichi  as  you  have  never 
viftted  the  Cortiincnii  you  are  an  entire 
llrangcr.  The  cunoms  and  manneri  are 
to  very  difTcrem  from  what  dicy  arc  with 
u$,  ihat  wliai  a  poUtc  Frenchman  looki 
upon  a^  a  civility ,  we  are  fo  uncouth  at 
to  Lhink  very  rude  and  diragreeablc. 
Now,  my  dear  Madam,  I  muH  inform 
you,  that  we  had  not  upon  our  arrival 
been  but  half  an  hour  at  our  hotel,  be- 
fore a  fcrvani  was  fcnt  by  Prince  L* 
Bifhop  of  S.  10  know  how  much  ihe 
EngUni  Gcnttemaii  would  take  for  hii 
horfcs  ?  Mn  Tudor,  who  did  ndt  quite 
under lUnd  that  ihi^  was  a  vxry  great 
compUmeoi,  that  bis  horfe&  fliould  be 
worth  the  notice  of  a  Prince,  and  being 
likewife  mtber  of  an  irnrablc  temper,  felt 
it  a&  a  kind  ofinfultj  und  fent  word  tiaek 
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10  hU  Highncfs,  thai  be  was  no  jockeft 
and  did  not  deal  in  borrciy  and  brouglit 
them  over  For  his  own  conyenience,  with* 
uut  the  Icaft  imeniian  of  pariirig  wiUi 
than.  One  would  have  Uioaghi  that  this 
reply  would  have  been  rufTicient^  but  nci 
fuch  thing;  a  fecond  meflage  was  Tent  by^ 
his  Highnefs^  deli  ring  to  know  the  price 
of  the  coach-hDireSf  that  he  was  willing 
ID  give  whatever  the  £ngli{h  Gcnclemati 
eftimated  them  ar,  sts  hb  Highnefs  was  in 
want  of  fuch  a  pair  far  his  cabriolci^  Ai 
ihii,  Mr.  Tudor  loll  all  patience,  and 
reiunicd  for  anfwer>  that  he  was  an  Eng- 
liili  Officer  and  a  Gentleman,  and  did 
not  intend  to  pan  with  bis  horfcs^  and 
begged  thai  he  might  not  be  troubled 
again  upon  that  fubjefl*  The  Prince  took 
the  hint,  and  faiding  cbat  the  Gcnileman 
WAS  an  officer^  fur  no  man,  let  his  rank 
be  what  it  mayi  u  held  in  the  leafl  degree 
ai  a  Gentlcmiin  in  Fraticc,  who  is  not  a 
miliiary  man,  feni  an  apoloi;)^,  which 
fufliciently  fatisBed  Mr.  Tudor^  who  had 
been  a  little  difcumpofed  at  ibe  idea 
Vot.IL  i  of 
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of  being  thought  a  dealer  in  horfe-flcfh : 
however,  many  people  of  very  good 
condition,  make  a  great  deal  of  money, 
by  going  to  England  and  bringing  over 
EngliQi  horfes  for  fale. 

This  grand  point  being  fettled,  Mr.  T. 
vent  to  the  Hotel  de  Bourbon,  to  pay  his 
refpeEls  to  Lord  R.  who  was  juft  ap- 
pointed  Ambaffador  to  the  Court  of 
France.  In  the  evening  we  went  to  the 
Boulvards,  the  diverlions  of  which  you 
have  fo  often  heard  defcribed,  that  I  will 
not  enlarge  upon  the  fubjeft.  Suffice  it 
to  fay,  that  the  crowd  was  fo  immenfe, 
that  we  could  neither  ride  or  walk;  the 
coaches  of  the  nobility  drive  flowly  back- 
ward&  and  forwards  for  at  leaft  three 
houVis,  many  of  whom  ftop  at  the  booths 
to  refrefh  themfelves  with  (herbet,  ice, 
cakes,  8cc.  and  in  every  booth  there  is 
either  afting,  finging,  or  dancing,  befides 
every  kind  of  buffoonery,  and  it  is  fo 
contrived,  that  the  paffengers  can  view 
the  aftors  as  they  pafs  by,  which  is  thie 
teafon  of  fuch  vaft  crowds  being  aflcm- 
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|»Ud  at  tbitpbce;  btiL  asihc  people  of 
didin&iun  fcldum  go  lill  mftcr  fuppcri  be* 
twccti  elcvea  and  twelve  at  night,  they 
are  not  much  antioycd  by  the  lower  cUH^ 
To  morrow  we  Uiall  Tel  off  fbr  Sl  Ger- 
Diiiitis  €D  Lay 01  when  we  prcpofc  to  vifit 
Lbe  royal  palaces  of  Ver rallies,  MaxUi 
and  Trianon,  the  laiicr  from  tbe  defcrip- 
ijoti  given  us,  may  be  rather  [lylcd  a 
foyal  cottage,  tit  wbic)]  it  feems,  the  King 
takes  mote  delight  than  in  any  of  his  other 
palaces,  for  it  is  there  that  he  can  unbend 
htmrelf  and  throw  alidc,  for  a  while,  that 
heavy  load  of  grcatncfs,  Aate,  and  cere- 
mofiy,  which  can  atford  no  folid  happi- 
neffr.  At  Trianon  he  allows  himfclf  the 
plea fu re  of  converfing  familiarly  widi  hij 
attendants,  make^  hi s  own  Utile  foup  for 
which  he  gathers  the  herbs,  prepares  his 
jpilladt  and  enters  quite  into  the  fpirat  uf 
privaie  life,  and  therefore  has  a  lailc  of 
ihai  kind  of  enjoyment  to  which  Princes 
in  geni!nil  are  utter  ft  rangers.  Dome  (lie 
comforu  they  feldom  arc  acquainted  with; 
ft  ate  tnarriagci  but  feldom  yield  that  feti- 
S  a  city 
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city  which  is  the  happy  lot  of  thofe  in 
private  life,  and  fuch,  my  dear  Madam, 
ks  I  happily  experience  by  my  own  fire 
fide.  Adieu,  my  moft  Amiable  friend, 
for  the.prefent,  and  when  we  are  fixed  to 
any  one  point  of  the  compaf«,  I  will  have 
the  'pleafure  of  informing  you ;  in  the 
niean  time, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,  &c. 


ii 


THIRD  LETTER  TO  THE  SAME. 

St.  germains  en  LAyp, 

A  THOUSAND  thanks,  my  dear 
Madam,  for  your  very  kind  letter,  which 
afforded  me  a  moft  fincere  pleafure,  as  it 
informed  me  of  your  having  recovered 
your  ufual  health  and  fpirits;  the  charac- 
ter you  gave  me  of  Sir  F ,  leaves  me 

no  room  to  doubt  but  he  will  prove  him- 
felf  worthy  of  the  honour  you  intend 
him.  I  hope  he  will  make  you  as  happy 
^s  you  deferve  to  be,  and  as  I  moft  fin- 
cerely  wifh,  and  atone  for  the  negleft 
with  which  you  have  been  treated   by 
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him,  from  whom  Providence  has  fo  hap- 
pily releafcd  you.     Mr.  Tudor's  firft  in- 
tentions  were   to    go    to    the    South    of 
•France,    and  then    to   fteer   our   courfe 
towards  Italy,  where  we  propofed  pading 
the  winter,  but  we  have   found  fo  many 
inducements  to  prefer  this  fpot,  that  we 
have  taken  a  very  handfome  houfe  ready 
furnifhed,  with  a  large  garden  well 'flocked 
with  the  choiceft  fruit,  and  moft  delight- 
fully fituated  amidft  a  great  number  of 
vineyards,    and  all  this    for   only  thirty 
pounds  a  year  !    excellent  wine,  which  is 
called  vinde  paycj  for  about  three-pence  a 
bottle,    and  every  thing  elfe  in  propor- 
tion, except  firing,  and  that  article  is  re- 
markably dear.     A  brace  of  partridges 
which  we  had  for  our  fupper  laft  night, 
coft  fifteen  fousj  that  is  about  feven  pence 
halfpenny  Englifh !    I  have  juft  hired  a 
very  genteel  fervant  girl,  who  underftands 
cookery  as  well  as  fome  of  our  profeffed 
cooks,  and  I  give  her  no  mord  than  three 
guineas  a  year.     The  town  is  well  built, 
jaind  fituated  clofe  to  the  foreft  where  the 
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King  frequently  hunts  :  thcr^  arc  alfo  a 
great  many  magnificent  feats  clofe  to  the 
town,  belonging  to  the  firft  nobility,  and 
a  great  number  of  fine  walks  and  avenues, 
which,  during  la  belle  faifon,  are  crowded 
by  people  of  all  ranks,  particularly  on  a 
Sunday.  After  fix  O'clock  church  fervice 
being  over,  you  will  find  all  the  walks  and 
plots  of  ground  among  the  trees  covered 
with  little  detached  parties,  drefled  in  their 
gayeft  apparel,  fome  playing  at  cards, 
others  with  mufical  inftruments,  finging, 
dancing,  &c.  Among  thefe  little  groups 
you  will  not  be  able  to  difcover  the  lead 
difcontent,  though  fome  have  fcarce 
bread  to  eat ;  all  their  little  earnings  be- 
ing laid  out  on  their  back :  but  all  is 
cheerfulnefs,  all  feera  to  enjoy  life, 
though  there  are  no  refreihraents  of  wine 
or  other  liquors  as  in  England,  as  they 
never  drink  in  France  but  at  their  meals, 
there  is  fcarcely  fuch  a  thing  to  be  feen 
as  a  drunken  man,  and  as  for  a  woman 
getting  drunk,  I  don't  believe  it  ever 
happens  at  all ;    no,  not  even  among  the 
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marine  ladies !  it  would  be  much  more  for 
the  credit  of  our  own  nation,  if  we  were 
to  copy  them  in  this  refpefl,  inftead  of 
imitating  their  follies,  which  we  fo  exag- 
gerate, that  we  become  in  many  refpefts 
the  fubjeft  of  their  pleafantry.  There 
is  a  very  agreeable  fociety  of  Scotch, 
Irifh,  and  Englifh  here,  who  have  apart- 
ments in  the  old  Chateau,  formerly  the 
refidencc  of  our  unfortunate  King  James, 
where  I  had  the  happinefs   to  find  out 

Mifs  D n,    (fifter   to  Lord  D.)  who 

fliews  us  upon  all  occafions,  the  moft 
marked  attention.  We  have  had  the  ho- 
nour through  this  Lady,  of  being  intro- 
duced to  the  Countefs  de  la  M k,  one 

of  the  higheft  bred  and  moft  accom- 
pliflied  Ladies  in  France.  She  lives  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  at  an  ele- . 
gant  villa  called  Val^  which  was  given 
her  as  a  refidence  during  her  life,  by  the 
late  Dauphin,  who  highly  refpefled  her. 
She  has  very  politely  given  us  a  general 
invitation  to  her  fetits  foupers^  where  we 
found  at  one  we  were  at  a  few  nights  fince, 

many 
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many  perrons  of  the  hightfl  tanks  amnog 
yihtxm  were  the  Prince  an  J  Prince:  fi  di 
Mimwih  whcj  are  there  on  a  vifiu  The 
Cpuntcfs  has  had  the  goadncfir  id  lake  me 
flnd  hit.  Tudlor  in  her  co^ch^  accafnpa* 
Died  by  her  broiher,  ihe  Duke  dc  V— rH 

to  ihc  Duke  dc  N K  to  wbum  ihe  ii 

ttmrly  reldied,  when  wc  were  introduced 
to  the  Duchcfsi  who  ibink$  herlelf  m  HQty 
good  womnn,  being  a  moll  bigoued  de-* 
vmce,  aod  i*ho  ha^  fuffcred  hciirlf  to  be 
fu  priell  riddcfiy  as  lu  h^ve  been  guilt f  of 
fucb  a  wcakne&  ai  i$  fc^rcely  et edible. 
Whal  wiit  you  think t  when  I  tell  you  if 
a  real  fafl,  thai  this  i>oorercilulouf  Lady 
vritcs  letiers  la  Uie  Virgin  Mar)- ?  The 
CDitrcirur  oi  die  DucheiSf  you  may  be 
aQtired  h  the  amanueofts  emplaycd  by 
the  Virgin  in  ihi»  buhneri^  and  ivha  cji- 
pnrdir.^,  in  her  name,  greai  fatiUafiioo 
Et  having  received  ihe  dunation  ot  two 
or  thtcc  huDdrcd  livrc$v  |u  be  didnbuicd 
for  her  fake  lo  the  poor-?  and  u  chaniy 
covers  a  iBUltitude  of  fmi,  it  if  wetl  far 
them  that  ihey  can  liTord  to  purchafcac 
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fo  eafy  a  rate  their  abfolution^  let  them 
be  guilty  of  the  mod  atroqlQus  deeds* 
This  is  a  faft  which  you  may  depend 
upon,  as  wc  were  told  it  by  Monfieur  M* 
the  Duke's  private  Secretary,  who,  al- 
though he  was  bred  a  Catholic,  polFefle^ 
too  much  fenfe  to  fwallow  tranfubftanti* 
ation.  Having  met  with  an  Iriih  Abb6 
at  Madam  de  la  M's.  who  feemed  to  be  a 
very  fenfible  man,  Mr.  Tudor  invited  him 
to  dine  with  him  2  he  eagerly  accepted  of 
the  invitation,  well  knowing  that  a  good 
Englifh  dinner  was  nq  bad  thing ;  be&des 
he  had  been  previouQy  told  that  therQ 
would  be  a  large  firloin  of  beef  fgr  th« 
entree^  which  was  a  treat  feldom  to  be  met 
with  in  France.  After  having  dined  well 
upon  that  and  fome  other  di(hes  drefled 
a-la-modc  Angloifcj  he  began  to  exprefshim^ 
felf  to  this  effe3 :  that  he-  felt  much  con* 
cerned  that  fuch  a  geiv^rous,  good-na* 
tared,  and  hofpitable  man,  fhould  be 
d  "  n'd  to  all  eternity  !  and  avifed  him 
to  lofe  no  time,  but  immediately  turn 
Catholic,  if  be  had  any  regard  for  his 
Vol.  II.  T  own 
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own  Toul  I  Mn  T,  inftcad  of  followbif 
hU  advice,  foUciwcd  him  tnllantly  to  the 
flrcct  door,  which  he  dcfircd  the  prkll 
never  to  tnt^r  u  again ;  this  was  no  fmall 
juorttficaiion  to  Monficur  Abbfet  who  did 
noi  much  rclifti  being  deprived  of  the 
good  cheer  of  which  he  hoped  he  ihould 
often  panakc,  though  in  the  compnny  of  , 
Heretics!  Now  after  all  has  been  faid,  if 
tbcfe  pricfts  ftcdfallly  believed  the  reli- 
gion they  thcmfclvcs  profcffedt  and  were 
in  reality,  what  they  endeavour  to  ap- 
pear, virtuous  and  good  men,  one  would 
honour  them  and  even  make  joll  allow- 
ances for  the  errors  and  prejudiceji  of 
education;  but  the  truth  is,  the  bulk  of 
thefc  men  under  the  cloak  of  religion^ 
are  guilty  of  the  moft  abominable  prac- 
liccf,  and  of  feducing  more  young  wo- 
men both  in  and  out  of  the  convents  ihati 
ihegreatefl  lay  libertines!  theconfetQngaF 
young  girls  lus  bc€n  frequenily  found  big 
with  mifchief ;  a  terrible  inflance  of  which 
I  will  not  omit  to  relate^  which  we  heard 
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frofti  the  moutli  af  it  pctftm  of  well  known 
integniy. — 

A  gentleman  travdling  into  Dauphinc, 
put   up  about  fun*fet  at  a  very  plcarant 
vitkgc;   having  fcen  that  bis  horfe  was 
i^cn  good  care  of,  he  atdered  his  flip- 
per at  nine  o'clock,  faying  he  propofcii 
w  walk  cili  it  was  ready.     After  faunter* 
tug  about  the  village  for  an   hour^   he 
efpied  at  a  little  diftance,  a  fine  old  mo* 
fiadet)*,    towards  which  he  directed  his 
Heps,  and  perceiving  the  gates  open  be 
walked  m^  and  after  Satisfying  his  curio- 
iity,    he  fat  himfelf  down  being  rather 
Iktigued,  in  one  of  the  private  recelfes 
of  the  chapelt  where  he  fell  faft  aflcepj 
at  length  he  awoke,  when  he  found  to  his 
greai  afloniflimctit,  that  he  was  in  totitl 
darknefi!    he  knew  that  the  gates  muJL 
have  been   fliut  during    hit    napt    and 
ibought  if  be  catlcd  to  be  let  out,    he 
might   bring  himfclf   into   trouble,    bCf 
therefore,  determined  to  fit  contentedly 
till  the  morning,  when  he  was  furc  the 
gates  would  be  opened  at  an  early  hour. 
T  %  The 
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The  t^nXy  thing  be  lamtDied  it^ai,  the  Icifi 
of  bis  fupper,  being  exceedingly  hungry « 
However^  about  mid  nigh  tt  he  uras  macb 
aUrmcd  10  fee  two  folding  doon  throw 
open  and  a  couple  of  monks  cnier^  e^ch 
nf  them  lupporcing  a  woman  v^^ho  w&s 
blindfolded^  and  who  held  a  wax  taper  in 
each  band!  they  walked  ?cry  flow  with 
gTcai  folc^nnity,  wrtboui  (pottkiog  t>ne 
vrord !  The  travcHcr  was  in  ihe  'Utmoft 
conftcr nation,  and  much  frightened  Icaft 
he  (hoiild  be  difcovercd,  but  luckily  for 
him,  tbcy  walked  to  the  oppofiec  fide,  and 
^hen  took  the  tapers  oat  of  the  woman** 
hands  and  fct  them  on  the  ground.  They 
then  ♦tools  up  a  Aitnc^  the  (tze  of  a  com- 
tnon  lomb^ftone,  and  fet  it  up  againft  the 
iMmll ;  he  rhcn  obferved  that  the  woman 
funk  gradually  down  lill  be  loft  fight  of 
ifccrj  during  this  fcene^  the  itiallprofound 
Silence  was  obfeived.  The  traveller  could 
not  perceive  whether  the  wa^  dcllendiag 
jhro  a  Vittlt^  or  in  what  pofiiion  (he  was 
IiIt  but  he  faw  the  'monks  lay  down  the 
ftone  from  vhcncc  tbcy  bad  mkcn  it|  nnd 

ihcn 
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then  marched  away  with  a  quicker  pace 
than  when  they  entered,  fhutting  the 
doors  after  them,  and  leaving  the  gentle- 
man half  dead  with  fear !  As  it  is  no  un- 
common thing  in  France  to  bury  nuns  alive, 
who  have  fwerved  from  their  vows  of  chaf- 
tity,  he  imagined  that  this  young  woman 
was  doing  penance,  or  was  to  be  flarved 
to  death  for  fome  crime  in  a  dungeon  un- 
der-ground, the  very  thought  of  which 
chilled  him  to  the  heart,  and  raifed  in  his 
mind  fuch  horrible  ideas,  that  he  thought 
he  fhould  not  have  been  able  to  have  fup- 
ported  himfelf  till  morning !  but  being  in 
the  middle  of  fummer,  daylight  foon  ap- 
peared, and  in  a  ihort  time  after  he  heard 
to  his  great  joy,  the  gates  fet  open,  upon 
which,  he  took  an  opportunity  of  deal- 
ing off  anperceived.  As  foon  as  his  land, 
lord  faw  him  ester  the  inn,  he  ran  up  to 
him  with  expsdffions  of  joy  to  fee  him  fafe 
returned,  as  the  whole  family  were  much 
alarmed  left  any  accident  ihould  have  be- 
fallen him  I  The  Gentleman  then  told  his 
!hoIl    that   he   had    fallen  afleep  in  the 
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church  of  the  monaftery,  but  did  not 
choofe  to  difcover,  at  that  time,  the  hor- 
rid fcene  to  which  he  had  been  a  fpefla- 
tor.  But  the  landlord  upon  hearing  the 
Gentleman  name  the  monaftery,  wept  bit- 
terly,' and  upon  being  interrogated  by  the 
Gentleman  as  to  the  caufe  of  his  being  fo 
much  affeQed,  he  told  him  that  he  never 
could  think  of  that  place,  or  hear  it 
named,  without  brmging  to  his  mind  his 
dear  child,  who  ufed  to  go  there  con- 
ftantly  to  confeffion,  but  that  the  laft 
time  ftie  went  there  was,  he  faid,  the  laft 
time  he  ever  faw  her;  he  then  cried  and 
fobbed  again  rooft  grievoufly.  making 
the  hearts  ach  of  all  his  hearers,  for  by 
this  time  all  the  houfehold  were  aflemblcd 
around  him  !  The  Gentleman  ftill  thought 
it  but  judicious  to  keep  all  that  he  had 
witneffed  fecret,  till  he  could  meet  with 
a  proper  perfon  to  whom  he  could  fafely 
divulge  it,  and  only  aflced  the  landlord 
what  enquiries  he  had  made  at  the  mo- 
naftery, concerning  his  daughter  ?  He 
anfwered,  that  he  went  there  himfelf,  and 

found 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    M3    ) 

found  many  of  the  monks  who  had  feen 
her  enter,  when  (he  went  to  confeffion, 
but  none  of  them  recollefted  feeing  her  go 
out !  that  he  fent  different  people  in  queft 
of  her  for  many  leagues  round,  but  could 
hear  no  tidings  of  her,  and  he  fuppofed, 
as  many  ethers  did,  that  (he  muil  have 
either  fallen  into  the  river,  or  that  (he  had 
been  taken  away  by  a  banditti  that  had  for 
fome  time  infefted  that  part  of  the''  coun- 
try. Thelraveller  then  drderedhis  break- 
faft  which  he  had  no  fooner  finifhed,  than 
he  walked  into  the  village  making  en- 
quiry who  was  the  principal  people  of 
that  diftrid  ?  And  having  obtained  the 
neceffary  inftruSions,  he  went  to  the  JiJi^t 
it  pays^  who  was  a  very  fenfible  man,  to 
whom  he  related  the  whole  affair,  de* 
manding  his  afliftance  in  finding  out  this 
horrid  myftery,  that  it  might  be  brought 
to  light!  The  judge  told  him,  after  hav- 
ing liftened  with  aftonifhment  to  his  ftory 
that  it  feemed  to  bim  to  be  a  very  ferious, 
but  a  delicate  affair,  and  muft  be  confi- 
dered  with  the  utmoft  caution,  as  it  might 
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be  of  fatal  confequence,  the  giving  of- 
fence to  the  holy  brotherhood,  and  vrould 
draw  down  upon  them  the  vengeance  of 
the  biihop  himfelf,  who  was  a  very  rigid 
man,  untefs  the  fad  could  be  fully  proved^ 
for  any  enquiries,  which  could  tend  to 
caft  the  lead  degree  of  refleflion  on  thofe 
holy  men^  might  be  attended  with  the  mod 
ferious  confequences ;  but  he  would  very 
willingly  go  along  with  him  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  V n,  who  lived  about  a  league 

off,  as  he  was  a  very  humane  man,  and 
greatly  cftcemed  at  Court,  and  if  he 
found  that  nobleman  was  not  averfe  to 
afSfting  them,  in  fearching  to  the  bottom, 
this  very  extraordinary  matter,  he  would 
moft  willingly  perform  his  own  duty,  as 
Jugc  de  pays.  They  then  fet  out  immedi- 
ately on  a  yifit  to  the  Marquis,  who 
received  them  with  great  politenefs  and 
affability }  and  after  hearing  the  particulars 
6f  this  horrid  affair,  he  confented  to  go 
with  them  to  the  inn,  and  hear  from  the 
landlord  himfelf,  the  account  concerning 
his  loft  daughter.    The  Marquis  then  ad- 
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vifed  the  landlord  to  accompany  them  to 
the  monaftcFy,  where  they  would  enquire 
for  the  fuperior,  and  relate  to  him  what 
the  landlord  had  raid(bur  ftill  keeping  the 
landlord  in  the  dark,  as  to  the  tranfaftion, 
to  which  the  traveller  was  an  eye  witnefs.) 
When  they  arrived  at  the  monaftery,  the 
Marquis  defired  to  fpeak  with  the  prior, 
alone,  who  conduced  him  into  his  own 
apartment,  where  the  Marquis  informed 
him  of  every  thing  that  he  had  heard ;  when 
the  prior  immediately  gave  orders  for  the 
judge,  traveller  and  landlord,  to  be  called 
in,  when  each  party  underwent  a  drift 
examination,  and  the  unhappy  landlord 
was  left  no  longer  in  doubt  about  the 
fate  of  his  loft  daughter !  The  prior,  who 
was  really  a  worthy  charafter,  expreffed 
an  equal  indignation  and  aftonifhment  at 
what  he  heard,  and  ordered  immediately 
the  tocjin*  to  be  rung.  This  order  caiifed 
great  furprize  among  the  holy  fathers,  as 
that  bell  was  never  rung,  but  to  call  the 

♦  Alarm  bell, 
Vot.  II.  U  monks 
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monks  together,  in  cafe  of  fire,  or  other 
very  extraordinary  occafions.  When  they 
affembled,  they  were  all  adjourned  by  the 
prior,  in  that  part  of  the  monaftery,  where 
he  was  informed  the  traveller  had  feen 
the  laft  of  the  young  woman  !  He  then 
ordered  all  the  doors  and  gates  to  be  (hut, 
that  no  ftrangers  might  come  in  or  any  of 
the  monks  go  out!  The  confternation 
thefe  preparations  caufed,  was  vifible  in 
the*  countenance  of  every  one,  as  they 
could  not  but  know  that  it  was  done  with 
intention  to  develope  fome  dark  myftery  f 
The  two  who  were  guilty,  could  not  but 
feel  deeply  ftruck  at  the  idea  of  the  atro^ 
cious  deed  they  had  juft  committed,  but 
being  well  afTured  no  one  was  privy  to  it, 
and  not  having  the  mod  diftant  thought 
of  what  was  really  the  fa6t,  they  imagined 
no  one  but  God  alone  was  witnefs  to  their 
villainy !  But  I  cannot,  my  dear  Madam, 
refrain  from  exprefGng  my  fentiments, 
being  firmly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  not 
accident,  but  the  avenging  hand  of  an  of- 
fended Deity,  which  fo  ordained  it,  that 
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it  ihould  be  difcovered  in  the  manner  it 
was!  The  prior,  then  harrangued  the 
aftoniOied  monks,  and  related  to  them  all 
that  he  had  heard,  and  then  bid  the  tra- 
veller repeat  to  them  what  he  had  faid 
and  what  he  had  feen.  He  then  ordered 
the  grave-digger  to  be  called,  and  bring 
with  him  his  pick-ax,  telling  him  to  exa- 
mine well,  to  find  out  the  ftone  that  had 
been  newly  taken  up  and  put  down  again; 
this,  the  grave-digger  found  to  be  no  dif- 
ficult talk,  and  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  it 
up,  the  aftonifhment  and  confuiion  of  the 
monks  is  beyond  the  powers  of  language  to 
defcribe !  The  girl  was  (bund  dead,  lying 
flat  upon  her  face !  But  who  can  attempt 
to  paint  the  mifery  of  the  wretched  father? 
"  Oh  my  child  I  my  child!"isall  he  was  able 
to  utter ;  when  he  inftantly  fainted  5tway ! 
Here  let  humanity  weep  !  The  biftiop 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  affair;  and 
the  villainous  monks  were  only  excom- 
municated and  banifhed  for  an  offence  for 
which  they  ought  to  have  been  hanged  or 
rather  fuffcred  the  torture  !  a  punifhment 
U  a  which 
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%»hich  CfimtoU  fuilcr  far  offtDees  even 
of  a  trivial  naturct  when  compared  with 
this«  ^  But  becaafc  th^fc  were  of  a  Rfli^* 
ma  ifrder  they  were  fuScred  to  cfcape  the 
being  brought  as^  a  public  cmamplet  led  it 
might  prejudice  ihc  minds  of  the  ignorant 
who  arc  laughi  to  believe  thai  ihcf  are 
infinitely  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  mankind^ 
and  poflcTs  the  power  of  reminiua  or  ab* 
folution  of  fins.  The  letting  ihefe  wretclie* 
efcapc  pmiifhtncnt  might*  for  the  above 
reafan,  be  poHuc,  but  cent^inly  it  was  not 
juft,  a^  their  crime  wai  of  the  dccpeft 
dyCf  not  only  wlih  refpeB  to  their  brata- 
lily  and  unparalleled  erueltVt  but  at  bypa* 
eritcsj  wbo  dared  to  infult  the$fjraEM& 
BiiNCf  pretending  to  be  auihoriKaJ  by 
aiM*  to  do  whatever  ibeir  wicked  inclioa* 
tioni  prompted  them  lo  I  The  poor  girt,  h 
feeim,  wai  kept  ihei^  by  the  two  vidaini 
who  debauched  her;  and  fhe  proving  villi 
c)ijld«  ihcy  were  fearful  qf  ihc  confe* 
qucncef,  if  iJ}cy  let  her  goj  therefore 
thought  iba  their  diabolical  pracccdingi 

would 
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would  never  be  found  out,  if  they  put  art 
end  to  her  exiftence. 

Now,  madam,  you  may  think  it  ftrange 
that  this  unfortunate  girl  fhould  have  no 
fiifpicion  of  the  harm  that  was  intended 
her,  when  they  bound  a  cloth  over  her 
eyes,  and  led  her  at  night,  in  the  manner 
above-mentioned?    but  the  truth  is,  the 
lower  clafs  of  people'  in  France,  are  the 
moft  bigoited,  fuperftitious  fanatics,  un- 
der the  fun  (the  Spaniards  excepted)  and 
ignorant  to  an  extreme,  being  taught  only 
to  implicitly  obey  the  mandates  of  their 
priefts,   particularly  their  confeflbrs,   in 
whofe  power  they  really  believe  it  is  to 
fave  their  fouls  !     No  wonder,  therefore, 
the  above  poor  girl,  who  knew  no  crea- 
ture, perhaps,  in  the  monaftry,  but  the 
tWo    villains  who  had  her   faft  in  their 
clutches,  Ihould  be  led  to  do  whatever 
they  bade  her ;  befides,  it  is  very  proba- 
ble that  they  had  promifed  that  flie  fhould 
have  her  liberty,  after  having  undergone 
fome  penance  they  had  enjoined  her,  in 
order  to  abfolve  her  from  her  fins.     The 
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grr),  moll  certatnly,  coul  J  Kave  (lad  no  ided 
or  being  put  to  death,  or  Oic  could  by  her 
cr]c%  have  alarmed  the  whole  convent, 
and  being  bUnd-fDlded}  bad  no  idea  ot* 
what  (he  v?aa  going  lo  fufier;  and  ihc 
pavetncnt  was  dropped  upon  ber  too 
fuddcnly^  lo  alhiw  her  the  power  of 
fcrcaming.  lo  clo&ng  this  fad  tccntf  I 
will  alfo  coitetude  my  uiiconrcionabic 
leticr,  which  muft  have  greatly  wounded 
your  feelings^  as  well  as  wearied  your 
patience;  but  a$  you  deHrc  me  to  fend 
you  intelligence  of  every  kindi  the 
blame,  my  dear  madam,  mull  fall  upon 
yotirfcir,  if,  in  obedience  to  your  com- 
mands, I  fometimcs  wander  into  pro- 
lixity.   Belie le  me, 

With  the  mod  perfcE  cAccmi 

Yoar%  trolyi 


fotriTii 


(    «5»    ) 

vourth  letter  to  the  same. 

Paris. 

YOU  will  fay,  my  dear  Ma- 
dam,  that  inftead  of  fending  you  news  to 
contribute  to  your  amufement,  I  only  feek 
for  tales  of  woe  to  wound  your  feelings; 
for  which  reafon  I  bad  almoft  come  to  a 
refolution  to  have  fuppreffed  the  follow- 
ing faft,  for  which  the  wretches  who  com- 
mitted it,  have  juftly  fuffcred  the  torture. 
Horrid  to  relate;  the  crime  was,  felling 
pies  made  of  human  flefh !  It  feems  they 
ftole  little  children  whenever  they  had 
an  opportunity ;  but  that  not  furnifliing 
them  fuflBciently  to  anfwer  their  infernal 
purpofe,  they  plundered  the  graves  of 
thofe  who  had  been  newly  buried,  and 
then  pickled  the  flefh  !  It  was  found  out 
by  accident  in  the  following  manner. — 

A  woman  having  bought  fome  of  thefe 
pies,  which,  for  the  better  concealment, 
were  rendered  palatable  by  very  high  fea- 
foning,  put  part  of  one  into  a  clofet, 
which,  in  a  couple  of  days,  (he  found  to 
her  great  sfftonifhment,  covered  with  in- 
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fefts  refembling  lice  !  But  coacluding  it 
tp  be  fly-blown,  fhe  threw  it  away  with- 
out  thinking  any  more  of  the  matter  :  fhe, 
however,  foon  purchs^fed  another,  which 
flie  found  very  goad  whilft  hot,  and  hav- 
ing put  by  a  piece  of  it  as  before,  fhe  dif- 
qovered  the  next  day  a  number  of  the 
fame  kind  of  infeft,  when  flie  fhewed  it  to 
2t  neighbour,  who,  on  examining  it,  found 
they  refembled  in  all  refpetls  white  lice. 
The  neighbour  alfo  purchafed  one,  and 
kept  it  for  a  few  days  when  there  ap- 
peared the  fame  kind  of  vermin.  It  was 
then  fhewn  to  one  of  the  faculty  wha 
declared  that  the  creatures  which  were 
bred  in  the  pyc,  were  neither  more  or 
lefs  than  lice,  fuch  as  are  bred  in  the 
human  body  ;  as  there  were  no  bones  in 
the  pye,  they  were  at  a  lofs  to  know  of 
"\yhat  fort  of  flefli  it  was  made,  which 
determined  them  to  go  to  the  fhop 
where  they  had  been  purchafed,  and  ex- 
amine the  mafter,  as  it  was  fufpefted  to 
be  the  flefli  of  cats.  They  accordingly 
taxed  the  paftry-cook  vfith  it,   who,  of 
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courfe,  denied  the  charge;  but  not  re^ 
ceiving  that  fatisfadion  they  fought  for^ 
and  perceiving  fome  confufion  in  the 
countenance  of  the  cook  himfelf,  and 
others  of  the  family,  they  fearched  every 
corner  of  his  houfe ;  and  on  defcending 
into  the  cellar,  they  perceived  fome  of  the 
earth  newly  dug  up,  bwicath  which  they  dif- 
covered  a  great  number  of  human  bones, 
moftly  thofe  of  very  young  children  I  The 
confternation  and  anpas&ement  of  all  pre* 
fent,  on  beholding  fuch  a  fcene  of  horror, 
words  cannot  defcribe.  Though  this  is 
a  very  uncommon  inftance  of  favage- 
aefs,  yet  fome  of  the  lower  orders  in  this 
country  are  guilty  of  very  attrocious 
deeds,  fuch  as  we  never  heard  of  in  Eng- 
land, which  is  greatly  owing  to  a  ftate  of 
extreme  poverty,  that  induces  them  to 
undertake  any  kind  of  villainy  from  which 
they  can  derive  the  leaft  emolument.  It 
is  melancholy  to  refle6l  on  fuch  diftrefs 
among  the  inferior  clafles,  whilft  the  great 
world  are  immerfed  in  luxuries,  and  give 
themfelves  up  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
Vol.  II.  X  every 
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-every  fpecics  of  amufement  and  diffipa- 
tion,  that  can  contribute  to  the  gratiBca- 
tion  of  their  paffions !  It  was  the  un^ 
bounded  luxury  of  the  nobles  and  the 
wretched  poverty  of  the  inferior  ranks 
which  made  that  truly  great  charafter, 
Madame  de  Maintenon^  who  was  fo  wor- 
thy of  the  Diadem  fhe  privately  wore» 
remark,  "  Que  d^argent  prodiguc  pour  diver- 
*'  tir  Us  courtizans^  et  ce.  Pauvre  feuplc 
**  meurt  dc /aimer  i.e.  "  What  fums  are 
>*  prodigally  laviflied  for  the  amufement 
'*  of  courtiers,  while  the  poor  people 
"  are  dying  with  hunger  !'*  But  it  is  to 
be  obferved  that  Madame  de  Maintenon 
was  bred  in  the  btfft  of  all  Schools,  the 
School  of  Adversity^  and,  having 
known  herfelf  what  it  was  to  want,  flie 
felt  deeply  for  the  woes  of  others, 
which  is  rarely  the  cafe  with  thofe  who 
are  born  to  ample  fortunes,  and  bred 
up  in  the  lap  of  luxury.  They  feldora 
poffefs  a  proper  feeling  for  their  fellow 
creatures,  and  the  life  of  gaiety  and  dif- 
fipation  which  they  lead,  allows  them  but 
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little.  Icifure  to  think  of  thofe  who  ar© 
ftarving  in  a  garret,  furrounded  by  a  .fa- 
mifhed  family,  and  fuflPering  extreme  in- 
digence !  Indeed,  my  dear  and  amiable 
friend,  I  have  been  an  eve  wiinefs  to  fo 
much  mifcry  and  wretchednefs  among  one 
fet  of  beings,  and  fo  much  want  of  hu- 
manity, pride  and  folly  amongft  another^ 
that  I  begin,  though  early  in  life,  to  have 
a  diftafte  for  every  thing  but  retirement, 
for  I  an>  firmly  pcffuaded  that  there  is  no 
folid  happinefs  to  be  found  but  by  being 
unconnefted  with  the  world,  and  in  the 
converfation  of  a  faithful  friend  ! 

In  my  next,  I  will  relate  what  Lady 
A.  J.  fays  of  her  mother,  which  I  think  is 
as  curious  an  anecdote  as  I  have  ever  yet 
beard !  in  the  mean  time 

I  have  the  hpnour  to  be 

With  ftncere  regard,  . 

Your's,  &c. 


My  fentiments  fo  exaftly  coincide  with 

thofe  of  the  above  mentioned  truly  dif- 

linguifhed  perfon,  that  I  cannot  refrain 

X  2  giying 
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^^^H          giving  you  another  quotation.    '*  Thqs 

1  ^^^^^^^^Bi 

^^^H           "  it  is,  I  fee,  the  world  in  all  'm  defor- 

F  ^^^^^^H 

«  roity,  whilft  the  multitude  who  da  not 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^1 

«  examine  it  clofcly,  arc  dazzled  with 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H' 

"  mectatf    1  perceive  fuch  immoderate 

^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

"  mcanncfs,  hatred  and  arabjiioo,  on  one 

X     ^l^^^H 

"  fide,    foch  envy,  treachery  and  dread-              _ 

■  ''^    ^^^^H 

"  ful   jealoufy  on  the  other,  that  I  am              ■ 

m      ^i^Bi 

«  fick  of  the  (how  of  this  sreai  nMhing  1"              ■ 

^^H 

»iFrH  lETxaa  to  thb  samk.                    H 

^^H 

*  St.  GERHAIIit.                   H 

■ 

MANY  thanks,  my  dear  Madam, 

|H 

for  yotir  kind  letter  informing  me  of  ibc 

^H 

marriage  of  your  amiable  relation,  whofc 

^H 

happinefs  1  know  you  have  fo   muth  at 

.^fl 

hearu    As  fhc  has  bad  the  advantage  of 

^ 

being  fo  frequently  with  yon,  (be  cannot               ■ 

■ 

but  have  profited  byyourinflrudivecon. 

^J 

vcrfatioft  and  excellent  example,  to  which. 

l^^M 

if  flje  but  continues  to  adhere,  it  mnft,  t 

^H 

fhink,  be  her  hufband's  fault,  ifhc  be  not 

^H 

made  truly  happy.    This  lead*  tnc  to  «.               ■ 

^H 

peat  what  I  have  fo  often  obferrcd ;  if              ^ 

1 

women               ^H 

sm      1 
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wfunisn  were  bar  to  take  the  fame  pains 
^irr  marritigc  in  itrp  ihe  nfFcfliong  of 
tlictr  hufliands^  as  ihey  take  iefcre  0  gaiu 
Aem^  they  vould  not  (o  frequently  mifs 
thai  bufpincfs  which  ihcy  fo  ardently 
fought  for!  Why  is  it  that  women  fci 
little  cotiftder  ihctr  own  dome  flic  felicity? 
Why  Uy  about  and  be  ib  eagerly  bent  to 
cxhibki  thcmfclvei  fo  much  as  they  do  lo 
public  view  ifter  marriage?  It  is  but 
fair  and  reafoitable  that  they  Oiaiild  both 
fee  and  be  (ccn  as  oft£n  as  can  be  done 
with  propriety  during  their  finglc  flatct 
that  thdr  per  tons,  talents,  and  qualifica^ 
tioois  (hould  be  known ;  bui  when  they 
have  made  their  choice  for  life,  to  whom 
ought  they  to  mih  to  appear  Euniable  and 
charming  but  in  the  eyes  of  their  huf- 
}>afidi  ?  the  pteafani  and  attra£li\re  man* 
MTi  which  they  pradifed  to  captivate 
their  hufband^  and  win  their  affedions  ts 
praifc- worthy  and  truly  laudable,  but,  in 
the  name  of  modeOy,  I  alk  what  reafon 
Can  ihey  have  confillent  with  honour,  and 
thai  fidelity  they  owe  the  married  flaie, 

to 
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to  try  by  the  fame  means  to  allure  and  en* 
gage  other  men  to  admire  them  ?  The 
confequences  are  obvious;  and  the  end 
generally  proves  fatal  to  all  the  parties  ! 
I  do  not  know  any  thing  more  dangerous 
to  female  virtue,  or  a  greater  impropriety 
in  a  young  married  woman,  than  dancing 
country  dances,  as  it  certainly  gives  an 
opportunity  for  a  man  to  fay  thofe  things 
which  would  never  have  entered  into  his 
head  upon  a  vidt  of  form !  I  heard 
Mr.  M.  fay,  who  is«  you  know,  bimfelf  a 
man  of  great  gallantry,  that  he  could  gel 
n)uch  better  acquainted  with  a  woman  by 
dancing  only  one  evening  with  her,  than 
he  could  in  three  months  vifiting  her  at 
her  own  houfe;  all  reftraint  being  then 
thrown  afide,  while  a  familiarity,  both 
as  to  converfation  and  manners,  takes 
place,  imperceptibly  creating  that  kind 
of  intimacy  which  puts  an  end  to  all  re- 
fpeft  on  one  fide,  and  a  decent  refervc 
on  the  other.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
dancing  a  minuet,  which  is  the  moft 
graceful  fituation  wherein  a  fine  wpmaa 

can 
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tan  (hew  herfclf ;  fhe  has  an  opportunity 
at  once  of  exhibiting  her  perfon  to  the 
higheft  advantage,  and  of  difplaying  het 
elegant  fancy  as  to  drefs,  and  this,  with- 
out lofing  one  atom  of  her  dignity  and 
modeft  deportment. 

I  know  your  fentim^nts  too  well,  my 
dear  Madam,  to  be  fearful  of  giving  you 
mine  fo  freely  on  this  fubjeft;  I  remem- 
ber you  have  often  told  me,  that  retire- 
ment  was  your  choice,  if  you  had  fortu- 
nately met  with  a  mair  of  fenfe  and  fenti- 
roent,  you  never  ftiould  have  had  th6 
leaft  inclination  to  have  mixed  fo  much 
in  the  fafliionable  world,  which  never  af- 
forded you  any  fuperior  fatisfaftion,  as 
its  converfation  in  general  was  very  tri^ 
vial,  and  as  I  have  heard  you  fay,  alfo^ 
you  had  no  tafte  for  cards,  that  you  en- 
tered into  fociety  more  than  you  wiflied  to 
have  done,  becaufe  y6u  had  miffed  that 
happinefs  which  you  flattered  yourfelf  you 
fhould  have  poflefled  when  you  was  firft 
married.  Such  a  difappointmcnt  made 
you  naturally  take  a  diflafte  to  a  home, 
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tilit  was  rofliiketi  bf  ihc  orUy  mati  %ho 
oughL  to  have  rcncfercd  ii  coinrorCBblc  10 
yoa  I  la  fecking  amufcincnt  and  rccrc- 
atiou  abra«d«  you  h;td  undoubtedly  the 
belt  excufc  im^iginabte;  and  I  cefifure 
only  thofc  ladies  who  have  affcdionaic 
buibands  and  a  young  family  to  iunruH; 
for  fucb  wooieni  I  fay,  to  run  about  in 
quell  of  pleafurc  is  ccruiinly  a  mod  grie* 
vans  faDy,  Surelvj  nothing  in  ibis  world 
can  equal  the  fcUcUy  wbtch  is  10  be  found 
in  tbe  Tociety  of  an  hufband  whofc  con- 
vcrfauon  is  inftru^tvc^  and  whofc  miin- 
ncr$  arc  refined;  every  thing  appcan  la 
me  infigniBcam  to  fuch  a  Aaie  as  1  am 
fortunately  able  to  dcfcribe  ?  But  I  find, 
my  dear  Madauii  I  am  ipirining  out  my 
letter  to  an  uncoufctoiiablc  lengtb,  and 
have  fcarcdy  left  room  to  tell  you  the 
curious  anecdote  which  I  promifed  you 
in  my  lattt  of  the  Countcfs  of  S,  I  can- 
not  fay  thai  I  am  in  the  leail  furprii&ed  at 
any  thing  her  Ladyfbip  does^  let  it  be  ever 
fb  e:)ctravagant  or  profligate.  It  feem9 
a  man  of  the  name  of  C.  has   taken  an 

houfc 
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houfe  in  Pall-mall  for  the  convenience  of 
women  of  rank  and  fortune,  who  wiih  to 
be  concealed,  whilft  they  are  in  a  fitua- 
tion  in  which  married  women  ought  to  be 
found.  It  likewife  feems  that  the  Coun- 
tefs  went  to  this  man's  houfe,  in  order  to 
confult  him  on  the  fubjeft  of  her  fuppof- 
ed  pregnancy :  but  as  he  wifhed  her  not 
to  rely  entirely  on  his  opinion,  he  advifed 
her  to  call  in  Dr.  H.  who,  upon  limilar 
occaiions  fhe  ufed  to  confult,  at  her  own 
houfe  r  The  do£tor,  therefore,  exprefled 
much  furprize  to  the  Countefs,  that,  be- 
ing a  married  woman,  Ihe  could  have 
any  reafon  for  lying-in  privately ;  but 
her  ladyftiip  informed  him,  that  fhe  did 
not  wifh  any  of  her  family  to  know  that 
Ihe  even  confulted  him,  as  it  would  create 
a  fufpicion  that  (he  was  with  child ;  and 
if  that  were  the  cafe,  Ihe  had  good  reafon 
(fie  faid,  to  prevent  its  being  known  I 
The  doSor  ftill  amazed  at  what  he  very 
juftly  confidered  a^  an  abfurdity,  very 
naturally  replied,  "  and  fuppofe  your 
*'  Ladyftiip  is  pregnant,  what  mifchief  can 
Vol.  II.  Y  «  poffibly 
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"  poffibly  refult  from  it  ?"— «  If  I  fllould 
"  be  fo,  anfwered  her  Ladyfhip,  I  cer- 
"  tainly  (hall  go  to  the  Continent,  'till  it 
"  is  all  over;  for,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
*^  my  dear  DoQor,  I  am  rather  dubious 
"  as  to  the  colour  IT  Whenever  her  La- 
dyfhip walks  out,  fhc  is  generally  attend- 
ed by  her  black  fervant  who  is,  Lady  A. 
tells  me,  remarkably  handfome  !  Lady 
A.  has  been  fo  ill  treated  by  her  mother 
that  (he  takes  no  pains  to  conceal  her 
foibles,  or  rather  vices,  and  has  no  ob- 
je£iion  to  my  acquainting  you  with  the 
above  circumftance !  Indeed,  when  wo- 
men are  fo  abandoned  and  loft  to  fliame, 
they  ought  to  be  held  out  as  examples  to 
be  fhunned  and  execrated,  and  treated 
with  that  contempt  they  juftly  merit!  But 
thofe  who  countenance  fuch  as  have  been 
guilty  of  fimilar  crimes,  merely  on  ac- 
count of  their  high  rank  and  fortune, 
ought  to  be  held,  at  leaft,  in  equal  con- 
tempt. 

To-morrow  evening  we  have  an  invi- 
tation  to  fup  with  Madame  de  la  M — k 
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it  being  her  name  day^  it  will  be  kept,  I  am 
told,  with  great  magnificence  :  but  as  this 
cuftom  is  peculiar  to  the  French  nation, 
you,  perhaps.  Madam,  may  not  compre- 
hend what  is  meant  by  it.  Every  catholic 
has  a  patron  Saint  to  whom  they  offer  up 
their  prayers,  and  as  the  Countefs's  Chrif- 
tian  name  is  Ann,  it  is  to  the  Saint  of 
that  name  that  fhe  devotes  herfelf ;  and 
as  the  Jitts  or  holydays  arc  named  after 
fome  Saint,  thofe  who  are  chriftened 
after  their  names,  always  keep  the  day 
with  as  much  ceremony,  as  we  do  our 
birth  days. 

.   Adieu,  my  dear  Madam,  8cc. 

P.  S.  I  am  almoft  afhamed  to  add  a 
Poflfcript  to  my  letter,  which  is  already 
too  long,  but  I  cannot  refill  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  telling  you,  that  we  fupped  laft 
night  at  the  Countefs  de  la  M — k*s,  and 
that  previous  to  our  going  into  the  falk 
a  manger^  I  had  the  pleafure  of  difplacing 

the  Duchefs  de  G t's  work-bag,  which 

I  did  rcither  faucily,  ariling  from  anger, 
Y  2  as 
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as  well  as  to  Ihew  the  noble  vifitant  my 
own  confequence  !  for,  on  roy  entree  into 
the  room,  I  was  very  politely  receiyed 
by  the  Counief^,  but  not  finding  a  chair 
ready  put  forme  near  the  circle,  and  per- 
ceiving  one  vacant  clofe  to  Madame  la 
Duchejfe^  I  was  rather  nettled,  and  JansL 
cerenwnie  moved  the  richly  embroidered 
work-bag  which  was  upon  it  to  a  corner  of 
the  fettee,  on  which  fat  the  Duke  d'  A — g; 
I  then  placed  myfelf  on  the  faid  chair,  at 
"which the  Duchefs  fccmcd un  feu pique^hm 
did  not  fay  a  word  !  all  my  fear  was,  left 
ihe  fhould  conftrue  this  little  m^ndrw^r^  of 
mine  into  ignorance  and  not  knowing 
what  was  right !  This  idea  haunted  me, 
and  alarmed  my  pride,  and  that  fiie 
might  perfeflly  comprehend  me,  I  took 
care  to  continue  very  haughty  the  whole 
evening;  but  before  I  departed,  I  in- 
formed Mifs  D n,  who  was  one  of  the 

party,  why  I  wa.s  out  of  humour,  faying, 
I  would  never  put  up  with  the  leaft  flight 
from  any  of  the  nobility  of  my  own  coun- 
try,  much  Icfs  would   I   from  -thofe  of 

another ! 
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anoihcr!  Wbcn  the  Coutilcf$  wai  iiif 
forinccl  how  tiiuch  I  (cti  pi<]ucfl  at  there 
being  no  chair  put  for  mc,  an  apology 
wa^  nude  the  very  next  morning,  which 
WM  very  politely  conveyed  lo  mc  by  that 
WDiihy  good  man  J  the  leartied  Abbfi 
N^ in.  He  affured  me  that  it  was  en- 
tirely owing  10  the  negleB  of  the  fervant. 
Sec,  but  I  have  reafon  to  believei  from 
Uus  well  timed  hm^€Ur^  I  (hall  nut  have 
any  rcafon  to  complain  of  any  future 
omiflion  whatever* 
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fitXTIl  JUITTER  TO  THB  £AM£« 

St«  GiHUAlHS, 

AS  I  inforipcd  you,  my 
dear  Madam,  in  my  lad,  that  we  had  re- 
ceived an  iDvitaiion  from  the  Count efs 
dc  la  M— — k  lo  dine  with  her  upon 
her  name-day,  you  vill  cxpeA  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  entertamment  was  condudedi 
AH  the  company  who  were  invited  being 
alfembted  in  the  grand  faloon^  we  waited 
pbout  an  hour  before  the  C<}unief&  tame 

from 
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from  mafs,  where  (he  never  omits  to  go 
once  or  twice  a  day.  It  feems  thefc  fits 
of  devotion  laft  for  three  months  toge- 
ther; but  that  is  no  very  extraordinary 
thing  with  thefe  devotees,  who  frequently 
do  fevere  penance  for  a  certain  length  of 
time,  and  then  indulge  themfelves  with 
following  their  inclinations  till  their  con- 
feflbr  thinks  it  prudent  to  give  a  check  to 
their  levities,  by  which  means  they  are 
punifhed  and  indulged  alternately,  to  the 
no  fmall  advantage  of  the  cunning  prieft. 
Many  of  the  guefts  were  of  the  higheft 
rank ;  among  the  noble  groupe  were  the 
Duchefs  de  Brancas,  dome  £  honneur  to  the 
Queen;  the  Prince  and  Princefs  deBeau- 
vais,  the  duke  de  Villars,  the  Duchefs  de 
Gramont,  who  looked  at  me  with  rather 
an  unfavourable  eye,  for  my  late  rude- 
nefs  to  her  work-bag;  there  were  alfo 
four  or  five  Irilh  Abb€s  accompanied  by 
the  Prior  of  St.  Germains,  who  is  the 
handfomeft  Frenchman  I  ever  faw,  ex- 
cept the  Count  de  la  M k.      But 

among  the  Abbes,  I  myft  not  forget  to 
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mention  the  wurthy  and  k*arned  Need- 
ham. 

Soon  affcr  the  Counters  entered  the 
loom  and  had  received  the  compliments 
due  lo  ihc  day^  the  County  her  hufh^indi 
was  announced,  wlio  was  jutl  returned 
from  Paris,  where  he  lived  Umh  winicV 
and  rummer,  rcldoui  viGiing  \m  CDuutcfi 
but  upon  great  occafions*  After  a  polite 
embracci  the  Countcfs  introduced  him 
10  her  guedj;  he  then  prefented  the 
Counter^  with  a  nofci^ay,  from  his  own 
bofom,  and  alfo  a  ina<;niBccnc  fnufF  box, 
fet  M^ith  diamoncU.  Every  one  of  the 
vifuors  then  followed  his  example,  each 
pre  fen  t  tug  fomc  elegant  trinkcrs,  with 
which  they  had  provided  ihcmfclvcs,  as 
is  the  ufufll  cultom  on  this  occatioa; 
among  which  numbcri  I  had  the  honour 
lo  prefeni  to  her,  a  very  fine  cnatueUcd 
miniature,  fet  in  gold,  of  an  £ng]i(h  lady 
of  quality,  cxquiGtely  painted  in  the  ba- 
bii  of  a  nun,  Mr.  Tudor's  gift  w^as  a 
beautiful  feal,  blood  (lone,  fet  in  gold, 
with  a  Jcfus  on  the  Crofs;  the  red  fpots 

on 
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on  the  ftone  reprefenting  the  blood  ifluing 
from  the  wounds;  this  prefent  was  the 
mod  admired  of  all  that  had  been  given. 
This  ceremony  over,  two  folding  doors 
were  thrown  open,  into  the  dining  hall, 
where  there  was  a  moft  magnificent  ban- 
quet, to  which,  each  lady  was  handed  in 
by  a  gentleman,  who  took  their  feats  ac- 
cording to  precedence ;  and  what  added 
greatly  to  the  pleafure  of  the  feaft  was, 
an  excellent  band  of  wind  muiic,  placed 
on  the  lawn,  clofe  to  the  windows  of  the 
room.  The  elegance  and  eafe,  with  which 
a  French  dinner  or  fupper  is  condufted, 
is  much  more  agreeable  than  with  us  in 
England;  where  the  lady  of  the  houfe 
never  helps  any  of  her  guefts,  but  to  the 
firft  difh  which  is  fet  before  her,  leaving 
the  ladies  to  the  care  of  the  gentlemen, 
who  are  feated  next  them.  They  never 
change  their  knives  and  forks,  only  the 
plates.  Every  one  has  a  glafs  ftau  fet 
next  them,  in  which  the  wine  glafs  is  in- 
verted,  and  alfo  two  fmall  decanters,  one 
with  water  and  the  other  with  Burgundy. 

After 
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After  the  fecond  courfe  was  removed, 
there  was  a  very  fuperb  defert,  confifting 
of  all  the  fineft  fruits  in  great  abundance, 
and  a  dozen  plates  of  ice  cream  of  diffe- 
rent forms  and  colour;  a  beautiful  large 
red  and  green  parrot  in  blanc-manger,  and 
alfo  a  cardinal's  hat ;  the  Boulvards  of 
Paris  were  reprefcnted  in  paftry  and  fweet- 
meats,  and  a  variety  of  other  devices; 
but  the  middle  difli  confifted  of  at  leaft 
fifty  peaches  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid, 
from  which  the  Count  prefented  one  to 
each  of  his  guefts;  and  I  was  rather  fur- 
prized  to  find  that  he  cautioufly  picked 
out  all  the  fmaller  peaches,  leaving  the 
largeft  and  apparently  the  fineft  in  the 
difh.  He  then  propofed  drinking  the 
health  of  his  Countefs,  when  every  one 
was  helped  to  a  glafs  of  Champagne, 
when  there  appeared  a  moft  beautiful  dif- 
play  of  fire-works  iffuing  from  the  large 
peaches,  which  we  then  found  to  be  ar- 
tificial ;  this,  indeed,  was  truly  elegant, 
and  greatly  furprized  many  of  the  com- 
pany, particularly  us  Englifh,  having  no 
Vol.  II.  Z  idea 
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idea  of  this  beautiful  deception,  ^^hicli 
was,  it  feems,  a  piece  of  gallantry  in  the 
Count,  who  brought  them  with  hira  from 
Paris ;  nor  did  even  the  Countefs  know 
of  it  till  the  very  moment  they  were 
played  off;  at  the  fame  time  a  battery  of 
fmall  cannon  were  fired  on  the  lawn,  when 
the  air  re-eqhoed  with  the  tumultuous  joy 
of  the  furrounding  multitude,  who  were 
permitted  to  be  fpeftators,  as  they  had  a 
very  good  view  of  what  paffed  in  the  din- 
ing-hall,  the  windows  being  all  fet  open 
for  that  purpofe. 

When  the  dinner  was  ended,  which  was 
not  till  ten  o'clock  at  night,  the  company 
all  flood  up,  turning  their  backs  from  the 
table,  when  each  was  waited  upon  by 
a  fervant  holding,  upon  a  filver  falvcr, 
large  water  glaffes  with  a  napkin  on  his 
arm,  which  I  think  far  more  delicate 
than  our  cuftom  of  waihing  at  table.  The 
ladies  were  then  handed  by  the  gentlemen 
into  the  drawing-room,  as  they  never  ftay 
to  drink  after  the  ladies  rife  from  table. 
From  thence  we  followed  the  Coumefs 
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into  the  mufic  room,  when  fhe  feated  her- 
felf  at  the  harpfichord,  upon  which  fhe 
played  remarkably  well,  accompanied  by 
a  number  of  the  firll  muficians  from 
Paris,  as  well  as  many  of  her  guefts  who 
followed  her  example,  each  taking  up  the 
mulical  inflrument  on  which  they  excel- 
led. Among  the  reft  were  two  young 
ladies  from  Verfailles  who  came  with  their 
father,  mother  and  mufic  mafter,  which 
was  a  very  great  favour,  as  they  never 
performed  but  to  the  King  and  Queen. 
One  of  the  young  ladies  was  exquifitely 
beautiful,  and  played  charmingly  on  the 
treble  harp,  and  her  (ifter  performed 
equally  well  on  the  violin;  when  they 
fung,  their  mafter  likewife  accompanied 
them  with  great  judgment  with  his  voice, 
which  was  a  fine  tenor,  but  fo  foftly  as  not 
to  difplay  himfelf^  but  to  exhibit  their 
performance  to  the  beft  advantage.  This 
was  not  only  polite  but  judicious.  But- 
a  little  paft  twelve  the  company  began  to 
withdraw,  and  the  evening  was  concluded 
with  the  greatcft  fatisfadion  to  all  parties. 
Z  %  Oa 
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On  the  carriages  of  all  the  guefts  fire -works 
were  fixed,  which  kept  playing  off  as 
they  went  through  the  foreft  on  their  re- 
turn home ;  and  guns  were  fired  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  which  reechoed  through 
the  woods,  till  we  had  got  to  the  end  of 
it.  To  morrow  I  Ihall  accompany  Mr. 
T,  to  Paris,  as  we  hare  received  an  invi- 
tation to  dine  with  the  Earl  and  Countefs 
of  R.  On  my  return  home  to  St.  Ger- 
mains,  I  ftiall,  perhaps,  add  a  few  more 
lines  to  my  letter,  if  any  thing  fhould  oc- 
cur which  I  may  imagine  worthy  of  your 
attention. 


P.  S.  Now,  my  dear  Madam,  you  muft 
prepare  yourfelf  for  a  long  Poftfcript,  for 
as  I  was  folding  up  my  letter,  who  (hould 
come  in  but  Mr.  F.  G. !  one  of  the  mod 
eccentric  charafters  you,  perhaps,  ever 
heard  of;  indeed,  he  is,  as  Montaigne  fays, 
a  downright  compound!  He  is  perfeftly 
well  bred,  very  fenfible,  and  remarkably 
entertaining  in  converfation,  and  really 
appears  a  good  tempered  man,  though  his 
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conduft  has  frequently  given  occafion  for 
a  contrary  opinion. 

A  few  years  ago,  being  at  a  tavern  in 
London,  a  gentleman,  who  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  naval  officer  came  in,  who, 
after  eyeing  F.  G.  in  rather  a  contemptu* 
ous  manner,  faid,  he  fraelt  an  Irifhman ; 
«  Do  you,"  fays  F.  G.  "^then  by  G— d  I 
*'  will  fpoil  your  fmelling;"  at  the  fame 
time  he  whipt  a  penknife  out  of  his  pocket 
with  which  he  cut  off  the  man's  nofe! 
then  telling  his  name  and  where  he  lived, 
faid,  in  a  very  compofed  manner,  that  he 
was  ready  to  give  him  fatisfaftion  when- 
ever he  pleafed  to  call  upon  him  !  but 
the  unfortunate  nofelefs  man  being,  it  feem- 
ed,  obliged  to  go  to  his  fhip  at  Portf- 
mouth  the  next  day,  which  was  to  fct  fail 
for  Jamaica,  he  had  only  time  to  get  a 
plaifter.  Though  the  provocation  was 
certainly  very  great,  yet  nothing  can  I 
think,  be  faid,  in  the  lead  vindication 
of  F.  G.  for  his  brutal  reprifal.  But  ac- 
cording to  the  notions  of  duellifts,  he  ccr- 
tainly  was  a  man  of  honour,  for  hearing 
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of  the  officer's  return  to  Southampton, 
two  years  after,  F.  G.  took  a  poftchaife, 
and  immediately  on  his  arrival  there  afked 
for  the  officer  who  was  at  the  hotel  with  a 
large  company,  and  hearing  that  he  was 
enquired  for,  came  down  ftairs ;  but  not 
recollefting  the  perfon,  he  defired  him  to 
walk  into  the  parlour  and  acquaint  him 
with  his  bufirtefs;  to  which  F.  G,  replied, 
he  came  on  purpofe  from  London  to  give 
him  fatisfaftion  !  The  officer  could  not 
but  exprefs  the  greateft  aftonifhment  till 
the  other  had  fully  explained  himfelf; 
but  inftead  of  accepting  of  his  propo- 
fition  to  fight,  he  moft  generoudy  took 
him  by  the  arm,  and  introduced  him  to 
his  brother  officers,  telling  them  the 
whole  (lory.  They  were  all  equally  fur- 
prized,  and  did  not  know  which  moft  to 
admire,  the  ready  forgivenefs  of  the  in- 
jured party,  or  the  honour  of  the  aggref- 
for!  but  both  being  fincerely  reconciled 
to  each  other,  they  ever  after  continued 
good  friends. 

This 
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This  very  eccentric  charafter  was  a 
Very  good  hufband,  and  moft  doatingly 
fond  of  his  wife,  which  the  following  faft 
related  of  him  will  evince.  Being  on  the 
Continent  with  his  wife,  fhc  was  taken 
extremely  ill,  and  died  on  the  road  fome- 
where  in  the  South  of  France.  When 
ihe  found  her  diflblution  approaching, 
fhe  made  him  promife  to  convey  her 
corpfe  to  England,  where  fhe  was  very 
defirous  of  .being  buried.  Accordingly 
he  hired  an  additional  man  fervant  and 
travelled  with  the  coffin  fixed  upon  the 
top  of  the  chaife.  .  One  evening  Hop- 
ping at  a  village  where  he  found  but  one 
indifferent  inn,  he  afked  what  accommo- 
dation he  could  have  ?  they  anfwered, 
that  they  had  but  one  room  below  flairs, 
their  beft  room  being  occupied  above  by 
fome  flrangers,  and  that  there  was  no 
other  provifion  in  the  houfe  than  fome 
eggs  and  meat  that  was  frefh  killed.  As 
it  was  rather  too  late  to  think  of  purfu- 
ing  his  journey  any  further  that  night, 
he  ordered  his  men  to  bring  the  coffin 
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into  the  Sipartment  allotted  for  him: 
after  which,  he  walked  into  the  kitchen, 
where  he  faw  a  couple  of  fine  fowls  road- 
ing,  when  he  demanded  of  the  inn-keeper 
his  reafon  for  telling  him  that  there 
was  nothing  for  his  fupper  than  eggs, 
at  the  fame  Mme  he  was  drefling  fo  good 
a  fupper  ?  Ah,  Sir,  faid  the  hoft,  that's 
true,  but  I  am  very  forry  it  is  not  inmy 
power  to  let  you  have  any  part  of  it,  as 
it  is  befpoke  by  the  company  above  ftairs. 
— Pray  then,  faid  F.  G.  be  fo  good  as  to 
go  to  the  Gentlemen  and  tell  them,  that 
an  Englifh  Gentleman  prefents  his  refpefts 
to  them,  and  will  efteem  it  as  a  particular 
favour  if  they  will  have  the  goodnefs  to 
let  him  have  half  of  one  of  the  fowls,  as 
he  is  come  in  very  hungry  and  much  fa- 
tigued after  his  journey,  for  which  he  is 
ready  to  pay  whatever  may  be  required. 
The  meflage  was  punftually  delivered, 
but  the  Frenchmen,  who  are  all  to  a  man, 
good  (TConoTJiiJlsj  would  not  part  with  a 
morfel,  but  after  a  long  confultation 
among  themfelves,  it  Avas  propofcd,  that 
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if  the  Englifhtnan  would  favour  them 
with  his  company,  he  (hould  be  very 
welcome  to  partake  of  their  fupper. — 
Thanks  being  returned,  an(ji  the  invita- 
tion accepted,  F.  G.  defired  his  hoft  to 
let  him  know  when  fupper  was  carried  in. 
When  he  was  informed  that  the  fupper 
was  upon  table,  he  ordered  his  fervanti 
to  follow  him  with  the  coffin.  On  his 
entering  the  room  many  compliments  paf. 
fed  on  each  fide,  when  the  Frenchmen 
protefted  how  truly  happy  they  were,  at 
having  fo  favourable  an  occafion  of  (hew- 
ing their  refpeft  to  an  Englifli  Gentlemani 
and  many  more  fine  fpeeches  to  the  fame 
cflFeft;  when,  to  their  utter  aftoni(hment> 
Uiey  faw  two  men  enter  with  the  coffin 
upon  their  (boulders,  and  fet  it  down  on 
the  floor  clofe  to  their  matter;  the  ter- 
ror, confternation,  and  confufion  of  the 
Frenchmen,  are  beyond  the  power  of 
language  to  exprefs!  and  rendered  them 
irimoft  rootionlefs,  which  F.  G.  perceiv- 
ing, he  faid,  I  return  you,  Gentlemebi 
my  grateful  thanks  for  your  kind  in  vita* 
Vot.  II.  A  a  tioa 
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tion  to  fup  ytnh,  you,  and  beg  pardon  for 
not  acquainting  you  that  my  wife  muil  be 
alfo  of  the  party;  for  as  tlie  was  wht'n  aUvc« 
my  eonftant  companion,  nothing  [hall 
ever  feparate  U5  whilfl  Die  remains  above 
ground  i  the  Frenchmen  who  were  by  ihis 
time  a  little  recovered  from  their  frighti 
began  to  fet  upon  F,  C«  in  a  rurious  n^an- 
ner,  BrA  ordering  the  co^m  bearers  to 
take  it  out  of  the  room,  which  the  men, 
IV ho  were  afraid  of  the  numbers  againft 
thtrm,  were  juft  complying  witht  wbca 
F.  G.  drew  his  hanger,  and  fworc  that  he 
would  cut  up  the  firfl  man  who  fliould  at* 
tempt  to  remove  the  corpfe  of  his  dear 
wikt  the  refolute  tone  and  manner  in 
i^ich  he  fpoke,  fo  terrified  rhcm,  that 
they  all  fcampcred  away  as  fa(l  as  their 
fcar^  could  take  them)  and  left  the  vtSo^ 
fiotis  F,  G,  in  quiet  poflellion  of  boib 
the  room  and  fuppcr,  to  the  grwt  mor. 
liBcation  of  the  Mmfimrs^  who  never  had» 
I  fuppofe,  experienced  fo  extraardinaiy 
an  inftance  of  £ngli/h  Ukriy  in  their 
livei  1 
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Adieu,  my  dear  Madam,  and  pardon 
my  frequent  intrufions  on  your  time  9ld4 
patience, 

8£V£NTH    LETTER    TO    THE    SAME. 

ST,  GERMAINS  EN   LAYE. 
MY   DEAR  MADAM, 

WE  are  juft  returned  from 
Paris,  where  we  ftayed  a  week,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  indulge  ourfelves  with  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  Opera  and  Comedies,  which 
we  attended  every  evening,  while  w^ 
pafled  the  mornings  in  viewing  every 
thing  worthy  of  notice  iij  that  fity.  The 
greateft  curiofity  of  all  wa$,  a  ipoft  inge« 
nious  reprefentation  of  a  woman  as  Targe 
as  life,  and  made  in  wax  and  filk }  there 
never  was  but  one  more  of  the  fame  kind, 
and  that  was  made  by  the  fam^  artift,  ^ 
Lady,  who  is  as  much  refpeded  for  her 
many  amiable  qualities,  as  (he  is  admire4 
for  her  fuperior  ingenuity.  She  fold  the 
firft  to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  for  which 
^e  received  a  thoufand  pounds;  indeed  i( 
A  a  8  was 
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was  nm  too  much,  when  vc  conAdeT  the 
labour,  pains,  and  length  of  time  it  cm* 
ployed  to  make  it  ^  and  ii  is  allowed  by 
ihorc  who  arc  judges  of  auatomyi  to  be 
a  moft  highly  iioifljed  piece  of  mu  The 
figure  is  laid  at  full  length,  and  covered 
With  a  blue  fjlk  drapery  in  a  box  lined 
wtih  white  faetn.  The  ariift  Bril  fcparated 
all  the  pieecs  in  the  foUoiMing  matmcir: 
She  took  off  a  moll  bcatttifu)  wa.t  face 
that  drtcovercd  the  (kull,  which  berng 
opened,  flic  difTcUcd  according  lo  anato^ 
mical  artf  all  the  interior  partt.  The 
bones  were  hnmati,  and  the  Bcfh  was 
made  of  wax  to  rcfemblc  nature ;  the 
hearty  liver,  and  bowcli,  &c.  were  all 
made  of  bladders  covered  with  ihc  thin- 
ned filk ;  and  in  fliort  every  other  part 
of  the  body  was  conftrafied  in  the  fame 
curious  manner;  the  whole  took  op 
nearly  two  hours  to  examine  it,  and  ! 
fhouid  fuppofc  it  would  take  pretty  near 
the  fame  time  m  put  it  together  again. 

When  we  latt  dined  al  Lord  R*j.  he 
pTefented  to  us  his  natural  daugbier,  a 
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moft  beautilul  girl  of  feven  or  eight  years 
old,  and  what  gave  me  great  pleafare 
was,  to  fee  Lady  R.  treat  her  with  as  much 
kindnefs  and  affection  as  if  fhe  had  been 
her  own  child ;  fuch  an  amiable  condufit, 
could  not  but  endear  her  greatly  to  her 
Lord,  who  has  a  very  high  efteem  for  her, 
though  I  believe  his  Lordfhip  does  not 
fcruple  to  pay  his  devoirs  occafionally  to 
the  Parifian  belles.  Both  Lord  and  Lady 
R,  have  moft  obligingly  promifed  to  par* 
take  of  a  repaft  with  us  at  St.  Germains, 
but,  previous  to  this  vifit,  and  in  the 
courfe  df  next  week,  her  Excellency  it 
to  go  through  the  ceremony  of  receiving 
her  firft  audience  of  the  Queen  and 
Royal  Family  at  Verfailles.  She  has  po-» 
Ktely  invited  Mr.  Tudor  to  make  one  in 
her  fuite.  There  are  a  great  many  £ng« 
lifli  of  faihion  now  at  Paris,  fo  I  make 
no  doubt  but  her  Excellency  will  be  weU 
attended.  Mr.  Tudor  has  this  moment 
prohibited  me  from  fending  oflF  my  let^r 
Jill  after  the  prefentation  is  over. 
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I  now,  Madam,  with  pleafure  refume 
my  pen,  to  inform  you  in  what  manner 
Lady  R.  was  prefented  to  the  Queen, 
which  ceremony  was  performed  yefterday 
in  the  following  order  : — Ten  or  twelve 
footmen  preceded  their  Excellencies  car- 
riage, walking  two  and  two,  drefled  in 
fcarlet  liveries  richly  laced  with  gold ;  the 
Englifh  Nobility  following  in  their  carri* 
ages  according  to  precedence;  among 
whom  was  the  newly  created  Duke  of 
N  d,  who  was  moft  magnificently  ap- 
parelled with  a  profufion  of  diamonds, 
and  difplayed  upon  this  oocafion  his  dia- 
mond ftar  and  garter.  When  the  cavalcade 
arrived  at  Verfailles,  Lady  R.  was  handed 
out  of  her  carriage  by  her  Lord.  When 
her  Excellency  came  to  the  door  of  the 
Queen's  apartment,  Ihe  was  received  by 
the  Duchefs  de  Brancas,  Lady  of  the  Bed« 
chamber,  and  was  by  her  conduced  to  her 
Majefty,  who  received  the  AmbaflTadrefc 
under  a  rich  canopy  of  ftate,  a  ftool  wa^ 
placed  oppofite  the  Queen,  whereon  her 
Ladyfliip  fat  during  her  audience.   All  the 
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Engtifli,  forming  an  half  circle,  flood  be* 
hind  her  Excellency.  Her  Grace  of  N. 
-was  not  of  the  party,  as  her  Grace 
thought  it  inconfiftent  with  her  own  dig. 
nity  to  ftand,  whilft  the  Ambaffadrefs  fat9 
who  was  her  inferior  as  to  rank,  and  one 
of  whom  (he  took  precedence  at  her  own 
Court.  Two  doors  were  then  thrown 
fuddenly  open,  when  in  an  audible  voice 
was  announced  Lb  Roy.  The  King  im- 
mediately appeared,  and  having  paid  his 
compliments  to  the  Queen,  addrefled 
himfelf  to  the  Ambafladrefs,  and  foon 
after  her  Excellency  withdrew;  when  (he 
was  conduced  to  the  apartments  of  Ma- 
dame la  Dauphine  and  the  reft  of  the 
Royal  Family.  The  whole  ceremony  was 
conduced  in  all  refpefls  fuitable  to  the 
dignity  of  the  occafion.  A  moft  noble  and 
fumptuous  dinner  was  provided  in  the  pa* 
lace  for  the  Ambafladrefs  and  her  company; 
there  were  two  tables ;  that  at  which  her 
Excellency  fat,  was  illuminated  with  up- 
wards of  (ixty  wax  lights,  independent 
of  the  luftres,   which  were  exceedingly 
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magnificent,  being  entirely  compofed  of 
cryftal,  and  the  defert,  Mr.  Tudor  in- 
.  forms  me,  was  the  moft  fplendid  he  ever 
faw.  It  will  without  doubt,  Madam,  ap- 
pear ftrange  to  you,  that  the  dinner  and 
defert  were  brought  in  by  a  regiment  of 
whifkered  Swifs  foldiers,  and  all  the  fer- 
vants  ftood  behind  their  Ladies  with  their 
hats  on !  but  what  furprifed  Mn  T.  Hill 
more,  was  four  dirty  boys,  which  upon 
enquiry,  were  found  to  be  affiftants  in 
the  kitchen^  (landing  dire£ily  oppofite  to 
the  Ambafladrefs  and  the  Duchefs  de 
Choifeul,  who  that  day  prefided^at  the 
table,  with  night-caps  on,  that  no  time, 
he  faid,  could  have  rendered  more  filthy, 
while  their  aprons  and  other  garments 
were  equally  obnoxious  1  but  this  mix*- 
ture  of  dirt  and  magnificence  is  not  un- 
common in  France,  a  few  fpecimens  of 
which  I  will  give  you  in  a  future  letter. 
I  mull  not  omit,  however,  to  mention, 
that  all  the  Englifli  Gentlemen  were  prc- 
fented  to  the  King  in  an  adjacent  cham- 
ber, feated  on  a  throne  of  ftate,  by  the 
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£ngli(h  Ambaflador,  who  announced 
each  in  their  turn,  according  to  their 
rank  and  quality,  &c.  but  there  was  no 
kneeling  or  kifling  of  bands  as  with  us. 
Mr.  Tudor  was  very  wefl  pleafed  with 
this  part  of  the  ceremony,  as  it  will  ena- 
ble him,  by  that  means,  to  hunt  in  the 
foreft  with  the  King :  no  one  being  al- 
lowed that  liberty,  but  thofe  who  have 
been  pVoperly  prefented.  He  fays,  that 
the  Kiilg  is  a  remarkably  handfome  man^ 
between  fifty  and  fixty,  has  fine  black 
piercing  eyes  and  a  Roman  nofe ;  is  per- 
kOly  weil  bred  and  affable,  and  fpends 
xnoft  of  his  time  on  horfeback.  He  in- 
tends fliortly  to  review  fix  tfoops  of  lifd 
guards,  who  are  to  be  richly  cloathed  in 
blue  and  filver ;  it  will  b6  a  grand  fight, 
ai  which  I  Ihall  endeavour  to  be  a  fpec- 
tiator.  With  every  fincere  wilh  fpr  your 
health  and  happinefs,  believe  me 

aflFeaionately  your's,  Scq. 


Vol,  II. 
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EIGHTS    LETTCR  TO   THE  SAM£« 

St*  GcaMAiHf* 

MT  0EA11  UABAUf 

JUST  a$  we  were  preparing 
to  leave  Paris  die  other  day,  on  our  re- 
turn to  this  placc«  we  met  with  Lad^ 

N 1|  and  her  brother  the  Chevalier 

R d,  who^  with  a   pany   of  ihcir 

Engtiili  acquaintance}  were  going  to  Ver^ 
rallies,  and  politely  afked  us  to  accom-^ 
|mny  ihem  to  view  the  curioEiies  of  that 
magnificent  palace.  Nothing  can  exceed 
the  (plcndor  of  the  apartments,  and  the 
magnificence  of  the  gardens.  They,  bow* 
ever,  difplay  more  art  than  nature.  The 
prodigiaus  number  of  fine  Aatuet  wlifa 
which  the  gardens  arc  decorated,  without 
doubt,  add  greatly  to  the  grandeur  of  the 
fcene,  but,  in  niy  humble  opinion,  they 
lelTen  that  limpUciiy  which,  though  it  be 
lef^  Unking,  is  infinitely  more  picalingp 
tn  the  appearance  of  unadorned  nature 
which  never  palls  on  the  fight;  while  art, 
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objeQ  thai  prcfcntcd  itftlf  to  our  view; 
the  paintings  in  panic ular^  eogroOTcd 
much  of  our  auenuon,  but  ihe  approach 
vhicb  led  to  ihi$  fuperb  apartment  waf 
up  a  nafly  Ilaircarei  ihe  Tmell  of  which 
made  us  ready  to  faint;  and  upon  every 
landing  place  were  fiKcd  again {t  ihc  wall 
Urge  iron  cxtinguifticrs,  to  put  out  th6 
Qambeaux;  and  all  the  Bhh  itfuiog  from 
the  wax  and  pitch  were  underneath  m 
heaps,  with  the  fweepingi  of  the  (lain 
which  arc  fcarccly  ever  wafhed,  fo  that 
our  cloaihs  were  m  danger  of  being  quiie 
fpoilcd.  Smol  let's  remark  was  a  very  juft 
one^  though  rauch  too  coarfe  for  a  female 
correfpondcnt  to  repeat;  for  an  explana- 
tion of  which,  I  will  refer  you  to  his 
work$.  This  general  jncotiriflcncy  fccms 
to  be  the  predominant  feature  of  iha 
French  nation i  of  which  1  will  give  you, 
dear  madam,  another  proof. 

A  few  days  fidce,  we  dined  at  Carrier, 
a  litik  country  box  belonging  to  the 
honourable  Mi  is  D.  built  by  the  urifortu* 
nate  Lallyl   bei  Cflert   the  Uaronef«  de 
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1,  was  of  the  party^  a  mod  charming 
woman,  but  being  born  and  always  bred 
at  Paris,  (he  has  not  the  lead  appearance 
of  an  Englifh  woman,  and  even  lifps  broken 
EngliOi  with  as  pretty  an  accent  as  any  of 
the  French  ladies ;  which  I  have  heard 
remarked  by  men,  as  a  captivating  defeQ* 
Among  the  noble  guefts  were  the  Mar- 
quis de  V — -^  and  bis  Lady,  who  live  in 
Dauphin6,  but  vifit  Paris  every  winter. 
The  Marchionefs  is,  without  exception, 
the  moll  beautiful  woman  I  ev^r  beheld ! 
her  bands  and  arms,  which  were  of  the 
fined  fhape  and  colour,  were  adorned 
with^  pearl  bracelets  clafped  with  dia* 
monds.  You,  Madam,  who  difplay  fuch 
uncommon  tade  in  your  own  attire,  will 
readily  allow  that  the  Marchionefs's  drefs 
was  perfeftly  elegant,  when  I  inform  you 
that  her  fack  and  coat  was  of  the  paled 
pink  richly  trimmed  with  broad  Valen- 
ciennes lace ;  her  fine  auburn  hair  plaited 
twice  round  her  head  with  fmall  pearls; 
her  cloak  was  of  tamboured  muflin  lined 
with  pink,  aod  decorated  with  a  profuHon 
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of  the  fame  rich  lace  as  her  gown;  fhc  wore 
a  pair  of  pink  fattin  flippers  with  diamond 
rofettes,  and  her  earrings  and  necklace 
confifted  of  very  large  pearls.  During  din- 
ner ftie  was  attended  by  two  of  her  laquais 
in  very  rich  liveries,  who  charmed  us  the 
whole  time  with  the  mulic  of  their  nof- 
trils,  which  they  trumpeted  without  ceaf- 
ing ;  taking  inceflantly  large  quantities  of 
fnuff)  and  as  often  blowing  their  nofes ; 
fo  that  they  had  frequent  opportunities 
of  difplaying,  as  Smollet  terms  it,  the 
flag  of  abomination;  befide  which,  they 
fpit  every  five  minutes  upon  the  floor, 
over  which  their  beautiful  miftrefs  trailed 
with  very  great  pomp  her  long  train  fur- 
bclowed  with  coftly  lace ! !  This  I  give 
you  my  word.  Madam,  is  a  fad  with- 
out the  lead  exaggeration !  I  obferved 
before,  they  never  change  their  knife  and 
fork,  but  have  always  clean  napkins  at 
every  ineal ;  their  plate  is  fcarcely  ever 
cleaned,  their  reafons  are,  that  it  renders 
it  lefs  valuable,  as  conftantly  rubbing  it 
diminifbes  the  filycr,   fo  that  the  forks 

from 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(  »9i  ) 
froit)  being  continually  ufed  in  eating  of 
eggs,  look  as  yellow  as  if  they  were  wafli- 
ed  with  gold.  All  dinner  time  the  moft 
delicate  ladies  take  fnuflp,  the  confe« 
quences  are  not  always  perfeftly  agreea- 
ble to  an  Englifli  ftomach,  and  yet,  with 
all  this,,  they  are  exquifitely  clean  as  to 
their  own  perfons !  in  (hort,  it  would  fill 
a  volume  if  I  were  to  name  a  twentieth 
part  of  the  inconfiftencies  of  thefe  hateful 
but  agreeable  people,  who  may  be  truly 
ftyled  paradoxical!  It  muft,  however, 
be  acknowledged,  that  perfons  of  dif* 
tindion  are  well  bred  and  captivating  in 
their  manners  whenever  they  are  in  a 
humour  to  make  themfelves  agreeable. 
They  are  very  attentive  to  ftrangers,  par- 
ticularly travellers,  who  make  but  a  (hort 
ftay  among  them«  But  in  fpite  of  all  that 
forced  politenefs,  and  feeming  urbanity,  it 
is  eafy  for  any  one  of  difcernment  to  per- 
ceive that  they  never  can  conquer  that 
inveterate  hatred  to  the  Englifh  what- 
ever pains  they  may  take  out  of  policy 
to  difguife  it!    As  I  have  lately  read  fome 
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of  Madmnt  de  Grafignft  Hierary  proiluc- 
UoDs^  1  eanncH  refrain  (being  app  It  cable 
to  ihe  prcfeni  fubjcfl)  from  gtvinf*  you 
on  extraE  ^hich  I  iraQnatcd  this  murii* 
ing  from  one  of  her  Peru v tan  Letter i| 
which  is  looked  upon  as  her  iArf^i'mmri  i 
but  I  mud  previoudy  obfervef  that  I 
think  it  by  much  too  feverc  a  fatire  on 
the  French  nation,  and  am  greatly  afto- 
niUicd  that  a  woman  of  her  liberal  way 
of  thinking,  as  to  all  other  matters, 
(hould  have  carried  her  prejudices  to  fo 
great »  length. 

*^  Vaniiy^'^  fays  this  Lady^  "  and  a  dc- 
**  Bre  of  appearing  aputent  h  the  predo- 
*'  minant  pafTtun  of  thcF  encb.  Ccniu»i 
**  and  even  the  aits  and  fcieoccs  are  the 
**  means  by  which  ihcy  difplay  their  vain 
**  pageantry  and  oflcntatlon,  all  which 
**  confpirc  to  ruin  their  fortunes.  Their 
**  immodemte  love  of  fupcrfluitics  and 
**  trifles,  corrupt  both  their  remfon  and 
^^  their  beans;  I  fhould  not«  perhaps  fo 
"  fcverely  condemn  their  laRc  for  fuper- 
"  Quity»  if  it  were  not  for  the  ill  confc- 
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^^  quences  which  always  arife  from  in* 
^*  dulging  it,  at  leaft,  to  that  exccfs,  which 
^<  h  no  lefs  than  the  facrifice  of  folid  an4 
^'  teal  enjoyments ;  they  are  abfolutely 
**  idolatrous  in  refpeS  to  their  exceffive 
^^  fondnefs  for  magnificence  and  (hew,  to 
•*  which  they  make  a  facrifice  of  both 
"  their  repofe  and  honour;  for  it  is  no 
^  uncommon  thing  to  fee  among  thofe 
**  oftentatious  people,  an  appearance  of 
<«  opulence  in  one  part  of  the  houfe^ 
**  while  poverty  and  meannefs  occupies 
•*  the  other.  Their  diverfions  confift  in 
**  a  boifterous  kind  of  gaiety  cxpreffed 
**  by  loud  peals  of  laughter,  in  which  the 
*^  mind  feems  to  bear  but  a  fmall  part^ 
*^  They  have  fubftituted  a  fuperficial  po- 
^  litenefs,  confifting  of  words  only  in 
'-'  the  place  of  good  manners;  and  in  lieu 
*^  of  reafon  and  good  fenfe,  a  falfe, 
•*  through  brilliant  wit.  In  fliort,  they 
*^  feem  Beings  who  have  efcaped  from 
*'  the  hands  of  their  Creator,  before  he 
^^  had  finiflied  their  intelle£lual  faculties, 
•*  for  they  have  fuch  an  amazing  vivacity 
Vol.  II.  C  c  ♦'  in 
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"  in  their  compotiiions^  thai  ihcy  fcarccly 
**  give  ihcmfclvcs  time  to  find  words  to 
•*  exprcfs  their  rentiments^  conveying  as 
^*  much  by  the  variety  of  their  gefiures^ 
^^  and  the  aflion  of  their  bodies,  as  with 
**  ihcir  voice/* 

I  confcfsi,  Madam^  there  is  fome  truth 
in  the  above  remarkSf  but  yet  it  mod  be 
acknowledged  that  it  is  rather  exaggerated; 
in  Ihort  it  may  be  confidered  as  a  carif4iture 
of  the  French  nation^  and  what  is  there 
that  may  not  be  turtied  into  ridicule  and 
be  fubjefl  to  faiire  f  Mojkme  di  Grefignj 
was  by  birth  a  Gefmmi^  and  the  Germans 
do  not,  in  their  hwrts^  love  the  FrcncE 
much  better  than  the  French  love  the 
Engliih.  She  was  held  in  very  high  clli- 
mation  by  the  Dutbefs  de  Richdim^  n^bich 
mod  likely  created  a  jealoufy  among 
fome  of  the  French  ladies  of  quality,  ai 
whofe  canduft  toward i  her  flic  may  have 
poflibty  felt  hcrtelfa  little  piqued,  a  cir* 
cumAance  which  may  have  given  birth  to 
the  prejudices  flic  appears  to  entertain 
againft  them.    In  lefs  than  a  rormight« 
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Lord  and  Lady  R.  propofe  to  honour 
us  with  their  company  at  St.  Germains, 
which  I  trull  will  afford  me  another  occa- 
fion  to  repeat  the  infinite  pleafure  I 
always  take  in  correfponding  with  a  lady 
whom  I  fo  highly  honour  and  eftecm. 

Believe  me,  dear  Madam, 

Sec.  &c. 

NINTH   LETTER  TO  THE  SAME. 

NOW,  my  dear  Madam,  pre- 
pare yourfelf  for  one  of  my  long,  very 
long  epiflles,  which,  I  do  afifure  you,  will, 
as  I  fear,  many  of  my  former  ones  have 
done,  put  your  patience  to  the  teft.  I 
have  a  great  deal  to  tell  you,  but  I  will  be 
as  brief  as  the  fubjeft  will  admit.  If  you 
recolle6l,  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  you 
in  my  laft,  that  we  were  to  be  favoured 
with  a  vifit  from  the  Earl  and  Countefs 
of  R.  on  that  day  fortnight,  which  was 
yefterday,  and  a  very  pleafant  day  it 
proved  to  all  parties ;  as  the  weather  was 
remarkably  fine  and  ferene;  I  muft,  in  the 
C  c  a  firft 
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firft  place,  inform  you,  that  we  brought 
over  with  us  from  England,  a  complete 
fet  of  mufical  glaffes,  upon  which  Mr. 
Tudor  and  myfelf  performed  together,  he 
playing  the  bafs.  On  the  approach  of 
their  Excellencies  into  the  hall,  we  opened 
with  God  save  the  King,  whilft  they 
ftood  at  -the  d^or  mute  with  pleafure  and 
furprize,  at  a  reception,  not  only  fo  novel 
and  unexpected,  but  accompanied  with 
fuch  a  (train  of  loyalty.  They  received, 
as  it  was  meant,  a  compliment  fo  juftly 
due  to  them  a9  the  reprefentatives  of  our 
gracious  Sovereign  and  his  Royal  and 
amiable  confort.  We  performed  it  twice, 
and  it  was  chorufled  by  his  Lordfhip^ 
Chaplain,  Mr.  F,  with  his  Secretary,  that 
very, worthy  man  Mr.  H.  and  two  ladies 
who  were  likewife  in  the  fuite.  This  be- 
ing concluded,  we  condufted  our  illuftri- 
ous  vifitors  into  an  inner  apartment, 
where  we  had  exerted  all  our  fancy  in 
honour  of  the  day.  In  this  room  was  a 
large  recefs  raifed  one  ftep  higher  than 
|he  floor,  covered  with  a  Perfian  carpet^ 
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^|i^  ^t-iicli  wat  placed  a  crimroti  velvet 

icbair   f  iP  Lii^'y  R :   ort  the  lop  and 

fidcs^  *jf  the  f-cers,  hufig  an  elegant  fef* 
looncd  drapery  painicd  upon  fine  HoK 
laiid*      Three  dinner  tables  were    pro- 
'.  I  led  ;    one  of  a  moderate  fi2c  and  !wo 
v^iy  fmall  ones*  iivhich  were  fixed  back- 
ward as  wings  to  the  other ;   over  die 
^fiole,  were  turned  willow  arches,  which 
were  firft  bound  over  with  green  box  and 
myrtles :   the  front  of  the  large  table  was 
conveyed  up  lo  the  top  of  the  room  in  the 
Ibnti  of  a  grenadier^s  capf  co%'ered  in  ibe 
fetne  m«inner  with  box  and  myrtle.     In 
the  from  of  the  cap  was  C-  R*  in  large 
capitals,    the  letters  being  compofed  of 
Oielh,  bends,   and  fmal)  bits  of  looking 
gtafsi  and  over  it  ZULESTIEN,  (with 
the   fame   materials)    Second  Regiment, 
Water  glaflcs  were  fixed  on  both  fides  of 
the  tables  at  the  bottom  of  the  arches, 
from  which,  the  ftcms  of  every  kind  of 
fnut  and  Ilower  ilFucd  from  the  water, 
twining  about  the  arches  and  room  in  a 
moll  fantafiic  manner,  to  the  beauty  of 

which| 
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vhich,  the  noble  pomgranate  branches  in 
full  bloffom  did  not  a  little  contribute  : 
thefe,  together  with  the  woodbines,  rofes, 
lilies,  pinks,  and  branches  of  orange  trees 
in  bloffom,  you  may  eafily  conceive. 
Madam,  converted  the  room  into  an  ar- 
bour that  could  not  fail  of  gratifying  two 
of  the  fenfes.  A  number  of  fraall  ftraw 
baflcets  mod  beautifully  embroidered  with 
filk  of  different  colours,  hung  upon  the 
branches  of  the  box  and  myrtle,  filled 
with  the  choiceft  fruits,  and  were  fo 
placed,  that  her  Excellency  with  great 
eafe  ate  of  them  as  they  hung ;  in  fhort, 
the  various  flowers,  vines  that  hung  in 
cluftcrs,  oranges  on  branches,  cherries, 
'  apples,  pears,  peaches,  with  large  boughs 
of  green  almonds,  were  fo  blended  to- 
gether, as  to  give  an  idea  of  the  moft 
rural  and  delightful  bower  that  imagina- 
tion can  paint !  In  one  part  of  the  large 
arbour  was  a  blackbird's  neft,  fo  (ituated 
amongft  the  aromatic  fwcets,  that  it  might 
have  inticed  the  owner  of  it  into  the 
houfe.  The  little  table  on  one  fide  was 
charaQerized    as    an    alehoufe    at    St. 
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OsYTH,  in  Effex,  one  of  his  Lordlhip's 
feats;  it  had  the  fign  of  the  Rochford 
Arms,  kept  by  William  and  Mary^  fer- 
vants  to  his  Lprdfhip.  The  other  wing 
alluded  to  Euston,  another  feat  of  hi* 
Lordlhip's.  On  the  middle  of  the  longer 
table  in  a  beautifully  cut  glafs  refervoir, 
flood  a  tall  orange*  tree,  with  ripe  fruit 
and  bloflbms  thereon,  which  reached 
nearly  to  the  cieling ;  at  the  top  of  which 
was  placed  a  garland  of  rofes,  which  fuf- 
tained  a  ruftic  Earl's  coronet  made  of 
glafs,  mofs,  fliells,  beads,  &c.  with  the 
old  family  motto  embroidered  in  gold, 

"    TANDES  SIT  SURCULUS  ARBOR." 

The  orange  and  pomgranate  trees  were 
prefented  to  us  by  Monfieur  Lc  Grand 
Procureur  du  Roy^  of  this  town,  who  is  one 
of  the  beft  hearted  as  well  as  the  beft 
bred  man  I  have  met  with  in  France.  I 
muft  not  omit  to  mention,  that  among  the 
flowers  and  fruits  were  interfperfed  a 
flower  that  is  not  very  common  even  in 

France, 

*  Alluding  to  his  Lord{hip*s  being  defcended  from 
the  illuflrious  Houfe  of  Orange. 
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France,  and  never  as  I  recolIeS,   cvef 
feen  in  England,  of  a  moft  beautiful  huej 
a  fpecies  of  Iris ;    we  have  fomething  in 
England  like  it  of  an  inferior  fort,  of  a 
blue  colour  ;   but  this,    which   is  called 
Jleur  de  Jlamme^  looks  at  a  little  diftance 
the  colour  of  a  flajjie,  a  kind  of  fhot  fear- 
let   and    yellow  variegated  with   a   rich 
glowing    purple ;    the     leaves    referable 
thofe  of  our  Iris.     As  to  the  fubllantial 
part  of  the  dinner,    it  confifted  only  of 
ham,  chickens,  peas,  beans,  and  a  little 
paftry,    for  it  was  impoffible  for  us  to 
think  of  giving  their  Excellencies  fuch  a 
dinner  as  was  fukable  to  their  rank  anj 
fituation,  as  it  would  have  been  very  un- 
fuitable  to  our  purfe,  and  highly  impro- 
per   in   every   refpcQ,    as   you  will    be 
pleafed  to  confider,  they  came  in  their 
private   capacity,  and  as  fricndsy    and  it 
would   have  given,  inftead  of  that  fatis- 
fadion  they  felt,  and  which   they  fo  po- 
litely exprefled,    infinite  pain  for  us   to 
have   put   ourfelves   to  an  expence  we 
could  not,    they  well  knew,  afford,  and 
after  all  that  we    could   have  done,    it 
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would  have  been  very  much  inferior  to 
vhat  they  had  every  day  for  their  own 
family  dinner!  fo  that  we  could  not  be 
ftigmatized  or  ridiculed  for  being  guilty 
of  the  greateft  of  all  follies,  which  fome 
fools  are  guilty  of,  aping  the  magnifi- 
cence and  luxuries  of  the  great,  till  it 
(ends  in  their  ruin  ! 

As  Mr.  Tudor  is  Under  the  neceffity  of 
going  to  England  upon  fome  urgent  bufi- 
nefs,  he  intends  himfelf  the  honour  of 
being  the  bearer  of  this,  which  will  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  fatisfying  your 
curioGty  as  to  many  points,  relative  to 
the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  thefe  people, 
who  in  fpite  of  their  negleft  of  that  clean- 
linefs,  fo  charafteriftic  of  the  Ertglifh, 
and  the  riumberlefs  inconfiftences  of  which 
they  aire  guilty,  are  confeffedly  a  very 
captivating  people.  Nothing  can  be  more 
agreeable  than  a  French  officer  of  a  cer- 
tain age,  fo  well  bred,  fo  attentive,  with 
the  utmoft  decorum  in  all  his  converfa- 
tions  and  manner;  even  Mr.  Tudor,  who 
is  not  over  partial  to  the  French,  declares 
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that  he  has  never  met  with  but  few  men 
in  an/  nation,  through  which  he  has  tra- 
velled)  that  are  to  be  compared  to  them 
in  every  thing  that  can  render  fociety 
agreeable.  The  very  young  men  in  ge- 
i^eral  are  infufferahle  coxcombs,  but  even 
they  a6t  with  decorum,  when  in  company 
with  officers  of  the  above  defcription, 
of  whom  they  (land  in  no  fmall  awe,  for 
the  mod  trifling  affront  is  immedis^tely 
refented  Jwr  le  champs  as  the  aggreffor  i$ 
but  rarely  complimented  with  a  fprmal 
challenge  and  having  feconds,  as  before 
he  can  be  allowed  time  to  recolle6t  his 
fault  or  Tue  for  pardon,  the  fword  of  his 
antagonift  is  run  through  his  body !  but, 
however,  this  is  feldom  the  cafe,  as  every 
one  is  ftri^lly  upon  his  guard  as  to  giving 
the  lead  offence.  Thus  politenefs  and 
the  moft  perfect  good  breeding  towards 
each  other,  is  religioufly  obferved  among 
them.  If  I  may  venture  an  opinion, 
I  think  it  may  be  eafily  accounted 
for,  why  our  nation  has  honoured  the 
French  with  the  appellation  of  pdits- 
maitrcs^  which  has  arifen  in  great  meafure 
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to  their  conftant  attachinent  to  the  v^o- 
men.  I  allude  not  as  to  the  matter  of 
love,  for  in  that  refpeS,  I  believe  they 
are  much  more  indifferent  than  men  6f 
other  nations ;  but  as  I  obferved  befot^. 
Frenchmen  never  drink  but  at  thefr 
meals,  and  are  Aot  permitted  to  indulge 
themfelves  with  talking  politics ;  they  of 
courfe  do  not  affociate  fo  nmch  with  eachr 
other  as  with  the  Other  fex,  with  whom 
they  fit  and  enter  into  all  the  little  frivO- 
lous  amufemcnts  in  which  women  gene- 
rally pafs  their  time;  it  is  thefefore  no' 
uncommon  thing  to  fee  men  knit,  knot, 
and  broder  a  tambawj  which  make  fome  of 
our  rough  Englifh  bticks  look  upon  thenr 
tio  be  perfeftly  effeihiriate ;  h\ii  thefe  very 
men,  let  me  tell  them,  when  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  are  cer- 
tainly equal,  if  not  fuperior  tb  the  mili-' 
tary  ofiBcers  of  every  other  nation.  This 
15  a  truth  they  feem  very  Confcious  of 
themfelves,  for  at  the  fame  time  they  al- 
low that  the  Englifh  ph>duce  better  fea- 
men,  they  contend  for  their  (Uperiorit/, 
D  d  a  in 
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in  the  field,  over  all  other  nations  undei 

the  fun.     The  Duke  de  N Vs  Mafter 

of  the  Horfc,    is  one  of  the  genteeleft 
men  in  France,  and  is  elhemed  a  very 
brave  and  gallant  officer,  and  yei,  I  ne-^ 
ver  beheld  A>  beautiful  a  piece  of  em- 
broidery in  t^mibourj  as  I  did  the  other 
day  of  that  Gentleman-s  work;    it  was  a 
gown  for  the  Counttfs  de  T,  daughter  to 
the  Duke;    the  flowers  were  (haded  with 
great  judgment,  the  pattern  w^as  his  own 
invention,    in  which  he  Jhcwcd  infinite 
taftqj   all  the  flowers,  leaves,  and  Items, 
were  edged  With  gold,  which  gave  it  a 
very  rich  appearance.    For  my  part,  I 
fee  no  impropriety  in  men  working  with 
the  ladies,  and  think  it  full  as  rational  as 
diat  ridiculous  chit-chat  with  which  men 
generally  entertain  the  women 5  it  i*  true* 
that  con  ver  ration  in  this  country  is  nc- 
ceffarily  limited    to   what  we    call  fnmll 
ialk^  for  they  mufl  not  difpuic  about  rclU 
gious  matters,  any  more  than  they  dare 
venture  to  talk    politics,    and  if  oncf^j 
ihcy  were  to  indulge  themfclves  id  giving, 

a  fccpe 


Digitized  by 


Goo< 


1  -^ 


(      205      ) 

a  fcope  to  philofophical  ideas,  that  would 
natarally  lead  them  to  think  deeper  than 
either  Governnient  or  the  Priefthood 
lyould  much  relifh,  particularly  the  lat« 
ter,  who  dread  nothing  fo  much'as  that 
the  underftanding  of  the  people  fhould 
be  enlightened,  as  they  well  know  there 
would  then  be  an  end  to  the^r  power ! 

Adieu,  my  dear  Madam ;  Mr.  Tudor 
is  in  hafte  to  be  gone,  and  I  hope  will 
fpon  have  the  honour  of  kiifing  your 
hand. 

tenth  letter  to  the  same. 

St.  cermains« 
my  dear  madam, 

I  WAS  yefterday  ^loft  agrcc- 

j^ly  furprifed  to  fee  my  hufband  and  his 

elded  daughter  enter  my  apartnxient.     I 

l^ad  no  idea  that  he  could  have  finifhed 

the  bufinefs  which  called  him  from  me  in 

fo  fhort  a  time  !  I  return  you  my  fincere 

thanks  for  the  very  kind  reception  which 

he  tells  me  he  met  with  from  you,  but 

which,  he  is  fo  very  modeft  as  to  attri- 
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butc  entrrely  lo  that  regard  wiih  which 
you  have  ever  honoured  me,  but  I  fhall 
not  place  it  to  my  own  accounlj  or  in 
any  other  way  than  that  you  wifh  to 
evince  your  friendfhip  tomc^  by  (hewing 
an  attention  to  one  who  conftiiutes  the 
honour  and  happincfs  of  tny  life. 

Nothing  can  flatter  my  vanity  more^ 
than  your  mod  obliging  letter^  in  i^hich 
you  defire  me  to  continue  a  corrcfpond- 
encc  which  you  arc  pica  fed  fo  politely  to 
fay,  has  given  you  fome  pleafure-  Bur 
an  unforefeen  event  has  happened,  which 
makes  me  imagine  that  our  ftay  on  the 
Continent  will  be  of  a  much  flxorter  dura- 
tion than  wc  at  firft  intended.  I  hope, 
however,  that  there  will  not  be  any  occa- 
lion  for  us  to  quit  this  delightful  fpot  be-- 
fore  September, 

Although  I  fat  down  fo  impatiently  to 
acknowledge  your  polite  atEeniion  to  me 
and  my  hufband,  I  fhall  not  conclude  my 
leUcr  till  after  the  King's  birth-day,  which 
you  know,  h  next  Friday;  as  upon  that 
day,  v^e  arc  to  have  the  honour  of  dining 
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vith  the  Ambaflador,  in  company  with  all 
the  Englifli  of  fafhion  who  are  at  Paris 
and  its  environs. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  give  you  fome 
account  of  Mr.  Tudor's  eldeft  daughter, 
whom,  with  her  fifter,  we  had  left  at  the 
Benedidine  convent  at  Calais,  under  the 
prote6tion  of  Mrs.  Grey.  Mr.  Tudor 
Intended  to  have  brought  them  both 
home,  but  found  his  youngeft  daughter 
in  fuch  a  condition  as  rendered  it  impof- 
fible  to  introduce  her  at  prefent  into  com- 
pany; as  the  fmall-pox,  which  muft  have 
been  of  the  moft  virulent  kind,  fo  man- 
gled and  disfigured  her  face,  that  her 
father  was  greatly  Ihocked  at  her  appear- 
ance, nor  could  he  find  the  leaft  trace  of 
her  former  beauty !  her  fitter  is  neither 
fo  handforae  or  cheerful  as  Ihe  was,  but 
rather  referved  and  gloomy.  She  has,  I 
already  perceive,  been  fo  well  tutored 
by  their  priefts,  that  although  Ihe  is  fo 
young,  flie  is  become  in  the  fhort  time 
fhe  was  at  the  convent,  a  moft  rigid  de- 
votee !    file  has  cut  off  all  her  fine  hair, 
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and  wears  a  large  double  bordered  caj^j 
which  conceals  nearly  all  her  face  !  This 
,condu£l  of  hers,  has  greatly  difpleafed 
,  her  father,  and  difappointed  his  views  of 
introducing  her  into  thofe  circles  which 
could  not  but  have  greatly  improved  her 
manners,  and  given  that  polilh  fo  necef- 
fary  you  well  know,  Madam,  for  a  young 
woman  to  attain,  who  is  juft  entering  into 
life*  This  morning,  I  prefcnted  to  her 
fome  valuable  trinkets  that  were  her  mo- 
ther's, among  which  were  fome  fine  pearl 
ornaments,  a  diamond  ring,  and  a  gold 
enamelled  watch ;  but  though  (he  feemed 
very  much  pleafed  with  my  offering  them 
to  her,  yet  you  will  fcarcely  credit  what 
I  tell  you,  that  fhc  abfolutely  rejufed  them 
all !  Upon  my  alking  her  the  reafon,  flic 
replied,  that  flie  never  would  wear  any 
thing  of  that  kind,  as  flie  wiflied  to  be 
drefled  in  the  moft  plain  and  fimple  man- 
ner, being  defirous  to  retire  from  the 
world,  as  fhe  much  wifhed  to  embrace  the 
Catholic  Religion,  and  fpend  the  remain* 
der  of  her  days  in  a  convent !    I  confefsj 
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t  was  thunderftruck ;  for  fome  time  I  had 
'  ho  power  to  nlake  a  reply  !  But,  how- 
ever I  may  admire  and  revere  her  piety, 
I  felt  perfeftly  aftonifhed,  that  fo  young 
a  perfon,  and  in  fo  fhort  a  time  too, 
ihould  have  been  fo  far  prevailed  upon 
as  to  wiih  to  give  up  the  world  and  be- 
come a  reclufe  !  What  inBnite  pains  mud 
thefe  people  have  taken,  to  have  impref- 
fed  her  mind  with  thefe  notions !  At  the 
fame  time,  I  proceeded  with  caution  in 
a  matter  of  fo  much  delicacy,  and  when 
I  had  to  do  with  a  mind  fo  ftrongly  im- 
preffed  with  their  enthufiaftic  notions. 
My  diftafte  to  the  Catholic  Religion 
arife^  entirely  from  its  want  of  univerfal 
charity;  for  can  any  thing  be  more 
(hocking  to  a  benevolent  mind,  than  that 
part  of  their  doftrine  which  excludes 
from  falvation,  all  thofe  who  are  not 
within  the  pale  of  their  own  church  ? 
Surely,  this  is  a  ftrong  proof  of  their  not 
adhering  to  thofe  divfne  precepts  of  Je* 
sus  Christ,  who  declared,  that  "  a  rem^ 
♦*  nant  of  all  Jhall  be  favcdr  This  leads 
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much  more  afTiduity  than  they  would 
otherwife  have  done !  Strange,  my  dear 
Madam,  as  all  this  mud  appear  to  youj 
you  viiW  ftill  be  more  aftonifhed  at  what 
follows.  On  my  mentioning  to  Madame 
dt  la  Mark  and  the  Princefs  dc  Bcauvaisj 
Mifs  Tudor's  religious  turn,  they  thus 
exclaimed,  ''  it  is  a  call  from  God  !"  and 
hoped  that  if  I.  was  a  Proteftant,  that  I 
would  not  endeavour  to  alter  her  pious 
fentiments!  My  reply  gave  them  much 
fatisfa6lion,  for  which  they  formed  a  bet- 
ter opinion  of  me  than  before ;  this  they 
ingenuoufly  confeffed,  and  were  now,  I 
found,  not  without  fome  hopes  of  making 
a  convert  of  me.  The  Princefs  de  B.  had 
been  educated  it  feems  in  the  fame  con- 
vent with  Lady  Elizabeth,  the  mother  of 
Mifs  Tudor,  fhe  therefore  felt  herfelf  the 
more  interefted  for  the  future  happinefs 
of  her  daughter.  This  I  was  informed  of 
by  Mifs  D.  The  Princefs  therefore  of- 
fered to  place  Mifs  T.  in  the  Royal  Con- 
vent of  St.  Denis,  without  any  expence 
to  us ;  where,  (he  faid,  they  were  treated 
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with  more  indulgence  than  in  any  other 
convent  in  France.  Since,  therefore,  ii 
was  the  wifli  of  Mifs  T.  to  become  a 
nun,  I  thought  it  was  fuch  an  offer  as 
would  highly  pleafe  her;  but  in  this,  I 
was  greatly  difappointed,  as  I  found  the 
treated  it  with  a  coolnefs  rather  bordering 
upon  contempt ;  for  though  (he  felt  her- 
felf  infinitely  obliged  both  to  the  Princefs 
and  me,  fhe  hoped,  if  her  father  would 
have  the  goodnefs  to  let  her  take  the  veil, 
that  it  might  be  in  the  Order  of  Poor 
Claires!  Good  Heaven,  child,  cried  I, 
do  you  not  know  that  the  order  of  the 
Claires  i$  the  mod  fevere  and  rigid  of  any 
in  France  ?  She  calmly  replied,  (he  knew 
that  circumftance,  and  was  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  aullerities  that  Ihe  folicited, 
but  that  the  harder  the  order,  the  more 
merit  with  God  I  As  (he  muft  it  feems, 
be  two  years  a  penfioner,  before  fhe  can 
be  admitted  to  enter  upon  her  year  of 
probation,  her  father  and  I  both  have 
hopes  that  fhe  may  in  that  time,  fee 
enough  of  the  convent,  to  deter  her  from 
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being  of  their  community ;  we  are  wil- 
ling, therefore,  fhe  Ihoqld  go  as  a  pen- 
iioner,  when  (he  will  have  a  little  fpeci- 
men  of  what  (he  is  to  fufFer,  if  fhe  fhould 
obftinately  perfift  in  purfuing  that  mode 
of  life?  we  therefore,  propofe  the  day 
after  to-morrow,  to  accompany  her  to 
the  convent  at  Rouen.  Adieu,  for  the 
prefent, 

I  have  now  refumed  my  pen,  my  dear 
Madam,  to  inform  you  we  are  juft  re- 
turned from  Paris,  where  we  went  after 
accompanying  Mifs  Tudor  to  Rouen.  I 
never  in  my  life  had  fo  pleafant  a  jour- 
ney. The  profpeft  was  mod  delightful 
all  the  way  between  St.  Germains  and 
that  place.  A  great  part  of  the  road  lies 
between  hills  clofe  on  the  banks  of  the 
Seine,  of  which  you  have  a  view  betwixt 
the  breaks  in  them.  The  whole  country 
around  is  beautiful  and  finely  cultivated. 
The  city  of  Rouen  is  remarkably  clean, 
adorned  with  a  very  fine  Gothic  cathedral, 
and  many  well-built  churches  and  monaf- 
^eries.     When  we  arrived  at  the  convent 
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of  poor  Claires,  we  were  ftruck  with  re- 
verential awe  at  the  folemnity  of  every 
thing  around  us;  the  gloomy  afpeft  of 
the  place,  the  profound  filence  which 
reigned  throughout,  threw  rather  a  damp 
on  my  fpirits,  but  we  were  foon  con- 
dufted  into  a  large  parlour,  in  which 
was  placed  a  moft  beautifully  carved 
crucifix  as  large  as  life,  with  an  ex- 
preflion  of  countenance  that  would,  I 
think,  have  made  a  convert  of  a  Deift ! 
the  exquifite  cleanlinefs  of  the  place,  and 
the  modefty  and  meeknefs  of  the  attend- 
ants, I  confefs,  made  a  deep  impreflioii 
on  me !  an  iron  lattice  took  up  one  en- 
tire fide  of  the  room,  behind  which  was 
a  green  curtain.  When  we  were  feated, 
we  requefted  the  favour  of  one  of  the 
lay  fillers,  to  convey  to  the  Lady  Abbefs 
a  letter  which  we  brought  from  the  Prior 
of  St.  Germains,  not  only  to  announce 
who  we  were,  but  upon  what  bufinefs  we 
came.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the 
curtain  was  undrawn,  when  in  came  with 
great  dignity  and  folemn  pace,  the  Lady 
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Abbefs,  who  greeted  us  with  infinite  po- 
litenefs,  feating  herfelf  as  clofe  to  us  as 
the  lattice  would  admit.  As  we  had  al- 
ready delivered  our  credentials,  we  briefly 
told  her,  that  our  daughter  not  only 
wifhed  to  embrace  the  Cathplic  Religion^ 
but  to  be  admitted  into  their  holy  com- 
munity ;  upon  which,  the  old  Lady  (igni- 
fied  her  approbation  in  the  moft  pious 
terms,  faying,  as  all  the  others  had  done^ 
*'  that  it  was  a  call  from  God."  She 
then,  with  a  moft  benign  fmile,  tendered 
her  hand  to  Mifs  Tudor,  who  dropping 
upon  her  knee,  had  the  honour  of  killing 
it.  The  Lady  Abbefs  then  rang  a  little 
bell,  when  there  immediately  appeared 
ten  or  twelve  old  nuns,  to  whom  flie  re- 
lated all  that  had  pafled ;  they  thren  feated 
themfelves  clofe  to  the  grating  forming 
a  femicircle.  Two  of  the  lay  lifters  came 
in.  with  a  tray  of  provifion  and  began  to 
lay  the  cloth,  which  as  foon  as  we  per- 
ceived, we  arofe  with  an  intention  of 
returning  to  our  inn,  and  to  come  again 
after  dinner,  but  they  prefled  us  fo  much 
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to  take  fome  refrefhmenl,  that  we  could 
not  refill  their  importunities;  and  we 
were  much  furprifed,  and  indeed  a  little 
hurt,  to  fee  the  table  prefently  covered 
with  a  profufion  of  dainties,  confifting  of 
roaft  chicken,  fallads,  butter,  cheefe,  a 
variety  of  fine  fruit,  and  moft  excellent 
wine;  coffee  and  delicious  liquors  fuc- 
ceeded.  They  apologized  for  not  par- 
taking with  us,  but  faid  that  they  were 
obliged  to  conform  to  their  rules.  We 
ate  but  little,  though  we  were  hungry, 
for  we  could  not,  from  fentiment,  think 
of  feafting  in  the  prefence  of  fuch  pooT 
half'ftarved  beings,  as  they  not  only  op* 
ptarti  to  be,  but  as  in  fa£t  they  really 
are  !  for  it  feems  they  eat  but  one  meal  a 
day,  and  but  of  one  thing  only  at  a  meal ! 
There  is,  however,  a  very  good  table  kept 
for  the  penfioners  and  parlour  boarders ; 
and  except  what  they  get  by  them,  they 
fubfift  entirely  upon  charity  j  though  they 
are  fo  much  beloved  by  the  inhabitants^ 
that  they  have  plenty  of  provifions,  be- 
fides  the  donations  they  receive  from  the 
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Catholics  in  England.  They  wear  no 
linen,  and  their  faces  arc  fo  covered  with 
k  black  veil,  that  no  part  of  it  can  be 
feen  but  the  tip  of  their  narrow  chins; 
the  Lady  Abbefs  indeed,  wore  her's  a  tri- 
fle higher,  but  it  was,  I  imagine,  that  wc 
might  be  better  able  to  hear  what  Ihe 
faid,  for  her  voice  was  very  low  and 
faint,  no  doubt,  from  the  want  of  fuffici- 
en*t  fuftenance ! 

As  foon  as  we  had  finifhed  our  rcpaft, 
all  the  young  ladies  who  were  penfioners, 
both  Englifh  and  French,  came  to  pay 
their  compliments  to  us.  They  fcemed 
very  well  educated,  and  entered  the 
room  with  a  very  good  grace  and  genteel 
addrefs;  there  could  not  be  lefs  than 
thirty  or  forty  of  them,  all  dreffed  alike 
in  black  cloth  ftays  and  coats,  with  long 
trains  and  white  veils  thrown  a  little  back; 
I  never  beheld  a  more  lovely  fight;  they 
were  from  the  age  of  fix  to  eighteen  ; 
fuch  modelly  and  meeknefs,  how  truly 
captivating,  but  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that 
all  that  angelical  appearance  Ihould  va- 
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nifli  the  Ttioment  they  enter  into  ihc  fa- 
ciety  of  the  world.  By  our  dcfirc,  ilicy 
permitted  Mifs  Tudor  to  fee  the  interior 
of  the  convent,  when  I  particularly  re- 
quefted,  for  obvious  reafons,  that  fhe 
might  fee  their  cells  and  other  fymbols  of 
their  auflerc  life.  In  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  (he  returned  to  us  alone,  when 
we  alkcd  her  whether  Ihe  chofe  to  enter 
as  a  penGoner,  or  return  with  us  to  $U 
Germains?  She  chofe  the  former;  we 
therefore  conduced  her  to  a  door  which 
!cd  to  the  interior  of  the  convent,  where 
the  Lady  Abbefs  and  all  the  nuns  were 
aflembled  ready  to  receive  her,  which 
they  did  in  the  moll  affeftionate  manner; 
the  door  then  clofed,  and  Mr.  T,  and  I 
w  ithdrcw  with  heavy  hearts,  and  fhedding 
tears  all  the  way  to  our  inn.  We  rofe  at 
an  early  hour  the  following  morning,  as  we 
wilhcd  to  take  a  view  of  the  city,  which 
,is  moft  delightfully  fituated.  Wc  met  a 
great  number  of  very  genteel  women  go- 
ing to  mafs ;  their  exterior  garment  was 
made  of  a  rich  black  Glk^  and  in  ample 
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folds  reached  down  to  their  heels,  and 
was  gathered  very  full  round  the  neck.  I 
never  faw  that  drefs  in  any  other  part  of 
France ;  fome  are  made  with  long  flowing 
fleeves,  and  others  only  with  arm-holes. 

The  day  after  our  return  home,  we  fet 
out  for  Paris,  that  we  might  make  the 
neceffary  preparations  for  the  king's  birth 
day,  We  went  early,  to  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  converfing  with  Lady  R.  before 
the  lev6e  commenced.  She  looked  un- 
commonly well.  We  found  her  feated 
in  a  chair  of  ftate,  with  one  foot  on  a 
crimfon  velvet  ftool;  her  head  drefs  was 
remarkably  elegant,  confiding  of  a  fuperb 
diamond  coronet ;  her  gown  was  a  flight 
pink  and  white  luftring,  with  a  ray  of 
pea-green,  beautifully  ornamented  with 
broad  blond  lace.  The  ladies  in  general 
were  moft  elegantly  attired;  among  whom 
was  Mifs  W.  daughter  to  the  patriot,  but 
as  her  father  was  at  that  time  under  a 
cloud,  he  was  not  invited.  When  the 
Earl  of  M.  was  announced,  there  was  a 
general  buzz  throughout  the  room,  every 
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one  being  in  full  expeQation  of  feeing 
bim  appear  as  ufual,  with  a  profufion  of 
finery ;  but  we  were  greatly  aftoniflied  at 
his  abfurdity,  in  coming  in  deep  mourn- 
ing; for  which,  I  perceived  his  minnikin 
Lordfhip  got  himfelf  gently  rebuked  by 
the  Ambafladrefs,  who  obferved,  that  hi^ 
Lordftiip  muft  have  quite  forgot  that  it 
was  the  King's  birth-day !  We  did  not 
hear  what  apology  he  made,  but  he  looked 
rather  confufcd,  as  he  could  not  but  per- 
ceive that  the  Ladies  were  tittering  behind 
their  .fans,  and  that  the  men  looked  upon 
him  with  an  air  of  cool  furprife  !  Dinner 
being  announced,  her  Excellency  was 
followed  by  her  numerous  guefls,  for 
whom  there  v(;as  provided  a  moil  fumptu-" 
Gus  banquet.  Lord  S— ^ — 1  fat  next  to 
jne,  and  as  his  Lordfliip  was  helping  me 
to  fome  fruit,  he  happened  to  caft  his  eye 
pn  one  of  my  bracelets,  and  he  was  fo 
much  ftruck  with  the  exquifite  painting 
it  contained,  that  I  took  it  oflF  for  him  tq 
have  a  nearer  view  of  it;  he  then  ex- 
claimed, I  never  faw  any  thing  fo  very 
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fmall    painted   with   fuch    expreffion   of 
countenance  as  thofe  figures,  in  my  life ! 
I  need  not,    Mad^m,    faid  his  Lordfhip, 
a(k  you  for  whom  they  were  painted,  as 
it  is   the    ftrongeft    refemblance   of   the 
Royal  Family  I  ever  beheld  I    This,    na- 
turally raifed  the  curiofity  of  all  the  com- 
pany prefent,    who  exprefTcd  a  wilh  to 
look   at  it,    accordingly  it  was   handed 
round  till  it  came  to  the  hands  of  the  Am- 
baflador,  who  declared,  that  if  it  were  his 
property,  he   fhould  certainly  prefent  it 
to  the  Queen.      Mod  of  the    company 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it  muft  have 
been  formerly  the  property  of  one  of  the 
Royal   Family.      \ou  have  guefled  the 
truth,    replied   Mr.   Tudor,    for  it  wa* 
painted  for  his  Majefty  King  George  the 
Firft,  who  gave  it  to  the  Duchefs  of  Ken- 
dal.    Mr.   T.   perceiving   the  company 
feemed  furprifed,    and  look   as  if  they 
were  anxious  for  a  further  explanation, 
he  continued  to  inform  them,    that  my 
father  having  purchafed  great  part  of  the 
yaluable  furniture  which  belonged  to  the 
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Duchefs,  at  an  au£lion  after  her  death,  the 
miniature  with  two  fmaller  ones  fet  in  gold, 
were  found  in  one  of  the  private  drawers 
of  a  commode  table.  He  added,  that  a 
few  years  ago  having  (hewn  it  to  a  French 
vertuofo,  he  declared  that  it  was  the  fineft 
painting  in  miniature  he  ever  beheld,  and 
expreffed  his  opinion,  if  it  were  (hewn 
to  the  Queen,  that  her  Majefty  would 
like  to  purchafe  it,  as  it  was  fo  ftrong  a 
likenefs  of  the  Royal  Family. — Mr.  T. 
replied,  that  if  he  thought  her  Majefty 
would  do  him  the  high  honour  to  accept 
of  it,  nothing  could  give  him  greater 
pleafure ;  but  I  muft  firft  know,  faid  he, 
whether  I  can  with  propriety  venture  to 
make  the  Queen  an  offer  of  it  ?  I  am 
confident,  faid  the  vertuofoj  that  if  the 
Queen  was  to  fee  it,  (he  would  be  de- 
lighted with  it;  and  continued  he,  if  you 
wifli  that  her  Majefty  fliould  fee  it,  I 
have  a  friend,  who  is  with  her  every  day, 
and  if  you  will  give  your  confent,  I  will 
undertake  that  he  fhall  fliew  it  to  her 
Majefty.     As  nothing  can  give  me,  faid 
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Mr.  Tudor,  a  more  fenfible  pleafure  than 
the  having  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  my 
duty  and  refpeft  to  the  Queen;    (having 
been  the  firft  who  had  the  honour  to  wel- 
come  her  Majefty  to  thefe  happy  realms) 
I  gave  it  intQ  the  hands  of  the  vertuofo  to 
have  it  conveyed  to  her  Majefty,  through 
the  hands  of  his  friend,  who,  I  imagined, 
was  a  Nobleman^  by  his  intimating  that  he 
was  with  the  Queen   every  day !    Here 
Mr.  Tudor  paufed;    the  Ambaffador  was 
anxious  to  hear  the  fequel,  which  Mr.  T^ 
promifed  to  acquaint  him  with  next  day, 
as  he  thought  he  had  already  engrofled 
too  much  of  the  company's  attention,  and 
he  likewife  perceived  that  the  Ambafla- 
drefs  and  the  ladies  wiflied  to  withdraw. 
The  company  broke  up  early,   and  the 
Ambaflfador  infifted  upon  our   fpcnding 
the  evening  with  him,    to  which  my  huf- 
band  confented  merely  but  of  complai- 
fance,   well  knowing  that  his    Lordfhip 
could  not  fleep  till  he  had  heard  the  con- 
cluGon  of  this  little  hiftory.     Indeed,  my 
dear  Madam,  if  there  was  not  fomething 
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very  curious  in  it,  as  well  as  myfterious, 
I  fhould  be  fearful  you  would  think  that 
I  had  intruded  too  much  on  your  pati- 
ence, in  giving  you  the  quantum  of  half 
a  dozen  letters  in  one.     As  foon  as  flip- 
per was  over,  his  Lordfhip  teftified  much 
impatience  to  hear  what  followed  :    after 
the  vertuofo  had  given  his  friend  the  minia- 
ture picture  to  fhew  the   Queen,    I   re- 
mained in  fufpence  (faid  Mr.  T.)  for  near 
a  week,  without  being  able  to  learn  the 
fuccefs  of  it,  whether  the  Ouecn  had  or 
had  not  accepted  of  it ;  for  in  that  time  I 
had  called  twice  at  his  lodgings,  when  he 
told  me,  that  his  friend  had  fhewn  it  to 
the  Oueen,  but   that  fhc  was  defirous  his 
Majefty  fliould  fee  it  before  fhe  gave  her 
final  anfwer;  but,   fays  he,    I  dare  fay  in 
a  day  or  two,  I  fliall  be  able  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  refult.     Accordingly  I  cal- 
led again  in  a  few  days,  when  he  informed 
mc  that  both  their  Majefties  wero  highly 
pleafed  with  the  pi6lure,  and  defircd  that 
I  would  fix  a  price,  as  they  did  not  chufe 
to  accept  of  a  prefent  from  a  fubjeft  !    I 
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coiifefs  I  was  rather  fiaggered  at  thil 
fpeech,  as  I  could  not  believe  that  het 
Majefty  would  refufe  to  do  me  the  fame  - 
honour  which  fhe  had  juft  before  coil^ 
ferred  upon  another^  as  I  had  been  in-» 
JFormed !  I  was,  however,  obliged  to  de- 
cide the  matter,  either  to  Jix  thcpriccy  or 
have  the  pidure  returned !  But  what 
price  to  fix,  I  found  a  very  difficult  taCk! 
if  I  were  to  a{k  what  it  was  certainly 
Worth,  it  might  have  been  thought  too 
much  i  if  I  were  to  a(k  a  low  price,  it 
might  be  deemed  impertinent  to  under- 
rate a  thing  that  I  thought  worthy  the  ac- 
ceptance of  a  crowned  head !  this  was  a 
point  of  great  delicacy  !  fo  great  was  my 
dilemma,  that  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  ad, 
which  the  fly  vertuofo  perceiving,  faid,  per- 
haps, as  you  fo  much  wifh  it,  my  friend 
may  be  able  to  prevail  on  her  Majefty  to 
auefi  of  it,  or  perhaps  make  you  fome 
return  for  the  compliment.  Thus  ended 
that  morning's  converfation,  when  he  pro- 
mifed  to  call  in  a  day  or  two  upon  his 
friend,  when  he  did  not  doubt  but  t 
Vol.  II.  Gg        ^  Ihould 
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ihould  very  foon  receive  fome  fatisfadion 
on  that  head.   A  week  or  ten  days  elapfed 
without  my  hearing  one  fyllable  on  the 
fubjeft.     I  knew  (continued  Mr.  Tudor) 
that  her  Majefty  was  too  good  and  too 
benevolent,    to  keep  me  in  painful  fuf- 
pence,  and-  not  iet  me  be  informed  whe- 
ther fhe  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
honour  me  with  her  acceptance  of  it,  or 
elfe  order  it  to   be  returned  to  me.     I 
then,  for  the  firft  time,   formed  a  fufpi- 
cion  that  fome  foul  play  was  intended  roe, 
becaufe  I  could  not  account  for  the  rea- 
fon  of  the  vertuofo's  concealing  fo  cauti- 
oufly   the  name   of  his  friend.      I  then 
waited  upon  the  Lady  at  whofe  houfe  I 
firft  faw  this  Frenchman,   and  related  to 
her  the  whole  ftory,  and  a(ked  her  whe- 
ther fhe  could  form  any  guefs  who  his 
friend  was,    that  faw  the   Queen  every 
day  ?    to  be  fure  I  can,  faid  (he ;    it  is 

Monf.  M ,    the  Queen's  Linguift  ;    I 

thanked  her,  and  immediately  fet  out  in 

order  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Monf.  M . 

Luckily  that    great   man  was  at  home; 

he 
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he  received  me  with  a  great  *  deal  of 
Trench  civility,  when  I  acquainted  him 
with  the  reafon  of  my  vifit,  which  was 
to  be  informed,  whether  her  Majefty 
had  been  pleafed  to  accept  of  the  mini- 
ature pifture  which  he  had  done  me  the 
honour  to  (hew  to  her?  I  perceived  he 
mufed  for  a  few  minutes,,  but  recover- 
ing  himfelf,  replied  that  her  Majefty  was 
much  pleafed  with  it,  and  would  be  glad 
to  have  it,  if  I  would  name  the  price.  I 
told  him  why  that  was  impoffible,  giving 
thofe  reafons  I  have  already  mentioned, 
but  that  I  wifhed  to  have  the  honour  of 
prefenting  it  to  the  Queen  as  a  mark  of 
my  duty  and  refpeft.  Well,  fays  he,  I 
fhall  fee  the  Queen  to-morrow,  when  I 
dare  fay,  fhe  will  inform  me  of  her  in- 
tentions  concerning  it ;  therefore,  Sir,  if 
you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  call  in  a 
day  or  two,  I  (hall  be  able  to  tell  you 
'the  Queen's  determination.  Accordingly 
I  went  again  in  a  few  days,  when  he  told 
me  that  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
fpcaking  to  her  Majefty,  as  th^  King 
G  g  2  came 
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came  in  j  oft  as  he  was  upon  the  point  of 
afking  her.  This  fhqffling  condu£l  en- 
ereafed  my  Jufpicions  !  when  I  faid  that  I 
did  require  of  him  to  make  fome  enquiry 
about  it,  upon  which  he  with  a  fhrug  of 
the  fhoulder,  and  putting  on  a  confe- 
quential  air,  muttered  fomething  about 
its  being  in  the  pbfleflion  perhaps,  of 
fome  of  the  Queen's  German  women,  but 
he  would  fee  about  it !  I  confefs,  I  now 
began  to  lofe  all  patience,  for  I  plainly 
perceived  that  the  two  Frenchmen  were 
endeavouring  to  jockey  me  out  of  my 
property ;  I  was  therefore  determined  to 
make  enquiries  through  fome  other  chanr 
nel ;  for  which  purpofe,  I  went  to  Court 
with  an  intention  of  mentioning  the  cir- 
cumftance  to  fome  of  the  Nobility,  when 
I  immediately  perceived  the  Duchefs  of 

P ,  to  whom  I  had  made  a  prefent  but 

k  fhort  time  before,  of  a  very  valuable 
pifture,  painted  by  Pettito;  I  related  ta. 
her  Grace  the  ftory  of  the  miniature,  to 
which  flie  coolly  replied,   "  that  when 
Princes   put    thofe    kind   of   things    in 
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f^  their  cab'mcts,  no  more  is  heard  of 
thein !"  I  confefs  I  felt  much  provoked^ 
and  bad  determined  to  break  through 
all  Court  etiquette,  in  order  to  knov 
Vfith  certainty,  whether  the  Queen  had 
fcen  it;  for  I  really  began  to  think  that 
her  Majefty  might  never  have  feen  it  at 
all !  for  this  purpofe  I  was  advancing  in- 
to the  circle,  as  the  Queen,  I  knew, 
would  foon  recoiled  me,  having  had 
twice  the  honour  of  kiffing  her  hand  :  but 
whilft  I  was  waiting  for  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity, I  happened  to  caft  my  eyes  upon 
that  truly  good  and  benevolent  hearted 

woman,    the  Duchefs  of  N d,   to 

whom  I  tpadc  a  profound  bow,  when  fhe 
with  great  affability  and  good  nature,  ob- 
ferved  that  (he  feldom  faw  me  at  Court : 
I  informed  her  Grace,  that  I  had  a  very 
large  family  and  lived  chiefly  in  the 
cbuntry,  and  explained  to  her  Grace,  why 
I  was  at  Court  then,  relating  every  parti- 
cular concerning  the  miniature  pifture  ; 
but  inftead  of  throwing  cold  water  upon 

it,  as  her  Grace  of  P had  done,  fhe 

with 
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with  infinite  good  humour  told  roc,  flic 
was  much  furprifed  that  flie  had  not  heard 
it  mentioned,  either  by  the  Queen  or  any 
of  the  Ladies  about  her  perfon,  but  faid 
Ihe  was  determined  to  aOc  her  Majefty 
concerning  it  as  foon  as  the  levee  was  over, 
and  bade  me  come  the  next  morning  to 

breakfaft  with  her  at  N d  Houfe, 

when  {he  did  not  doubt,  flie  faid,  but  ftie 
Ihould  be  able  to  give  me  all  the  fatisfac- 
tion  I  could  defire!  I  muft  here  ob- 
ferve,  continued  Mr.  Tudor,  that  one  of 
my  brothers  who  was  the  Reftor  of  I  ■  y 
had  been  to  the  day  of  his  death  in  very 
high  favour  with  the  Duke,  who  ufed 
frequently  to  dine  with  him,  faying,  *'  I 
^  like  Tudor  to  dine  with  you,  for  you 
*^  are  never  put  out  of  your  way,  nor 
*^  add  any  thing  upon  my  account,  nor 
*^  do  I  know  any  body  whofe  table  is 
"  more  elegantly  neat  than  your  own;'' 
this  was  truly  the  cafe,  for  he  was  nice  to 
a  fault;  he  never  fat  down  to  more  than 
two  diflies,  exclufive  of  vegetables,  whe- 
ther he  had  company  or  dined  alone,  but 
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thofe  two  diflies  were  dreflcd  in  the  bcft 
manner;  I  made  this  digreflion,  conti- 
nued Mr.  Tudor,  to  (hew  v)hy  I  was  in 
fuch  favour  with  the  Duchefs.  I  went 
accordingly  next  morning,  and  after  her 
Grace  had  prefented  me  to  the  Duke,  flic, 
feated  me  next  herfelf  at  breakfaft,  when 
ihe  faid  flie  had  fomething  to  tell  me 
concerning  my  pifture;  but,  continued 
her  Grace,  with  her  ufual  charmitig  affa- 
bility, come,  come,  eat  your  breakfaft, 
and  then  I  will  inform  you  in  whofe  hands 
it  is !  Seeing  me  look  very  impatient  for 
an  explanation,  (he  laughed  and  faid, 
*'  Know  then,  that  the  Queen  is  very 
^^  much  aftonifhed,  and  difpleafed  that 
"  you  are  not  put  into  poffeflion  of  your 
"  pifture  again,    for  (he  returned  it  to 

''  Monf.  M above  three  weeks  ago  !'* 

After  thanking  her  Grace  for  the  infor- 
mation  (he  had  given  me,  and  the  trouble 
flie  had  taken,  I  then  took  my  leave  and 
went  immediately  to  the  houfe  of  Monf. 

M ,   who  received  me  a  little  more 

crejl  Jalkn  than  he  did  before,  all  the  ^ 
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vhe  of  the  Frenchman  was  totally  vi^ 
nlQied  I  I  aCked  him  for  my  miniature  $ 
he  faid  that  he  had  been  that  morning 
with  the  Queen,  and  believed  he  fhould 
have  had  it,  if  the  King  had  not  come  in* 
I  did  not  then  let  him  know  that  I  had 
been  informed  that  he  had  it  three  weeks 
in  his  own  pofleflion,  nor  would  I  difco- 
ver  to  him  that  I  was  no  flranger  to  his 
chicanery,  therefore  only  faid,  that  I  ex* 
pefted  he  would  deliver  it  up  to  me  on 
the  morrow,  or  elfe  he  mud  not  be  fur- 
prifed  at  the  fiep  1  fhould  take  to  compel 
him !  I  perceived  he  had  no  power  to 
reply,  and  even  if  he  had  attempted  it,  I 
certainly  fhould  not  have  liflened  to  him^ 
having  experienced  that  he  was  capable  of 
fo  impudent  a  falfehood  1  It  is  by  fuch 
undermining  fycophants  as  thefe,  that 
Princes  are  fo  often  led  into  error  with 
regard  to  the  opinion  they  form  of  certain 
perfons,  who  are  made  to  appear  odious 
in  their  eyes  through  falfe  reprefentations. 
I  went  the  next  day  about  the  time  I  knew 
be  would  be  coming  from  attending  the 

Queen, 
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Queen,  I  faw  him  at  a  confiderable  dif* 
tance  before  he  perceived  me ;  he  looked 
thoughtful ;  his  pace  was  flow ;  he  had 
one  hand  in  his  pocket,  holding  I  pre- 
fume  the- locket :  Well,  Doflor,  faid  I, 
I  fuppofe  you  have  now  got  the  pifture  ? 
Yes,  faid  he,  looking  fuUenly^  I  wifli 
you  good  luck  with  it,  for  you  have  no 
chance  now  of  the  Queen's  tver  having  it^ 
I  aflurc  you  !  iipbn  which  I  took  the  pic- 
ture, and  looking  at  it  faid,  *I  think  I 
have  good  luck  with  it.  What  do  you 
mean  by  that,  faid  he  ?  Why  Sir,  faid  I, 
I  mean  tha^t  I  am  very  lucky  to  get  it  out 
of  the  hands  of  thofe  to  whom  I  entrufted 
it;  and  if  you  want  a  farther  explanation^ 
I  will  tell  you,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
that  good-hearted  woman  the  Duchefs  of 

N d,  I  fliouldhave  been,  I  plainly  fee^ 

cheated  out  of  my  property ;  fo  off  I 
turned  indignantly  upon  my  heel,  leav- 
ing the  Doftor  to  his  own  reflexions. 
Lord  R.  exprefled  his  <Lftonifliment  and 
juft  indignation  of  fuch  French  perfidy, 
and  faid,  "  How  Tudor,  came  you  of  all 
Vol,  Hi  Hh  « peo- 
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*^  people,  to  truft  a  couple  of  Frenchiriett 
**  in  fuch  an  affair,  I  thought  you  knew 
'^  the  world  better  ?  but  as  you  feem  fa 
^  defirous  that  the  Queen  (hould  have  it^ 
*^  I  will  undertake  to  prcfent  it  to  her 
•'  myfelf;  therefore  take  it  out  of  the 
^^  diamond  fetting,  and  I  will  have  it  fet 
"  in  plain  gold,  and  the  firft  time  I  go  tor 
"  Court,  I  will  prefent  it  in  fuch  a  man- 
"  ner,  as  I  flatter  myfelf,  (he  will  not 
*^  refufe  t6  accept  of  it."  We  then  took 
leave  of  their  Excellencies,  and  next 
morning  returned  to  this  place,  when  I 
immediately  put  pen  to  paper,  to  relate 
to  you  what  I  have  juft  written.  I  hope 
it  may  afford  you  fome  amufement,  to 
make  amends  for  this  long-winded  epiftle ! 
but  you  may  thank  Heaven,  Madam,  that 
I  fliall  not  be  much  longer  able  to  repeat 
my  fault,  as  it  will  not  be  many  weeks 
before  we  (hall  return  to  England.  In 
the  mean  time, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

&c.  Sec. 
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eleventh  letter  to  the  same. 

Calais^ 

WE  are  now,  my  dear  Ma- 
dam,  gently  winding  our  way  towards 
pur  native  fhore.  •  On  our  arrival  at  this 
place,  Mr.  Tudor  immediately  fet  fail 
for  England,  on  purpofe  to  provide  ant 
habitation  for  us  fomewhere  in  the  coun- 
try, when  he  fortunately  met  with  a  fnug 

box  in  H rfhire,   about   thirty  mile^ 

from  London.  It  is  delightfully  fitoatedi 
with  a  fruit  garden,  pleafnre  ground, 
fifli-pond,  and  twenty  acres  of  rich  mea- 
dow ground,  for  which  he  is  to  pay  nine 
himdred  pounds.  Froai  his  defcription, 
I  feel  impatient  to  take  poffeilion  of  it, 
which  we  fliall  certainly  do  as  foon  as  it 
has  undergone  fome  neceflary  repairs. 

Mr.  Tudor  did  himfelf  the  honour  of 
calling  at  your  houfe,  but  was  informed 
you  were  gone  to  your  feat  at  Belle-vue. 
Daring  his  ftay  in  town  he  dined  with 
^rd  R.  who  left  Paris  about  the  fame 
H  h  5}  timq 
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time  we  quitted  St.  Germain's.  His  Lord- 
fliip  informed  Mr.  Tudor  that  he  came  toj 
London  upon  urgent  bufinefs,  but  fhould 
very  foon  return  again  to  France.  He 
likewife  acquainted  him  with  his  fuccefs 
as  to  his  private  embajfy^  having  prefented 
the  miniature  pifture  to  the  Queen,  who 
exprefled,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  infinite  fa- 
tisfadion  at  beholding  again  a  piflure, 
which  fhe  was  pleafed  to  fay,  Ihe  greatly 
admired,  from  its  exquifite  painting,  as 
well  as  its  ftrong  refemblance  of  the 
Royal  Family.  Her  Majefty  accepted  of 
it  in  the  moft  gracious  manner;  but  I,  who 
am  rather  of  a  jealous  temper,  fufpe£i, 
that  his  Lordfhip  did  not  mention  who  was 
the  r^fl/  donor^  wifliing  perhaps  to  have  the 
merit  of  prefenting  it  as  from  himfelf ! 
Indeed,  I  cannot  help  exprefling  my  con- 
cern, that  Mr.  Tudor  ihould  have  per- 
mitted any  other  than  himfelf  to  have  the 
honour  of  prefenting  it  to  her  Majefty. 

But  I  muft  now  tell  you  a  very  curi- 
ous anecdote  of  a  poor  unfortunate  Lady, 
a  Mrs.  P.  who  it  feems  lives  but  a  few 
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jniles  diftant  from  our  newly  purchafed 
habitation.  Mr.  Tudor  travelling  in  the 
ftage  to  H d,  pafled  by  a  very  ele- 
gant houfe  furrounded  with  tall  trees,  and 
encompaffed  by  high  walls,  fo  that  the 
.  only  view  he  could  have  of  it  was 
through  a  large  iron  gate.  On  one  of 
the  company  in  the  coach  obferving  that 
it  belonged  to  'Squire  P.  an  old  Lady, 
who  till  then  had  fat  filent,  replied  with 
a  fneer,  *'  that  'Squire  as  you  call  him, 
"  deferves  an  halter,  as  much  as  any  man 
•*  ever  did  who  has  fuffered  at  the  gaU 
«  lows."  Pray,  Madam,  faid  Mr.  T, 
whofe  curiofity  was  much  raifed,  may  I 
afk  what  crime  is  laid  to  his  charge? 
Why,  Sir,  fays  the  Lady,  he  ha^  been 
guilty  of  the  blackeft  of  all  crimes,  by 
confining  his  poor  wife,  on  a  pretence 
that  (he  is  mad ;  indeed  his  barbarous 
ufage  is  enough  to  make  her  fo.  I  have 
lived  in  this  neighbourhood  fourteen 
years,  and  have  never  feen  her  yet !  nor 
is  there  any  company  ever  fuffered  to 
come  to  the  houfe,   except  fome  of  his 
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vicious  companions,  who  often  riot  there 
with  girls  of  bad  charafter,  whom  they 
bring  along  with  them,  and  thus  the  poor 
Lady  is  inhumanly  treated,  though  fhe 
brought  him  an  immenfe  fortune. 

His  uncle  died  and  left  him  a  confider- 
able  eftate,  but  he  foon  run  through  it 
|)y  every  vicious  extravagance,  till  he 
was  totally  ruined !  he  was  indeed  upoa 
the  brink  of  a  jail,  when  one  of  his  com- 
panions bailed  him,  upon  condition  that 
he  left  town  immediately.  He  then  went 
to  Bath,  and  happening  to  have  a  good 
run  of  luck  at  the  gaming  table,  he  pro- 
cured  about  a  couple  of  hundred,  when 
he  happened  accidentally  to  hear,  that 
there  lived  in  a  neighbouring  county  a 
very  rich  heirefs,  who  was  carefully 
.locked  up  from  the  fight  of  every  body, 
as  her  uncle  who  was  her  guardian,  did 
no^  want  her  to  marry,  as  he  would  fuc- 
ceed  to  her  eftate  if  (he  died  fingle.  The 
•Squire,  therefore,  planned  the  following 
fcheme  to  make  her  his  prize.  He  dref- 
fed  one  of  his  companions  in  ai\  hand. 
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fome  livery,  hired  a  couple  of  horfes,  and 

fet  off  for  the   city  of  ,  within  a 

few  miles  of  old  Mr.  Gripe's  houfe,  the 
young  Lady's  uncle.  Old  Gripe  and  his 
brother  were  formerly  vinegar  merchants 
in  London,  and  had  amafled  very  large 
fortunes.  The  elder  brother  dying,  left 
all  his  property  to  his  daughter,  Mifs 
Gripe,  appointing  her  uncle  to  be  her 
guardian,  and  in  cafe  of  her  death,  if  (he 
died  unmarried,  to  fucceed  to  the  whole 
of  it.  The  young  Lady's  intellefts,  ihey 
lay,  are  rather  weak,  and  her  perfon 
fomewhat  deformed,  but  neverthelefs  fhe 
is  greatly  to  be  pitied.  'Squire  P.  hav- 
ing learned  every  thing  neceffary  for  his 
information  concerning  her  fortune,  fitu- 
ation,  i&c.  he  fet  oflP  for  the  village  of 

D ,  about  two  miles  from  old  Gripe's 

houfe,  where  he  ftaid  at  the  inn  under  a 
pretence  of  being  laid  up  with  the  gout. 
His  confident  in  livery,  was  ordered  t6 
tide  to  and  fro*  by  Gripe's  houfe,  to  recon- 
noitre the  fituation,  and  difcover  circum^^ 
fiances.     One  morning  he  rode  by  early, 
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tod  faW  the  dairy-maid  milking  her  coAvi 
in  a  meadow  clofe  to  the  paling  hear  the 
road  fide ;  this  was  a  lucky  hit  for  John^ 
for  pretending  he  had  travelled  a  long 
way  without  breaking  his  faft,  he  begged 
the  favour  of  a  little  milk,  which  the 
good-natured  unfiifpefting  girl  immedi- 
ately complied  with.  Having  thanked 
ber  for  her  civility,  he  told  her,  that 
on  his  return  that  way,  he  would  con- 
vince her  that  he  was  not  infenfible  of 
ber  kindnefs,  and  chucking  her  under  the 
chin,  they  parted  in  great  good  humour 
with  each  other.  A  morning  or  two  af- 
ter, the  lacquey  did  not  fail  to  return  at 
the  fame  hour,  and  was  again  treated  as 
before;  upon  which  he  prefented  the 
milk-maid  with  a  beautiful  top  knot,  as  a 
token  of  gratitude.  Molly  being  (truck 
with  his  generofity,  and  likewife  with  hi^ 
bandfome  perfon,  could'  not  let  him  de- 
part without  telling  him  he  fhould  be  weK 
come  to  fome  milk  whenever,  or  as  often 
as  he  came  that  way  ! — The  dinner-bell 
having  collected  all  the  fervants  into  the 
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4iall,  the  ftory  of  the  generous  traveller  "Wiia 
highly  fpoken  of  by  Molly,  but  when  th# 
pink  fattin  lop-knot  was  Ihewn^  all  the  niaida 
envied  the  lucky  dairy -maid,  particularly 
Mifs  Gripe's  waiting  woman,  who  flew  at 
poor  Molly,  and  obferved  with  a  malici* 
t>us  fneer,  that  women  feldom  or  eyer 
received  fuch  kind  of  prefents^  v^nltjb 
they  intended  to  graot  the  fellows  fome 
favours  in  return.  This  brought  (Hi  fUch 
bickerings  on  both  fildes,  as  wOuJ(i  moft 
certainly  have  ended  ift  pulling  caps,  if 
the  gentlemen  of  the  livery,  after  enjoy- 
ing the  fquabble  for  fome  time,  had  npt 
interfered  and  made  them  part  friends^ 
but  upon  conditions  made  by  Mrs.  Abi- 
gail)  that  Molly  (hould  tell  her  when  the 
(Iranger  called  again ;  for  upon  a  little 
cool  refleBion,  (he  thought  that  by  fhew 
ing  fome  kitidnefs  to  the  ftranger,  (he 
herfelf  might  al'fo  partake  of  his  genero 
fity.  In  the  mean  time,  Mrs.  Abigail, 
who  always  confidered  her  own  intereft 
as  a  principal  part  of  her  duty,  was  un- 
commonly civil  to  Molly,  and  by  way  of 
Vol.  II.  I  i  making 
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thaking  up  for  the  little  mifunderftanding 
which  had  pafled  betwixt  them,  madt 
her  a  prefent  of  a  laced  cap  tp  wear  with 
her  new  top-kndt.  This  mark  of  appa^ 
tent  generofity,  Mrs.  Abigail  well  judged, 
would  lay  Molly  under  an  obligation  to 
keep  her  promife,  in  letting  her  know 
when  the  ftranger  called  again.  Accord- 
ingly, it  bappendd  as  both  the  Ladies 
wifhed,  for  John  was  fitting  on  his  horfe 
clofe  to  the  meadow  as  ufual ;  •  as  foon  as 
Molly  perceived  him,  flic  went  up  to 
him,  faying,  that  his  generofity  to  her  de- 
ferved  a  better  return  than  a  cup  of  milk, 
and  if  he  would  alight  and  fatten  his 
horfe  to  the  gate,  flie  would  take  him 
into  the  dairy,  where  he  fliould  have  a 
difli  of  nice  cream  and  bread ;  this  was  a 
treat  he  little  dreamed  of,  and  with  which 
he  was  very  much  delighted^  Whilft  he 
was  partaking  of  this  delicious  repaft, 
Molly  left  him  to  contemplate  on  the 
cleanlinefs  of  her  dairy.  The  two  Ladies 
foon  returned  together,*  when  Molly  pre- 
fented  the  ftranger  to  Mrs.  Abigail,  who 
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in  return,  complimented  him  with  great 
addrefs  on  his  generofity  to  the  dairyr 
maid,  and  at  the  fame  time,  begged  that 
vhen  he  had  eaten  his  cream,  he  would 
do  her  the  favour  to  walk  into  her  apart- 
ment,  where  breakfaft  was  ready ;  and  as 
he  might  perhaps  find  the  cream  rather 
cold  on  his  ftomach,  (he  wifhed  to  give 
him  a  difh  of  good  coffee  or  tea,  which 
ever  he  liked  beft.  Though  Molly  in 
her  heart  did  not  half  like  ail  this  civility 
being  fhewn  to  John,  whom  (he  was  dif« 
pofed  to  confider  as  her  gueft;  yet,  as 
Mrs.  Abigail  had  the  power  of  turning 
away  the  maid  fervants  if  they  offended 
her,  poor  Molly  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
her  fate.  John,  who  had  his  mailer's  in*? 
tereft  much  at  heart,  knowing  that  he  him-t 
felf  fhould  come  in  for  a  douceur  if  they 
were  fuccefsful,  was  greatly  pleafed  with 
his  morning's  adventure,  and  having  taken 
leave  of  both  his  female  competitors,  ho 
promifed  to  call  again  very  foon.  He 
haftened  to  inform  his  roafter  of  his  fuc. 
cefs,  who  immediately  rewarded  John 
I  i  f  with 
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with  a  guinea  for  himfelf,  and  another  to 
lay  out  in  a  fairing  for  Mrs.  Abigail,  who 
he  defired  John  to  invite  to  the  fair, 
^ which  was  to  take  place  in  a  few  days. 
Accordingly,  John  bought  a  very  hand^ 
fome  filk  handkerchief,  and  went  to 
Gripe's  houfe  the  next  morning  at  the 
ufual  hour,  and  was  invited  as  before, 
into  the  dairy;  but  Molly  not  offering  to 
go  and  inform  Mrs.  Abigail  that  he  was 
come,  John  felt  rather  embarraffed ;  for 
though  he  was  well  contented  to  fit  with 
Molly,  who  was  a  pretty  rofy  cheeked 
girl,  yet  he  well  knew  that  the  grand 
point  in  view  would  be  wholly  fruftrated, 
if  Mrs.  Abigail  was  in  the  leaft  neglefted; 
and  not  daring  to  e^itruft  Molly  with  the 
important  fecret,  whom  he  perceived  tq 
have  more  good  nature  than  fcnfe,  he 
felt  himfelf  under  fome  difficulty  how  to 
|i6t,  when  he  thought  of  the  following 
plan ;  as  foon  as  he  had  finifhed  his  cream 
and  fome  nice  roll,  and  butter  churned 
by  Molly  that  very  morning,  he  made  hot 
promife  to  come  to  the  fair  in  the  even* 
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ing,  when  he  would  make  her  a  prefcnt 
of  anything  fhe  fhouid  like  heft;    but^ 
continued  he,  for  fear  Mrs.  Abigail  Ihould 
he  difpleafed  at  bis  not  having  reinera* 
bered  her,  and  be  aflPromed  at  her  being 
neglefled  after  the  civility  (he^  had  fhewn 
him,  he  thought  it  was  beft  to  offer  hfcr  a 
little  fairing  which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  of 
a  (ilk  handkerchief,  Qiewing  it  to  Molly, 
who  coloured  and  looked  a  little  cha- 
grined^   when  he  begged  (he  would  go 
and  acquaint  Mrs.  Abigail,  that  he  wifhed 
to  have  the  pleafure  of  fpeaking  with  her; 
but,  fays  he,  taking  hold  of  Molly's  hand^ 
you  need  not  go  yet,  I  will  have  the  hap* 
pinefs  of  enjoying  as  much  of  your  com- 
pany as  I  can,  for  to  be  plain  with  you, 
my  attention  to  Mrs.  Abigail,  is  folely 
upon  your  account,  and  as  I  wifh  to  be 
here  often,    it  would  not  be  poflible,  if 
fhe  were  to  take  a  diflike  to  me,  or  was 
Jo  have  the  leaft  fufpicion  that  my  vifus 
were  to  you  alone  !  this  artful  fpeech  had 
|he  defired  effe£i  on  the  (imple  girl,  who 
inftantly  went  to  inform  Mrs.  Abigail  of 
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the  arrival  of  their  new  gueft,  for  whom 
flie  herfelf  felt  a  little  partiality.  Upon 
John  being  condu£ied  into  her  apartment, 
he  immediately  prefented  her  with  his 
fairings  which  fhe  no  fooner  beheld,  than 
(he  coloured  with  delight,  not  for  the 
fake  of  the  handkerchief,  though  it  was 
remarkably  handfome,  but  becaufe  (he 
flattered  herfelf  that  (he  had  made  fome 
impreffion  on  John's  heart,  who  fhe 
thought  was  offering  her  that  prefent  as  a 
tribute  due  to  her  charms.  He  alfo  con^ 
duQed  himfelf  with  great  civility  towards 
the  men  fervants,  \yhom  he  invited  to  come 
and  drink  with  him  at  the  inn.  He  then 
informed  them,  that  the  reafon  of  their 
travelling  that  county  was,  that  his  maf- 
ter  having  lately  come  into  poffeffion  of 
a  very  -fine  eftate^  wifhed  to  purchafe  a 
little  hunting  box,  if  he  could  meet  with 
^ny  in  that  neighbourhood,  as  he  had 
been  informed  it  was  a  fine  fporting 
country.  They  promifed  to  make  en- 
quiries, and  faid,  they  did  not  doubt  but 
\\ic\x  matter  would  l^nd  his  hounds  at 
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any  time  to  the  Gentleman,  as  he  was 
fond  of  fport.  John  took  his  leave  after 
making  them  promife  to  come  in  the 
evening,  and  informed  his  mafter  of  ^11 
that  had  pafled.  The  'Squire,  who  al- 
ready flattered  himfelf  that  things  were 
in  a  good  train,  ordered  plenty  of  the  beft 
liquors  for  their  entertainment,  and  very 
judicioufly  contrived  that  there  fhould 
be  every  appearance  of  his  being  a  man 
of  large  fortune ;  a  Very  probable  method 
to  fucceed,  in  Whatever  a  man  undertakes. 
The  guefts  arrived,  which  were  the  coach- 
man,  footman,  and  groom,  who  being 
well  plied  with  drink,  their  converfation 
was  quite  unreferved,  to  which  the  'Squire 
was  an  ear^witnefs,  as  he  had  placed  him- 
felf in  the  next  room,  which  was  fepa- 
rated  only  by  a  thin  partition.  Each 
party,  as  is  ufua),  began  to  talk  of  their 
m^fters  and  family  affairs;  John  fet  the 
example,  by  launching  out  in  his  matter's 
praife,  boafting  of  his  being  the  mod  ge- 
nerous, as  well  as  the  beft  natured  man 
that  ever  exifted.    The  others  talked  of 
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their  itiafter  as  a  very  oppofiCe  cfaaradet^ 
being  a  cburlifh  old  fellow,  that  could 
not  be  happy  himfelf,  nor  let  others  be 
foj  that  he  was  very  rich  and  very  ftingy, 
and  becaufe  he  thinks,  fays  the  coachman^ 
he  has  not  got  enough  already,  he  keeps 
his  poor  neice,  who  is  an  heirefs  of  6oodL 
a  year,  locked  up  that  nobody  fhould  fee 
her,  as  the  old  curmudgeon  comes  in  for 
her  eftate  if  fhe  dies  fingle.  The  footman 
faid  he  greatly  pitied  her,  as  Ihe  was  aU 
moft  every  day  in  tears,  for  nobody  dare 
fpeak  to  her  but  her  waiting  woman,  who 
takes  upon  her  as  much  authority  as  if  flic 
^ere  her  mother,  and  this  fhe  does,  I  fup- 
pofe,  to  pleafe  my  matter,  with  whom  fhe 
is  a  great  favourite.  After  they  were  aH 
gone,  John  and  his  matter  planned  new 
fchemes  for  bringing  the  matter  to  a  con- 
clufion.  .  The  next  morning  a  gipfey 
happening  to  pafs  by,  curtfied  to  the 
•Squire,  and  begged  he  would  crofs  her 
hand  ;  he  replied,  that  he  would  give  her 
a  fhilling  if  flie  told  him  any  thing  good* 
The  cunning  gipfey  feeing  that  he  was  an 
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handfome  man  with  a  good  add  re  fs,  guefled 
he  was  a  favourite  with  the  women,  and 
therefore  exerted  all  her  rhetoric  to  pJeafe 
him,  faying  he  would  be  foon  married  to  a 
woman  of  large  fortune.  But  the  'Squire, 
who  did  not  want  for  fenfe,  if  he  had 
made  a  good  ufe  of  it,  did  not  attend  to 
her  predictions,  though  it  occurred,  that 
he  could  make  her  fubfervient  to  his  de* 
fign  ;  he  accordingly  promifed  to  reward 
her  very  handfomely,  if  fhe  would  im- 
plicitly obey  him  in  what  he  required  of 
her.  He  mentioned  to  her  his  intentions 
of  making  overtures  to  the  rich  heirefs, 
and  if  he  fucceeded  through  her  means, 
he  would  recompence  her  in  fuch  a  manr 
ner,  that  fhe  need  not  be  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  begging  her  bread  for  the  reft 
of  her  life.  He  warned  her,  however, 
to  be  very  circumfpeQ:  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  fhe  was  to  aft  her  part,  and  he 
promifed  to  fend  a  perfon  with  her  in  a 
proper  difguife,  as  one  of  her  own  peo- 
ple, to  direft  her  in  the  bufinefs.  After 
thus  giving  her  the  clue,  he  ordered  John 
Vol,.  II.  Kk  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    «60    ) 

to  difguife  himfelf  as  one  of  the  gipfey 
trrbe,  and  they  both  fat  out  to  the  feat  oiF 
old  Oripe,  where  they  no  fooner  ap- 
peared, than  all  the  fervants  were  aflem« 
bled  to  have  their  fortunes  told ;  among 
whom  Mrs.  Abigail  was  promifed  fome 
unlooked  for  good  fortune.  The  next 
morning  John  waited  upon  Mrs.  Abigail 
and  Molly,  to  invite  them  to  come  to  the 
fair,  when  he  promifed  them  tea,  Sec. 
But  Mrs.  Abigail,  though  much  pleafed 
with  the  invitation,  was  rather  (hocked  at 
Molly  being  invited  to  accompany  her, 
whom  fhe  confidered  only  in  the  light  of 
a  cow  girl,  and  exprefled  her  difapproba^ 
don  to  John,  to  whom  it  was  a  matter  of 
diftrefs,  and  who  immediately  apologized 
for  having  njentioned  the  dairy  maid  go^ 
ing  with  her,  thinking  (he  would  not  like 
to  go  without  fome  woman,  but  as  ihe 
had  an  obje6iion  to  it,  Molly  could  go 
along  with  the  other  fervants,  and  he 
would  accompany  Mrs,  Abigail  himfelf. 
fiut  as  be  knew  that  this  would  totally  put 
an  end  to  his  ever  ulting  a  drop  more  of 
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Molly's  nice  cream,  he  bethought  hinii. 
felf  of  another  method  of  pleating  both 
parties,  which  was,  thiit  he  would  come 
and  take  Molly  to  the  fair  the  next  even^ 
ing.  Mrs.  Abigail  being  unable  to  difap- 
prove  of  thefe  conditions,  (he  fet  out 
with  John,  mounted  behind  him  on  a  pil^ 
lion,  when  "they  prefently  arrived  at  the 
inn,  where  John's  mafter  was  (landing  at 
the  door.  When  they  had  alighted,  John 
informed  his  mafter  that  the  Gentler- 
woman  was  Mifs  Gripe's  waiting  maid^ 
upon  which,  the  'Squire  with  great  ad- 
drefs  handed  her  into  his  apartment,  with 
all  the  politenefs  as  if  ihe  had  been  a. 
woman  of  diftin6lion !  for  as  the  old  Lady 
obferved,  people  are  oftener  gained  upon 
by  fhewing  them  a  marked  attention,  than 
by  even  a  confiderable  offer  of  a  pecu- 
niary nature.  Thus  it  was  with  Mrs.  Abi- 
gail, who  though  of  a  covetous  difpofi- 
tion,  was  fo  well  pleafed  wiih  this  civi- 
lity, .fo  flattering  to  her  vanity,  that  fhe 
was  quite  charmed  with  the  'Squire.  He 
immediately  ordered  tea,  coffee,  wine, 
K  k  2  &c. 
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Sec.  for  her  refrfefliment ;  after  which,  he 
walked  with  her  to  the  fair,  where  he 
purchafed  for  her  a  few  trinkeis,  by 
which  he  entirely  won  her  heart.  He 
then  was  determined  to  lofe  no  more  time^ 
but  haften  to  proceed  in  what  he  had  fo 
happily  begun.  He  repeated  all  that  his 
man  had  told  the  other  fervants,  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  hire  or  purchafe  a 
fnug  little  hunting  box  in  that  neighbour- 
hood ;  that  he  had  an  eftate  of  above  two 
thoufand  a  year,  and  that  if  he  could 
but  get  a  woman  of  equal  fortune,  he 
fhould  be  glad  to  fettle  for  life ;  I  wifh 
you  could  recommend  me  to  fomebody^ 
fays  he,  (looking  archly  at  Mrs.  Abigail) 
for  I  am  but  juft  returned  from  making 
the  tour  of  Europe,  and  have  not  yet 
had  time  or  opportunity  of  going  in  pur- 
fuit  of  a  wife ;  now,  if  any  one  could 
help  me  to  a  woman  as  agreeable  in  per- 
fon  as  youxfelf,  with  a  good  fortune,  I 
would  reward  them  moft  libeirally.  A 
thought  like  lightning  ftruck  the  covet- 
ous Abigail,  who  began  to  think  that  her 
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svii  fortune  would  be  made,  if  fhe  could 
prevail  upun  her  young  miftrefs  to  liften 
to  ihc  add iL lies  of  the  'Squire,  who  fhe 
would  fo  manage,  as  to  make  him  give 
her  an  handfome  fettlement  for  life,  pro- 
vided he  married  MiXs  Gripe.  Perceiv- 
ing that  the  'Squire  waited  for  a  reply, 
fhe  faid,  in  a  tone  betwixt  jeft  and  ear- 
neft,  yes,  I  can,  I  believe,  put  you  in  a 
way  of  getting  a  young  Lady  of  a  much 
larger  fortune  than  you  fay  you  have,  if 
you  wifh  to  be  married. — If  you  make 
your  words  good,  faid  he,  I  will  fettle 
upon  you  30ol-  a  year  for  your  life! 
Well,  fays  fhe,  laughing  heartily,  if  I 
thought  you  was  in  earnefl,  I  think  I 
coujd  ferve  you,  but  I  mufl  have  a  pre- 
fent  before  hand  for  my  trouble,  whether 
you  fucceed  or  not.  This  was  a  little  em- 
barraffing  to  the  'Squire,  who  had  almofl 
got  to  the  end  of  his  finances,  but  as  he 
had  no  other  chance  of  fucceeding,  he 
faithfully  promifcd  to  give  her  fifty  gui- 
neas upon  the  firft  interview  with  the 
young   l^ady,    whoever    fhe   might    be  ! 
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Thcfe  preliminaries  ^  being  fettled,  he 
then  demanded  of  her  who  -was  the  lady^ 
whom  (he  had  deftined  to  make  him  happy  ?^ 
Upon  being  told  it  was  Old  Gripe's  nieces 
the  rich  heirefs,  he  pretended  to  draw 
back,  as  if  difgufted,  faying,  he  had  al- 
ready heard  fomething  of  that  lady ;  but 
if  fhe  was  fo  deformed  and  ugly  as  it  was 
reported,  he  could  not  poffibly  think  of 
being  united  to  fuch  a  difagreeable  wo- 
man, if  fhe  were  worth  a  million !  The 
Abigail  replied,  it  was  true  (he  was  not 
handfome,  nor  was  her  figure  very  gen- 
teel, but  (he  was  not  near  fo  bad  as  was 
reported,  and  was  very  good  natured, 
nor  did  (he  want  for  fenfe  ;  and  befides^ 
her  immenfe  fortune  would  make  up  for 
all  defe£ls;  but  continues  the  A.  the 
difiBculty  will  be  how  to  manage  an  inter* 
view ;  for  if  once  the  old  fellow  was  to 
have  the  lead  fufpicion,  that  any  man 
came  to  his  houfe  with  a  view  of  having 
his  niece,  (he  will  be  locked  up  more 
ftriaiy  than  ever;  and  perhaps  all  the 
fervants,  whom  he  might  think  accefiary 
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in  tl^e  affair)  would  be  difcharged !  Well, 

fays-  he,  I  have  thought  pf  a  fcheme,  if 

you  will  agree  to   it,  that  I  think  will 

iucceed.   There  is  in  this  town  a  cunning 

gipfey,  who  tells  fortunes,  if  you  can  fo 

contrive  it,  as  to  prevail  on  the  young 

lady  to  have  her  fortune  told,  we  could 

inftruft  the  gipfey  what  to  fay.    Aye,  fays 

the  A.  that  I  can  eafily  manage,  as  we 

walk  every  evening  in  the  garden,  and 

oftentimes  in  the  park;  we  can  appoint 

the  gipfey  to  be  near  at  hand,  when  we 

will  walk  towards  her!  but  previoufly  to 

that,  you  pafs  (lowly  by  after  fun-fet  (as 

the  old  roan  does  not  walk  out  fo  late, 

becaufe  of  the  damps,   being  fubje£t  to 

the  rheumatifm)  and  then  .you  ihall  fee 

her,  but  do  not  fpeak  to  me,  nor  even 

let  your  fervant.     The  next  evening  as 

ufual,  Mifs  Gripe  and  her  maid  took  a 

turn  in  the  garden,  and  from  thence  into 

the  park,  when,  at  a  little  diftance,  there 

appeared  two  men  on  horfeback;  they 

continued  their  walk,  when  the  two  men 

pafled  flowly  on,  looking  vtry  ftedfafily 
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at  Mifs  G.  and  her  maid;  Mrs.  A.  took 
not  the  leaft  notice  to  Mifs,  that  flie  even 
obferved  them ;  but  Mifs  faid,  I  wonder 
who  that  handfome  man  is,  who  was  the 
foremoft  of  the  two,  I  never  faw  him  pafs 
by  before  ?  That  is  not  extraordinary, 
replied  the  A.  for  there  arc  a  great  num- 
ber of  ftrangers  arrived  in  the  village, 
.on  account  of  the  fair.  They  then  re- 
turned  ^o  the  houfe,  Mifs  ftill  fpeaking  of 
the  two  men.  The  next  evening  they 
took  the  fame  walk,  when  behold  they 
efpied  the  gipfey,  upon  which  Mrs.  A. 
faid,  I  do  really  believe  that  is  the  very 
fortune-teller  they  talk  fo  much  of;  the 
gipfey  flopped,  and  begged  (he  would 
crofs  her  hand ;  aye,  fays  the  A.  I  will 
let  you  tell  me  my  fortune,  but  I  charge 
you  not  to  tell  me  when  I  (hall  die ;  this 
(he  faid,  to  make  Mifs  believe  that  the 
gipfey  was  endowed  with  fupematural 
knowledge ;  but  obferving  it  would  take 
up  too  much  time  to  have  both  their  for- 
tunes told  that  evening,  (he  afked  Mifs 
if  fhc  liked  to  hear  hers?  if  (he  did,  thp 
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|ipfey  fhould  tell  hers  firft.  Mifs  vas 
inux:h  pieafed  at  the  id^a^  and  readily 
ccM^fciued.  T)ie  gipfey,  among  other 
things,  told  Mifs  flie  would  be  fhortly 
Biarried  to  a  very  handfome  man,  of  large 
fortune,  defcribing  precifely  the  very 
perfon  Mifs  faw.  pa&  by  on  horfeback| 
and  added,  that  (he  would  foon  be  at 
liberty  to  enjoy  the  fweet$  of  life,  and 
be  no  longer  locked  up  in  the  cruet 
manner  Ihe  was,  becaufe  her  relations 
wanted  to  enjoy  her  fortune  after  her 
death!  and  that  {he  vrould  very  (hortly 
fee  the  man  who  was  deftined  to  be  her 
hufband ;  and  if  fuch  a  one  offered  to  her 
a  ring,  (he  muft  take  it,  but  it  (he  refufed 
it,  (he  never  would  have  another  offers 
What  the  artful  gipfey  faid,  made  a  deep 
impre(fion  upon  Mifs,  who  now  felt  more 
difcoAtented  than  ever  with  her  confine- 
ment. At  length,  a  few  evenings  after, 
fhe  faw  a  Gentleman  on  horfeback,  alone^ 
advancing  towards  them,  who  Mifs  re- 
membered to  be  the  fame  (he  faw  before ; 
he  bowed  very  refpcftfully,  difmounted, 
Vol.  IL  L  1  and 
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and  faftened  his  horfe  to  the  ftile,  afid 
approached  Mifs   Gripe  with  great  po-' 
litenefs  and  addrefs,  entreating  the  favor 
of  her  to  wear  the  ring,   he  was   then 
taking  from  off  his  own  finger,  one  night 
only,  and  that  he  would  come  again  the 
next  evening  to  learn  his  fate ;  that  hap* 
pening  to  fee  her  the  very  firft  time  he 
palfed  that  way,  he  was  forcibly  ftruck 
with  her  charms ;    that  it  made  a  deep 
impreffion  on  him,  and  though  he  had 
not  the  honor  to  know  to  whom  he  fpoke, 
being  an  utter  ftranger  to  that  part  of  the 
world,   where  chance  had  brought  him, 
yet,   if  fhe   would   condefcend    to   put 
herfelf  under  his  prote&on,   he  would 
in  a.  few  days  convey  her  to  his  houfe 
in  town ;  and  as  he  had  a  very  large  for- 
tune, it  was  immaterial  to  him  whether 
flie  had  any  or  not,  as  his  folc.  aim  was 
to  find  a  woman  capable  of  making  him 
happy !     But  if  ftie  were  to  be  fo  cruel 
as  to  return  him  the  ring,  he  fliould  be 
the  moft  miferable  of  men ;  faying  this, 
the  canting  hypocrite  immediately  mount- 
ed 
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cd  his  horfe,  and  galloped  off  full  fpeed^ 
leaving  the  aftonifhed  Lady  full  of  doubt^ 
and  fears;  but  fhe  was,  poor  thing,  fo 
tired  with  her  confinement,  and  fo  capti* 
vated  with  the  perfon  and  addrefs  of  the 
ftrarfger,  that  fhe  was  almoft  bereft  of  the 
little  fenfe  Ihe  had,  or  elfc,  (he  mud  hav^ 
been  rather  oflfended  than  pleafed  at  the 
fulfome  encomiums  paffed  on  her  perfon, 
which  would  have  exafperated  a  womaa 
of  found  underftanding.  Having  ac- 
cepted of  the  ring,  there  remained  no 
difficulty  for  this  artful  v  n  to  carry 
his  fcheme  into  ej^ecution,  aided  by  the 
wicked  Abigail,  who  fold  her  to  mifery 
and  wretchednefs ;  for  the  wretch  having 
purchafed  that  feat  with  her  money,  fhe 
will  be  moil  likely  locked  up  in  it  during 
her  life.  One  of  the  r^afons  I  have 
he^rd  h^  is  fo  cruel  to  her,  is,  becaufe 
fhe  has  refufed  to  fign  fome  writings, 
by  which  he  would  have  been  put  into 
poITeflion  of  all  her  property,  which  it 
feems  is  fo  fettled,  that  he  cannot  touch 
any  thing  more  than  the  intereft  of  it, 
h  I  9  during 
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^ring  her  life,  Mr,  Tudor  returned 
the  Lady  many  thanks  for  the  trouble  (he 
h^d  been  at  in  complying  with  his  requeft^ 
2^nd  though  he  had  no  doubt,  from  the 
manner  it  was  related  to  him,  of  the  ve- 
racity of  the  Old  Lady,  yet  mentioning 
the  circumflance  to  many  others  in  the 
neighbourhood  where  this  unfortunate 
Lady  refides,  he  found  it  fully  corrobo* 
rated,  as  a  matter  of  fad: ! 

I  believe,  indeed,  that  many  a  young 
woman  has  been  ruined  by  liftening  to 
thofe  pefts  to  fociety,  fortune  tellers,  and 
making  confidents  of  their  maid  fervants» 
J  could  fill  a  volume  with  reciting  faQ$ 
within  my  own  knowledge,  of  the  mifchief 
that  has  been  caufed  by  this  tribe  of 
mifcreants. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Madam^ 
&c.  &c. 
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twelfth  letter  to  the  same, 

Calais* 

I  AM  honoured,  my  dear  Ma- 
dam, with  your  very  polite  and  friendly 
letter,  and  return  you  many  thanks  for 
|:he  kind  offer  you  make  of  acconimo- 
dating  us  till  our  own  houfe  can  be  got 
ready  for  our  reception.  I  fincerely  !a- 
me:it  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  accept  of 
an  invitation,  which  muft  have  proved  To 
perfetlly  agreeable ;  but  we  cannot  thinks 
dear  Madam,  of  intruding  ourfelves  upom 
you,  encumbered  as  we^  are,  with  chil- 
dren, monkies,  birds,  dogs,  and  a  long 
firing  of  etceteras ;  but  (hall  certainly  in 
our  way  to  H  ■  ■  fliire,  call  and  pay  yoti 
Ottr  beft  refpefts. 

As  I  am  ever  fearful  of  relating  ftories 
after  other  people,  unlefs  I  can  anfwer 
for  the  authenticity  of  at  leaft,  fome  part 
of  them,  I  am  glad  to  be  informed  by 
you.  Madam,  that  I  have  not  been  led 
io  repeat  a  falfity  with  refpe£i  to  Mrs. 
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P.  though  I  confefs  I  had  rather  for  the 
fake  of  the  poor  highly  injured  Lady,  it 
had  not  been  true.  What  a  difgrace  to 
human  nature,  that  there  (hould  be  found 
MEN  who  are  capable  of  fuch  atrocious 
aftions !  Can  fach  wretches  believe  in  a 
future  ftate  ?  Surely  not,  for  I  think  none 
but  Atheifts  can  be  fo  thoroughly  profli- 
gate  and  abandoned,  for  they^  not  believ- 
ing in  a  future  exiftence,  give  a  loofe  to 
their  vicious  propenflties  and  the  indul- 
gence of  their  inordinate  paflTions,  with- 
out feir  of  \hat  punifhment  which  (they 
feem  not  aware)  awaits  them !  Can  we 
fay  that  fuch  men  are  guided  by  Reafon  ? 
If  a  man  obeys  only  the  dictates  of  his 
paflions,  uncurbed  by  rekfon,  where  is 
the  difference  betwixt  him  and  a  brute, 
which  it  is  faid  is  aftuated  upon  by  in- 
ftinft  alone  ?  Not  that  /  by  any  means 
hold  that  to  be  the  cafe,  for  I  have  my^ 
felf  been  often  an  eye  witnefs  (having 
taken  a  peculiar  plcafure  in  obferving 
minutely  the  aQions  of  dumb  animals)' bf 
fuch  aftonifhing  proofs  of  their  being  car 

pabic 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    263    ) 

pable  of  refleftion,  as  I  think  puts  it  paft 
difpute,  but  that  they  are  endued  with 
rcafon, 

A  ftory  which  has  lately  been  related  to 
me  by  a  very  intelligent  and  fenfiblc 
Scotchman,  whofe  veracity  I  have  ho 
reafon  to  doubt,  will,  I  think  puzzle 
thofe  who  will  not  allow  that*  dumb  ani* 
mals  aft  otherwife  than  by  natural  in- 
ftinft. — But  for  the  honour  of  the  canine 
fpecies  in  particular,  whofe  fagacity, 
fenfe,  and  fidelity  are  fo  univerfally 
known,  I  will,  my  dear  Madam,  for  your 
amufement,  endeavour  to  recite  the  ftory 
as  I  heard  it. 

A  Richard,  Duke  of  Hamilton,  who 
was  a  man  of  a  moft  eccentric  turn  of 
mind,  and  whofe  only  purfuits  were  the 
gratification  of  his  paflions,  took  it  fud- 
denly  into  his  head  one  morning  on  his 
return  from  hunting,  to  fet  out  on  a. tour 
to  the  Continent,  and  gave  orders  to  his 
fervants  to  get  immediately  ready  to  at- 
tend him,  and  bade  them  make  hafte  to 
put  up  the  dogs. 
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Whilft  his  Grace  was  preparing  to 
mount  hishorfe^  a  fpaniel,  that  was  feldom 
much  noticed  by  the  Duke,  fawned  upoo 
bim  with  uncommon  affedlion,  and  feemed 
eager  to  accompany  him,  but  the  Duke^ 
who  always  rode  very  Edift,  thinking  that 
the  dog  wouJd  be  unable  to  keep  pace^ 
with  him,  gave  orders  for  his  being  faft«* 
cned  up  ;  but  the  fpaniel^  who  'till  them 
had  been  always  remarkably  docile,  and 
cafily  governed,  growled,  and  attempted 
to  bite  every  one  who  offered  to  touch 
him,  at. which  the  Quke  feemed  mucti 
furprized,  and  confented  to  his  following 
him,  faying,  that  he  fhould  be  fent  hack 
from  Dover  with  the  horfes.  When  the 
Duke  went  on  board  the  packet,  he  wa^ 
followed  by  only  four  of  bis  fuite,  the 
reft  of  his  attendants  being  to.>  retura 
back  with  the  horfes  and  dog ;  bull  the 
latter  made  many  ttempts  to  get  into  the 
boat  with  his  matter ;  and  when  the  fer- 
Vants  attempted  to  take  him  up,  he  be- 
came quite  outrageous,  and  bit  them,  by 
which  means  he  regained  his  lii)erty,  and 
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inlmediately  plunging  into  the  fea^  fwam 
for  a  confiderable  time  after  the  packet, 
'till  he  was  almoft  fpent,  when  the  Duke 
feeling  compaffion  for  him,  ordered  out 
the  fmall  boat  to  take  him  in,  faying,  in 
his  rough  way,  d — n  the  dog,  if  he  will 
come  he  muft.  The  poor  animal  carefled 
and  fondled  the  Duke  fo  much^  that  his 
Grace^  who  was  as  much  pleafed  as  afto- 
niflied^  patted  and  ftroked  him,  calling 
him  his  faithful  cur.  It  was  after  fun-fet 
when  the  Duke  landed  at  Calais,  when  he 
ordered  fupper  to  be  got  ready  immedi- 
ately, as  he  intended  to  travel  pod  all 
night,  being  in  hafte  to  get  to  Paris. 
Every  one  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him 
to  ftop  'till  next  morning,  faying  it  was 
very  dangerous  travelling  at  night,  as  the 
roads  were  then  infefted  by  a  terribl<f 
banditti,  particularly  the  foreft,  through 
which  he  muft  pafs;  but  he  was  deter*- 
mined  to  purfue  his  journey,  faying  he 
defied  any  one  to  attack  him,  as  he  and 
his  attendants  were  all  well  armed.  Hav- 
ing paffed  through  the  foreft  without  any 
Vol.  IL  M  m  accident 
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accident,  he  laughed  at  the  fears  of  thofc 
^ho  bad  endeavoured  to  diOuade  him 
from  travelling  at  night.  At  a  little 
diftance  from  the  foreft  he  efpied  a  light, 
and  ordered  his  a'^atU  courier  to  haften  to 
the  hojtife,  and  get  ^very  thing  prepared 
for  his  reception.  The  Inn  was  large, 
^vith  good  accommodation:  after  the  Puke 
bad  regaled  birofelf  ^ith  a  good  fupper, 
he  ordered  his  attendants  to  call  him  early 
in  the  morning,  and  then  fattened  his 
door,  with  an  intention  of  going  imaie- 
diately  to  bed.  After  employing  fome 
time  in  looking  over  fome  papers  which 
he  had  in  his  pocket,  he  began  to  undrefs^ 
when  the  dog  perceiving  his  mafter  ad- 
vancing towards  the  bed,  took  hold  of 
the  bottom  of  his  night-gown,  and  endea^ 
voured  to  draw  him  back ;  the  Duke  was 
much  furprized,  but  thought  little  of  it, 
'till  the  dog  fcrved  him  fo  a  fecond  time, 
which  made  his  Grace  imagine  th^t  fopie 
body  lay  concealed  in  the  chamber ;  htL 
therefore  looked  under  the  bed,  and  care- 
fully examined  every  part  of  the  room, 
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^t  finding  nothing,  he  attempted  again 
to  approach  the  bed,  when  the  dog  drew 
him  back  with  fuch  force,  that  the  Duke 
fell  down,  and  ftruck  his  forehead  againft 
the  fender,  by  which  means  he  received 
a  deep  cut,  which  bled  for  fome  time ;  at 
length  the  Duke  recovering  himfelf,  was 
getting  up,  when  he  perceived  his  faith- 
ful fpaniel  lying  clofe  I^y  him;  licking  the 
wound !  But  his  aftonifhment  was  be- 
yond imagination  to  paint,  when  he  faw 
nothing  but  a  great  quantity  of  fmoke  or 
fteam,  which  increafed  fo  faft,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  diftinguifh  any  one  objed  in 
the  room.  For  fome  time  he  ftood  mo* 
tionlefs,  'till  he  was  roufed  by  a  loud 
knocking  at  his  chamber  door,  from  one 
who  demanded  entrance !  But  upon  his 
Grace  declaring  he  would  not  open  the 
door,  they  threatened  to  break  it  open; 
upon  which  he  fwore  that  the  firft  man 
who  offered  to  come  in,  (hould  lofe  his 
life,  and  to  convince  them  that  he  was  in 
eameft,  he  fired  off  one  of  his  piftols 
through  the  key-hole^  which  caufed  them 
M  m  2  inftantly 
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inftantly  to  retire.  Prefently  he  heard  a 
great  confufipn  ip  the  houfe,  probably 
owing  to  fome  of  the  villains  being 
voundedy  as  the  noife  continued  fome 
time ;  but  as  none  of  hi$  attendants  ap- 
peared, on  his  calling  out  to  ^hem,  or 
upon  the  report  of  the  piftol,  he  began 
to  feel  greatly  alarmed,  looking  ^pon  his 
death  as  inevitable !  but,  prefently,  the 
noife  ceafed  qn  a  fudden^  and  a  profound 
filence  enfued  !  yet  he  wa$  fearful  of 
opening  his  chamber-door,  thinking  they 
were  lying  quietly  in  amhufh,  in  hopes  of 
his  coming  oi^t.  Day-light  appf^aring,  he 
began  to  think  of  making  his  efcape  out 
of  the  window,  h,\it  his  terror  was  greatly 
increafed,  when  he  perceived  the  win- 
dows were  all  barricadoed  with  iron!  He 
TVas  almoft  frantic  with  rage  and  defpair, 
not  knowing  how  to  ad !  Whilft  hi§ 
mind  was  thus  agitated,  he  heard  the 
fpund  of  a  carriage  at  a.  diftance;  an4 
having  luckily  a  pencil  in  his  pocket,  be 
wrqte  a  few  lines,  defcribing  his  fituation 
and  rank?  when  a  finall  market-cart  ap- 
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peared,  wilh  only  one  man  in  it,  to  ivhom 
be  made  a  fign  to  ftop,  putting  out  his 
band  through  the  iron  bars,  and  throwing 
down  the  paper  he  had  been  writing  upon. 
The  driver  took  it  up,  and  carried  it  with 
bim,;  when  in  a  little  better  than  an  hour 
the  Marechaufsie  arrived,  well  knowing  the 
charader  of  the  boufe,  though  they  bad 
no  conception  of  the  horrid  murders  that 
bad  been  committied  in  it!  They  knocked 
loudly  at  the  ftreet  door,  but  nobodjr 
appearing,  thi^y  broke  it  open,  and  found 
all  tbe  family  were  fled  !  The  Duke  no 
longer  was  at  ^  lofs  to  know  why  his 
attendants  came  not  to  his  affiftance,  for 
be  found  every  one  of  them  murdered 
in  their  beds ! !  The  fleam  which  had 
fubfided  difcovercd  an  aperture,  through, 
which  the  bed  was  let  down  by  pullies, 
into  a  chamber,  wherein  there  was  a  rc- 
fervoir  of  boiling  water,  which  was  des- 
tined to  put  an  end  to  the  Duke's  life ! 
for  they  no  doubt  imagined  that  the  Duke 
\yas  in  bed  when  they  let  it  down ;  and  it 
appeared  that  many  other  travellers  had 
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Ipeen  murdered  by  the  fame  mearta,  from 
the  vaft  quantity  of  human  bones  that 
A^ere  found  in  that  horrid  place  !  It  was 
fuppofed  that  the  Inn  was  kept  as  a  decoy 
for  travellers,  and  mod  certainly  be- 
longed to  the  banditti,  fome  of  whom 
it  was  conjeflured,  would  have  returned 
in  the  evening,  and  have  put  an  end  to 
the  Duke's  exiftence. 

His  Grace,  it  is  faid,  took  an  everlaft- 
ihg  farewel  of  the  Continent,  contem- 
plated his  pad  life,  and  his  miraculous 
cfcape,  which  had  fo  wonderful  an  effieft 
Upon  him,  that  he  ever  after  led  a  mod 
exemplary  life !  It  is  likewife  faid,  that 
bis  Grace  is  painted  at  full  length,  with 
bis  faithful  dog  by  his  fide,  and  that  there 
are  alfo  fome  lines  written  in  praifc  of 
that  (agacious  and  affeflionate  animal. — 
Now,  my  dear  Madam,  I  doubt  not  but 
you  will  be  of  opinion,  from  what  has 
been  above  related,  that  in  fome  meafure 
it  coincides  with  my  bypothefis,  that  dogs 
are  capable  of  ref  lection,  and  of  courfe, 
REASON  !     Will  you  not  agree  with  me, 
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that  the  Duke's  efcape  was  entirely  owing 
to  a  foTt-knmiltdge  in  the  dog  ?  Docs  not 
his  condud  throughout,  warrant  an  an^ 
fwer  in  the  affirmative  ?  If  then  that  b« 
the  cafe,  it  cannot  be  faid  the  creaturs 
aQed  merely  from  inflinH;  and  if  he 
pofleffed  a  knowing  faculty,  he  certainly 
could  reafon  as  well,  if  not  better  than 
us,  for  he  plainly  evinced  that  he  had  a 
prC'knowledgc  that  his  mafter's  life  was  in 
danger,  from  the  firft  inftant  the  Duke 
took  it  in  his  head  to  travel  to  the  Conti- 
nent! It  may  be  faid,  that  there  is 
nothing  fo  extraordinary  in  a  dog  being 
anxious  to  follow  his  mafter,  who  is  going 
a  journey;  it  is  true,  but  this  dog  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  going  out,  but  with 
the  other  dogs;  but  I  will  drop  that 
argument,  and  confine  it  folely  to  his 
tugging  his  mailer's  night-gown  repeat- 
edly,  and  with  fuch  force  at  laft,  as  to 
throw  him  down,  and  whilft  the  Duke 
was  fainting,  the  bed  difappeared!  So 
that  it  is  clear,  if  the  dog  had  not  ftopped 
ilia  mafter  frond  going  to  bed^  he  would 
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"  effeft  of  the  Divine  Vengeance  againft 
"  the  rebellious  fpirits  who  were  con- 
*'  demned  to  everlafting  punifhment,  but 
''  that  this  decree  might  poflibly  be  re- 
''  ferved  for  the  day  of  judgment,  and 
**  that  God,  in  order  that  fo  many  legi- 
"  ons  of  reprobate  fprrits  might  not  be 
♦'  ufelefs,  diftributed  them  through  the 
"  feveral  fpaces  of  the  world  to  ferve  the 
"  defign  of  HIS  providence,  and  make 
'^  HIS  OMNIPOTENCE  appear!  perfuaded 
^^  that  beafts  have  intelligence,  how  much 
"  arc  they  to  be  pitied  for  the  exceffive 
"  evils  which  the  majority  of  them  are 
*^  expofed  to.  How  unhappy  is  the  con- 
*'  dition  of  horfes  fufFering  under  the 
^'  barbarous  hands  of  an  unfeeling  car* 
^^  man,  murdering  them  with  blows,  and 
"  cruelly  fufFering  from  being  driven  till 
*'  every  nerve  is  ftretched  ready  to  burft. 
"  But,  indeed,  if  they  are  given  up  to 
'*  man  for  the  purpofe  of  exercifing  his 
**  cruelty  on  them,  man  is  juftified  (if 
♦'  any  thing  can  juftify  his  want  of  feel- 
er ing  and  humanity)  in  obeying  the  de- 
Vol.  II.  N  n  « figns 
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"  figns  of  Providence  ;  but  this  is  a  mys- 
*^  tery  incomprehenfible  to  human  rea- 
"  fon !  It  is  not  then  for  us  to  fay  whe- 
^  ther  or  no  they  deferve  to  be  thus  pu- 
•*  niihed,  but  only  to  prove  from  daily 
"  experience,  that  they  poffefs  a  know- 
«*  ing  faculty,  reifon,  and  refleftion,  but 
**  litile  inferior  to  men." 

Auv^ther  reafon  which  this  ingenious 
writer  gives  for  thinking  that  they  are  the 
original  rebellious  fpirits,  is,  that  it  is 
a  truth  beyond  doubt,  (hat  beafts  by  na- 
ture are  extremely  vicious,-  l^ut  cannot 
fin,  becaufe  they  are  not  free;  but  the 
various  birds  and  beads  of  prey  are  cruel, 
and  many  devour  each  other.  "  Cats  are 
**  perfidious  and  ungratefu),  monkies 
•'  mifchievous,  dogs  envious,  and  the 
"  generality  of  beads  arc  jealous  and  re- 
**  vengeful  to  excefs."  Without  quoting, 
Madam,  the  hypothefis  of  the  learned 
writer  further,  enough  has  been  faid  to 
Ihew  it  is  an  abfurd  opinion,  to  think  that 
brutes  are  mere  machines.  Nay,  the  great 
Locke  allows,  that  brutes  have  ideas,  and 
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that  they  reafon,  though  they  are  not 
perhaps  capable  of  comparing  and  com- 
prehending thefe  ideas,  and  reafon  ab- 
flrafcledly  as  we  do. 

I  muft  now  conclude  my  long  diflerta- 
tion  upon  the  brute  creation,  as  Mr.  Tu- 
doi- has  juft  informed  me,^  that  he  fliall 
leave  me  here  for  a  few  weeks  longer, 
whilft  he  gets  all  things  in  readinefs  for 

our  reception  in  H fhire.     He  intends 

himfelf  the  honour  of  being  the  bearer  of 
this  letter,  and  as  it  will  be  the  lad  that 
you  will  receive  from  me  on  this  fide  the 
Albion  (hore,  you  may  bid  adieu  to  your 
continental  correfpondent,  who  hopes  foon 
to  have  the  happinefs  of  expreffing  in  per- 
fon,  thofe  fentiments  of  regard  and  efteem 
which  fhe  fo  fincerely  feels  ? 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

My  dear  Madam, 
With  the  utmoft  refpeft 
and  moft  perfeft  efteem, 
Your  moft  obliged  humble  fervant, 

A.  TUDOR. 

Nna  CON. 
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MR.  and  Mrs.  Tudor  having  fpent 
fome  years  after  their  return  frorn 
the  Continent  at  their  peaceful  abode,  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  domeftic  felicity, 
Mrs.  Tudor  folely  occupying  herfelf  in 
the  pleafing  talk  of  educating  her  own 
daughters,    Mr.  Tudor  was  informed  of 

the  death  of  his  ftep-mother,  Mrs.  L , 

by  which  he  became  intitled  to  a  fortune 
of  nearly  twelve  thoufand  pounds. 

Upon  the  ftrength  of  this  very  accept- 
able acquifition,  he  took  a  very  elegant 
houfe  at  B ,  but  whilft  he  was  em- 
ployed in  making  preparations  for  this 
new  change  of  fcene,  and  indMlging  him- 
felf  in  the  pleafing  expeftatjon  of  living 
in  a  ftile  more  fuitable  to  the  views  he  had 
formed,  of  introducing  his  children  into 
that  kind  of  fociety  which  could  both  in- 
ftruft,    9s   well  as   give   that   polifli   to 
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their  manners,  fo  neceffary  to  their  intro- 
duftion  into  polite  life,  he  was  much 
aftonifhed  to  find  that  two  men,  whofe 
names  he  never  fo  much  as  heard  of,  bad 
entered  a  caveat  againft  him,  putting  in 
their  claim  to  the  property  which  he  was 
intitlcd  to  in  right  of  his  firft  wife  !  This 
induced  him  more  attentively  to  examine 
the  WILL  of  his  wife's  grandfather,  old 

Mr.  B r,  of  French  extraftion,  who 

cxprefsly  left  the  above  property  to  his 
grand-daughter,  if  (he  fhould  arrive  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one;  but  in  cafe  that 
(he  died  before  flie  attained  that  period, 
and  in  that  cafe  only^  it  was  to  go  to  fome 
of  his  relations  fpecified  in  the  will. 
Now,  as  the  firft  Mrs.  Tudor  lived  to  the 
age  of  twenty-Jour^  Mr.  Tudor  held  in 
contempt  the  attempts  of  his  French  cou- 
fins  to  deprive  him  of  his  juft  property; 
but  thefe  men  were  obftinately  bent, 
though  both  law  and  reafon  feemed  fo 
ftrongly  againft  them,  to  bring  it  to  a 
trial.  The  firft  lawyers  in  the  kingdom 
were  confulted  and  retained  by  Mr.  Tu- 
dor, 
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dor,  among  whom  were  the  great  T ^w, 

W n,  and  the  truly  worthy  M ks, 

who  all  laughed  at  the  folly  of  the  oppo- 
nents^ as  nothing  could  be  more  clear  to 
ihtir  underflandings  (their  notions  of 
EQUITY  being  equal  to  their  profound 
knowledge  of  the  law)  than  that  Mr. 
Tudor  had  an  indifputable  right  to  his 
wife's  fortune ! 

At  length,  however,  the  caufe  came 
on,  when  it  appeared  to  every  honed  roan 
who  had  fenfe  to  perceive,  that  it  was  pad 
difpute,  Mr.  Tudor's  juft  property  !  Nay, 
what  is  dill  more  ftrange,  it  appeared  fo  to 

the  very  C r  but  the  day  before !  for 

Mr.  Tudor,  on  the  day  previous  to  that 

on  which  the  C r  decided  it  in  favour 

of  the  foreigners^  received  a  letter  from 

his  friend,  Mr.  H d  (who  had  been 

thirty  years  Regiftrer  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  who  was  frequently  con- 

fulted  by  the  C r)  in  which  he  thus 

cxpreffed  hirafelf ;  '^  Come  and  dine  with 
*'  me  to-morrow,  my  dear  friend,  that 
''  we  may  drink  the  C  '  r's  health  in 
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"  a  bumper  of  claret,    for  I  would  not 
"give   fixpence   to  infure    a  decree  in 

"  your  favour,  from  what  the  C r 

**  faid  yefterday  at  table;  for  this  cafe, 
**  faid  he,  is  fo  fimilar  to  that  of  Randal 
*'  and  RufleH's,  it  can  give  me  no  trou- 
"  ble ;  the  Lords  have  pointed  out  the 
"  law  in  that  cafe  clearly,  and  this  is 
"  even  ftronger." 

This,  faid  Mr.  Tudor  (after  his  fatal 
lofs)  brings  to  my  mind  a  little  of  Sel- 
don's  table  talk.  "  Equity  (fays  he)  is  a 
*'  r — h  thing ;  for  the  law  we  have  mea- 
"  fure,  and  know  what  to  truft  to  ;  but 
"  Equity  is  according  to  the  confcience 
"  of  him  that  is  Chancellor ;  and  as  that 
**  is  larger  or  narrower,  fo  is  Equity.  It 
^^  is  all  one  as  if  they  ihould  make  the 
**  ftandard  of  meafure,  a  Chancellor's 
**  foot ;  what  an  uncertatin  meafure  would 
^^  that  be!  one  Chancellor  has  a  long 
*'  foot,  another  a  fhort  foot,  a  third,  an 
"  indifferent  foot — 'tis  the  fame  thing  in 
"  a  Chancellor's  confcience." 
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The  caufe  failing  in  one  Court,  Mr. 
Tudor  was  advifed  to  bring  it  before  the 
higheft  Tribunal  in  the  kingdom,  where 
injured  Juftice  had  always  found  relief! 
but  the  fame  fatality  attended  him  ! - 

##♦###♦#  For  in  fpite  of 
every  argument  made  by  the  great  and 

learned  C den,  who  nobly  ftood  for 

three  hours  to  defend  the  caufe  of  Juf- 
tice— but  alas !  on  that  day,  Juftice  was 
in   Eclipfe !     That  worthy   and  humane 

nobleman.  Lord  P 1,   perceiving  tjie 

unfavourable  proceedings  of  the  Court, 
defiredthat  the  opinion  of  all  the  Judges 
might  be  taken. — "  I  am  here,  (faid  the 
*'  noble  Lord)  a  Judge  in  this  Court,  but 
"  I  am  not  a  Lawyer."  This  equitable 
motion  of  his  Lordfhip  being  over-ruled, 
the  noble  Earl  walked  indignantly  away, 
and  was  followed  by  others,  who  felt  the 
fame  indignation  as  his  Lordfhip.     The 

learned   C n,    when   the    whole  was 

over,  wrote  a  letter  to  a  friend,  in  which 
he  lamented  Mr.  Tudor's  very  hard  cafe ; 
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^*  his  cafe  would  have  been  hard  (faid 
*^  that  great  lawyer)  had  the  law  been 
''  againft  him,"  lamenting  in  the  moft 
pathetic  terms,  his  ill  treatment  and  grie- 
vous lofs  by  an  unfavourable  fentence; 
adding,  my  heart  bleeds  for  him,  and  to 
be  beat  by  ♦    ♦     ♦  t! ! 

Mr.  Tudor  thus  cruelly  difappointed 
of  his  property,  befide  fuffering  from 
the  heavy  expences  incurred  by  the  law 
(full  feven  hundred  pounds)  he  quitted 
again  his  native  fhore,  to  feek  a  more 
favourable  foil,  and  one  better  fuited  to 
his  reduced  (ituation.  Having  mentioned 
his  lofs,  and  his  intentions  of  going  to 
France,  in  converfation  with  forpe  Spanilh 
Gentleman  of  high  rank,  they  perfuaded 
him  to  go  to  Spain,  where  they  affured 
him  he  would  be  well  received,  and  where 
he  would  meet  with  encouragement,  if  he 
chofe  to  aft  in  his  military  capacity,  and 
obtain  a  lucrative  poft.  Mr.  Tudor, hay- 
ing a  family  of  eight  children,  and  a  very 
limited  fortune,  he  in  juftice  to  his  chil- 
dren,  moft  readily  embraced  the  offers 
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And  therefore  went  to  London  at  the  fame 
time  thefe  Gentlemen  did,  who  prefented 

him  to  Count  E s  (Secretary  to  Prince 

M 5  the  Spanifli  Ambaflador)  who 

gave  him  a  paffport  to  enter  the  kingdom 
of  Spain,  and  alfo  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Marquis  de  G^ di,   Prime 

Miniftcr  at  Madrid. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Tudor  and 
family  at  Barcelona,  he  immediately  fent 
his  letters'  off  to  the  Minifter,  when  an 
anfwer  came  by  the  return  of  poft,  writ- 
ten in  the  Spanifli  language,  figned  by 
the  Secretary,  Del  Camfo^  (a  Nobleman 
well  known  and  refpefted  in  England 
fince  that  period)  in  which  it  was  re- 
commended to  Mr.  Tudor  to  quit  Barce- 
lona in  lefs  than  a  month  and  come  on 
to  V ^  where  he  would  receive  pro- 
per inftruflions  to  enter  upon  his  new  em- 
ployment, the  particulars  of  which  would 
be  fpecified  on  his  arrival  at  that  place, 
where  he  would  meet  with  every  accom- 
modation fuitable  to  his  rank  and  the  ap- 
pointment he  was  %o  bold ;  which  was  no 
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lefs,  than  to  take  upon  him  that  command 

whitrh  G 1 then  held,  who 

was  then  under  the  difpleafure  of  the 
Sovereign,  having  been  unfuccefsful  in 
a  late  undertaking*  The  honours  and 
emoluments  were  to  be  fuch  as  would 
have  made  full  amends  for  Mr.  Tudor*s 
recent  lofs,  if  it  had  been  ten  times  the 
fum.  But  as  a  proof  of  that  integrity  of 
chai:a£ler  and  nice  honour,  which  ever 
a6luated  the  a6tions  of  Mr.  Tudor,  and 
which  even  his  bittereft  enemies  had  not 
the  power  to  difavow,  he  revolted  at  the 
idea  of  accepting  an  employment  which 
he  found  would  prove,  if  he  were  to  be 
fuccefsful,  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of 
his  own  country.  Few  men,  treated  as 
he  had  been,  would  have  withftood  an 
offer,  which  not  orjy  would  have  ennobled 
him,  but  by  which  he  muft  have  pro* 
cured  to  himfelf  a  very  large  fortune. 
Nothing,  however,  he  faid,  though  cruelly 
and  unjuftly  done  by,  Ihould  ever  prevail 
upon  him  to  lift  up  an  hoflile  hand  againft 
the  intereft  of  his  own  King  and  country  ; 
O  o  2  in 
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in  fliort,  he  left  Spain  with  as  much  pre- 
cipitation as  if  he  had  been  a  deferter, 
left  it  (hould  be  known  at  Madrid  and  he 
be  overtaken,  well  knowing  the  Spanifh 
charafler,  which  is  that  of  being  jealous 
and  revengeful  to  an  extreme.  He  was 
fearful  if  he  did  not  efcape,  that  he 
fhould  feel  the  effefts  of  their  anger,  as 
they  would  look  upon  it  as  an  infult,  the 
refufing  fuch  offers,  particularly  as  it 
was  hinted  to  him  in  conjidence  the  com- 
miffion  he  was  to  execute,  which  was 
with  great  caution  concealed  from  the 
knowledge  of  Lord  ■  our  Anibas- 

fador  then  at  that  Court !  therefore  he 
tould  expeft  nothing  lefs  than  the  lofs  of 
liberty,  or  perhaps  life  itfelf,  if  they  had 
the  leaft  idea  of  his  quitting  the  kingdom, 
which  he  found  great  difficulty  to  accom- 
plifti,  as  he  could  not  have  got  a  pafs- 
port,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  French 
Gentleman  who  procured  it  for  him  at 
the  fame  time  he  got  his  own.  Upon  Mr. 
Tudor's  arrival  in  France,  he  wrote  a 
moft  refpedful  letter  to  the  Marquis  de 
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-di,  returniilg  him  many  thanks  for 


the  high  honours  intended  him,  and  the 
confidence  hi$  Excellency  had  propofed 
to  put  in  him,  and  made  the  bcft  an4 
moft  natural  apology  for  declining  it.  In 
anfwer  to  this,  he  received  a  letter  writ- 
ten (for  the  firft  time)  in  Englifli,  from 
the  then  Secretary,  Del  Campo^  expreffing 
his  concern  that  Mr.  Tudor  fliould  have 
declined  complying  with  their  wifhes,  but 
highly  complimented  him  on  that  honour 
and  integrity  he  fo  nobly  evinced  for  his 
own  country. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Del  Campo  in  Eng- 
land  fome  years  after,  Mr.  Tudor  waited 
upon  him,  when  a  mutual  friendfhip 
took  place,  which  lafted  during  Mr.  Tu- 
dor's  (lay  in  England,  who  finding  that 
country  much  too  dear  for  his  impover- 
ifhed  finances,  he  bade  an  everlafling 
farewel  to  a  country  which  he  dearly 
loved,  but  which  had  been  hoftile  to 
him,  and  therefore  bent  his  way  towards 
the  South  of  France,  where  he  propofed 
fpending  the  remainder  of  his  days ;  but 
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previoufly,  he  propofed  to  wander  to- 
wards Italy,  being  anxious  to  tread  on 
claflic  ground,  and  indulge  himfelf  with 
viewing  thofe  produ6iions  of  Nature  and 
Art,  which  are  there  to  be  met  with  in  a 
fuperior  ftile  to  what  is  to  be  feen  in 
any  other  part  of  Europe ;  but.  Provi- 
dence had  deftined  him  a  longer  journey5 
— towards  that  *'  bourne  from  whence  no 
*•  traveller  returns." — For  on  the  very 
morning  he  fatofF  from  Boulogne  fur  Mer^ 
that  very  itiorn  he  bade  adieu,  a  long 
adieu  to  all  earthly  purfuits,  and  fud- 
denly  dropped  frpm  his  feat  in  the  car- 
riage ! 

We  may  venture  to  affirm,  fearlefs  of 
contradiflion,  that  few  men  had  lefs^  fail- 
ings, but  fewer  ftill,  poffeffed  his  emi- 
nent VIRTUES  ! 


FINIS. 
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